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To the RIGHT HONOURABLE 
JOHN EARL of HYNDFORD, 


Vifcount INGLESBURY, and GRANGE, 
Tord CARMICHAELL of CARMICHAELL, 


Knight of the moft ancient order of the THISTLE, one of the 
lords of his Mayesty’s bed-chamber, lord-lieutenant, and. 
principal fheriff of the county of LANARK, one af his 
majesty 's moft honourable privy-council, and one of the 
lords of the police in scoTLAND, 


My Lor D, 
H E protection I received gnder your LORDSHIP’S mi- 
niftry at the russran court, authorifes this teftirhony 


uf my gratitude. The countenance of perfons in your LORD- 
SHIP'S 








vi SE DTeA TIS, 


suip’s high ftation, is a circumftance which ought to afford 
pleafure in the reflection ; particularly when providence has 
profpered our labours abroad, and enabled us to return to 
our native country, there to live under the happy govern- 
ment of that good prince, whom your Lorpsuip fo wor- 


thily reprefented. 


The firft part of this work gives an account of fome points 
of moment to the commerce of this nation, which fell 
within the compafs of your LorpDsuip’s miniftry. I was a 
witnefs then, and {till have the fatisfaétion to remember, with 
what zeal and attention your Lorpsuip endeavoured to fup- 
port the trade of this nation over the CASPIAN SEA. 


This volume which I have now the honour to prefent to 
your LORDSHIP, is the refult of my enquiries in persia. It 
contains the hiftory of great military atchievments, and events 
that feem to have excited the attention of the whole world : 
indeed the memory of them, will, to all appearance, be pre- 
ferved to the lateft pofterity. I am entirely fenfible that 
how glorious foever fuch atchievments may appear to vulgar 
apprehenfions, there can be nothing truly great, that is not 
confiftent with the laws of Gop, and the happinefs of fociety. 
The purfuits in which your torpsuip has been engaged, and 
the important negotiations you have condué¢ted, were calcu- 
lated to promote and protect liberty ; not to enflave or op- 
prefs mankind. Thefe my Lorp have been the object ci 


your 


EE — 
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your care: in thefe you have been long exercifed with great 
honour and fuccefs ; and by thefe you have gained the affec- 


tion of foreign princes, as well as of our own fovereign. 


Politenefs joined with dignity, a juft difcernment with an 
eafy addrefs, and a facility of exprefling the nobleft fenti- 
ments in the moft becoming language, are endowments uni- 
verfally allowed to your Ltorpsuip: fuch qualities have juftly 
recommended you to the efteem of that prince, who makes 
the welfare of his fubjeéts the great end of his government. 
May your Lorpsuip long enjoy, under his happy reign, all 
the pleafures and advantages which are due to your diftin- 
guifhed merit. I am, with great refpedt, 


My LORD, 
Your LORDSHIP S 
moft obedient 


humble fervant, 


Jonas Hanway 
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VO L iv. PAR T L 


THE 


BIR TH anno LIFE 


OF 


NADIR KOU LYJI, 


From 1687, 


TILL HIs PUTTING TA HMAS SHAH 
IN POSSESSION OF MESCHED IN 1727. 


CHAF tI. 


The name of the PERSIAN ufurper, bis birth, captivity, robberies, and 
employment in the fervice of a BEG, whom he murders; be marries the 
daughter of the deceafed, and retires into the mountains: his engage- 
ment in the fervice of the governor of KHORASAN : he commands an exe 
pedition againft the ousBEGS, acquires great honour, and is afterwards 
difgraced. 


and reftrains the wild ambition of princes, had now prepared 

an intrument of his vengeance to chaftife the AFGHANs, whofe 

cruelties had filled persia with blood. Their triumphs drew near an 
end: the hcur approached, in which the persrAns were to take ample fa- 
tisfaction for all the ravages committed by thofe ufurpers, from the death 
VoL. 1V. A of 


d Rt Sovereign of the univerfe, who fixes the periods of empires, 





2 THE HISTORY OF Part I. 


1727- of GURGHIN KHAN 4, to their invafion of PERSIA *, and for all the dread- 
ful calamities they had occafioned during that period <. 


About this time appeared, with a more diftinguifhed eclat, NADIR 
KOULI, the hiftory of whofe life and actions will ever feem wonderful, 
becaufe they are really fo, and not the fictions of romance, or the flat- 
tery of panegyrifts: characters like his, will excite the curiofity, and 
command the attention of pofterity, fo long as the lives of great men, 
and accounts of great actions, continue the object of hiftorical enquiry. 
We fhall here find a man, whofe birth and beginning were fo obfcure, 
as with difficulty to be traced out; conducting to an ifue, with amazing 
refolution and fteadinefs, opportunities he had worked out for himfelf; 
planning with deliberation and forefight, the fabrick of his future fortune ; 
and carrying his defigns into execution, with an unwearied application, 
till, like other mighty conquerors before him, he became terrible to asia, 
and the undoubted arbiter of the eaft. He changed his name, as he 
changed the fituations of his fortune, which has occafioned fome per- 
plexity: his real name was NADIR KOUL, Or NADIR KOULI*. NADIR, 
both in the TURKISH and PERSIAN languages, fignifies wonderful ; which 
epithet is ufed by the MAHOMMEDANSs to defign the particular attribute 
of the deity, as we ordinarily fay the Almighty ; tho’ the ufe and cuftom 
of PERSIA gives it to people of the loweft rank of life. When SHAH 
TZEHMAS made him a khan‘, as we fhall have occafion to relate, he ho- 
noured him with the addition of his own name; and this laft is one of 
the highe({t dignities that can be beftowed by the monarchs of PERSIA, 
He was then TH#HMAS KOULI KHAN‘; and tho’ Kout fignifies a flave, 
in this fenfe it is the higheft badge of honour in the eaft. Afterwards, 
when he became the fovereign of PERSIA, he reaffumed his name NADIR, 
with the addition of sHAH £; tho’ as he muft be ever confidered as an 
ufurper, the name by which he has been moft known, and probably 

will 

a In 1709. a In 922, e Till 1727. da KouL, in TURKISH, is a flave; and 
WADIR KOULI, fignifies the flave of the wonderful: for the idiom of the language fixes the genitive 
on the antecedent noun, fo that inftead of NaApDIRI KOUL, they fay NADIR KOULI. e Noble 


or chieftain. * Which fignifies the lord, who is a flave of TÆHM As. NADIR SHAH, 
or KADIR the king, 
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will continue to be known, to pofterity in EUROPE, is TÆHMAS" KOULI 
KHAN. 


Though authors feem at length agreed about his original name, their 
accounts differ in fome particulars with regard to his birth, his family, and 
firft appearance in life. As to himfelf, he fometimes boafted of the mean- 
nefs of his extraction ; at others, policy or caprice induced him to claim 
a relation to GINGHIZ KHAN, the great TURKUMAN conqueror, and alfo to 
TAMERLANE. I have not yet feen any account fo fatisfactory and confiftent, 
as what I received in PERSIA ; and I am the more inclined to acquiefce in 
it, becaufe, tho’ there are very few reports of things, in which the PERSIANS 
agree’, yet in the circumftances I am now about to relate, people of the 
moft underftanding, and of the beft intelligence, unanimoufly concurred. 


According to thefe accounts, NADIR was born in the year 1687, at a 
village, or more probably in a tent, a few days journey * to the fouth-eaft 
of MESCHED, not far from K#LAT'. He was defcended from the AF- 
sHars, who are a tribe of TARTARS, and fubjects of PERSIA: they live 
for the moft part by hufbandry, and fupply the perstans with horfes 
and cattle. The name of NADIR’s father was IMAM KOULI, whofe fitua- 
tion of life was fuch, that he earned his bread by making caps and fheep- 
{kin coats, which is the apparel of the loweft of the common people in 
PERSIA. Nabpır himfelf was bred up to no other employment than that 
of a fhepherd, and being only thirteen years of age when IMAM KOULI 
died, he was left in fo poor a condition, that he was obliged to gather 
{ticks in the woods, for the fupport of himfelf and his mother, and carry 
them to market on an afs and a camel™, which were his only patrimony. 

It 


h This orthography feems moft agreeable-to the persran pronunciation : but this, as well as 
other ORIENTAL words, are varioufly wrote by different authors, as TAMAS, TAHMAS, &c. 

i Whether it has been from this caufe, or that few people have travelled in persia, I find the fe- 
veral accounts which have been written of T#HMAS KOULI KHAN, are, for the moft part, very erro- 
ncous ; fo that in the profecution of this work, I fhall chufe rather not to fay all that I have heard, than 
to advance any thing, of the truth of which I am in the leaft difiident. k A day’s journey is 
commonly reckoned 24 miles. ! I do not find this place in the maps; but I fhall have frequent 
occafion to mention it as a ftrong hold, and the repofitory of the treafure taken from the MOGHOLSs. 

m Jn proof of this I was told an anecdote, pretty remarkable, and much to his honour. After he 
was exalted to the tirone and fovereignty of persia, a perfon named sarpar, who had been his 

A 2 companion 


1687. 
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It is recorded of him, that when he was returning in triumph from 
his conqueft of 1np1a, he happened to pafs near the place of his nativity, 
where he made a fet fpeech to his chief captains, in which he related in 
what manner he had puffed the early part of his life; and, in particular, 
mentioned the feeding his father’s camel, concluding to this effect: “ You 
“ now fee, to what a height it has pleafed the Almighty to exalt me; 
“ from hence learn uot to defpife men of low eftate.”” 


1704. About the year 1704, when he was 17 or 18 years of age, the ousBEG 
TARTARS made an irruption into KHORASAN, where they put many of 
the inhabitants to the {word, and carried others into flavery ; among the 
laft were NADIR KOULI and his mother: fhe died in captivity, but he 

1708. made his efcape in 1708, and returned to KHoRASAN, From this time 
we hear no more of him, till with fome of his companions he robbed a 
flock of theep*; the money which this produced, enabled him to retire 
into the mountains: however, we do not find that he continued the pro- 

1712, feffion of a robber for any length of time, but entered into the fervice of 
a BEG, by whom he was employed as a courier. He was once charged 
with difpatches of importance to the PERSIAN court at ISFAHAN, and 
fent in company with another courier, as is frequently practifed in PER- 
sta. Whether NADIR was ambitious of being the fole carrier of thefe 
difpatches ; or whether his fellow-courier did not travel faft enough; or 
for fome other fecret reafon, he killed him. After his arrival at. ISFA- 
HAN, he told his ftory fo well, that he procured admittance to the 

minifters 
companion and fellow-labourer in ranging the woods, was created a khan, and granted the privilege 
of wearing the black heren’s feathers on the left fide: this is one of the higheft marks of favour in 
PERSIA, for their kiggmmwear thefe plumes upon the right, as a badge of their fovereignty. This 
man died at k1suar, on an embafly to russia. Nepir, cpon conferring thofe honours upon him, 
fpoke thefe words, “ Da not grow proad, but remember the afs, and the picking of Ricks.” And 
fo late as 1745, KELEK BEO, a yurbafhi or captain, declared, that napır xouLt, having formerly 
borrowed of him so batmans of wheat, which is about the value of thirty fhillings of our money, 
he had often importuned both apir xou and his brother, who was afterwards IBRAHIM KHAN, 
for payment of it; and that at length they did repay him thirty batmans of the fifty. What is till 
more remarkable, and more convincing of the truth; after he afcended the throne of Persia, he 
taok notice of this incident in a public manner, and reproached keLEK sec for his unmerciful im- 
portunity, but did not pay the ballance of this debt of poverty, nor take any further notice of the man. 


s Not of his father’s, as fome writers mention, for he was already dead ; nor do we find tho his 
uncle might be in better circumftances) that his father was ever mafter of a flock of sheep. 


2 
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minifters of SHARH SULTAN HUSSEIN, to whom he affigned fuch plaufible 
reafons for his conduét on the road, that he was not only acquitted, but 
received prefents, and was fent back with anfwers to the letters he had 
brought. His mafter, however, received him with fuch a countenance, 
as gave reafon to fufpe& that he meditated his deftruction, NADIR per- 
ceiving this, refolved to kill his mafter ; to which he was the more in- 
duced, from a violent paffion he had conceived for his daughter, whom 
he had demanded in marriage, but was refufed. After the murder was 
perpetrated, he took the lady away, and retired into the mountains. One 
effe& of this enterprize was the birth of RIZA KOULI MyRZA, whofe 
genius and difpofition had fo great a refemblance with his father’s. ‘This 
defperate action having acquired him a reputation for courage, fome of 
the domeftics of his late mafter, the BEG, joined him, and they became 
robbers : in this {tation they continued for fome time, as favourable op- 
portunities occurred. NADIR at length offered his fervice to BABULU KHAN 
governor of KHORASAN , by whom he was accepted in the capacity of a 
gentleman ufher *. 


It may feem ftrange, that a chief of a gang of free-booters, fhould be re- 
ceived into the family of a governor of a province, and have an honourable 
office beftowed on him. But this will not appear fuch a matter of furprize, 
if we confider the great extent of country, and that NAD1IR’s robberies were 
for the moft part in MAZANDERAN, which is three or four hundred miles 
diftant from MESCHED; add to this, that a man of perfonal ftrength and 
bravery generally meets with a favourable reception in PERSIA, without be- 
ing much queftioned concerning his manner of life. Befides, the revolt of 
MIR VAIS had alarmed the eaftern provinces, as it gave occafion for the 
TARTARS to make frequent inroads; fo that men of a promifing figure, 

oF 

He had alfo the title of BECLER see, or lord of lords. Thefe I have had occafion to ex- 
plain; there are not above three or four in the empire; of whom one is always fixed in KHORA- 
SAN : this province has been generally confidered as a kingdom, and the government given to the 
king’s fon, or neareft relation: fome ages are paft fince a wall was built along this frontier, to pre- 
vent the incarfion of the rarntraas, of which there are fill fome remains; but sHan ABAS the GREAT 
removed {feveral thoufand families from other provinces, and braught them hither, alledging that a wall 
of fieh was the moft effectual barrier againft an enemy ; and wapre after this example fixed feveral 


families of yews and CHRISTIANS, as well as MAHOMMEDANS, IN MESCHED, to fome of Wk 
; Whom 
he lent money to trade, to athers lands were aligned to cultivate. Rsix $81. 
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1714. or remarkable for their gallant behaviour, were fure of being acceptable ; 
and thus we may reconcile the conduct of the governor of KHORASAN. 


The persrans are all fuppofed to be foldiers upon occafion; and it 
may be prefumed, that NapiR’s reputation for courage and great perfonal 
ftrength, were recommendations more prevalent than virtue, or any polite 
accomplifhment. But without being bred at court, from the {trength of 
his own genius and difcernment, he was a matter of the arts of addrefs, 
and having a mind unreftrained by any moral confideration, he infinuated 
himfelf into the affections of thofe, whom he afterwards made no {cruple 
to deftroy. He behaved fo well in this new fervice, that he won the 
heart of his mafter; and, under the fpecious pretence of defiring to pleafe, 
he concealed his ambition. ‘The fatisfa€tion he expreffed in his prefent 
fituation, induced his companions to believe, that to be faithful in the 
caufe he efpoufed, was the virtue he afpired at moft; however, he af- 
fected a particular zeal for fome, whilft he fhewed a coldnefs for others, 
as they feemed more or lefs inclined to pleafe him. 


3717. ‘he diftrefles4 of persia increafing, he had not been long in the fer- 
vice of BABULU KHAN, before a command in the army was given him, 
in which he behaved with great intrepidity, in feveral fkirmifhes with 
the TARTARS Of KHIEVA and BOKHARA, who frequently made inroads on 

1719. the frontiers of KHORASAN. EZADALLAH being already mafter of mE- 
RAT, and the Kourps in the weft making incurfions into IRAC AGEMI; 
thefe rarTars *, who are generally called ouspEcs*, came this year in a 
body of above 10,000 men, and began to lay wafte the moft fertile plains 
of KHORASAN, plundering the inhabitants, and carrying many thoufands 
into captivity. In this emergency BABULU KHAN collected all his forces, 
which did not exceed 6000 men, and of thefe part were infantry. His 
officers fhewed a reluctance to try their fortune with fo unequal a force, 
againit a people of fuch known bravery as the TARTARS. NADIR KOULI, 
however, had different fentiments of the matter, and from his experience of 
the valour of the KHAN’s troops, he offered his fervice to march at their 
head againft thefe ravagers; declaring at the fame time, that he would en- 

Sage 
1 See Vol. III. page 62, 63, &c. ? Of independant TARTARY. * This word we 


have mentioned to fignify free and independant. 
2 
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gage his life upon the event. Naprr’s military virtues were evidently fu- 1719. 


perior to thofe of the officers about the KHAN, though he was not then 
above 33 years of age. The KHAN was fo fenfible of this, that he had al- 
ready given him the command of 1000°; and not having the leaft doubt of 
his fidelity, he accepted the offer, and conferred upon him the command of 
his troops, during the intended expedition, whilft himfelf remained in the 
city, to keep good order, and prevent the inhabitants from following the 
example of thofe of HERAT, who had revolted three years before. Several 
of the officers refufed to act under this new general, but their place was 
foon fupplied by others, whom NADIR approved of. 


The oussecs were already advanced to the banks of the river TEDJEN, 
within a few days march of MescHED. Napir having with great appli- 
cation provided what was neceflary for the expedition, marched at the head 
of his troops in fearch of the enemy, who were pillaging at large; how- 
ever, the news of the approach of a PERSIAN army brought them toge- 
ther, and they prepared for battle; their numbers being almoft double to 
thofe under NADIR’s command. We have no particular account of this 
action, but in general terms, that the TARTARS, according to their ordi- 
nary cuftom, charged with great fury. Napir having felected a proper 
ground, and encouraged his men, ftood the fhock; and when the TAR- 
TARS by their own impetuofity were in {fome diforder, the PERSIAN troops 
made a general difcharge of their fire-arms, then falling on with their 
fabres and battle-axes, put them to flight, deftroying near 3000, and re- 
taking all their plunder and captives, which were very confiderable. 


Napir, elated with this his firt victory, returned in triumph to MEs- 
CHED, where he was received with great expreffions of joy. The fire 
of his ambition now began to blaze, nor could he fupprefs the confciouf- 
nefs of his fervices, but demanded to be confirmed in his office of general, 
under the command of BABULU KHAN: this governor aflured him that he 
would write to court in his favour, and that nothing fhould be wanting 

on 


Commanders of 1000 are called mim Basnis. As few readers can retain a remembrance of the 
explanation of persan words, I fhall avoid them as much as poffible ; but when they neceflarily 
occur, 1 fhall occafionally mention their fignification, tho’ the fame words fhould have been already 


explained in other parts of this work. 
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on his part, to reward his merit. Whether it was that BABULU KHAN 
did not aét ingenuoufly and agreeable to his promife; or that the weak 
adminiftration of sHAH SULTAN HUSSEIN evaded the promotion of NADIR, 
is uncertain; he was however much incenfed at his difappointment. 
What added to his refentment, was to fee a perfon much younger than 
himfelf, and a relation of BABULU KHAN, without either experience or 
abilities, placed in his command. Under thefe circumftances, NADIR 
demanded of the KHAN the reafons of fo unjuft a conduct ; and with a 
ferocity peculiar to him, made no fcruple to declare his opinion, that the 
KHAN had not acted as a man of honour. ‘This infolent behaviour obli- 
ged the governor to alter his conduct ; fo that from the higheft com- 
mendations of NADIR’s valour, he condemned him to be beaten, in the 
fevereft manner, on the foles of his feet‘. What contributed to this dif- 
grace, was the envy of NADIR’s abilities as a foldier, among feveral ofti- 
cers of diftinction in the PERSIAN troops. It is eafy to imagine that a 
man of fo imperious a fpirit, could but ill brook fuch indignities; he 
therefore retired from MESCHED to feek fome new adventure. 





CHAP. IL 


NADIR retires to KÆLAT, and ts well received by his uncle. From thence 
he retreats to the mountains, where he forms a firong party, and robs 
for feveral years. The AFGHANS fake ISFAHAN. SEF O DIN BEG 
deferts SHAH THHMAS. NADIR’s uncle obtains a pardon for bis nephew 
of the sHAH. NADIR’s treacherous conduct in feizing KMLAT; be beats 


a firong party of the AFGHANS, takes NICHABUR, and reinforces bis 
army with 1000 men, 


ADIR being thus turned loofe into the world, applied his thoughts 
immediately how to retrieve his fortunes, and do himfelf that 
juftice, which he could not obtain of BABULU KHAN. His uncle", a 


chief 





t This is common to perfons of the higheft rank in perst1a. See Vol. I. page 256. 
may perhaps feem ftrange, that napik’s father fhould have been a cap-maker, and his oncle chief of 


a 
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chief of one of the tribes of the arsHARs, commanded at KÆLAT, a 
ftrorig hold, about ten days journey from MESCHED : to him he applied, 
and complained of the hard treatment he had met with in the king’s 
fervice. His uncle entertained him for fome time, till by his intrigues 
he began to difcover ambitious defigns ; and NADIR thus becoming an 
object of joaloufy, was obliged to retire. 


Napir was now determined to feek a fupport by the arts of violence, 
in which he was a thorough proficient; experience having taught him, 
that he could not procure a fubfiftence in a manner fuitable to his vaft 
defires, by any other means. It is probable, he had already planned a 
defign of getting poffeflion of KÆLAT ; however, he retired, for the third 
time, into the mountains, where he returned to his old trade of robbery. 


Macumup having invaded PERSIA, and compelled the unfortunate 
HUSSEIN to yield up his capital, together with his diadem, the provinces 
were involved in great confufion and diftrefs: this afforded the better op- 
portunity to NADIR, to collect a body of men of defperate fortunes, many 
of whom had already ferved under him as foldiers. After robbing feveral 
caravans, he foon acquired riches enough to bring together the number of 
feven or eight hundred men of approved refolution; and having fixed a 
rendezvous in the mountains, they made incurfions into KHORASAN, and 
the adjacent provinces, laying the country under fuch contributions as they 
pleafed to impofe. 


The arcuans, though in poffeffion of 1sFAHAN, were not fufficiently 
numerous to make a rapid conqueft of the whole empire; feveral pro- 
vinces and cities in the heart of it, as well as the frontiers, refufed to fubmit; 
and thereby cut them out work for fome time. As to T#HMAS, the 
fourth fon of HUssEIN“, who made his efcape from ISFAHAN, and was 

now 


a tribe, and governor of k#LaT; but not fo ftrange as napir’s own fortune. When, and by what 
means, the uncle became chief of a tribe, I know not; but it is not fo difficult to comprchend, how 
one brothez may be in eafy circumftances, and the other poor; whilft we fee fo man, revolutions in 
human affairs in EUROPE, and many more in Asta. w His firt fon was sEFFIE MYRZAs; 
whom the minifters of snan Hussetn had once caufed to be confined, from an apprehenfion that 
ke had too much courage and fagacity to fuffer that infamous adminiftration, for which thcy were fo 
dutinguifhed ; and it is prefumed that this prince was afterwards put to death by the arcuan:. 


VoL. IV. B 


1710. 


1722 
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1722. now confidered as the lawful heir of the pers1AN monarchy, he was 
rather a fugitive himfelf, than in a capacity of fupporting order and go- 
vernment in thofe provinces not yet fubjected to the AFGHANS; and was 
now content with an obfcure life, in the province of MAZANDERAN. In 
the interim, the Turks feized upon the provinces in the we t and fouth 
weft; and the RussIANs conquered the wetftern coaft of the caspian, in- 
cluding great part of GHILAN. However, as foon as T&HMAs was infor- 
med that the king his father had abdicated his right to the fovereignty ; 
he, in quality of fucceffor, took the title of suan, by which name we 
fhall call him, tho’ he can hardly be faid to have been more than a no- 


minal king. 


1724. 


1720. Whilft he was negotiating fecret treaties with the provinces that pro- 
felfed any fidelity to him, or fending embaflies to implore the affiftance 
of the neighbouring ftates, NADIR extended his lawle({s fovereignty in the 
eaftern frontiers, living on fpoil, and exacting what he thought neceffary 
for the fupport of himfelf and his followers. 


About five years pafied unrler thefe circumftances; when, at length, 
T £HMAS collected a little army; but his father’s fortune {till purfued him. 
One of his principal generals, SEF O DIN BEG, a chief of the Bayors*, 
having given fome offence, and being apprehenfive of punifhment, fied 
from T4HMAS’s camp with the troops under his command, which were 
no lefs than 1500 men, and joined NADIR KOULI, who was then in the 
fame province of KHoRASAN. ‘The union of their forces compofed a 
body of 2 or 3000 men, which the adjacent country was compelled to 
fupport: this formidable body was within 30 leagues of KÆLAT, fo that 
NADIR’s uncle began to be much alarmed, left his nephew fhould attempt 
to diflodge him from his ftrong hola: in order, therefore, to fupport a 
good underftanding, he wrote to him in very cbliging terms, intimating 
that he had now a fair opportunity of making his fortune, by engaging 
in the fervice of his lawful fovereign SHAH T#HMas; who, he was fure 
would pardon him, and all his followers. Napier fcemed to relith the 
propofal, and defired his uncle to procure the king’s pardon, which he 

would 


1727. 


2 Thefe are the inhabitants of DEST BAYAD, a diftritt in KOUHESTAN, 
2 
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would gladly accept: accordingly the uncle reprefented the cafe to the 
san, who, tho’ he knew NADIR to be a moft notorious offender, yet as 
he was in great need of fo brave and experienced an officer, with fo con- 
fiderable a body of men, immediately figned his pardon, and fent it to 
K ALAT. 


The uncle no fooner received this writing, than he difpatched it to his 
nephew; upon the receipt of which, NADIR KOULI fet out for K#LAT, 
in company with sEF o DIN BEG, under an efcort of 100 men of his beft 
troops. He had now a convenient opportunity of exercifing his genius 
in the art of treachery. His uncle received him with great kindnefs, and 
entertained him and his followers as perfons to whom he had done a 
fignal fervice, and from whom confequently he apprehended no harm; 
at the fame time he fhewed them all the honour and regard due to per- 
fons of rank and condition. Napir, onthe other hand, had not forgot the 
indignities offered him five years before; neither was he ignorant of the 
motives of his uncle in procuring the pardon, nor of the King’s views in 
granting it: but whatever moral confiderations ought to have influenced his 
conduét, his thirft of power filenced the dictates of confcience: fo that he 
determined to embrace the opportunity of an hofpitable reception, and the 
{pecious pretence of an obliged gueft, to make a facrifice of his bene- 
factor. For this purpofe he had left orders that 500 more of his beft 
men fhould follow him the next day, and conceal themfelves near the 
fortrefs of KÆLAT, and there be ready at a fignal appointed. 


Having thus concerted his meafures, the fecond night after his arrival 
he ordered his too men within the caftle to kill the centries, and fhut 
up the reft of the garrifon, to the number of 200 men, in their bar- 
racks, whilft he went himfelf into his uncle’s chamber and murdered 
him. As {oon as he made the fignal, his goo men were let in at the 
gates, and he became abfolute mafter of the fortrefs without fhedding 
much blood. ‘Thofe of the garrifon, who did not chufe to {hare his 
fortune, he fet at liberty. The next day he difpatched meiiengers with the 
news of his fuccefs, ordering the remainder of his men to join him; and 
now inftead of changing his refidence continually, as the apprehenfions 

B 2 of 
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1727. of an enemy, or other reafons of convenience might render neceffary, he 


eftablifhed his head-quarters in this fortrefs. KæLrAT includes a con- 
fiderable fpot of ground, the natural fituation of which, with the affiftance 
of fome art, has rendered it almoft inacceffible. He continued there for 
feveral months, levying contributions. The fuccefs of this enterprize was 
the more grateful to him, as this place was not far diftant from that of 
his birth: his poor relations and friends in the neighbourhood were re- 
lieved by his bounty, and the humanity with which he treated moft of 
the inhabitants of the adjacent country, induced numbers to enlift them- 
felves in his troops; fo that from this time he in fome meafure appeared 
as an independent fovereign, efpecially as sH aH T#HMAs’s authority was 
not acknowledged at MESCHED, MELUCK MAGHMUD, an ABDOLLEE chief, 
having got pofieffion of that city. 


Napier being thus become formidable, carried his views beyond the 
plunder of defencelefs peafants: he afpired at the delivery of his country 
from her foreign enemies, particularly the aFGHANs, who had lorded it 
over the PERSIANS with the utmoft barbarity for five years: but altho’ 
he appeared as a fovereign, he did not pretend to wage war again{ft the 
AFGHANS in any other name than that of SHAH TÆHMAS. As he was 
con{cious that the suan muft have greatly refented his killing his uncle, 
under pretence of accepting the royal pardon, he refolved to do fome 


fignal action in behalf of the king, that might obliterate the remembrance 
of his conduct at KÆLAT. 


With this view he prepared for an expedition againft the AFGHANS, 
who were matters of the neighbouring city NICHABUR ¥, where they had 
a garrifon of above 3000 men. Napir’s forces exceeded this number, 
but being unaccuftomed to fieges, and defirous of action in the field, he 
determined to make ufe of a ftratagem to draw the enemy out of their 
garrifon: the AFGHANS, who confidered NADIR rather as a free-booter, 
than the general of a formidable body of forces, apprehended no great 
danger from his neighbourhood. Their troops, to the number of 600, 
were fecurely marauding, when Napir detached about that number 


of 


yY Nicuagur, fometimes called tran, was formerly the capital of kHORASAN, till asas the 
GREAT eftablifhed the tomb of imam KOULI RIZA at MESCHED, 
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of his cavalrv, who attacked them unexpectedly, and cut them to pieces: 
upon this, the governor with his whole garrifon iffued forth to fall upon 
the PERSIANS, who immediately retreated towards BANRAHAD, a defile 
in the mountains, which feparates the provinces of KHORASAN and ASTRA- 
BAD; this was the rendezvous appointed. The AFGHANS purfued them 
for feveral leagues 7, till they came to this defile: NapiR, in the interim, 
marched with 1500 of his men, and under the favour of a wood, which 
covers thefe mountains, he concealed his men at the entrance of the 
pafs. The AFGHANS, not fufpecting any other enemy to be near, fol- 
lowed the 600 men with an impatience of refenting the lofs they had juft 
fuftained at NicHABUR. As foon as they had well entered: the defile, 
which is very narrow, the 600 PERSIANS faced about, whilft NapIR with 
his body of 1500 men, fell upon them in rear, with fuch impetuofity, 
that the aftonifhed arcHans incapable of acting with their cavalry, and 
fufpecting themfelves furrounded by a great army, became an eafy prey, 
and few of them efcaped the flaughter. 


After dividing the fpoil taken upon this occafion, NADIR returned 
to NICHABUR, the gates of which were opened to him: he took pof- 
feffion of it in the name of SHAH T4&HMAS, charging his troops not to 
injure any of the inhabitants, declaring that his intentions were to deliver 
them from the tyranny and ufurpation of the arcHaNns, and to fupport 
them in their fidelity to their true fovercign ; as he knew that neceffity 
only had induced them to fubmit to their late mafters, The effects be- 
longing to the arcnans he divided among his foldiers ; and the humanity 
with which he treated the inhabitants, was fo remarkable, that without 
forcing a fingle perfon to join him, he obtained a reinforcement of near 
1000 men. 


z The entrance of this defile is about eight or ten leagues diftance from NICHABUR. 


CHAP, 
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CHA PP; H 


NADIR KOULI bears of the diftrefs of SHAH THHMAS at PARABAD ; defires 
his pardon, and obtains it. He joins bis forces with thofe under the 
command of FATEY ALI KHAN, whom he afterwards kills, and acquires 
the fole command of the army. He conducts SHAH T£HMAS f0 NICHA~ 
BUR, and from thence to MESCHED. SHAH T&HMAS’S devotion in that 
city. 


HILST NADIR was preparing at NICHABUR for new expeditions, 

-= he received intelligence that sHanH T@HMAs was reduced to great 
extremities. This prince had been pent up in MAZANDERAN, as a kind 
of dependant on FATEY ALI KHAN KHAJAR*, who had during the 
troubles taken pofieffion of that province, which being fortified by the 
mountains that furround it, the inhabitants refufed to fubmit to the do- 
minion of the AFGHANS. ‘T#HMAs in the mean while treated with the 
TURKS and the Russians, but he was fo far from receiving fuccours from 
either, that they had divided great part of his dominions, as already men- 
tioned: he was therefore obliged to take up his quarters at FARABAD”; 
from whence, in cafe of danger to his perfon, he could embark on the cAs- 
PIAN SEA. Thefe circumftances were favourable to NADIR, who made no 
doubt of procuring a full pardon for all his offences: this he had the more 
reafon to expeét, as his laft action againft the arcuans had increafed his 
military reputation, and made him confidered, in fome meafure, as the in- 
ftrument of providence for the delivery of his country. Having therefore 
caufed his forces to advance to the confines of MAZANDERAN, he fent to 
acquaint the sHAH of the affair at NICHABUR, and that himfelf and his 
troops were entirely at his majefty’s fervice ; adding, that he defired to 
have the honour of waiting upon the king, to whom he would give an 
account of the reafons of his conduét at the fortrefs of K#LAT, which 
he held at the king’s orders. ‘Tho’ r#umas had received imprcffions 
much to the difadvantage of NADIR, propofals of this nature feemed to 
promife 


a This kx HAN was a native of astTrRasap, whofe inhabitants, as I have explained in Vol. T. page 
302, are dillinguiflied by the name of kKHAJ ARS. b This is the place mentioned in Vol. I. page zco. 
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promife fome happy event, and were highly fatisfactory ; he therefore 
made anfwer, that NADIR might come with all fecurity, and fhould be 
received as his faithful fervant. Accordingly NADIR, leaving his troops at 
fome diftance, fet out with an efcort of 100 cavalry for FARABAD. 


FATEY ALI KHAN KHAJAR © having, as already mentioned, taken pof- 
feffion of the province of MAZANDERAN, as alfo of ASTRABAD, headed a 
{trong party of KHAyARS, who are a very warlike people. TÆHMAS 
fent a body of forces againft him, whom the kuHayars repulfed: but 
upon the king’s taking a folemn oath to pardon them all, and that he 
would never, upon any confideration, touch the life of FATEY ALI KHAN 
KMAJAR, but always treat him as a faithful fervant; the KHAN on his 
part {wore allegiance, and the KHAyARs, who were naturally attached to 
the sEFFIE family, became the only fafe-guard of the king: they even en- 
gaged, that as foon as a favourable opportunity fhould offer, they would 
recover MESCHED out of the hands of the rebel MELUCK MAGHMUD. 
For this purpofe FATEY ALI KHAN had recommended NADIR to the 
king, as a very gallant officer, and one whofe affiftance was much to be 
defired ; he therefore received NADIR with open arms, and offered his 
fervice to introduce him to his majefty. NAp1R’s efcort made but a con- 
temptible figure with regard to their apparel and accoutrements, their 
merit confifting only in their ftrength and valour. He faw that the KHAN 
was treated with the refpeét of a fovereign prince, whilit r#Humas had 
only the name of fuch; and tho’ he naturally confidered his own merit 
as much fuperior to that of the KHAN, yet, not to appear his rival, he 
affected great humility, and would not even fit in the KHAN’s prefence 
without great importunity. 


Napir being introduced to sHAH TÆHMAS, acknowledged the great 
obligations he was under to his majefty for the free pardon which had 
been granted him; that however ftrange his conduct might appear, the 
death of his uncle was fo far from being a contempt of the royal clemency, 
that it ought to be confidered as an expreffion of his gratitude to the king ; 
for that the caftle of K#LAT was now at his majefty’s command, which 


he 
e This is the father of mAHOMMED Hassan, by whom I was robbed in 1744, of whofe conduct 
there is an ample acccunt in Vol. I. Page 301. 
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he had very good reafon to believe it would not have been, had his uncle 
remained in poffeffion of it. He then related the affair of NICHABUR, 
in which he made it evident, that he had given fuch a fhock to the 
power of the AFGHANS in thofe parts, that it would very much facilitate 
the conqueft of HERAT; and that he did not doubt but ina hort time 
FATEY ALI KHAN KHAJAR and himfelf fhould reftore the kingdom 
to their majefties, the true defcendants of the sEFFIEs, whom thofe fa- 
vage invaders the arGuaNns had fo highly injured. 


This difcourfe was uttered in fo refpe@tful manner, mixed with fo noble 
a boldnefs, that the sHAH could not but exprefs his fatisfaction, and told 
him, he hoped the hour would come, when he fhould be able to re- 
ward his fervices in a manner fuitable to his great merit. NADIR then 
obtained a pardon for seEF O DIN BEG and all his followers, telling his 
majefty, that tho’ he could not commend the appearance of his troops, 
he would anfwer for their experience, valour, and fidelity to their true 
fovereign. 


Matters being thus adjufted to the mutual fatisfaction of the sHAH and 
his new general napirR, his troops, which now confifted of 4 or 5000 
men, were ordered to enter the province of MAZANDERAN, and to join 
thofe of FATEY ALI KHAN KHAjAR, fo that the whole conftituted an 
army of above 8000 men. Napir made it his ftudy to cultivate a good 
corref{pondence with the KHan, and by his humble deportment infinuated 
himfelf fo much, that there feemed to be no jeafoufy entertained of him ; 
whilft the fuperior genius which he demonftrated, gave him an apparent 
afcendency in the efteem of the SHAH. 


In the interim Napir, whofe ambition could not bear an equal, much 
lefs a fuperior, had fecretly inftigated his creatures to complain of the 
conduct of the KHAN, with refpect to the good order and payment of 
the troops, and the extravagant price of their cloathing. He alfo watched 
the KHAN very clofely, and finding the king had already received im- 
preflions to the difadvantage of this general, he took a favourable op- 
portunity of acquainting his majefty, that he had difcovered a treacherous 
correfpondency between the KHAN, and MELUCK MAGHMUuD the rebel- 

2 governor 
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governor of MESCHED ; and that, under pretence of conducting the sHAH 1727, 
to the conqueft of that city, as had been concerted, his intentions were to 
deliver him to MELUCK MAGHMUD, on condition, that whilft the latter was 
to continue mafter of that city, together with the whole province, which 
their joint forces were to fubdue, the KHAN fhould remain in poffeffion of 
the fouthern coaft of the casP1An fea; and as a proof of what he advanced, 
he produced letters of the KHAN, which he pretended to have intercepted. 


It feemed improbable that the KHAN fhould really have held fuch a 
correfpondency, after having had T#umMas in his hands for fome time; 
nor is it believed, that any change of circumftances induced him to take 
{fuch defperate meafures: however, it was not the fortune of TÆHMAS 
to be much wifer than his father HUSSEIN; and he gave the eafier 
credit to the report, as he recollected that the KHAN had been in arms 
againft him not long before; and that NADIR, who had given {uch re- 
peated proofs of his fidelity, could have no intereft in deceiving him, to 
the ruin of that very man, who had fo lately made a point of recom- 
mending him to his favour, NADIR affected a great concern, reprefent- 
ing to the sHAuH, that his duty to his fovereign was prior to all other 
confiderations; and moreover, that it was impoflible his majefty could, 
with any confiftency, entertain hopes of recovering his dominions, whilft 
he cherifhed a ferpent in his bofom, and trufted himfelf in the hands 
of men devoid of fidelity. 


Tzumas, at length, believing the fact, was much perplexed with 
regard to the oath he had taken, never to hurt, much lefs to touch the 
life of, FATEY ALI KHAN. ‘To which NADIR replied; “ If your ma- 
« jefty has taken an oath, I have not;’ and thus, by a tacit confent, 
the ruin of the KHAN wasrefolved. ‘This general, not fufpecting fuch an 
intrigue againft his life, came to court as ufual; when NADIR ordered a 
colonel‘, who was one of his creatures, to take an opportunity of killing 
him: but fo great was the reputation of the KHAN, and his prefence fo 
majeftic, that the colonel was fo much awed, that he put this bufinefs 

on 
€ This was the perfon whom I have mentioned in Vol. I. page 30%. 
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1727. on his fervant. NADIR having thus executed this pretended fervice to his 
mafter, carried out the head on a fpear, and prefented it to the foldiers, de- 
claring the reafon of the KHAN’s death, and that thofe who meant to be 
faithful to their fovereign, could not difapprove of the death of a traitor: that 
for his own part, he was refolved to facrifice all the confideratioas of friend- 
fhip and private intereft, to the good of his country, and the reftoration of 
his majefty to his dominions. Thefe declarations, in fome meatfure, fatisfied 
thofe who were moft attached to the deceafed ; fome who affected to mur- 
mur, as if there had been foul play, and that the xuan had been cut off 
through the intrigues of NADIR and his creatures, were feized and confined. 


1728. Napir having thus removed the bar to his ambition, as a reward for 
this fignal fervice was conftituted a KHAN °, and had the command of the 
whole army given him: he now began to difplay all the talents of an able 
minifter and a great general, fo that r#umas trufted entirely to his con- 
du&t. He was a mafter of the art of improving advantages, and knew 
that his fecurity, as well as the future advancement of his fortune, de- 
pended on that army, of which he was now the chief. As one of his 
peculiar characteriftics was a piercing knowledge of men; he foon re- 
folved which officers to difcharge, and whom to put in their place: he 
gained the affections of the common foldiers by an unwearied attention to 
every circumftance that could tend to the promotion of their intereft, par- 
ticularly with regard to their being paid punctually, and buying their cloaths 
at an eafy price. His firft care was to engage his mafter to march his 
army into KHORASAN, where he affured him the inhabitants were ready 
to take up arms againit the common enemy. 


The proper meafures being taken to fecure the pafs of BANRAHAD, the 
army marched towards NICHABUR, the king himfelf commanding in per- 
fon. T#HMAs made his entrance there the 1 5th of May; on which occafion 
the inhabitants proclaimed their joy in the fincereft manner. Their wifhes 
feemed to prefage his reftoration, which they were the more inclined to 
believe, from the pleafure they received in being the firft city that was re- 

lieved 


e This made him NADIR court KHAN, but we do not find him called by that name, bucaufe he 
foon afterwards was honoured with the name of the sHau, and was called TÆHMAS KOULI KilANn. 


8 
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lieved from the yoke of the arcHans, at a time when they leaft expected 
fo happy an event. It was an acceffion to their joy, that this revolution 
was brought about by a perfon whom they had confidered only asa robber, 
and whofe power as fuch they dreaded equally with that of the AFGHANS; 
but who was now verifying the affurances he had given them a few months 
before, that he meant to reftore the rerstan diadem to the truc heir of 
SHAH SULTAN HUSSEIN. ‘The arcHans in thofe parts, difheartened by 
the great lofs they had fuffered in the affair of BANRAHAD, and unable to 
recruit, retired from the neighbourhood of NicHABUR, without attempt- 
ing to fuccour their ally mELUCK MAGHMUD, governor of MESCHED. 


Under thefe circumftances, NADIR found no difficulty to augment the 
SHAH’s army; the anxious wifhes of the people, to fee themfelves free 
from the yoke of the arenans, and their defire of eftablifhing their law- 
ful fovereign, foon brought a {trong reinforcement, fo that this general 
was now at the head of near 18,000 men, a larger army than had for a 
long time appeared in thofe parts. 


NADIR was impatient under every unneceffary delay, and prepared 
immediately to march with all his forces againft the ABDOLLEEs, who 
under the command of MELUCK MAGHMvwpD, had taken poflefiion of MEs- 
CHED: they no fooner heard of the defeat of the arenans in the defile 
of BANRAHAD, and that sHAH TÆHMAS had entered KHORASAN with a 
numerous army, than they began to prepare fora defence. But MESCHED 
being a place of little or no ftrength, and the inhabitants intirely averfe 
to the rebel government, they retired from that city; fo that when NADIR 
arrived there with his troops, the suan made a triumphant entrance, 
without effufion of blood. The citizens, delivered from opprefiion, re- 
ceived TÆHMAS with the higheft demonftrations of joy; and NADIR, who 
was perfonally known in that city, where BABULU KHAN had fome years 
before treated him with great indignity, was now loaded with honours. 
The prefent fituation of T#HMAs’s affairs, rendered him incapable of 
making his acknowledgments to NADIR in a pecuniary way; yet he was 
in the higheft degree prodigal of his authority, as if he already meant 
to conftitute him his fovereign, rather than his general. And as the 


C2 hicheft 
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1728, higheft mark of dignity which he could confer on him, according to the 


cuftom of the PERSIAN kings, was to give him his own name, from hence 
forward he ordered him to be called r4HMas KoULI KHAN‘; by which 
name we fhall diftinguifh him, till he wrefted the diadem from his matter. 


TzuMas thus lavifh of his favours, may be fuppofed to have acted 
upon principles of gratitude, as men of probity are generally inclined to 
think this a duty ; but where the expreffion of this virtue is alfo an ho- 
nour conferred on him who receives it, nothing can be more reafonable, 
than to expect a fuitable return. However, he feemed to be ignorant, 
that when princes have nothing left to beftow, they feldom receive any 
return for thofe favours they have already conferred; nor is it ftrange 
that it fhould fo happen with regard to princes, when we find it fo al- 
moft every day in common life. 


This prince, who partook much of the genius of his father, with re- 
gard to the religious turn of his mind, rejoiced at fo favourable an op- 
portunity of paying his devotion at the tomb of IMAM. ® RIZA ; for it had 
been long obferved as a duty of the kings of persia”, to make a pilgri- 
mage once in their life-time to this tomb, as the rurKs do to MECCA 
and MEDINA, And the perils which he had gone through fince the battle 
of GULNABAD, with his providential reftoration, by means of his general 
TAHMAS KOULI KHAN, naturally infpired his mind with a deeper fenfe 
of gratitude to heaven. 


FA RE 
f Some authors mention this event after the battle of Damcoor the next year ; but it is probable that 
he might now have a double motive befides that of gratitude, as generofity, or policy, to make his name 
known in that of the general ; which, if we judge from the event, was however a very falfe policy. 
£ One of their prophets or chief expounders of their religion. h SHAH ABAs the GREAT, who 
was an able politician, as well as a great foldier, obferving that the Persians carried great wealth out 
ef his country every year in their pilgrimages to MAHOMMED’s tomb, employed all his art to reftore tie 
reputation of 1mAM RIZA 3; and not only difcredited the notion of going out of their own country upon 
fo long a journey, which in fome meafure was interdi¢ting thelle pilgrimages, but knowing that his 
people had, as is indeed common among chriftians, a fond inclination to afcribe a more peculiar fanc- 
tity to fome particular place; in order to fhew them an example, he caufed a very magnificent mofque 
to be built on the tomb of this prophet at mescuED, and made the pilgrimage himfelf with all his 
court. By thus fhewing an example, mescuup became a place of great refort, and journeys to 
ARABIA were out of fafhion. The kings his fucceflors made it a law to themfelves, to begin theis 
reign by a pilgrimage to this tomb ; and in procefs of time, it was very rare for any PERSIAN Of the 
fect of arı te make the pilgrimage of MECCA OF MEDINA, 
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P A RT IL 
FROM THE 


RECOVERY OF THE WHOLE PROVINCE OF 
KHORASAN IN 1715, 


TO: T H E 


ExpuLsIoNnN OF SULTAN ASHREFF ovr or 
ISFAHAN In 1729. 


CHAP IV, 


TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN reduces KHORASAN and HERAT. He returns in 
triumph to MESCHED, with the head of the governor of HERAT. SHAH 
TAHMAS fends an embaffador to the OTTOMAN court. The TURKS fend 
SULIMAN EFFENDI into PERSIA. ASHREFF defiroys SA1ID ACHMED 
KHAN governor of KHERMAN, and prepares to attack T®HMAS SHAH. 
ASHREFF marches to DAMGOON, and is defeated; be retreats to ISFA- 
HAN, and encamps bis trooops at MOURTCHAKHOR, 


HILST TÆHMAS SHAH was offering up his prayers to the 

Vy deity, T#HMAS KOULI KHAN prefented incenfe to his idols 
of ambition and military glory, the only deities he feemed to 

reverence. Reafons of policy might juftly induce T#HMAs SHAH to re- 
main in MESCHED, till his army fhould be in a condition to march towards 
ISFAHAN : and it was natural for his general T#HMAS KOULI KHAN, to re- 
commend this ftep, as it left him at liberty to act with the more bound- 
lefs authority in the army. The country of KHORASAN was well known 
to him in every part, in confequence of the many excurfions he had made, 


as an officer in the army, as well as the chief of a band of robbers. The 
beginning 


1728. 


1728. 
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beginning of this year he marched at the head of a confiderable body of 
forces, to reduce the other cities and towns of the province, which had 
revolted, and eftablifhed an independent government, or fubmitted to the 
AFGHANS, 


The news of SHAH TÆHMAS having entered MESCHED in triumph, where 
he now took up his refidence, facilitated the enterprizes of T#HMAS KOULI 
KHAN; fo that the greateft part of the towns and villages fent deputations, 
and profeffed themfelves entirely devoted to the intereft of their lawful 
fovereign. Before this year was ended, we find all the vaft country of 
KHORASAN fubjected, and the arcHans obliged to retire, without daring 
to give battle. NADIR returned to MESCHED, not fo much out of incli- 
nation, as to make an appearance of refpect for his mafter, and to con- 
{fult about the future operations of the war. 


It was about ten years fince the inhabitants of HERAT, which is near 
the frontiers of kHoraAsAN, had in confequence of the victory obtained by 
the young EZADALLAH, fhaken off the persian yoke, and erected them- 
{elves into a kind of republici, together with the whole province of that 
name. It does not appear, that this young ufurper yet remained in that 
government, which he had been the great inftrument of forming, tho’ he 
had for fome time maintained the chief office in it. It is certain, however, 
that this republic became formidable to the neighbouring country, and was 
at this very time meditating the invafion of KHORASAN: but the fuecefs 
which T#HMAS KOULI KHAN had again{ft the AFGHANS at NICHABUR, 
and afterwards through the whole province of KHORASAN, put a bar to 
the execution of their project. 


TAHMAS KOULI KHAN having reprefented to the snam, the facility 
with which he could reduce HERAT, obtained a permiffion to march to 
that province, with about 12000 men: he no fooner encamped under 
the walls of the city, than the inhabitants naturally inconftant, and diffi- 
dent of their ability to oppofe the fortune and valour of TÆHMAS KOULI 
KHAN, fubmitted to him, and delivered up their chief, together with the 

garrifon. 
* It is prefumed, as they were in alliance with the arcuans, whofe feat of empire was ISFA- 
HAN, and that the ABDOLLEEs of HERAT were in fome meafure tributary to them. 
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garrifon* The perstan general having caufed the former to be be- 
headed, left a garrifon in HERAT; he treated the inhabitants with {o ju- 
dicious a mixture of mildnefs and feverity, according to their different 
circumftances, that he feemed to have fecured their allegiance; he then 
prepared to march back to MESCHED, agreeably to the orders he had re- 
ceived from the sHAH. Being returned victorious, with the head of the 
late governor of HERAT, he began to form a more important enterprize, 
than that of marching fouthward through the deferts of sEGESTAN, as 
the arenans had done five years before. 


In order to detach the Turks from the interet of AsHREFF, whom 
they had with great reluctancy acknowledged as fovereign of PERSIA; 
TÆHMAS had in the mean time fent an embaflador to the OTTOMAN 
court. This minifter was received with more regard than he expected ; 
for the news of TH#HMAS KOULI KHAN’s exploits having reached con- 
STANTINOPLE, gave the TURKS a good impreffion of the ftate of the 
affairs of SHAH TZEHMAS, ‘Tho’ their intereft was concerned to fee PER- 
sta humbled, yet they did not much incline to fupport an ufurper, whofe 
imperious fpirit had carried him fo far as to pretend to an equality with 
the grand feignior. But in order to be informed more minutely of cir- 
cumftances {fo interefting to them, they fent suLIMAN EFFENDI, an ofhi- 
cer of truft, into PERSIA ; of whom they foon learnt, that TÆHMAS 
already mafter of KHORASAN and HERAT, with a confiderable army of 
choice troops, and a general of great reputation at their head, feemed to 
promife an approaching change in the PERSIAN empire.. 


In the mean time ASHREFF, after giving a check to a TURKISH army, 
tho’ it was the effect of accident rather than military ftrength, dreaded no 
evil from the fugitive TÆHMAs. he often mentioned him in terms fo 
comtemptuous, that to appearance he had perfuaded himfelf of the im- 
poffibility of being molefted by him. 


After a tedious fiege, he had at length made himfelf mafter of yEzp, 
which at different times had coft the arenans much blood; KHERMA- 
NIA 

k This ation has been reprefented as a battle, in which the anpo.Lees had 30,000 men; but 1 


could never find any authority for that report, as a fourth part of that number in fuch a province 
would be confidered a great army, under fuch diftrefled circumftances as the empire was then in. 
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NIA had alfo fubmitted to him. Sarip ACHMED KHAN, who was a near 
relation of the royal blood of the sHerrigs, during the troubles had efta- 
blithed an independant fovereignty in KHERMANIA, of which AsHREFF had 
not leifure to difpoffefs him by force of arms; but sarip being in want of 
money to pay an army, and the impoverifhed {tate of the province making 
it impoffible to raife fufficient contributions for that purpofe, his forces at 
length deferted him. He then fubmitted to AsHREFF, who was not only 
the neareft potentate, but the only one who feemed to have any regal au- 
thority : defiring him, however, to remember that he had only acted upon 
the fame principles as AsHREFF himfelf, and therefore hoped to be re- 
ceived with the refpect due to his quality, and with all fecurity to his 
perfon; upon condition of which he profefled an entire devotion to the 
fervice of this AFGHAN prince. 


AsHREFF promifed the KHAN his protection, under the fanction of fa- 
cred oaths, and let him know that he might repair to sH1RAss, with the 
people under his command, in all poffible fecurity: but no fooner was 
he arrived there, than the governor fent him prifoner to IsFAHAN, where 
he was beheaded. The province of KHERMAN1A, and the country on 
the fea coaft quite to BENDER ABAssI, thus becoming fubject to AsH- 
REFF, his dominions were extended farther than he had forces to guard 
them ; for the cruelties and depredations committed from the AFGHAN 
invafion till this time, having impoverifhed the inhabitants to an ex- 
treme degree, he was in no capacity to maintain an army {fufficiently nu- 
merous to fupport his authority over fo vaft a tract of country. As to 
the PERSIAN foldiers, they were as reluctant to enter into the fervice of 
the AFGHANS, as the AFGHANS were diffident of their fidelity; and from 
KANDAHAR recruits could hardly be expected in great numbers; for 
HUSSEIN KHAN, the governor of that province, fince the murder of his 
brother MIR MAGHMUD in ISFAHAN, confidered ASHREFF rather as an 
enemy than a friend; and prefuming that he might fhortly be driven 
out of PERSIA, he would hardly fend him recruits, left by that means he 
might retire into KANDAHAR, and with the fame authority that he put 
MAGHMUuD to death, claim the fovereigaty of that province. 


3 Spiritual 
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Spiritual and temporal power being interwoven in the clofeft manner 1729. 


by the MAHOMMEDAN law, the grand fignior is fuppofed to reign over 
the rurKs in quality of 1maM!', and fucceffor of the Caliphs. From 
hence he claims an authority over all MAHOMMEDANS of the fect of 
the suNNIs, fo that AsHREFF, who was of that fect, could not with any 
confiftency refufe to acknowledge him as fuch, without affecting an inde- 
pendent power. However, he artfully contrived to make his fubmiffion 
procure him what was more effential; for he obtained from the TURKS 
the acknowledgement of his being fovereign of PERSIA, and of his holding 
that dignity and power according to law: and having thus made a puiffant 
protector of a formidable enemy, he lulled himfelf into a fecurity, as if 
his dominion was built on the moft folid bafis. He had given RECHID 
BASHA, the TURKISH embaflador, the kindeft reception, and fhewed him 
many marks of honour, during his refidence at ISFAHAN. 


Not to be wanting in a fuitable return, the TURKs made great prepa- 
rations for the reception of the embafflador cf ASHREFF, who arrived at 
CONSTANTINOPLE in JULY this year. Greater rejoicings could not have 
been made for the reception of a fovereign prince returning in triumph. 
It is however very remarkable, that this AFGHAN affected a contempt of 
all the grand appearances, the military fhews, and the roaring of cannon ; 
for without looking on one fide or the other, as he entered CONSTANTI- 
NOPLE, he continued to read his khoran. It is natural to prefume from 
this incident, that he endeavoured to raife the reputation of his country- 
men for great fanctity, and a divine zeal for the MAHOMMEDAN law, as 
practifed by the TURKS: this fort of conduct had been the chief caufe, 
a fhort time before, of faving his mafter ASHREFF, together with the 
AFGHAN army, from deftruction; but the embaflador now over-acted his 
part, and gave the TURKS impreffions to the difadvantage of his nation. 


AsHREFF in the mean while enjoyed the fweets of peace. The love 


of pleafure is natural to mankind, and freedom from toil is generally 


fuppofed the beft means to arrive at it. This prince was certainly a man 
of 


Chief of religion. 
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of parts, very circumfpect, and an intrepid foldier: but like moft other 
ORIENTAL warriors of diftinétion, he had no fenfe of any moral obliga- 
tion. He feemed now to be arrived at the higheft point that the nature 
of his affairs would admit; and therefore it was natural to give fome 
indulgence to his favourite paffions. However he kept part of his troops 
in the field, whilft he followed the exercifes of hunting, and gratified 
his inclination in building. As to the pleafures of women, they are but 
an ordinary confequence of MAHOMMEDAN voluptuoufnefs, efpecially 
when it is fupported by an unlimited authority. 


This prince, who had hitherto confidered NADIR KOULI in no other 
light than as a robber, began now to look upon him as a formidable 
enemy. SHAH T#HMAs had been fo much the ridicule of the court of 
ISFAHAN, that the news of his fucceffes in the eaftern parts of the empire 
did not feem to give the leaft alarm to the folders, nor even to the officers 
of the army. They gave him the name of sexk zape, in allufion to the 
word CHEIK ™ ZADE, the latter being fon of the king, and the former fon 
of a bitch: at the fame time they expreffed great fatisfaction, that they 
fhould at length have an opportunity of getting him into their hands. 
However proper it might be to encourage the common foldiers to think 
thus contemptibly of their enemy; AsHREFF, who had certain intelligence 
of his force, and the valour of his troops, thought it high time to provide 
for the ftorm that threatened him: he therefore caufed all the forces, as 
well thofe on the frontiers, as in the heart of his dominions, to be joined 
to the garrifon of isrAHAN. And in order to prevent any infurreCction in 
favour of THHMAS at CASHAN, KOOM, CASBIN, T#HIRAN, YEZD, and 
other great cities and towns in his jurifdiction, he ordered all the PER- 
SIAN inhabitants, who were capable of bearing arms, to leave their habita- 
tions and retire, under pain of death: he did the fame at ISFAHAN. 


Having made this difpofition, his whole force did not exceed 30,000 
men, fome of which were DARGUZZIS ° and HASSARAIS®°; a force, how- 
ver, not much inferior to that by which his predeceflor had obtained the 


PERSIAN 
m CHEIK BIDAR was the firft founder of the ser FIE dynafty. ® I perfume, the inhabitants 
of DERGHESIN in the neighbourhood of HAMADAN, ° Thefe people are fuppofcd to come 


from the eaftern parts of CABUL, 
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PERSIAN diadem. About the beginning of SEPTEMBER, he encamped his 
army without the walls of IsFAHAN ; in which city he left 200 of his 
men in garrifon, thinking that {mall number fufficient to keep this once 
vaft capital in awe: for fo miferably was this unhappy city reduced, by the 
inceflant mafflacres committed by MAGHMUD and himfelf, that few of its 
inhabitants were left, except old men, women, and children. In a few 
days he began his march, with the ordinary pomp of a PersrAN king. He 
directed his courfe by CasHAN and KooM, to the plains of DAMGoon, 
in the province of COUMAS; where he arrived towards the clofe of the 
month, after having marched about 400 miles®. His intention was to 
have proceeded towards KHORASAN, and by attacking T#uMaAs in his 
new-eftablifhed empire, prevent his accumulating more ftrength. 


T ÆHMAS KOULI KHAN had employed the greate(ft part of this year in 
augmenting and difciplining his troops. In the former he met with fome 
difficulties, for the people not having yet worn off the impreflions, which 
the valour of the AFGHANs had made on them, and knowing that they 
were to come to a&tion immediately, joined him but flowly. He had, 
however, colle€&ted an army of near 25000’ men; in the compleating, 
as well as difciplining of which, he had given fuch proofs of his abi- 
lities, as infpired his mafter with the greateft aflurance of fuccefs. The 
meafures which asHreFrF had taken, to prevent any revolt in favour of 
TÆHMAS, had occafioned many to offer their fervice to this prince; for 
as they had been turned out of their habitations, refentment as well as 
necefflity, carried them where they were fure of being received. 


The suan, thus upon the point of being reftored to the throne of his 
anceftors, and urged by an impatient defire to revenge the difgrace of his 
father, and the blood of fo many thoufands of his fubjeéts, had propofed 
to march to ISFAHAN, and compel asHREFF to give him battle; but this 
defign was laid afide. His fagacious general reprefented to him, the in- 
convermencies that would attend the length of the march; and moreover, 
that the meafures which asHrerF had taken at ISFAHAN, were certain 

D 2 indications 


© When I write miles without diftintion, I mean Encuisu miles, Some writers make 
them much under this number, and fome much above it, 
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1-29. indications that he meant to feek his majefty; and confequently, that the 


AFGHANS would be more hurt by the fatigue of their march, than pene- 
fited by the junction of frefh forces, feeing that asHrerr had already col- 
leéted all in whom he thought it fafe to confide; he obferved likewife, 
that the further he came from IsFAHAN, the more difficult and the more 
dangerous would be his retreat. However, not to bring the war into 
KHORASAN, nor lofe any advantages which his majefty’s faithful fubjccts 
the KHAJARS, BAYOTS, or any of the neighbouring countries might afford, 
it was determined to make foime advance to meet ASHREFF. After flow 
marches, he accordingly arrived with the king, and the whole army, near 
the city of DAMGooN, before AsHREFF had entered thofe plains. This 
fituation was not far from that vaft ridge of mountains, which run eaft- 
ward along the fouth coaft of the casp1aN sea, which being well known 
to KOULI KHAN, in cafe of an extremity he could make a fafe retreat. 
Having leifure to chufe his ground, he had already encamped his forces, 
and refrefhed his men for fome days, when asurerFr approached with his 
whole army. 


The arcHans had been accuftomed for fome time to flaughter the 
PERSIANS, rather than to engage with them; and to put them to flight 
by their fhouts, and the fiercenefs of their attack, rather than by their 
fuperior ftrength and knowledge of arms. As they were now equally con- 
fident of victory, they urged their general to begin the attack. ASHREFF 
however foon difcovered from the advantageous fituation of the PERSIAN 
army, that he had to do with a general of experience, and againft whom 
he muft proceed with great caution, efpecially as his fate fvemed to depend 
on the iffue of the battle. Wohilft he was thus unrefulved, his officers 
reprefented to him, that upon the firft report which fhouid be fpread of 
their being afraid to attack the peRsIANs, the peafants would no longer 
bring provifions to their camp, and that they fhould be compelled to 
fight hereafter at a greater difadvantage. 


Asurerr having therefore made a proper difpofition of his forces, on 
the 2d of OCTOBER attacked the PERSIAN army with that impetuofity, 


which the Arcuans had generally found fuccefstul. The PERSIAN 
troops 
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troops ftood the fhock, without giving way in the leaft, returning their 
fire with perfect order, fo that the arcuans could make no imprefiion 
on them. AsHREFF furprized, tho’ not difconcerted, at the difcipline 
and filence of the PERSIAN troops, brought off his fquadrons from the 
charge, and had recourfe to the expedient which he found of great 
ufe in his late action againft the Turks. He detached two bodies, 
each of 3000 men, commanded by the moft experienced officers in his 
army, and ordered them to take a circuit, and charge the enemy in rear 
and flank, whilft he attacked them in front. TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN, 
watchful in every quarter, prepared to receive the enemy; and repulfed 
them with fuch valour, as flung them into great confufion. After a ge- 
neral difcharge of his artillery, it was his turn to attack ; and falling fu- 
rioufly upon the ArcHans, he obtained an eafy victory. 


What lofs was fuftained on each fide is uncertain. It may be pre- 
fumed that of the aFG4ANs was very confiderable?: their camels, harque- 
buffes, with all their tents and baggage, fell into the hands of the con- 
queror. The arcuans fled to T#HIRAN, which they reached in about 
two days, tho’ the diftance is near 200 miles; from whence, after pilla- 


ging the inhabitants, and refrefhing themfelves, they made forced marches 
to ISFAHAN. 


The day after the arrival of the AFGHAN army, ASHREFF commanded 
all the people of his nation, inhabiting that city, to retire with their ef- 
fects into the citadel*: thefe orders were executed in fuch a tumultuous 
manner, that it appeared as if the city had been taken by affault: the 
AFGHANS drove the other inhabitants from their houfes, deftroying moft 
of their effects which were not portable, and pillaging the fhops of every 
thing that was valuable. After which, asHreFF retired with his troops 
to MOURTCHAKHOR ', where he encamped in an advantageous fituation. 


P As they carried off only 12,000 men from 1sFAuAN, their lofs here muft have been near 10,000. 
3 Aa inclofed building, which had been made fince the invafion of the araHawns. 


* This place is about 25 miles eaftward of 1sPFAHAN, according to report; but pEL1s1L8 does not 
mention it in his map, 
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CHAE V: 


TEÆHMAS KOULI KHAN engages the sHAH to remain at TEHIRAN. The 
battle of MOURTCHAKHOR. ASHREFF murders SHAH HUSSEIN, and 
flys from IsSFAHAN. The city taken by the PERSIAN army. The PER- 
sIANs revenge themfelves on the AFGHANS. SHAH TAHUMAS enters Is- 
FAHAN, and gives bis general T#UMAS KOULI KHAN, the power of 


raifing money. 


ÆHM AS KOULI KHAN, now jealous of his glory, proceeded with 

the utmoft care, to prevent a reverfe of his fortune. The sHau, 
thinking himfelf fecure of victory over the fugittve AFGHANS, impatiently 
defired to fee ISFAHAN. TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN, on the other hand, 
feemed to act as if he was apprehenfive, that his fovereign would come 
in for too great a fhare in the reputation of his victories, and that his 
foldiers would confider themfelves as aéting rather under their king, than 
under their general. This neither confifted with his defire of indepen- 
dency in the command of the army; nor with his ambition and thirft of 
applaufe. He therefore took occafion to reprefent to the sHAH, that 
his majefty’s prefence was no longer neceffary to encourage his troops, 
fince it was evident from their fuperiority at DAmMGoon, that the enemy 
was rather to be defpifed than feared; and he did not make the leaft 
doubt, that he fhould foon exterminate them ; that fo much depended 
on the precious life of their fovereign, that fhould any misfortune happen 
to him, his fubjeéts could have no fecurity of being relieved from the 
tyrannic yoke of the arGHANs; that the courage which his majeity 
demonftrated, at the fame time that it engaged the love and admiration 
of his fubjects, made them more anxious for the prefervation of a life, 
of fuch ineftimable value; that this was the fenfe of the army in general, 
which humbly intreated him to remain at T#HIRAN, with a gui rd of 
fix or eight thoufand men. 





Thefe reafons made an impreffion upon the snan ; he had an entire con- 


fidence in his general, and therefore fuffered him to gather thofe laurels, 
2 which 
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which he might indeed have juftly claimed as deliverer of his country, 
had he acted upon honeft principles. He accordingly marched without 
obftru@tion, proclaiming his victory in the name of sHAH T#HMAS, and 
was every where received with acclamations of joy. He foon found his 
troops confiderably augmented by crowds, who now voluntarily offered 
their fervice, to give a finifhing ftroke to the ruin of the AFGHANS. 


In the mean time, ASHREFF, expecting to be attacked, had made every 
preparation neceflary to receive the enemy: not only his fovereignty, but 
his life depended on the event. In the flattering hopes of repairing his 
lofs at DAMGooN, he exerted all his {kill in the choice of a proper fitua- 
tion for his camp; in erecting batteries for his cannon ; in covering 
them by intrenchments ; and making the moft advantageous difpofition 
of his troops. 


The 13th of NOVEMBER, early in the morning, T#HMAS KOULI KHAN 
appeared with his army in order of battle: the prrsrans marched up 
to the AFGHANS, and fuftained the whole force of their mufquetry, and 
part of their cannon, without diforder. Being come clofe to the enemy, 
they, in their turn, gave a general difcharge. So regular and intrepid 
an attack, might have difconcerted troops enured to the fevereft difci- 
pline. The aftonifhed arcuans feeing fuch numbers fall, that hardly 
a fingle bullet failed of execution *, thought only of faving their lives by 
flying precipitately from the field of battle. The lofs they fuftained on 
this occafion, was not lefs than 4000 men. The greateft part of the 
AFGHANS who fled, reached IsFAHAN by three in the afternoon, and 
ASHREFF himfelf, with a finall number, returned at night. They pre- 
tended to have obtained a victory, but the cries and lamentations of 
their women and children in the citadel, foon difcovered the contrary. 
There was alfo great confufion in other parts of the city, infomuch 
that the miferable inhabitants, remembering the threats of the ar- 
GHA«S, in cafe a misfortune fhould at any time befal them, expected 
nothing lefs than a genera] maflacre. But the panic which had feized 

the 


The persrans are excellent markfmen, and when they keep good order, they take aim, and 
muf neceflarily do great execution, 
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1729. the AFGHANS, diverted them from any fuch cruel purpofe, if they ever 


intended it. 


AsnrerF, however, found time to glut his revenge, by imbruing his 
hands in the blood of sHAH HUSSEIN. This unfortunate prince, whom 
MIR MAGHMUD with all his horrid barbarity had fpared, at length fell a 
facrifice to the difappointment and rage of this cruel AFGHAN. Others 
of the royal blood are fuppofed to have fallen alfo on this occafion ; as to 
the daughters and female relations of HussEIN, he took them from the 
harram, determining to carry them off with him. 


The arGHans, having now no other expedient, prepared for flight, 
and were bufied in collecting their fpoil. Befides the number of beuafts 
of burthen, to accommodate their women and baggage, they loaded feve- 
ral mules, and near 300 camels, moftly with the treafures and rich eftects 
of the royal palace. As foon as night came on they left the city, in 
number about 12000, after having reigned as conquerors of PERSIA, feven 
years and twenty one days. AsHREFF perhaps ftartled with the groans 
of the dying HUSSEIN, or having his whole mind employed in collecting 
his treafure, or providing for his own fecurity, had forgotten that the in- 
activity of the PERSIAN general, afforded an opportunity of glutting his 
revenge by fome more fignal cruelty; but he had not marched two leagues, 
when he fent back his ATHEMAT DOULET, with a chofen party, it was 
fuppofed with orders to fire the city, and mafiacre all thofe who might 
come in their way. This party was advanced to the royal gardens, within 
a mile of IsFAHAN, when fome among the common people, concluding 
they were not come for any good purpofe, collected feveral drums, which 
they beat in fuch a manner, that the arGHans, apprehenfive that the 
PERSIAN troops had already entered the town, fled back without doing 
any mifchief, and continued their rout towards sHIRASS. 


This precipitate retreat having left the capital unguarded, the peafants 
of the neighbouring country, as well as the inhabitants, began not only 
to pillage the houfes which were abandoned, but alfo to rob one another : 
which unbridled licentioufnefs created an infinite confufion. Two days paft 
under thefe melancholy circumftances, in which the weak were obliged 

2 to 
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to yield to the ftrong, without any recourfe to either civil or military 
authority. 

The 16th of NOVEMBER, T#HMAS KOULI KHAN detached a body of 
1500 men, to difperfe the mob, and take poffeffion of the royal palace, 
and gates of the city, in order to his own entrance. It may feem dif- 
ficult to account for his not following the ArFGHANs, after the battle of 
MOURTCHAKOR, which might have prevented their carrying off the riches 
of IsFAHAN: but we are to confider THHMAS KOULI KHAN, as unbiafled 
by any particular affection for the PeRs1ANs; that his glory was not ar- 
rived to maturity; and that, befides the duty of a general to act cautioufly 
with fo artful an enemy as the AFGHANS, if we may judge from his 
condué& after he arrived at ISFAHAN, it is reafonable to conclude, his 
defign was to hufband the war, that his office as generaliffimo might not 
become unneceflary. 


As foon as the KHAN entered the city, he took the proper meafures 
for quieting the tumults of the people, occafioned by the pillage already 
mentioned ; and ordered a diligent fearch for all the ArcGHans, whom 
neceffity or choice had induced to remain there. Of thefe, numbers 
had concealed themfelves in the houfes of their relations or friends, in 
hopes to elude the fearch. Many of them were brought into the public 
places and executed: thefe were a kind of victims to the fouls of thou- 
fands, who had been ftarved to death by the ambitious policy of MAGH- 
MUD, or for the fame reafons butchered in cold blood, during the reign 
of the AFGHANS. It is remarkable however, that TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN 
pardoned all thofe, of whom the inhabitants of the city made a fair re- 
port, with regard to the humane manner in which they had executed 
their refpective offices. In the interim, he received a deputation from 
the AFGHANS of cAsBIN: thefe not only offered their allegiance to sHau 
TZHMAS, but alfo their fervice as foldiers, and to engage immediately in 
his arny. Such a reinforcement could not but prove agreeable to the 
PERSIAN general], fo that in the name of his mafter he promifed them a 
kind reception. 
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The fpirit of revenge did not ftop with the flaughter of the arcuans 
of IsFAHAN: the people were furious at the fight of every objec that 
could raife in their minds the leaft remembrance of their paft fufferings. 
MacGuMuD, when he was near his natural death, was taken off by vio- 
lence as related ; yet, as he was the founder of the dominion of the AF- 
GHANS In PERSIA, they had at a confiderable expence erected a magnifi- 
cent maufoleum to his memory. This edifice, according to the cuftom 
of the eaft, was built in a grove, and inclofed with a wall. ‘Tho’ this 
prince had been fo inhuman a murderer, yet the fuper{tition of the part- 
ners in his victories, induced them to offer their prayers at his tomb. 
This increafed the indignation of the inhabitants of ISFAHAN, and added 
to their defire of deftroying it. Having obtained the permiffion of the 
KHAN for this purpofe, they levell’d this edifice to the ground, with the 
fury of an enraged mob; they would not even fuffer the repofe of his 
bones; and, to add yet a greater mark of contempt and abhorrence, in 
the very place on which this maufoleum had been erected, they built a 
public jakes. 

SHAH TÆHMAS, Who was ftill at TÆHIRAN, having received notice 
of what had pafled at isFAHAN, prepared to take poffeflion of his ca- 
pital. He marched at the head of the greateft part of the forces which 
were left with him, and arrived the gth of DECEMBER following at 
GAZE, a village about fix miles diftance from IsFAHAN. Here he was met 
by his general TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN ; whom the sHAH no fooner faw, 
than he alighted from his horfe, as if he meant to pay him homage : 
the general difmounted alfo, and ran to him in a refpectful manner, to 
prevent this great mark of condefcenfion; but the snan infifted upon 
walking a few paces with him, declaring that he could not fhew too 
great a diftinction to the perfon who had delivered his country, and 
driven his enemies from IsFAHAN. After a fhort converfation he mounted 
again, preceded by his running footmen*; the KHAN following uft be- 
hind him at the head of his troops. 


T £HMAs now made his entry into ISFAHAN, and was received with 
all thofe demonftrations of joy which the fudden change, from the exe- 
crable 
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crable tyranny of the ufurper ASHREFF, to the gentle deportment of their 
legal fovereign could infpire. ‘The remembrance of his misfortunes added 
all the tendernefs of affectionate fubjects, to the religious refpect for the 
perfon of him who now appeared as the only furvivor of the sEFF1E fa- 
mily. But the tranfports of his joy were in a great meature fupprefied, 
when he heard of the fate of the king his father, and faw the palace, 
which eight years before contained all the {plendor of a court, exhibiting 
only naked walls; the remembrance that he was reftored to the throne of 
his anceftors, was not fufficient to filence the dictates of humanity, in a 
breaft formed to gentle impreffions; and tho’ a king, he was not afhamed 
to weep. As foon as he entered the harram, an old woman threw her 
arms about his neck in great tranfports of joy; as he knew that AsHREFF 
had carried away his fifters and other relations, he was the more fur- 
prized to find this perfon to be his mother. This lady had, ever {ince 
the invafion of the aFGHANS, difguifed herfelf in the habit of a flave, and 
{abmitted to all the offices of drudgery, which are ordinarily impofed on 
perfons in that fituation. 


The king, after enjoying the fatisfa€tion to find one of his parents alive, 
prepared himfelf for the duties of a fovereign prince. He received all 
thofe who appeared before him in fo affable and obliging a manner, that 
he won them entirely to his intereft ; and though their poverty was very 
great, they contributed as liberally as poffible to the fupport of the army, 
which was increafed to near 40,000 men. —Ta#umaAs, whofe tendernefs 
of nature became his crime, inftead of commanding his general to purfue 
and extirpate his enemies, gave way to a melancholy turn of thought. 
TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN took occafion from hence, to reprefent to him 
in a ref{pectful manner, that his prefent fituation ought to efface all re- 
membrance of paft difgraces; the sHAH replied to this effet: “ How 
« is it poflible that my heart fhould be open to joy; are my own 
« mis ortunes, and thofe of my people to be forgotten, fo long as the 
« murderers of my father and brothers are yet at sHIRASs, where my 
<< fitters, and other female relations, are held in flavery by the vile AF- 
s GHANS?’’ This was, in fact, to reproach T#HMAS KOULI KHAN for 
his inattivity; for it was in his breaft to have purfued them, without 
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giving them the leaft time to form any future project; but this general, 
true to his own principles, forefaw that the remembrance of his fervices 
would wear out of the minds of the people, unlefs to the office of gene- 
raliffimo, he could add that of a prime minifter, or at leaft poflefs a 
power adequate to it. He therefore took this occafion to reprefent to the 
sHAH, that he was very ready to march againft the enemy, and finifh the 
bufinefs of reftoring to his majefty all his dominions; but that he knew 
an army was not to be kept together without pay; and moreover, he had 
learnt from the experience of LUTF ALI KHAN, towards the clofe of the 
unfortunate reign of his father, that the intrigues of a court often baffle 
the moft glorious military operations; therefore, if his majefty meant to 
compleat the work which was fo happily begun, a power muft be granted 
him to levy money for the payment of the army. 


The king, who already defigned to give his aunt in marriage to this 
general, and had actually made him BEGLER BEG of KHORASAN, was 
ftartled at his demand of this extraordinary power of levying money ; 
being fenfible that fuch a ftep was in fome meafure to yield up the fove- 
reignty. He eonfulted however with fome of the principal officers, if 
there was any proper perfon to whom he could give the command of the 
army. Whether thefe officers were in the intereft of the general or not, 
they declared their opinion, that the foldiers would not willingly ferve 
under any other perfon than TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN; and confequently, 
that it would be beft to comply with his demand for the prefent, and re- 
fent his infolence hereafter, when there fhould not be any fuch preffing 
occafion for his fervices. The KHAN, thus obtaining his point in fo im- 
portant an article, profefled an entire devotion to his mafter’s fervice: as 
a proof of which, he offered to take the field immediately, and go in 
fearch of the arcHaNS. Accordingly before the end of DECEMBER this 
year, the PERSIAN army began their march towards sHIRASS.. 
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ASHREFF flops af SHIRASS. ‘TAHMAS KOULI KHAN marches and defeats 
the AFGHANS the 15th of JANUARY 1730. Flight, diftre/s, and death 
of ASHREFF. T ÆHMAS KOULI KHAN marches againfi the TURKS, and 
takes HAMADAN and TAVRIsS; þe makes a truce, returns to HERAT, TE- 
duces that province, and marches into KHORASAN. The suan marches 
to ERIVAN, obtains fome advantages over the TURKS, and is afterwards 
defeated near the ARAS, and again at HAMADAN. 


TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN would remain long at ISFAHAN ; on the 

contrary, he expected to be clofely purfued. He had, befides 

his army, a numerous caravan, of which part confifted in camels loaded 
with the plunder of isFAHAN; yet the firft day he marched fixty miles 
His intentions were to have taken the rout of KHERMAN, but hearing that 
the BALOUCHES were in arms, and concluding they would have no regard 
to him as a fugitive prince, poffleffed of great riches, he determined to 
march to sHIRAss. When he was informed that the PERSIAN army was 
loitering 


a SHREFF did not entertain the leaft thoughts, that the active 1729. 
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loitering in ISFAHAN, he had leifure to plunder and ravage the province, 
as well as the city; and gave a loofe to all that barbarity, which the com- 
plicated motives of revenge and avarice can fuggeft to a mind naturally 
cruel. To this he was the more induced, by the conduct of the PER- 
SIANS in ISFAHAN towards the AFGHANS. 


TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN having fupported the riger of the feafon with 
great conftancy, after a march of twenty days arrived near ASTAKHAR*. 
His troops had fuffered very much by the feverity of the feafon, and want 
of provifions, the AFGHANS having laid the country wafte; fo that the 
PERSIAN general found his army confiderably diminifhed, by mortality 
and defertion. ‘The arGHans having fixed their camp in an advan- 
tageous fituation, determined to try the fortune of another battle. The 
PERSIAN troops, on their part, were impatient to give a finifhing ftroke 
to the aFGHANS. The 1sth of JANUARY, T/ZEHMAS KOULI KHAN ât- 
tacked the AFGHANS with all his troops, with the fame vigor as he had 
done at MOURTCHAKoR, and put them inftantly to flight; infomuch that 
he was apprehenfive, left by fo feeble a refiftance they meant only to 
draw him into an ambufcade. He had adopted it as a maxim, not to fe- 
parate his troops; being fenfible that when a detachment is routed, their 
flight often throws a whole army into confufion ; and that the {peed with 
which the vanquifhed fly, is but a precarious fecurity to them, fince the 
conqueror muft overtake them at laft. 


An excefs of caution, may bring on the fame confequences as rafhnefs : 
the KHAN’s great circum{pection, upon this occafion, gave the AFGHANS 
an opportunity to concert meafures for their fecure retreat, with all their 
valuable effects. The houfes, gardens, and narrow paflages about the 
city of sHIRAss, were fuch as rendered the approach difficult; and the 
KHAN refolved to put nothing to an unneceflary hazard, fince it was 
plain that the pride of the arenans was humbled to the duft. 


Thefe people had however taken a refolution, to defend a paffage in the 


north fide of the mountains, which leads to the city ; and dividing their 


men 
e This city is near the ruins of the antient PERSEPOLIS. 
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men into platoons, made feveral difcharges on the PERSIAN army: finding 
this did not hinder the PERSIANS from marching on in regular order, they 
fled to sHIRASS. ASHREFF being now reduced to the laft extremity, fent 
two of his principal officers to THHMAS KOULI KHAN, with offers of de- 
livering up the princefles, alfo the treafure and other effects belonging to 
the crown, on condition that he and his troops fhould retire out of PERSIA 
unmolefted, and carry with them their families, arms, and baggage. To 
this the KHAN replied, that he would not comply with fuch propofals ; on 
the contray, that if they did not deliver up AsHREFF, he would put all 
the AFGHANS to the fword. ‘Thefe officers then pretended, that if the 
KHAN would grant them quarter, they would deliver up their chief: 
to this no definitive anfwer was given, but the deputies were permitted 
to retire. 


In the interim AsHREFF, who was not ignorant that he had nothing 
to expect but a cruel death, if he fell into the hands of the PERSIANS, 
marched off in the night, and was got to fome diftance before the KHAN 
was informed of it. It may be prefumed, that it did not give him any 
great concern that he had miffed the recovery of the princeffes of the 
royal blood, however he might be affected with regard to the treafure. 
In order to facilitate their retreat, the arGuHAns feparated into different 
bodies ; it therefore became the more difficult to prevent their flight. 
The KHAN was not perhaps fo much concerned about this, as his army 
imagined; fince every circumftance of his conduct proved that he was in 
his heart a TARTAR, and more difpofed to favour that nation than the na- 
tives of PERSIA; and thus we may, in fome meafure, reconcile a conduct 
feemingly fo contrary to the natural activity of his genius. However, on 
his arrival at sHIRAss, he caufed feveral of the arGHans, whom he found 
there, to be put to death: thofe of any diftinction he fent prifoners to 
ISFAHAN with the news of his victory. 


Altho’ asHrerrF had made a fudden and fecret flight, fome of the parties 
which the KHAN detached after him, overtook the aFGHANS, and a {kir- 
mifh enfued, but the Persians were obliged to retreat. It is not eafy to 
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figure the difficulties which asHREFF encountered ; his riches ferving only 
to increaft his danger: befides the great diftrefs he was in for provifion 
and forage, in the dead of winter, he was perpetually attacked 6n every 
fide by the peafants, till at length he was obliged to abandon his baggage, 
and after that to drop all the persran women and children, whom he 
was carrying into captivity. Some of his followers, tranfported with rage 
and jealoufy, killed their women, to prevent their falling into the hands 


of thcir enemies. 


Under thefe circumftances, it was impoffible for them to keep together 
in any confiderable body: their divifion gave an opportunity to moft of 
their captives to efcape; and among thefe were the aunt and fifter of SHAH 
TÆHMAS. As foon as thefe ladies returned to SHIRASS, they were conduct- 
ed honourably to the court at ISFAHAN, and the former was given to 
+ £HMAS KOULI KHAN in marriage. Hunger and thirft, cold and fatigue, 
with inceflant {kirmifhes, having difperfed the AFGHANS; ASHREFF had 
with him only 200 men, when he was attacked by a body of the BA- 
LoucHEs™: he made a very gallant defence, but at length he and his people 


were cut to pieces. 


Thus ended the ufurpation of the AFGHANS, but not the calamities of 
PERSIA. The death of ASHREFF was but a prelude to thofe mifchiefs, 
which NADIR, that fcourge of heaven, was to bring on this unhappy 
country. ‘The weaknefs of HUSSEIN’s reign, had been the firft apparent 

n of effects could hardly fail to plunge this mifer- 


caufe, which by a chat 
able nation into further misfortunes, not inferior to thofe it had felt under 


the cruel AFGHANS. 
remained about two months in sHIRASS, and 
the {pring approached, he direéted his 


name was already fo formidable to the 
TURKS, 


T £HMAS KOULI KHAN 
refrefhed his army. As foon as 
courfe towards HAMADAN : his 


ere this AFGHAN Chief ended his 


w There are different accounts given concerning the place wh 
it may be prefumed that he was 


life, but as the defert of sECESTAN Was his rout to KANDAHAR, 
not very far advanced in that country when this event happened, 
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TURKS, that from his valour and experience, they dreaded the lofs of thofe 
dominions, which they had conquered during the late troubles in PERSIA, 
If he was an object of terror to them, his conduct alfo gave umbrage at the 
court of ISFAHAN; the afcendency he had obtained by means of the 
army under his command, rendered him already too great for a fubject. 


SHAH TÆHMAS had no fooner made a difpofition of his interior govern- 
ment, than he fent an embaflador to the port, to acquaint the grand 
fignior of his re-eftablifhment in the government of the PERSIAN empire; 
and that he defired to live in perfect amity with the TURKS ; demanding, 
however, the reftitution of his dominions, which they had taken during 
the troules, and alfo all the PERSIAN prifoners. The embaffador had 
hardly opened his commiffion, when news arrived at CONSTANTINOPLE, 
that the PERSIAN army had already taken namapan. ‘The TURKISH mi- 
niftry enraged at this proceeding, declined any further conference. The 
embaffador declared, that he believed the news was not true, or that thofe 
hoftilities had been committed contrary to his mafter’s intention, by fome 
rebellious fubjects: however, the rurxks refolved immediately to declare 
war againft the PERSIANS, and accordingly made great preparations to 
carry it on with vigor. 


In the mean while, TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN had by his arbitrary pro- 
ceedings, and the abufe of his authority, rendered his fecurity abfolutely 
inconfiftent with peaceable meafures; or, indeed, with any other fitua- 
tion than that of being at the head of an army. He had, in faét, beaten 
ABDALLAH BASHA, and taken HAMADAN, and following the TURKS to 
KERMANSHAH, compleated the defeat of that army. After putting gar- 
rifons in thefe places, he marched for TAvRIs and ARDEVILLE f, which 
the BASHA KOUPROLI was ordered to defend with 40,000 men; how- 
ever, the KHAN having out-marched him, took thefe places. The 
TURKS being thus terrified at the progrefs of the PERSIANS, demanded a 


truce, to which T4HMAS KOULI KHAN confented the more readily, as 


the 

f This city had been famous for the fepulchres of the perstan kings, for colleges richly endowed, 

and mofques with coftly ornaments in filver; but the rurxs during the troubles alienated the lands, 
and plunder’d the riches. 
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the ABDOLLEES Of HERAT had revolted, and formed a confiderable army. 
Upon this he returned back with a large body of his troops, and by a 
laborious march entered the country of EsFERAIN, and defeated the AB- 
DOLLEES in a pitched battle. He then blockaded HERAT, which being 
unprovided for a fiege, was obliged to fubmit. He put the governor and 
all the principal perfons concerned in the rebellion to death, and leav- 
ing a garrifon of his own men, he marched to MEscHED, 


T#HMAS SHAH concluded that the truce with the port would not ter- 
minate in any accommodation: the TURKS took advantage of the abfence 
of KOULI KHAN, and great preparations were made for the march of the 
OTTOMAN armies. The snan therefore left ISFAHAN in OCTOBER, with 
an army of about 20,000 men, directing his courfe towards TAvRIis, where 
he joined the troops left by his general TÆHMASs KOULI KHAN. From 
thence he marched over the mountains of ARMENIA, in the height of 
winter, by which he loft a confiderable number of his men: and about 
the end of FEBRUARY he reached ERIVAN. ALI BASHA, SERASKIER of 
that province, had taken care to fupply the city, not only for a fiege, but 
alfo to act offenfively againft the pERs1ans when a favourable opportunity 
fhould offer: accordingly he caufed 6000 of his men to march out of the 
garrifon to attack the PERSIANS, with inftructions to retreat at the firft fire. 
This order was executed fo well, that the Pers1 ans having the apppearance 
of a victory, followed the Turks, and fell into the fnare; for a mafked 
battery of cannon was played on them fo furioufly, that they loft a great 
number of men. The BAsHA at the fame time marched out of his camp, 
and attacked the persians in flank, fo that the battle became very bloody 
on both fides; however, the PERSIAN valour was fuperior to that of the 
TURKS, who were driven back to their entrenchments. The snau then 
laid fiege to the caftle, but the rurKs having laid the country wafte, he 
foon found his army in diftrefs for provifions, and was obliged to raife the 
fiege. The PERSIAN army then direCted their courfe towards TAVRIs. 
ALI BASHA followed them, and foon met and joined the forces of BASHA 
KOUPROLI. The union of the TURKISH troops having rendered them fu- 
perior to the PERSIANS, they attacked the PERSIAN army near the city 
ASTABAT, and defeated them, pufhing fome of their troops into the river 

a ZENGUI ; 
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zencuiy; many of them were drowned, and a great number taken pri- 
foners. Among the latter was SEFFIE KOULI KHAN, a general of diftinc- 
tion, who had been formerly the ATHEMAT DOULET of sHAH HUSSEIN. 
This perfon, now about 60 years of age, was remarkable for his know- 
ledge and bravery. When he was brovght prifoner to CONSTANTINOPLE, 
the grand fignior demanded of him, why at the late fege of Tavris he 
had fuffered the chief muL1ian and his family to be maffacred? He an- 
{wered in an undaunted tone, ‘* There are rafcals in PERSIA as well as in 
« TURKEY, and when a place is taken by affault, it is impoflible for 
« commanders to prevent diforders.” Whatever might be the reafons 
which induced the oT TOMAN court to behave thus cruelly to this gallant 
officer; he was conduéted richly cloathed, with his hands tied behind 
him, to a place near the feraglio, where the grand fignior glutted his 
refentment in feeing his head cut off. In the mean time, the PERSIAN 
embafladors had been very ill treated, and even plundered on the road, fo 
that the rurKs feemed to obferve no terms with their enemies, but de- 
termined to lay wafte the borders of persia with fire and fword. 

T HMAS SHAH had, before his defeat near asTABAT, refolved to aban- 
don TAvRIS, in order to provide for the fecurity of HAMADAN, to which 
ACHMED BASHA was preparing to lay fiege. The PERSIAN army reached 
the plains of HAMADAN in SEPTEMBER, being reduced from 50 * to lefs 
than 30,000 men. With thefe were joined the garrifon of the city; and 
a bloody battle enfued between the two armies, in which the TURKs were 
victorious. The suaa returned with his fcattered forces to CASBIN ; and 
HAMADAN fell again into the hands of the rurxs. Thus the OTTOMAN 
army gained this year, what they loft the year before. 

During thefe tranfactions in the field, the fituation of affairs in TURKEY 
was changed by inteftine commotions. As they had moreover much to lofe, 
without a profpeét of making any further acquifition, peace was become 
very defirable. ACHMED, BASHA Of BAGDAT, in confequence of the fuccefs 
of the pens1ans the preceding year, had received orders to make a peace 
with them on the beft terms he could. IBRAHIM BASHA, the grand 

F 2 vizir, 


Y This river falls into the aras, alittle below asTavbaT. = It may be prefumed that 
he colle&icd a great number of forces in his march through persia into the +urkisH dominions, 


befides the forces he found at TAVARIs. 
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1731. vizir, was apprehenfive that if fuccefs attended the arms of the PERSIANS 
in reconquering the provinces wrefted from that monarchy, during the 
invafion of the AFGHANs, fuch an event would neceffarily render his 
fafety the more precarious, as he was already odious to the people. 


The end of SEPTEMBER the preceding year, a great revolution hap- 
pened at CONSTANTINOPLE; and as this event was attended with re- 
markable circumftances, it will not be foreign to our fubject, to give a 
fuccinét account of it. 





CHAP. Vil. 


An account of the revolution in TURKEY. The grand vizir, and feveral 
other great officers put to death. Acumen the IIId dethroned. Ma- 
HOMMED advanced to the government. The extraordinary adventures of 
PATRONA KALIL, chief of the rebels. 


1730. WT often pleafes the wifdom of providence to accomplifh the greateft 
ends by ignoble inftruments. PATRONA KALIL, a native of ALBA- 
NIA, who had been a common failor, and was now only a fimple Janif- 
fary, became the inftrument of dethroning AcHMeED the III. the grand 
fignior, in refentment of the evil adminiftration of the government, and 

the rapacious avarice of IBRAHIM BASHA the grand vizir. 


PATRONA appeared in arms the 28th of sepTEMBER, at the head of a few 
defperate fellows. It was agreed this {mall body fhould divide itfelf into 
three companies, and taking different routs they were to meet at ATMEL- 
DAn *, which was appointed their geneval rendezvous. This difpofition 
being made, PATRONA began his march, difplaying a {mall ftandard ; his 
companions, with fabres in their hands, cried out, that all fhopkeepers and 
mechanicks fhould fhut up their fhops, and every good muflulman fhould 
follow their enfigns to ATMEIDAN, where they would communicate the 
juft caufe of their appearing in arms againft the prefent government. ‘The 
two other companies having done the fame, the whole city was in analarm, 

and 
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and the fhops were fhut up. The Turxs who did not join them, confined 173 
themfelves to their houfes. ‘The grand fignior, and his vizir IBRAHIM, 
were at their country palaces at SCUTARI ; and the REYS EFFENDI ” was 
alfo at one of his country houfes on the canal which extends to the BLACK 
sea. This minifter, being given up to his natural indolence, treated the 
account which was fent of the tumult as a matter below his attention ; 
fo that there was no perfon of authority to quafh this commotion in the 
city, except the Aca of the Janiffaries, and the kraya‘* of the grand 
vizir. The laft, apprehenfive of danger, retired; whilft the AGA put 
himfelf at the head of his guards, defigning to difperfe the mob. He 
foon found that his very guards were corrupted; and inftead of being 
difpofed to act offenfively againft the promoters of the fedition, they be- 
gan to complain of his not joining with them to obtain juftice of the 
grand vizir. 


Things being thus circumftanced, he was intirely at a Iofs what mea- 
fures to take, till news was brought him that a party of the rebels were 
gone to plunder his palace; upon which he retired to provide for his 
own fecurity. The mob increafed every moment: they obliged all the 
TURKS they met to join them, threatening to kill thofe who refufed; and 
fome unhappy perfons, who had no inclination to embark in fo defperate 
an enterprize, actually fell a facrifice to their fury. They now broke 
open all the prifons, and made flaves and malefactors the companions of 
their fortune. As their number augmented, thofe whom fear rather 
than inclination had hitherto reftrained, became the partners of their re- 
bellion. ‘Thus the fire of fedition had already made a great progrefs, 
before the grand vizir had received any exact information of it ; fo that it 
was not till four in the afternoon that the MUFTI *, the KAIMAKHAN 5, 
and the Kiraya, with feveral other principal officers of ftate, came to 
inform him to what a height the infurrection was arrived. Immediately 
a council was held, which lafted till night without any refolution, but 
that they fhould hold another council at the palace of the grand fignior. 


Here 
t Secretary of ftate. e This is the great ufker of the houfhold, the vizir as well as the 
grand fignior has one. d The firit ecclefiaflic, or chief of the law. © The deputy of 


the grand vizir, who acts as governor of CONSTANTINOPLE, 
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Here it was refolved that the court fhould immediately go to CONSTAN- 
TINOPLE ; and they accordingly embarked in a yatch. They were no 
fooner arrived, than the grand vizir, with the other minifters, began to 
deliberate what meafures to take under fuch prefling circumftances, which 
were of fuch a nature, as feemed already to bafle the utmoft of their fkill 
and authority. They refolved however unanimoufly, that the only ef- 
fe&tual method was the force of arms, and therefore a body of troops 
fhould be colleéted. This indeed feemed to be the only expedient; but 
the grand fignior being informed of their refolution, was unwilling to try 
fuch defperate means. As foon as it was day, his highnefs fent one of 
the principal officers of the BOSTANGIS § to ATMEIDAN, to command the 
rebels in the grand fignior’s name to retire ; and to acquaint them that if 
they did not fhew a ready obedience, his highnefs wou!d be obliged to 
have recourfe to arms. They made reply with great unconcern, that they 
were aflembled for the honour and welfare of the ftate, and would not lay 
down their arms, till the fultan redreffed their grievances. 


The grand fignior highly incenfed at fo infolent an anfwer, gratified 
his refentment in reproaching his vizir IBRHAIM as the caufe of the dif- 
order. The vizir laid the fault on the KAIMAKHAN, loading him with 
the moft heavy reproaches in the prefence of the fultan ; turning towards 
whom he faid, ‘* Will your highnefs fuffer that a wretch fo vile and de- 
“ fpicable as this fhall longer enjoy the light.” ‘The fultan ftruck with 
the manner in which his vizir accufed the KAIMAKHAN, caufed him im- 
mediately to be arrefted: and then affuming a compofed air, difcourfed 
with the vizir upon the fituation of their affairs. IBRAHIM who was an 
able, tho’ not an honeft minifter, found the advice his mafter gave was 
impracticable ; therefore, without amufing him with vain projects, he re- 
commended force as the only expedient to reduce the rebellion. ‘* I 
“ fee,” continued he, ‘ in this crifis of the empire, only two expedients ; 
“ either that your highnefs put yourfelf at the head of your houfhold 
“ troops, and fall upon the rebels, or that you permit me to go in your 
“ place. I flatter myfelf that I am fufficiently beloved by the foldiers to 
** form a confiderable party, as foon as I fhall appear.” 


The 


£ Thefe are a fpecies of militia in TURKEY, but they alfo ferve as guards of the feraglio. 
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The timorous fultan relifhed neither of thefe propofals, but ftill vainly 
endeavoured to avail himfelf of the right he derived as fovereign of the 
people. He therefore caufed the ftandard of MAHoMMED to be forthwith 
difplayed at the gates of the feraglio, and ordered a proclamation to be made 
from the ramparts, that every foldier who would come under this banner, 
to aflift him in reducing the rebels, fhould receive a gratification of 30 
crowns*; and, moreover, that their pay fhould be augmented two afpers., 
He foon found that thefe fair promifes were ineffectual, and therefore gave 
orders that the BosTANGIs fhould be afiembled; but neither were thefe 
orders practicable, for thofe who were capable of bearing arms concealed 
themfelves, having no inclination to fight in behalf of a miniftry, which 
had been long odious to them. His next application was to the marine ; 
but before any number of men could be collected, PATRONA KALIL, at the 
head of a body of rebels, fell upon the arfenal, drove the captain BAsHA 
from it, and threatened the foldiers of the marine, if they perfifted in de- 
fending the court, he would grant them no quarter, but would burn their 
houfes, together with all the fhips and gallies belonging to the fultan. By 
this means, he difperfed a great number who had already received money 
for enlifting, and brought off others to join his party ; at the fume time, he 
augmented his forces with all the ruRKIsH malefactors and flaves, who 
were in the gallies and baths. 


At length the grand fignior fent a deputation to the rebels, demanding 
what their intentions were ; they an{wered, that they defired the MUFTI, 
the grand vizir IBRAHIM BASHA, the KAIMAKHAN, MUSTAPHA BASHA, 
and MAHOMMED the KIAYA, might be delivered to them: with regard to 
his highnefs, they were fatisfied with his reign, and wifhed him profperity. 
Upon this anfwer, the fultan immediately caufed the two laft to be ar- 
refted, and fent to acquaint the rebels that they fhould be put to death; 
but that, in confideration of his compliance fo far, they ought to be con- 
tented with the banifhment of the Murri and vızır. The rebels con- 
fented to {pare the MUFTI, but {till perfifted in their firft demand in re- 
gard to the vizir ; infomuch, that the fultan found his own fecurity 
would be endangered by his refufal. 
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In the mean while parRona conduéted himfelf with all the dignity 
and good order of a commander in chief, exacting an oath from his com- 
panions, that they fhould commit no kind of excels. For the better 
fupport of their difcipline, fome, who had committed thefts and diforders, 
were actually punifhed with death by a confent of the leaders of the re- 
bellion: by which means the city was fupplied with provifions as ufual, 
The Janiffaries, who had revolted long before in their hearts, joined the 
rebels at ATMEIDAN, where they formed a regular camp. ‘This ftep feem- 
ed to render the affairs of the court defperate; however, the fultan made 
another effort to obtain the life of IBRAHIM BASHA: to which the rebels 
made no other reply, than that they had already done enough in pardon- 
ing the muFrri. The grand vizir, and other great officers already men- 
tioned, were accordingly condemned to die, and the 30th of SEPTEMBER 
the delinquents were conducted to Karu orası*. The approach of death 
fo terrified the kraya, that he rendered up his foul without the hand of 
the executioner. The KAIMAKHAN performed the offices of devotion, 
and received the abfolution which is ufual on fuch important occafions, 
in a very compofed and regular manner. The vizir did not exprefs lefs 
fortitude and compofure, but he neither faid his prayers, nor received 
abfolution ; obferving, that as his life was fo near an end, he would not 
give himfelf that trouble. 


How far the grand vizir had mifbehaved, during the long admuiniftra- 
tion of twelve years, may be judged from the immenfe riches which he 
left behind him. One of the gentlemen of his bed-chamber 1 who had 
been in his fecrets, now confeffed that in a vault under the pigeon-houfe, 
which this minifter had caufed to be built in one of the courts of the fe- 
raglio, his riches were depofited. From hence were taken four iron chefts, 
of which three contained 18 long leather bags, with 60,000 fequins ™ fun- 
duklis in each, and the fourth contained a great quantity of precious {tones. 
The KIAYA of InRAH1M’s harram, who had a perfect knowledge of his af- 
fairs, confeffed that a great part of thefe riches was the price of injuftice ; and 


that 
k The apartment in the feraglio, where prifoners of Rate are put to death. 1 ANACTAR 
OCLAR. m Atos. 4d. the fequin is 1,512,000/. which feems to be much too large a fum 


to be amafled Fy any minifter in any country, without very great corruption indeed, 
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that he had himfelf been employed in the moft fecret manner, at different 
times, in conveying money into thefe chefts. 


The next day in the morning, the bodies of thefe three great officers, 
without any funeral rites, and almoft naked, were conveyed in a cart to 
ATMEIDAN, followed by a crowd, who exprefied great contempt and re- 
fentment of the conduét of thefe minifters by infulting their remains, and 
declaring with loud acclamations, that they hoped all the enemies of their 
religion and country would meet with the fame fate. When the bodies 
were brought into the camp ; the rebels were loud in their expreffions of 
refentment, that the grand fignior had not delivered the traitors alive, as he 
had promifed. It was urged, on the other hand, that the fultans had 
never been accuftomed to deliver their minifters alive into the hands of 
their enemies; and that they ought to be fatisfied with the great con- 
defcenfion which his highnefs had fhewn upon this occafion. 


The rebels having carried their point thus far, were intoxicated with 
their own fuccefs; and began to declare without referve, that they would 
depofe the suLTAN ACHMED III. and fet his nephew MAHOMMED on the 
throne. They confidered that ACHMED was naturally cruel, and had 
caufed all thofe to be put to death who had dethroned his brother MUSTA- 
PHA II. in 1703; and confequently, they could expe& very little quarter 
from him, fhould his power be again eftablifhed, as they had been the 
authors of the death of his near relation IBRAHIM: on the contrary, fhould 
they chufe MAHOMMED, who had been confined for feven and twenty 
years, there was great reafon to believe he would acknowledge their fer- 
vices. ACHMED, in reality, had given them no remarkable caufe of com- 
plaint, except his great favour to IBRAHIM BASHA; fo that it was in fome 
meafure difficult to find a fpecious motive for this laft a€t of violence on 
the ftate. They pretended, that the body of the vizir IBRAHIM was not 
among thofe of the delinquents; however, after hanging the bodies of 
the KAIMAKHAN and KIAYA, each upon a tree, as fpectacles to the peo- 
ple, they dragged the third, which was really 1BRAHIM’s, at a horfe’ss 
tail to the gates of the feraglio. 
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Here they demanded with the moft clamorous infolence, that the real 
vizir with all his creatures fhould be delivered to them alive, as alfo the 
REYS EFFENDI; adding, that as they could not depend on the promifes 
of ACHMED, who contrary to all laws, perfifted in protecting a villain, 
whofe avarice had plunged the ftate into the greateft diftrefs, he was 
no longer worthy to reign: at the fame time they proclaimed MAHOM= 
MED. ACHMED tried every expedient to quiet them, offering them con- 
fiderable rewards, and to deliver up all thofe whom they demanded ; 
but they were inflexibly bent on dethroning him. On their return to 
ATMEIDAN, they threw the carcafs of 1BRAHIM into the common road, 
near a fountain, where this minifter had erected an elegant ftructure 
about two years before, as an embellifhment to the city, and for the ufe 
of the people. | 

The rebels having plunged themfelves fo deep, began to find the ne- 
ceflity of fome perfon, fkilled and experienced in politics, to conduct 
them in the completion of their work. Isprr1 ZADE, one of the fultan’s 
chaplains, though he had often received the higheft marks of the royal 
bounty, had the ingratitude to abandon his mafter, and join in the con- 
fpiracy. ‘This man had concealed his ambition under the cloak of piety 
and mortification, and was now fecretly become their chief advifer. The 
rft of OCTOBER he entered the feraglio, where he found the minifters of 
ACHMED under a great confternation, not knowing what would be the 
iffue of the rebellion. As foon as this treacherous prieft entered the apart- 
ment, the minifters inquired impatiently what was paffing in the city. 
He anfwered with the air of a man depreffed with forrow: ‘‘ The rebels 
«© will not upon any account fubmit that acHMED {hall reign over them 
« any longer; all my endeavours in favour of the fultan are rendered 
“© abortive, by the fiercenefs of their animofity. It is in vain to flatter 
« ourfelves any longer, that we fhall be able to alter their refolution.” 


At thefe words, the whole affembly became motionlefs, and unable to 
utter a word. ‘The perfidious 1sPIRI ZADE, obferving that there was 
no body who dared to acquaint the fultan with this news, went himéfelf. 


As foon as he entered the royal prefence, ACHMED faid, “ Are the rebels 
ee 
yet 
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“© yet at ATMEIDAN ? why do they not retire? Ihave fhewn them more 1730. 
« favour than I ought: I have offered to do them »itice on thofe of 
« whom they complain; and I have promifcd them lar > prefents; what 
« would they have more?’”’ IsprRr ZADE replied, in a buld but com- 
pofed tone, “ Thy reign is finifhed ; thy revolted fubjects will no longer 
« fubmit to thy dominion.” ACHMED, ftarting up, replied, “ Whence 
« comes it that you have delayed to give me this information?” ‘Then 
running immediately to the apartment ® of MAHOMMED his nephew, he 
took him by the hand, and conduéting him to the throne, placed him 
there himfelf, and was the firft who faluted him as emperor. Among 
many tender things, he fpoke to this effet: “ Remember that your fa- 
«© ther loft the place in which you are now feated, by his blind com- 
‘© plaifance for his mufti FEIZOULLAH EFFFNDI; and that I lofe it my- 
« felf, by having trufted too much to my vizir IBRAHIM BASHA. Learn 
« from our examples not to confide in your minifters without due cir- 
« cumfpection. If I had always followed my old maxims, I fhould 
« never have left mine fo long in place, or omitted to have demanded 
« frequent and regular accounts of the affairs of the empire. Perhaps I 
« might have then finifhed my reign as glorioufly as I began it. Farewel ; 
« I with that yours may be more happy; and I hope that you will have 
“ a proper regard for me and my children, whom I recommend to your 
“« care.’ Immediately the unfortunate ACHMED retired to thofe apart- 
ments which his nephew had juft quitted. 


After the ceremony of the inauguration of the new fultan was per- 
formed with the ufual pomp, and he had received the honours due to 
this high dignity; his curiofity excited him to fee PATRONA KALIL, 
who had been the inftrument of his exaltation to the throne. This man 
appeared before the grand fignior in the habit of a common Janiflary, 
with his naked knees. He advanced with a bold air to the fultan’s throne, 
and kiffed his hand. His highnefs faid, “ What can I do for thee? 
« Thou haft a right to demand of me any favour.” This artful wicked 
fellow, now gave marks of more noble and generous fentiments, than 
could be expeéted from his birth and paft life, and anfwered the fultan 
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1730. to this purpofe : “ As to the prefent time, I am arrived at the higheft point 
“« of my wifhes, in feeing your highnefs on the throne of the OTTOMAN 
« empire. With regard to the future, I know I have nothing to expect 
« from you but an ignominious death.” The grand fignior replied, “ I 
« {wear I will never do you any harm; tell me only what recompence I 
« can make you, and I grant it before you afk,” ‘‘ Since your royal 
“ goodnefs is without bounds,” replied PATRONA, “ I defire that you 

< will fupprefs all the new impofts with which your fubjects have been 

c Joaded under the late adminiftration.” 


A 


This was a dangerous requeft, as it feemed to increafe the popularity 
of this fellow ; however the grand fignior did not hefitate to comply, and 
orders were immediately given to fufpend the collection of thofe taxes. 
In the interim the rebels, far from difbanding, committed many out- 
rages, particularly in pillaging feveral houfes of perfons profcribed, which 
had been fealed up with the royal feal. ‘The new fultan could not but 
have a quick refentment of fo great a mark of difrepeét, as well as viola- 
tion of the laws; however, as he was not yet fecure on his throne, he 
defired that they would refrain from fuch kind of executions; reprefenting 
at the fame time, that as they had placed him on the throne, they ought to 
leave the power and authority of punifhing to him, in the manner which 
he fhould think moft convenient. Thefe gentle remonftrances, though 
founded in the higheft reafon, did not prevail on the bafe and undif- 
ciplined minds of the rebels; on the contrary, they renewed their in- 
{tances that the REYS EFFENDI fhould be delivered up to them. Tho’ 
this minifter had not been fo guilty as the other officers of ftate, yet he 
thought proper to retire and conceal himfelf. But had he been prefent, 
the new fultan feemed in no difpofition to comply with their extrava- 
gance, the gratification of which might have only ferved to increafe their 
tumultuous fury. 


The rebels proceeded in rifling the houfes of thofe who were moft 
obnoxious to them: the plunder of the grandees, together with the 
riches of the vizir, enabled PATRONA to make a plentiful diftribution 
of money to gratify all his followers, among whom even children and 

old 
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old men were admitted, as by this means he increafed his popularity. 1730. 
The lieutenant-general of the Janiflaries, tho’ chofen by the rebels, was 
confirmed by the fultan ; he therefore took the liberty to reprefent, that 

fo profufe a liberality to perfons fo little intitled to it, ill fuited with juft 
government, in the caufe of which they had taken up arms: but this 
unhappy officer, for his indifcreet zeal, was cut to pieces on the fpot. 


The grand fignior, obferving that it would be impoffible to eftablith 
peace whilft PATRONA appeared in arms, propofed to give him a rich 
government, or a fum of money to retire. PATRONA knew well that 
he could have no fecurity but in arms ; however he continued to chaftife 
thofe who committed any outrage without his permiffion. All the new 
officers of ftate, out of fear of his lawlefs power, paid him the greateft 
re{pect. 


PATRONA at length reflefting, that the character of a difinterefted 
patriot, in which he had hitherto appeared, would not fupport him, when 
the lives of the inhabitants of CONSTANTINOPLE, together with their 
wealth fhould ceafe to be in his power; began to accept bribes, and to 
fell his favours for money. His companions being informed of it, ex- 
preffed their refentment with fome bitternefs, as he thus violated thofe 
principles, in defence of which they had taken up arms. The matter 
was but too apparent, and tended much to weaken his intereft; however, 
he {till pretended that all his paffions and defires centered in the public 


good. 


Theii plundering and profcriptions ftill continuing, the fultan convoked 

a council, cumpofed of his new mufti and principal officers of ftate. In 
confequence of this, the mufti prepared his religious artillery, by fending 
his FETFA to the rebel camp at ATMEIDAN, by the 1IsTAMBOUL EF- 
FENDI°®. This was a humorous whimfical fellow, who having from the 
beginning taken the part of the rebels, was in great efteem amongit them, 
and played his part fo well, that the moft fenfible among the Janiffaries 
confented to retire to their quarters, and to fubmit to the fultan’s pleafure. 
At the fame time the rebels were threatened, that if they did not retire, 
the 
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the ftandard of MAHOMMED would not be hung out in vain, feeing that 
there were thoufands in CONSTANTINOPLE ready to fhed their blood 
in defence of it. Upon thi. they fubmitted, on condition that none of 
them fhould be put to deat!:, and that they fhould have three ftandards 
difplayed, by which means :hey might unite in their own defence in 
cafe of need. Extraordinary as this propofal may appear, the court 
thought proper to fubmit to it, for the prefent, for fear of worfe confe- 
quences. 


The blaze of this rebellious fire feemed thus to be extinguifhed. The 
court thought it unfafe to proceed to the execution of any of the chiefs, 
though it could hardly be expected that the Janiflaries, after fo licentious 
a life for fourteen days, would fubmit to the proper difcipline of that 
body, in whofe chambers it is not permitted to drink wine, nor com- 
mit any fort of debauch. During their feditious practices, PATRONA 
KALIL had poffefled himfelf of money fufficient to maintain him in a 
genteel manner; but his greateft diftinction in his own efteem, was de- 
rived from being the chief author of the revolution. 


He now took a houfe contiguous to the chambers of the Janiffaries, 
and 400 of his followers well armed continued about his perfon. ‘They 
fpent their time in debauches, and feveral murders were committed in 
broad day. Grown hardy in their imaginary fecurity, they made no ícru- 
ple to vifit the new grand vizir, as if they confidered him as their creature , 
They demanded the banifhment of feveral perfons of diftinction ‘that 
others fhould have their employments taken from them; and they named, 
at the fame time, thofe whom they would have preferred. Among the 
latter, PATRONA carried his infolence fo far, as to demand that a certain 
GREEK butcher called yANAK1, to whom he had been much obliged for 
trufting him with a great quantity of provifions, fhould be made prince 
of MoLDAvIA. The ceremonies of the inveftiture of this brutcher prince 
were actually performed ; but as he was not able to raife the funds necef- 
fary on this occafion, and his friend PATRONA, conicious of the wild 

abfurdity 
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abfurdity of his conduct, had deferted him; the imaginary principality 
ef this vain GREEK Was changed into a prifon. 


This, and other fuch extravagancies, began to make the Janiflaries 
afhamed of efpoufing the caufe of fo defpicable a wretch. PATRONA’S 
pride was then a little humbled; he therefore went to pay his court to the 
K ADILESKIER °, a man of fingular probity. He received him with great 
coldnefs ; however, PATRONA with an air of dignity, addrefled him as 
follows: ‘* You know, great EFFENDI 9, that Gop has been pleafed to 
« make ufe of this feeble arm, to deliver his people from the oppreffion 
« of the late miniftry. You, who are wife, and can fee into the hearts 
« of men, know that my defigns are good; however, I find that fome 
« ill-intentioned perfons mifinterpret my actions, and endeavour to repre- 
« fent them as criminal to our mafter the fultan; for whom I have fo 
« often expofed my life. If thefe calumnies continue, I beg you will be 
« my advocate with his highnefs.” “The KADILESKIER anfwered, ‘* That 
« he held falfhood in the higheft contempt, and fhould never be afhamed 
« to tell the truth, and that he might be affured if his opinion was afked, 
c he fhould declare what he thought.” PatTRona was willing to inter- 
pret this ambiguous anfwer in his own favour, and kiffing the hand of 
the KADILESKIER, he retired, and gave 4 handful of fequins to his do- 
meftics; which the KADILESKIER ordered to be thrown into the fea be- 
fore PATRONA’s face, as a mark of his contempt and indignation. 


PATRONA was yet at the head of a party fufficient to fkreen him from 
the refentment of the court, which now meditated a fair occafion to cut 
him off. The 6th of NOVEMBER, as deputy of the Janiflaries, he con- 
voked a grand council, at which the kuan of the CRIM TARTARS, the 
grand vizir, the mufti, and other preat officers of {tate were prefent. He 
opened the affembly himfelf, and addrefling himfelf to the KHAN, fpoke 
to this effect: “ The prefent fituation of the empire has occafioned the 
« convocation of this council; I know that our affairs in PERSIA are every 
« day falling to decay. The Russians are continually fending fuccours 
“ to the PERSIANS ; thercfore my opinion is, that we ought to declare 

“* war, 
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« war, to prevent greater evils, and to revenge ourfelves on them for the 
« blood of muffulmen, which they have been the caufe of {pilling. Let 
« us immediately fend a great army againft them, whilft the TARTARS 
e invade the country of thefe infidels on the other fide, and bring the 
‘© inhabitants into flavery. I think alfo that there is an abfolute neceflity 
“© to curb the bafhas on the frontiers, in their evil practices; fo far from 
“ taking care of the troops, and regarding the Janiffaries as the fure fup- 
‘ port of this monarchy, they treat them ill, and retain their pay for 
‘“ their private ufe, and to gratify their own creatures.” 


He made feveral other remarks in as wild and ind‘gefted a manner, 
whilft the whole aflembly, with hearts full of indignaiion, deplored the 
wretched fituation of the ftate, that obliged the great council of the oT- 
TOMAN empire to hear this defpicable wretch prefume to give laws. At 
length the KHAN of the TARTARsS, tired of hearing his impertinent dif- 
courfe, faid, *‘ You, who fpeak fo much of war, do you know what it Is ? 
« What reafons are there that his highnefs fhould declare war again{t the 
« RusstANs? Do you not know that the court is at peace with them ; 
« and that without juft caufe we ought not to break that peace? Before 
« we proceed to fuch extremities, we ought to know the truth of the 
« extraordinary reports which you make. After this, upon mature de- 
« liberation, we might refolve whether peace or war is moft for the ho- 
« nour and advantage of the empire. ‘Thefe are not fuch light matters 
« as you feem to imagine: tell me by what rout you would penetrate 
« into Russia?” ‘* By what rout,” replied PATRONA, “ that is a pilea- 
« fant queftion indeed; why can’t we go the fame way as we did before, 
« you on one fide, and we on the other?” The TARTAR prince, with 
an air that plainly fhewed he thought it below his dignity to make any 
anfwer, otherwife than as the circumftances of the ftate rendered it ne- 
eeflary to temporize, {poke to this effet: “ Formerly we paffed through 
“ POLAND, becaufe we were then at war with the PoLANDERs, but 
“ at prefent we are at peace with them. Is it juft to fpread defola- 
* tion among people, againft whom we have no caufe of complaint? 
« Do you know that an army of an hundred thoufand TARTARS, can- 
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‘© not mareh into a country without ruining it? It is true that war is the 
«© proper occupation, and the real fource of the riches of my fubjects : 
« fhut up in the plains of the crR1IM, as we have no trade, we decline 
« into poverty; but we had rather facrifice our particular intereft, than 
« juftice, equity, and the laws of nations. We know that wars are the 
« chaftifements of heaven; and we ought to reflect maturely before 
« we take up arms, that we may not repent when we are obliged to 
« lay them down again. Thefe are not affairs to be refolved on in 
« a hurry.” PatTrona replied, “ I fee no harm in carrying defola- 
« tion into the country of infidels; and as to our deliberations, I did 
« not expeét this council fhould have been compofed of more than you, 
«€ MOUSLOUK AGA", the grand vizir, a few other perfons, and my- 
« felf; and for the future, if you pleafe, it fhall be fo, that we may 
« conduct our bufinefs with more fecrecy; otherwife the infidels, being 
« informed of our refolutions, will difconcert our meafures.”’ ‘* When 
« the bufinefs of a council,” replied the KHAN, “ is to confult of war 
‘ or peace, it isa maxim eftablifhed among us, to have numerous af- 
« femblies, that we may know the different fentiments of men upon fo 
« weighty a concern. You fee that IBRAHIM BASHA, ambitious of go- 
« yerning alone, not only perifhed himfelf by an ignominious death, but 
« was near drawing on the ruin of the empire. It is aftonifhing, that fo 
« recent and terrible an example does not inftru& you to avoid the danger 
« of directing folely ; but I declare, if that continues, I will fupplicate 
« his highnefs to fend me into the remoteft banifhment, rather than be a 
« witnefs to the violation of his honour, and the ruin of the {tate.” 


So bold a declaration as this, could not but filence the formidable PA- 
TRONA. The council broke up, and nothing was determined. Many 
entertained 


© This was another Janiflary of the fame ftamp as PATRONA himfelf, who had forfeited his life on 
feveral occafions. This fellow, during the tranlaétions of the late revolution, went with ar imperious 
air into fome of the tribunals in consTANTINOPEE, and without referve difpatched his enutlaries 
who attended him, with orders to kill fuch and fuch rerfons; letting thofe wlio were prefent Know 
at the fame time who he was, and that he had the gift of difcovering the hearts of men: that ie 
loved honet men and hated rafcals ; bidding them look td themfelves. Such was the power or wae 
Janiffaries at that time, and the terror which they fpread through the city. 
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entertained the moft ardent wifhes to fee the deftruction of the rebels, 
who, on their part, concerted meafures to put their own creatures in 
poffeffion of the principal offices of the government, as the only means 
of fecuring themfelves. 


Two days afterwards, the grand fignior invited PATRONA, MOUSLOUK, 
and the aca of the Janiffaries, to court, defiring to be informed of the 
effect of their conference, and to confult with them what meafures to 
purfue in regard to the affairs of PERSIA, as well as the interior govern- 
ment of the empire. At 11 o’clock they attended, with a retinue of 
fix and twenty perfons, whom they left in the firft court, and were them- 
felves conducted to the chamber, where the OTTOMAN princes are cir- 
cumcifed*. Here they found the KHAN of the TARTARs, the mufti, 
the grand vizir, with other great officers of the crown, feated according 
to their rank: there were alfo many officers of the BosTANGIs, and 
other perfons, ftanding. The rebels took their feats, without feeming to 
fufpeét any danger, as the BosrancGis are confidered as domeftics of the 


feraglio. 


The grand vizir opened the affembly, and addreffing himfelf to pa- 
TRONA, faid, “ The grand fignior has made you BEGLERBEG of Ro- 
“ maANIA‘*, and gives you the command of 30,000 men, with which 
‘© you are to join ACHMED, BASHA of BAGDAT, and to act in concert 
« with him againft the pers1ans.” He next fpoke to MOUSLOUK AGA 
in thefe terms: ‘* His highnefs has appointed you BEGLERBEG of NA- 
“ ToLIA, with a body of troops under your command.” And then turn- 
ing to the aca of the Janiffaries, he acquainted him, “ That he was 
‘© appointed Basma of three tails.” Thus he was going on, when Mus- 
TAPHA AGA “cried out aloud, “ Let all the enemies of the ftate be ex- 


<< tirpated ;”” and immediately thirty of the officers of the BosTANGIs 
fell 


$% They call this the SUNNET ODASSI. s The antient rHrace. This is one of the richeft 
governments in the neighbourhood of consTANTINOPLE ; it is a fruitful country, bounded on the 
fouth by the ARCHIPELAGO, near 300 miles long, and more than half as broad, covered with high 
motntains, which are natural bulwarks againft an enemy. u This perfon had in his youthful 
age been a creature of the xnan of the TARTARS, and was a captain of the 17th company of the 
Janiffaries when the fedition broke out; but being devoted to his old maker, he now took the fide 
ef the court, and behaved with the moft approved fidelity, 
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fell with their fabres upon PATRONA KALIL, MOUSLOUK, and the AGA 
of the Janiffaries. The firft was drawing his dagger from under his furr 
to defend himfelf, when MusTAPHA AGA cut his arm with a ftroke of 
his fabre : MOUSLOUK threw his robe over his face, and refigned himfelf 
to his deftiny like a CÆSAR. 


It may appear extraordinary, that thefe traitors left their guard in the 
outward court; however, the difficulty is reconciled, when we confider 
that the bufinefs they were to treat of, was of an important nature, and 
that they had, in the fond prefumption of their imaginations, flattered 
themfelves into a belief that the grand fignior had adopted their fenti- 
ments; not only with regard to the affairs of the empire, but alfo in re- 
{pect to the fecret manner in which they propofed to hold their councils, 
agreeably to what PATRONA had recommended in the lait aflembly. 


As foon as thefe rebel chiefs were put to death, their bodies were 
thrown into the court before the apartment where the cataftrophe hap- 
pened. A meffenger was immediately fent to acquaint their guard, that 
as the grand fignior had been pleafed to prefent their chiefs with a coat 
of honour, his highnefs intended alfo to give them each a CAFTAN™; and 
for this purpofe they were to enter three or four at a time, that the cere- 
mony might be performed with decency. Thefe deluded wretches were 
no fooner arrived in the interior part of the fecond court, than they under- 
went the fame fate as their mafters: fome of them in the outer court at 
length began to fufpe&, as none of their companions returned, that they 
were en{nared, and attempted to fave themfelves: but the gates were fhut 
upon them, and they were flaughtered in the fame manner as the others. 


The report now prevailed in the city, that PATRONA, MOUSLOUK, and 
the aca of the Janiffaries, had been a long time in the feraglio, all the 
gates of which were fhut. ‘This brought feveral of the party thither, 
who began to murmur, and threaten violence ; but as {foon as they taw 
the gates opened, and feveral carts brought forth loaded with the bodies 
of their chiefs reeking with blood; they were feized with difmay and 
fcd. All thefe mangled carcafles were expofed in the ftreet for two 

H 2 hours ; 


” This is the term for thofe veftments which are prefented as marks cf favour. 
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hours; after which, the court, apprchenfive that fo hideous a fpedctacle 


might conjure up fome new frenzy among the people, caufed them to be 
thrown into the fea. 


A numerous body of guards were now ordered to patrole the ftreets, 
to keep good order, and prevent any defperate attempt to fire the city ; 
for PATRONA had often declared, that this would be the confequence of 
taking away his life. At the fame time, feveral of the rebels were feized 
and put to death; and the butcher yanixa furvived his patron but one 
day. Public thanks were then ordered to be given to the Almighty, for 
his fingular mercy in delivering the {tate from fuch imminent danger. A 
general pardon was publifhed to all the rebels, except certain perfons 
who were deemed the chief conductors of the confederacy; but their 
punifhment alfo was changed into banifhment. Befide thefe aéts of cle- 
mency, large donatives were prefented to the Janiffaries, Spahis”, and 
other orders of the foldiery who had been concerned in the revolt. Such 
marks of a generous difpofition in their fovereign, converted their refent- 
ment into wifhes for his profperity and happinefs; fo that by the end 
of NOVEMBER, the city was, to all appearance, reftored to its former 
tranquillity. 

The flames of fe lition were not however extinguifhed. The blood of 
PATRONA KALIL, MOUSLOUK, and their other companions, like that of 
the HYDRA, nourifhed new montfters, which in lefs than four months grew 
to a formidable fize. The great diffipation of treafure which this revo- 
lution had caufed, together with the want of conduét in the new mini- 
fters, not only occafioned the Janiffaries to be in arrears for their pay, but 
alfo created a f{carcity of provifions in CONSTANTINOPLE. ‘Towards the 


end of FEBRUARY this year, people began to murmur aloud, and predic 
another revolution, 


The number of loofe and abandoned fellows, whom the late rebellion 
had brought together, was great. Thefe from their natural difpofition, 
and from their idle manner of living, were ripe for any defperate enter- 
prize. The partizans of acHMED, the dethroned fultan, fubmitted with 


reluctancy 
* Thefe are cavalry of the astatTic domin ons of TURKEY. 
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reluctancy to the deftiny of their late mafler; to that the fpirit of rebet- 
lion was fecretly fomented. The court feemed, however, to have no 
fufpicion of it, when news was brought the 25th of marcs, that a body 
of people had affembled at ATMEIDAN, the ordinary rendezvous of male- 
contents, who, after pillaging feveral fhops, had collected a number of 
arms. ‘Thefe being joined by a party of the Janiflaries, broke open and 
plundered the houfe of the aca of the Janiffaries, who with difficulty 


efcaped with his life. 


The aca immediately acquainted the grand fignior; and his highmnefs 
ordered the grand vizir, the mufti, and other great officers to be afiem- 
bled. The experience of SEPTEMBER laft had taught them, that {uch 
lawlefs force can hardly be fuppreffied but by military juftice: accordingly 
they inftantly collected what forces were at hand, during the night; and 
left neceffity fhould oblige them to call for affiftance, they carried out the 
ftandard of MAHOMMED. The TURKS imagine that thofe who die in 
defence of this ftandard, are entitled to the crown of martyrdom. As 
foon as day broke, the aca of the Janiffaries at the head of one party, 
and the grand vizir with another, fell on the rebels at ATMEIDAN. A 
{mart fkirmifh enfued: the ftandard-bearer was difmounted, and in dan- 
ger of lofing his ftandard, which might have had fatal confequences. 


The rebels being at length put to flight, retired to the chambers of the 
Janiffaries, who, though they had not taken arms in any confiderable 
numbers, were ripe for rebeliion. ‘The grand vizir therefore prudently 
declined following the rebels, left the violation of that azylum, which the 
quarters of thefe foldiers are efteemed, fhould furnifh a reafon for a revolt, 
and plunge the city into the fame diforder, as it had been expofed to four 
months before. They contented themfelves with killing about 200 in 
the flight, and taking 60 prifoners. As foon as thefe laft had made con- 
feffion of their accomplices, they were ftrangled, and their bodies thrown 


into the fea. 


The coffee-houfes and taverns were immediately ordered to be fhut; 


and the GREEKS who fell wine had their veffels ftaved, that no fuel might 
be 
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1731, be afforded to heat the brains of a defperate mob. A conftant patrole 


was kept in the ftreets, and the leaft fufpicion rendered the party criminal, 
fo that numbers of innocent perfons fuffered death. This fevere method 
of curing fo dangerous a diforder in the body politic had its effect, and 
prevented the flames of rebellion from {preading. 


There were feveral parties of the rebels difperfed in different quarters 
of the city. Some thoufands were determined to have joined the camp 
at ATMEIDAN: had the grand vizir therefore been in any degree lefs 
active, it is probable another revolution would have fucceeded, with cir- 
cum{ftances more bloody and fatal than the former. It was imagined that 
FATIMA, daughter of AcHMED the III, and widow of the late grand 
vizir IBRAHIM BASHA, who was ftrangled, had corrupted the Janiffaries, 
in hopes of revenging the death of her hufband. Whether this lady was 
guilty or not, is a queftion which has remained unrefolved. In order to 
quafh this f{pirit of {edition as much as poffible, a confiderable number of 
BOSNIANS, ALBANIANS, and LATS”, were banifhed out of the city. The 
grand vizir alfo omitted no means of humbling the rebels. All thofe 
who were ftrangled or beheaded, were thrown into the fea ; and floating 
about with the waves as {pectacles of terror, became a prey to birds, and 
fifh, infomuch that people of any delicacy, would not eat fifh for fome 
time. 


It was reckoned, that in thefe different rebellions more than 10,000 
men perifhed by the fword or the bow-{ftring. Above 30,000 were driven 
out of CONSTANTINOPLE; and the Janiffaries were quartered in different 
parts to prevent their cabals. Thofe of a feditious fpirit were obliged to 
leave the city; fo that the public tranquillity was at length in a great 
meafure reftored. The rurKs however fuffered very great inconveni- 
encies from thefe diforders, not only by unhinging their government, and 
giving occafion to a continual change of minifters; but alfo by the diffi- 
pation of their treafure, which rendered them lefs capable of fupporting 
a war again{t the PERSIANS. 


CHAP 


y Thefe are a people who inhabit the coaft of the sLAcxK ska, who are robbers and murderers 
by profeiiion. 
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CHAP Valk 


ACHMED, BASHA of BAGDAT, negotiates a peace with the PERSIANS in 
JANUARY 1732. ‘TMHMAS KOULI KHAN augments his army in KHO- 
RASAN. He difapproves of the peace with the TURKS, and enters into 
intrigues with his officers. He makes hts fon governor of KHORASAN ; 
arrives at ISFAHAN 771 AUGUST 1732, and endeavours to vindicate bis 
conduct to the SHAH. 


~ URING thefe inteftine commotions in CONSTANTINOPLE, ACH- 
D MED, BASHA Of BAGDAT, received full orders to treat with the 
PERSIANS for a peace, from an apprehenfion that a defeat of any of their 
armies in As1A would unavoidably bring on further revolutions. ‘The 
lofs which T#HMAS SHAH lately fuftained, in a great meafure facilitated 
this undertaking. This prince had alfo many private reafons, with re- 
gard to his interior government, which rendered peace as defirable to him 
as it was tothe TURKS. ACHMED BASHA was too able a minifter, to be 
ignorant of any material circumftance relating to PERSIA, the intereft and 
power of which he perfectly underftood ; and particularly, that the return 
of r£HMAS KOULI KHAN might render the fuccefs of another campaign 
very different from the laft. The grand fignior had trufted him without 
referve, to make the beft terms he could. He therefore fent to the PER- 
SIAN king to acquaint him, that notwithftanding the great fuccefs of the 
OTTOMAN arms, his mafter the grand fignior was ready to eftablifh a 
firm and lafting friendfhip with him. 


The suan, who was at CASBIN, received the news with the more 
fatisfafiion, as he was under fome apprehenfions, that if the rurKs had 
refolved to march to ISFAHAN, that city muft have fallen a prey to them, 
for there was no army between HAMADAN and his metropolis, which 
could make head againft them. The alarm in that city was fo great, 
that when a detachment of the PERSIAN troops arrived there to main- 
tain tranquillity and order, numbers of the inhabitants were preparing 
for flight. 

2 ACHMED 
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AcHMED BASHA being apprehenfive that his court might rife in her 
demands, in confequence of the late victory, was defirous to bring on an 
accommodation with the peRsrans as foon as poflible. Experience, and 
the light of his own genius had inftructed him, that a war with PERSIA 
could hardly be attended with any good confequences to his country; and 
that it muft certainly hurt his own particular intereft; BAGDAT, the capi- 
ta! of his province, having long been an object on which the PERSIAN 
kings had caft their eyes with earneft withes. 


64. 


Towards the clofe of the laft year, the plenipotentiaries on the part of the 
PERSIANS arrived at the TURKISH Camp near HAMADAN. The conferences 
being opened the 16th of yanuary following, the preliminary articles 
were figned. The river ARAs was appointed as the boundary cf the PER- 
SIAN dominions; fo that the snan yielded his right to ARMENIA, ERI- 
VAN, and GEORGIA. ‘The rurks thus remained poffefied of a country 
near two hundred leagues in extent, which formerly belonged to PERSIA. 
It was however ftipulated, that their joint forces fhould be united in cafe 
of need, to compel the RUSSIANS to evacuate GHILAN, SHIRVAN, and 
DERBEND, with the reft of the weftern coaft of the CASPIAN fea. 


During thefe tranfaGtions, 7 ®HMAS KOULI KHAN, being pofleffed of 
the royal authority to raife money, eftablifhed already a kind of inde- 
pendency ; for the fupport of which he engaged in his fervice a confi- 
derable number of ABDOLLEES, AFGHANS, OUSBEGS, and TURKUMANS, 
If we may judge from confequences, and the general tenor of his con- 
duct, he forefaw from the beginning, that the only method by which he 
could awe the PERSIANS, and arrive at the object in view, would be to 
form a large army, compofed chiefly of TARTARs. For thefe not having 
any prejudices concerning the hereditary right of princes, were moft likely 
to be at his devotion, fo long as he paid them well, which the power 
he was invefted with, enabled him to do. He employed his time in 
KHORASAN in putting MESCHED in a fituation of defence, and took other 
meafures to prevent the incurfions of the TARTARS. 


As foon as he heard that the snan had loft two battles againft the 
TURKS, and was entering into pacific meafures with them, he wrote im- 
2 mediately 
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mediately to his majefty in the ftrongeft terms, defiring that he would 
perfift in demanding the reftitution of all the conquered provinces ; ad- 
ding, that he fhould join him foon with an army of victorious troops, 
before whom the TuRKs would fly, as the AFGHANs had lately done; 
that in the mean while, he need only keep on the defenfive. 


The suan, who in a great meafure inherited the peaceable difpofition 
of his father, found more joy in repofe than in conqueft. It is probable, 
however, that he was actuated by motives of policy; for having now no 
enemy to contend with, his numerous ftanding army would become un- 
neceflary ; and he might have a fair opportunity of reducing the enormous 
power of his general, by cither totally difbanding his forces, or reducing 
them to a fmall number. To this might be added, that PERSIA having 
groaned feveral years under the fervitude of the AFGHANS, the people were 
very much impoverifhed, and required fome refpite to cultivate the earth, 
and rebuild their ruined houfes. 


After the conclufion of the peace, T#HMAs marched with his forces 
from CASBIN to ISFAHAN; where he ratified the treaty, difbanded fome 
of his troops, and fent others into their refpective quarters. He then 
wrote to his general TÆMAS KOULI KHAN, acquainting him, that he had 
thought proper to put an end to a war fo chargeable to his people; and as 
he had no enemies foreign or domeftic, that difturbed the repofe of the 
ftate, he ordered him to difband the army under his command, and to 
repair to IsFAHAN, to confult with him concerning the domettic œco- 
nomy of the government, and the welfare of his people. 


Thefe pacific meafures were by no means confiftent with the ambitious 
projects of the persiAn general, He, who in a lower rank of life had 
been accuftomed to follow the dictates of his own paffions, unreftrained 
by any law human or divine, could hardly be expected to fhew a paflive 
conduét at the head of a victorious army, intirely devoted to his fervice. 
He had already acquainted his chief officers of the king’s ill fortune againít 
the TURKS, and the peace which had been made in confequence of it: 
he reprefented this condué as inglorious, impolitic and pufilanimous; and 
as that which would draw on the misfortunes of the preceding reign, and 
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plunge the empire into the fame diftrefS as it had been in under the AF- 
cuans. He further made them fenfible, how much fuperior their valour 
and knowledge in the art of war was to that of the rurKs; but that 
pacific meafures, after thus roufing themfelves to a martial fpirit, were 
the fure way to enervate their minds, and difqualify them for the duties of 
2 foldier; and confequently prepare them to become flaves again: that 
the rurks, in the mean while, being fuffercd to poflefs fo fine and ex- 
tenfive a tract of country, would increafe in power, and PERsIA would 
be expofed to the greater ruin hereafter: moreover, that {fuch meafures 
muft certainly have a more direct aim at himfelf and them, whofe mili- 
tary virtues rendered them objects of jealoufy at court; and the experience 
of HUSSEIN’s reign had proved it to be dangerous for PERSIANS to diftin- 
guith themfelves in the fervice of their country. 


Difcourfes like thefe carried with them the appearance of honour and 
integrity ; and many who meant well to the royal family, had their loyalty 
fhaken under the fpecious pretence of the public good. But not to throw 
all the odium on the king, NADIR artfully infinuated to thefe, that the 
minifters, whom their fovereign had employed to negotiate this peace, 
had been falfe to their truft; or persia, fupported by their victorious 
arms, would certainly have obtained terms lefs difhonourable. As to 
the common foldiers, what offended them moft, was the confideration 
that no particular gratuity was promifed them on their difmiffion, after 


their great and fignal fervices. 


Under thefe circumftances, a man of lefs art and refolution than NADIR, 
might have tainted their minds with rebellious fentiments; however, it 
was neceflary to conduct his defigns to an iffue with great circum[{pection, 
fince there could not be wanting numbers in his army, who were much 
more inclined to difplace their general than their king. Things were not 
yet arrived to maturity; nor could any certain judgment be formed of the 
{tate of affairs at fo great a diftance. The court was diffident of the ge- 
neral, and the general jealous of the court, fo that neither knew exactly 


what the other intended. 


NADIR 
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Napir was not at a lofs to find pretences for delaying his return to 
court, and fome time was neceflary to plan his fcheme for the increafe 
of his power. It is hard to fay, if the {trong impulfe of felf-prefervation 
had not almoft as great a fhare as ambition. The eafy credulous nature 
of rmumas might have forgiven all that was paft, with regard to the 
infolence of his general, in demanding fo extraordinary a power as that 
of raifing money, and his imperious conduct in the ufe of it. But fe- 
veral of the great men about the king’s perfon, fome from a knowledge 
of wADIR’s boundlefs ambition, and others from private refentment, were 
fo defirous of feeing him humbled, that they could not keep their own 
council. They difcovered their opinion and defigns to thofe, who were 
fecretly in the intereft of the general, Of all thefe intrigues and private 
commotions, the general was made acquainted ; alfo of the conduct of 
fome, who ipoke difrefpe€tfully of the king himfelf. He was therefore 
the better qualified how to a¢ct his part, when he fhould return to court. 


He had employed the end of the laft year, and the beginning of this, 
chiefly in levying men, and difciplining his army; which now amounted 
to near 70,000 men, the greateft part of them TaRTARS. The parti- 
cular regard he had for the province of KHORASAN, engaged his attention 
in every inftance that could promote the welfare and fecurity of it; and 
as a natural effect of his power, as well as to ftrengthen his intereft in 
that country, he gave the government of the province to his fon RIZA 
KouLI. And tho’ this ftep was prefumed to be with the king’s appro- 
bation, yet as this province had generally been given to one of the royal 
blood, his conduét in this inftance feemed to demonftrate a defpotic au- 
thority. 


Having made this difpofition, he fet out about the month of JUNE, 
making flow marches towards ISFAHAN, where he arrived in AUGUST. 
The people, as well as the king and his court, feemed to dread his ap- 
proach. All perfons of difcernment faw that he could mount no higher, 
without feizing the diadem. ‘The king himfelf hardly dared to name 
any perfons to fill up the firt employments of the empire, without the 
confent of his general, TÆHNMAS KOULI KHAN ever took occafion to 
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reprefent the neceflity of fupporting a great army, and that the national 
revenues ought to be appropriated to that purpofe, prior to any of thofe 
large falaries, which he pretended were unneceflarily annexed to the great 
offices of the crown. Indeed he was the fpirit that animated the whole 
army ; he entered fo intirely into the bufinefs of it, that hardly the meaneft 
common foldier committed any offence, deferted, or died, but he was 
immediately acquainted; and the great ftrength of his memory enabled 
him to act in every circumftance of the military ceconomy. 


T#HMAS KOULI KHAN was now to fhew a mafter-piece of policy. 
Direfied by thofe principles which had been inftrumental to his ad- 
vancement to his prefent height of power, he was if poffible to make 
the suan fubfcribe to his own ruin. As foon as he arrived near ISFA- 
HAN, and encamped his army, he waited on the king to inform him in 
what manner he had been employed, and how much he had his majefty’s 
intereft at heart. He reprefented at the fame time, that his majefty had 
been very ill advifed with regard to the peace he had lately concluded 
with the TURKS, fince he was morally certain, that the army under his 
command, if they might be permitted, would foon drive the TURKS to 
their antient confines, and perhaps make the grand fignior tremble in his 
capital; fo that thofe minifters, who had advifed his majetty to this ftep, 
were certainly no friends to their country, and could not have the glory 
of their fovereign at heart ; adding, he had too much reafon to believe, 
that fuch men were his own enemies alfo; and that he was informed 
fome of them had gone fo far, as to advife his majefty to imbrue his 
hands in the blood of that man, whom he had been pleafed fo highly to 
honour ; whofe fervices he had fo often acknowledged ; and whofe only 
happinefs it was to devote his life to his fervice. 


The sam, who had for fome time diffembled his refentment, was 
now inclined to believe that his general had been mifreprefented to him. 
The KHAN, who watched every motion of his heart, found it a proper 
feafon to regain his mafter’s good opinion. The sAm denied that any 
perfon had recommended to him to deprive his general of his life. Kovur 
KHAN, in very tender paflionate terms then reprefented to him, how mucl. 

his 
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his majefty was a prey to evil counfellors; and as the treacherous courtiers 
of his father, by their intrigues would have cut off LuTF ALI KHAN, at 
the very time that the army under his command might have faved the 
empire ; fo they were now playing off the fame diabolical engines to ruin 
his majefty. He then produced the letters already mentioned, which he 
had received from feveral perfons at court, whilft he was in KHORASAN; 
and begged his majefty would be pleafed to read them, and judge from 
thence of the fidelity of his minifters. After this, afluring the king of 
his own readinefs to devote his life to his fervice, he retired. 


1732. 


T £HMAs SHAH having read the letters, of which it is probable fome 
were real, was aftonifhed to fee the perfidy of feveral of thofe in whoin he 
had placed a confidence. But as this treafonable correfpondence feemed 
rather to argue a contempt of his perfon, than a defign againft his life 
or crown; the gentlenefs of his mind naturally difpofed him to forgive- 
nefs, at leaft to diffemble his refentment for the prefent. 





CHAP. AX: 


KOULI KHAN /eizes SHAH TAHMAS. The infant awas elected king. In- 
trigues of KOULI KHAN. TÆHMAS SHAH removed to SEBSAWAR. The 
two fons of KOULI KHAN nominated to the principal governments, His 
manifefto difclaiming the peace with the TURKS. ‘TOPAL OSMAN BASHA 
appointed SERASKIER Of the TURKISH army. KOULI KHAN marches to 
BAGDAT. 


HE diftrattions of the preceding years feemed to have banifhed 
all fentiments of virtue from the hearts of the PERSIANS; infomuch, 
that the unfortunate SHAH T#HMAs had really no friends, or none who 
were men of abilities. ‘The only perfons who had been about him fince 
his reftoration, remarkable for their honour and capacity, were MYRZA 
DAUDAM, a GEORGIAN prince, who had been married to one of his 
fitters in his father’s time; and sEFFIE KOULI KHAN; the firft of thefe 
was killed in the late action at ERIVAN, and the latter being taken pri- 
2 foner, 
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foner, fella facrifice to the refentment of the TURKS, as already related. 
It is probable, that the general aimed at the deftruction of thofe, whom 
he apprehended would be the greateft bar to his ambition. Whether 
he meant to procure their removal, or only to gain the confidence of his 
mafter, that he might the more eafily get him into his poffeffion, is not 
material; this conclufion we may draw from the sHan’s paffive conduct, 
that it probably encouraged KoULI KHAN to proceed farther than he at 
firít intended. 


It is certain, however, when he difcovered that the letters produced 
no effeét with regard to the perfons whom he defired to deftroy, he natu- 
rally concluded that he was himfelf marked out for deftruétion ; for he 
could not be ignorant in what degree his conduct had rendered him ob- 
noxious. He acquainted the chiefs of his army with his apprehenfions, 
and pofieffed them with an opinion, that their intereft and fafety were 
infeparably connected with his own. The fentiments which they had 
previoufly entertained of the king and his court, together with the 
late peace concluded with the TURKS, confirmed them in an opinion, 
that the king had refolved to difband the army, and to call the general 
and his adherents to a fevere account. ‘—T#HMAS KOULI KHAN artfully 
infinuated, that there was an expedient by which they could not only 
preferve themfelves, but alfo fave their country from the confequences of 
this ruinous peace. 

He then communicated the project he had formed, of depofing TÆH- 
MAS, and putting that prince’s fon, ABAS MYRZA, an infant of fix months, 
in his place ; and fince there was no other method, he would, with their 
approbation, enter immediately on this important bufinefs, the conduct of 
which they might leave to him. The matter being thus agreed, under 
an engagement of the moft inviolable fecrecy ; the next ftep was how to 
prevail on the sHAH to leave the city, and afford him a fair opportunity 


of fecuring his perfon. 
Whatever defigns the suan might have, he diffembled them for the 
prefent, without feeming to be fufpicious, and tho’ he had deftroyed the 


treafonable letters, yet they made fuch an impreffion on him, that he 
2 thought 
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thought the general at leaft as faithful as his other courtiers; and there- 
fore made no fcruple to accept an invitation to fee his army in review. 
The evolutions and appearance of his foldiers gave him great fatisfaćtion, 
and might have afforded him a fair opportunity of removing the general. 
The fight of their prince naturally drew the attention of the fubalterns 
and common foldiers: as he rode through the ranks, many of them de- 
clared aloud, “ That if he had any particular command they were ready 
“« to execute it.’” The boldeft traitor, whilft a plot is ripening for exe- 
cution, muft feel fome tremors, when there is any ground to think his 
treafon is difcovered. The general, in whofe hearing this declaration was 
made, was at firft furprized; but recovering himfelf, he defired the sHAH 
to tell them, ‘* That as the command of the army was given to him, the 
<< proof of their obedience to their fovereign was to obey their general.”’ 


After the review was over, the KHAN invited the sHAH to a re- 
paft. This crafty arsHarR, as if he had learnt from that mafter of 
treachery MIR VAIS, how to carry his treafon into execution 7, though 
his purpofe was not bloody; had prepared this fnare to entangle his fo- 
vereign. Whether fatigue or the infufion of a drug helped to overpower 
the king; a {mall quantity of wine intoxicated him. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances, this unhappy prince was an object of the derifion of the 
general’s creatures; and in this condition he ordered him to be removed 
to an apartment in the gardens of HAZARJERIB, there to be kept under 
a ftrong guard. The king’s attendants, who infifted on the right of 
taking charge of his majefty’s perfon, were feized by the guards, and put 
under confinement. 


TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN having corrupted the great officers of ftate, as 
well as his own generals, called an affembly the next day, which he ha- 
rangued to this effect: “ All the world knows how much I have the 
« intereft of my country at heart, and how prodigal I have been of my 
« life to advance the welfare of it. We have feen, by the late reign, the 
« fatal confequences which attend a weak and pufilanimous conduct : and 
« fhall we be idle fpectators of our own ruin? SHAH TZHMAS has os 

< ready 


z See Vol. III. page 47. 
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« ready given us a proof of his incapacity to govern. Could a prince, 
<< infpired with a common refolution, or in any degree fenfible of the in- 
« tereft of his fubjects, have made fo fcandalous a peace with the TURKS: 
« a people, who have adopted it as a principle of their politics, as well 
« as religion, to pillage and lay wafte this country? There is no king 
« but he, who being worthy of a crown wears it with dignity; let us 
«© haften to dethrone a prince, whofe weaknefs and cowardice will {oon 
« plunge us into thofe misfortunes, out of which we are but juft re- 
« covered. We have in his fon an heir of the true line, who under 
« the conduct of wife tutors will learn the art of government. In the 
« mean while the kingdom may be ruled by a regency, who have the 
« honour and intereft of their country at heart.”’ 


This difcourfe met with all the applaufe from thofe who were intirely 
his creatures, which his moft fanguine expectations could fuggeft: he 
then demanded of the aflembly, what fhould be done further with the 
king; this queftion alarmed them a little, fearing a defign of putting him 
to death, which they would hardly have been wicked enough to confent 
to. They made anfwer, that nothing more was neceflary to be done; 
however, upon maturer deliberation, to prevent the diforders which might 
arife from his being near IsF AHAN; it was agreed, that he fhould be re- 
moved to fome remote part in the eaftern provinces of the empire; and 
he was accordingly fent to sEBsAWAR*, under a {trong convoy of ous- 
BEGS and AFGHANS of the suNNnI religion. 


The next debate turned upon his fucceflor. As they fet out on pre- 
tended principles of equity, and the general himfelf had declared, he 
meant to preferve the diadem to the royal line in the perfon of the young 
ABAS, it could hardly be expected, even in this corrupt afflembly, there 
fhould be a fingle perfon who dared to propofe any other than the in- 
fant prince. Some of the moft abandoned however, declared there 
was none fo proper as the general himfelf, as the circumftances of the 
{tate required a prince who was capable of conducting an army. The 
KHAN rebuked them with an air of indignation; alledging, that the 

hereditary 


2 A city in KHORASAN. 
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hereditary rights of princes were facred, fo long as they took no ftep to 
injure the people whom they govern. He was indeed already poffefied 
of an unlimited power, and might have embraced fo favourable a con- 
junéture to grafp at the crown; but he could not be ignorant, that fuch 
an attempt would be attended with fome danger. There muft have been 
great numbers in his army, who were not yet entirely devoted to his fer- 
vice; nor could the reputation of his exploits have fo firmly eftablifhed 
his character, as to countenance fo daring an attempt. We cannot fay 
that his ambition yielded to his policy, but that he feafoned both with 
patience, till his army fhould be more accuftomed to his authority, and 
receive more demontftrative proofs of his abilities, 


The apprehenfions of an infurrection had induced the general to caufe 
a proclamation to be made in the city, that no perfons fhould ftir out of 
their houfes ; but as foon as he difcovered that the neighbourhood of the 
army kept the people in fufficient awe, and that the unfortunate TZHMAS 
had no adherents who dared to oppofe his pleafure, he revoked thofe 
orders, and bufinefs went on as ufual. Preparations were now made for 
the inauguration of the young prince ABAs. T.#HMAS KOULI KHAN €n- 
tered IsFAHAN with great pomp, and going directly to the palace, caufed 
public notice to be given, that the KHAN and the great officers of the 
crown had declared sHAH T#HMAs incapable of holding the reins of 
government; and therefore they had chofen his fon aBas, the third 


of that name, emperor of PERSIA. 


The young infant was accordingly brought out in his cradle, and the 
diadem fixed to the right fide of his head, as a mark of his fovereignty ; 
the general himfelf firft took the oath of allegiance on the khoran, and 
proftrated himfelf in homage to the new king; all the other great officers 


followed his example. 


KouLI KHAN and his creatures now gave the law, not fo much in 
form of a regency, as in confequence of their offices. He had ac- 
quired the afcendency, and was in fact the fovereign. Orders were fent 
to all the provinces, to notify the acceffion of agas III, to the throne ; 
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and fuch officers were appointed for the refpective governments, as 


fuited the pleafure and intereft of the general. He then celebrated his 
nuptials with the aunt of the dethroned snam. His eldeft fon, RIZA 
KOULI, we have obferved, was appointed governor of KHORASAN ; and 
his fecond fon, NEZR ALI, was now made governor of HERAT. His 
elder brother 1BRAHIM, one of the followers of his fortunes, was made a 
KHAN, and the government of TAvRIS was afligned him. KHERMAN 
was conferred on his next brother. - Befides thefe, many other difpofitions 
of the like nature were made, and the feveral offices of moft importance 
were given to perfons devoted to his intereft. He then confulted for the 
further advancement of his own fortune, and the gratification of his paffion 
for military glory. All thefe events pafled in the month of aucusT. 


Thus did this great wicked man, under the {pecious pretence of pro- 
moting the honour and intereft of his country, prepare the way to afcend 
the giddy heights of his ambition. He feemed already to look down on 
thefe inftruments of his pride, as wretches who were affiduous in forging 


their own chains. 


The activity of his genius fuffered not a moment to be loft. In 
order to give the greater fanction to his conduct, upon the principles of 
national love, he publifhed a manifefto, difclaiming the peace which had 
been lately made with the TuRKs. It was in a more particular manner 
addrefled to the BASHA Of BAGDAT, and conceived in thefe terms: 
« Be it known to you, the BASHA of BAGDAT, that we claim an indu- 
“ bitable right of vifiting the tombs of the IMAMS, ALI, GHERBELLAI, 
“ MAHALLADE, MOUZA, and HUSSEIN’, We demand the delivery of 
‘¢ all the pERsIANS who have been taken prifoners in the late war: and 
« as the blood of our countrymen yet {mokes, and calls upon their fove- 
“« reign for vengeance, there ought to be fo much fhed of the fubjects 
“ of the grand fignior, as thefe have fpilt of the fubjects of the king of 
PERSIA. We make thefe our fentiments known, that you may not 
s accufe us of the difhonour of taking you by furprize. We are going 

“ foon 


Thefe are prophets who are held in veneration by the Persians, and whofe tombs are near 
BAGDAT. 





«© foon at the head of our victorious army to breathe the {weet air of the 
s plains of BAGDAT, and to take our repofe under the fhadow of its 


‘© walls.” 


ACHMED, BASHA Of BAGDAT, immediately acquainted the OTTOMAN 
court of the extraordinary menace which had been fent him. The TURKS 
being thus alarmed, the grand vizir and the mufti were difgraced, as having 
been the chief advifers in making a peace with the PERSIANS, at a time 
when the ofTOMAN armies were victorious. On the 6th of ocroser, the 
horfe’s tail, which is the fignal of war, was hung out at the feraglio at 
CONSTANTINOPLE; and the divan declared war againft the PERSIANS with 
the ordinary folemnities. Orders were alfo fent to equip a fleet of fhips 
on the BLACK SEA, to tranfport a large body of Janiffaries and Spahis to 
TREBISONDE, together with all kind of ammunition for the fecurity of 
the ftrong places in GEorc1a. The BASHAS of NATOLIA and EGYPT were 
ordered to fend their quotas of men to the fuccour of BacpaT. At the 
fame time, ACHMED BASHA put himfelf in a condition of holding out a 
long fiege. 


In the beginning of Marcu this year, TOPAL OSMAN, late vizir, and 
now BASHA Of TREBISONDE, was appointed generaliffimo of the OTTOMAN 
army, which confifted of near 80,000 men. Tho’ the caprice of the 
TURKS had rendered it necefflary to deprive him of his office of vizir, his 
great valour and integrity, joined to a large experience, gave him the 
higheft place in the efteem of his mafter the grand fignior: and the great 
fhare he had in recommending the late pacific treaty with the PER- 
sIANS, created in him a quicker refentment of their violation of that 
treaty. 


The grand fignior acquainted the EUROPEAN courts of the caufe of 
his military preparations, in confequence of the ufurpation of T&HMAs 
KOULI KHAN, under pretence of electing the infant-king asas. The 
PERSIAN general affected great unconcern at the menaces and preparations 
of the Turks ; for tho’ he knew they could fend large armies into the 
field, yet he f{crupled not to declare, that the fortune of war did not tu 
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1733. much depend on numbers, as on the valour and experience of foldiers. 
He thought it his intereft however to cultivate a good underftanding with 
the RUSSIANS, and fent an embaffador to acquaint them of the accefiion 
of agas the III. to the throne of the PERSIAN empire. The court of 
ST. PETERSBURG received this embaffador with all the honour due to mi- 
nifters of his rank ; and tho’ the depofing of snan T#HMaAs was in itfelf 
a circumftance ungrateful to them, yet the natural intereft of RUSSIA 
could not but render it agreeable, to find that the rurKS were threatened 
to be humbled by the victorious troops of T#HMAS KOULI KHAN. 


In the mean time, the peRsraNn general having collected all his forces 
from the eaftern provinces, and engaged alfo a body of AraBians, the 
plains of HAMADAN were appointed for a general rendezvous. The army 
confifted of near 80,000 fighting men; and as the fortune of KoULI 
KHAN, and the bravery of his men promifed fome remarkable fuccefs, 
the provinces fent in their refpective quotas of troops with great alacrity. 
Of the grandees of the court of ISFAHAN, fome through hope of pro- 
motion, and others through fear of the refentment of KOULI KHAN, were 
induced to accompany him in this war ; which anfwered a double pur- 
pofe to him, as it prevented their caballing in his abfence, and by means 
of their influence in their refpeStive provinces, put him in a better capa- 
city of carrying on the war with vigour. 


TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN at the head of this formidable army, began 
his march from 1sFAHAN in the month of FEBRUARY, directing his courfe 
towards HAMADAN. As foon as he arrived on the plains near that city, 
he made a general review of his forces, and encouraged his men by aflur- 
ing them, that he did not doubt before it was long, he fhould fix his 
ftandards on the ramparts of CONSTANTINOPLE. 


The firft operation of the campaign was the fiege of KERMANSHA “. 
SHAH T#HMAS had certainly erred in his politics, in yielding up this 
place to the ruRKs, as its vicinity to PERSIA mutt neceflarily have occa- 
fioned great jealoufies between the fubjects, as well as the governments of 

both 


e€ This is a great city, which pe L1she2’s map includes in IRAK AGAMI, but it is generally under- 
Rood to be in KWURDESTAN. 
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both countries. A great part of the inhabitants were PERSIANS; fo that 
TAMAS KOULI KHAN was hardly arrived there with his whole army, when 
the inhabitants opened their gates to him, The unfortunate governor was 
put to death, in return for the violence on SEFFIE KOULI KHAN at CON- 
STANTINOPLE; this execution was performed in the fight of the whole 
army. Several other TURKS had the fame fate *. After appointing ABDAL 
BAKI KHAN as governor, and leaving a garrifon of his own people in this 
city, TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN began his march towards BAGDAT. This 
was the favourite object he had in view: he knew that ACHMED, BASHA 
of that city and its dependencies, had made the neceffary preparations for 
its defence; but he flattered himfelf, that by taking the field fo much 
earlier than the TURKs could collect an army to oppofe him, he fhould 
bring the BASHA to a fubmiflion. 


The rurxs had the precaution to fend detachments of their forces to 
guard the defiles on the PERSIAN fide, which cover the plains towards the 
frontiers of BAGDAT. Thefe however were eafily forced; the TURKS 
having neither fkill, courage, nor numbers to ftop the progrefs of the 
PERSIAN army. ‘Traverfing the great foreft between the cities MENDELI 
and NEZERETH, he pailed the river syNNEE, on the banks of which the 
TURKS had in vain erected feveral batteries. ‘Then coming into the plains 
of BAGDAT, he croffed the river KENTOUL, which is a branch of the 
TIGRIS, and after a march of twenty days, he arrived the roth of APRIL 
under the walls of BAGDAT. 

a I cannot help remarking, how fond fome writers of hiftorical accounts of persia are of fhed- 
ding blood: if any number of perfons are put to death, they make whole cities maflacred. A gain, if 


an army confilts of 50,000 men, they mention them as 100,000; but this laft error feems to ar.fe 
from the numerous followers of the camp. 
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CHAP As 


Defcription of Bacpat. This city is befieged. The condudt of KOULI 
KHAN. The vigilance of ACHMED BASHA. Stratagem of TOPAL Os- 
MAN. The PERSIAN army defeated with great flaughter. Letter of 
ACHMED BASHA fo the grand fignior. Great rejoicings at the OTTO- 
MAN court for the vidtory over the PERSIANS. TOPAL OSMAN fends 


hes army into quarters. 


EFORE we enter upon any circumftance relating to the fiege of 

BAGDAT, it may afford fome light to the fubjec, to give a fhort 
account of this famous city, in the neighbourhood of which formerly ftood 
the metropolis € of one of the moft antient and moft potent monarchies 
in the world. The place is generally called BAGDAT or BAGDAD, tho’ 
fome writers preferve the antient name of BABYLON. The reafon of 
thus confounding thefe two cities is, that the TIGRIS and EUPHRATES 
forming one common ftream before they difembogue into the PERSIAN 
gulph, are not unfrequently mentioned as one and the fame river. It is 
certain that the prefent BAGDAT is fituated on the ricris‘, but the an- 
tient BABYLON, according to all hiftorians facred and prophane, was on 
the EUPHRATES. ‘The ruins of the latter, which geographical writers 
place about fifteen leagues to the fouth of BAGDAT, are now fo much 
effaced, that there are hardly any veftiges of them to point out the 
fituation. In the time of the emperor THEODOSIUS there was only a 
great park remaining, in which the kings of PERSIA bred wild beafts 


for the amufement of hunting. 
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BAGDAT, 


e Basyton, the feat of the kings of ASSYRIA. f The waters of this river, which is 


called pipcgetie by the rurks and PERSIANS, are reckoned extremely wholefome, and not lefa 
agreeable to the tate. ‘This river iffues with a great noife from a cavern to the north of the city 
DIAKBEKIR, near Which there is a very good ftone bridge over it. Before it reaches this place it 
takes in feveral other rivers, and running to the eaftward is augmented by the HEINI, FERDGIL, 
BICHERI, and others which come from the eat. After pafling BacDAT it receives a great increafe 
from the piata, and meets the EUPHRATES not far from DGENASIR. Wear vasir it divides 
into many branches, aud forms feveral iflands, called the iflands of the ARABIAN river. At CCRNA 
it again joins tte EupHRatTes, and difembogues itfelf into the rsr-i1an guiph below sassona, 


‘ts whole courfe being computed aco leagues. 


4. 





BaGpaT, formerly the teat of the ABBASSINEAN CALIPHS, is the 
capital of rRAC-ARABI. This country is reckoned 120 leagues long 
and 8a broad, though great part of it is very poorly inhabited. It in- 
cludes feveral diftricts, and is one of the moft important governments in 
the oTTOMAN empire. The city is fituated on the eaft fide of the T1- 
GRIS, on the banks of which it extends about two miles. It was built 
on the ruins of the antient sELEUcIA, near the year 760. ‘The govern- 
ment of the caLipus being extinct, the city was united to the kingdom 
of PERSIA about the year 1250, but was taken by AMURATH the Ivth 
in 1638, and has remained under the dominion of the OTTOMAN em- 
pire, notwithftanding the repeated efforts of the PERSIAN monarchs to 
recover it. 


The fortification is compofed of lofty thick walls of brick, covered 
with earth, ftrengthened by great towers in form of baftions placed at 
certain diftances, and protected by a deep ditch, which can be filled at 
any time by the waters of the T1cRIs. The citadel is on the north fide, 
and commands the river. ‘The whole fortification is furnifhed with near 
200 pieces of cannon*®. ‘The garrifon generally confifts of a body of 
ten thoufand men, and in time of war more than twice that number, 
befides the ordinary militia, which is 12,000 men. From hence it is 
eafy to conceive, that under an experienced commander this place could 
hardly be taken by an eaftern army, any otherwife than by famine, Its 
happy fituation on the ricris is an advantage which enables it, upon 
the apprehenfion of an enemy, to lay in a large fupply of provifions. 


The fuburbs being very extenfive, and raifed on both fides of the T1- 
GRIS, there is a communication by a bridge of boats, the only one which 
that river will admit of, as it is broad and deep, and in its ordinary courfe 
very rapid. At certain feafons it {wells to a prodigious height, and over- 
flowing the country, occafions many moraffes on the fide oppofite to the 
city. Among thefe are feveral towns and villages, whofe inhabitants are 
faid to be the antient caLDEANS. ‘Thefe people are of a particular reli- 

gion, 


£ Thefe were formerly only fix pounders, but of late fome of them have been exchanged for 
heavier, 
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gion, which they pretend is that of sers: there are alfo a great number 
of arABs in this neighbourhood, who render travelling dangerous. The 
advantage of the TIGRIS is fo confiderable with regard to commerce, that 
altho’ the climate is exceffive hot, and in other refpects far from being 
agreeable, yet there are a great number of inhabitants in this city. The 
sreateft part of thefe are PERSIANS, ARMENIANS, and jews. ‘The two 
laft occupy near half the city, and drive a confiderable trade with BAs- 
soRA *, and the inland parts. The jews are the more engaged to live 
here, from a reverence to the fepulchre of the prophet EZEKIEL, which 
it is pretended is a day’s journey from the city. 


T £HMAS KOULI KHAN having found means to corrupt fome of the in- 
habitants of this important city, made his advances with great confidence. 
However, he was in want of artillery, and of courfe in no capacity to 
make regular approaches, had he poffeffed the {kill of an EUROPEAN ge- 
neral. His great bufinefs was to inveft the city, and force the inhabitants 
to a f{ubmiffion by famine, or fubdue them by ftratagem. Myrza KHAN, 
an office: of great valour and experience, who had been an early follower 
of the fortunes of KOULI KHAN, was fent with 10,000 men a league up 
the TIGRIS, and paffed the river near the fuburbs of Koucn KALEssI 5. 
This detachment executed their bufinefs without any confiderable lofs: 
after pillaging the town, they fixed their camp in that neighbourhood *. 
Here they found a piece of cannon of a very great fize, which the BASHA, 
nothwithftanding his great circumfpection, had neglected to bring away, 
or render ufelefs. But this was the only battering cannon in the PERSIAN 
army, and was by no means fufficient to make a breach, tho’ it was ufed 
with fome fuccefs, and helped to intimidate the inhabitants. 

BAGDAT, 

b They have cover'’d veffels called rexnes, in which they bring the produce of rnpra and other 
countries up the TIGRIS. There are alfo others call’d panexs and GURABs. 

i Signifies in aR asic the bird tower. k It is reported that the waters of the Trer1s foon 
after fwell’d to a great degree, and cut off all communication from the main body of the PERSIAN 
army : that the rurxKs took the opportunity to attack this officer, who maintained his ground very 
gallantly ; but being over-power’d by numbers was obliged to retreat after a confiderable lofs. And 
that this circumftance, in a great meafure, contributed to the defeat of the persian general fome 
time after. But what rurKs thefe were who defeated him is not faid, unlefs it was after the battle of 


KERKOUD: and as TOPAL OSMAN, as well as ACHMED BASHA, are filent on this head, I muf 
leave MYRZA «HAN to be difpofed of as the reader pleafes. 
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BaGpAT was now clofely blocked up on both fides the TIGRIS, by an 
army of 80,000 men, fo that neither troops, ammunition, nor provifions 
could be thrown into the town. ‘The TuRKIsH garrifon within the walls 
confifted of about 20,000 men, befides the militia. They laboured how- 
ever under the great inconveniency of having a number of PERSIAN inha- 
bitants, fome of whom might be fuppofed in the intereft of the PEF: = 
general ; fo that ACHMED had his attention divided both within and with- 
out the walls. But in order to prevent any evil confequence from hence, 
tho’ the majority were much more difpofed to live under the TURKISH 
government than the PERSIAN; he caufed fome of the principal among 
them to take up their lodging in the citadel, as hoftages for the good 
behaviour of their countrymen. TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN having thus 
cantoned his army, and blockaded the city, expected to oblige ACHMED 
BASHA to a furrender by famine: nor could he well have failed, if his 
vanity had not got the better of his prudence. 


ToPAL OSMAN BASHA, though an able and experienced officer, and 
zealous in the laft degree for the glory of his mafter, and the welfare of 
his country; would hardly have been able to relieve BAGDAT, and pre- 
vent its being difmembered from the orTomMAN empire, had the PER- 
sIAN general been lefs confident of his fuccefs. When this BASHA was 
appointed sERASKIER ' of the of TOMAN army, his credit at the port was 
very great; yet the fuccours and reinforcements of money, troops, and 
ammunition, which were promifed him, were fent only in {mall propor- 
tions, and in a very irregular manner, fo that he was unavoidably obliged 
to remain feveral months in a ftate of inaction. 


During this interval, TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN, already anticipating his 
triumphs in imagination, wrote to the BAsHA of MosuL, fummoning him 
to furrender, adding words to this effe&™: ‘* I am informed that a certain 


« TURKISH general, whofe flow advances give me no great idea of his 
‘ courage, 


1 General in chie m Mefflages of defiance have been long difuled among EUROPEAN 
generals; nor would I have inferted thefe, but to give fome idea of the character of T#HMAS KOULI 


KHAN. 
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“© courage, has been a long time in march, intending to oppofe my con- 
“« gueft. Let him know, that I defire he will make more {peed ; and, 
« in order to fhorten his way, I will meet him with part of my forces, 
«© which are fufficient to make him repent of his rafhnefs. 1 will not 
« only take his little army, but himfelf alfo as a child in his BECHIK oh 
TorpaL OSMAN being informed of this meflage, replied: “ The grand 
“ fignior my matter has armies as numerous as the fands of the feas, and 
« many chiefs to condué his forces; but he has chofen my feeble arm, 
«© with only a {mall army, to confound thy pride. It is true, lam lame’, 
« old, and fickly, but I hope by the affiftance of the Almighty, that 
« thou wilt meet the fate of NIMROD ?.” 


In order to facilitate the junction of his troops, as well as to advance 
nearer BAGDAT, TOPAL OSMAN decamped from DIARBEKIR, and marched 
along the banks of the TIGRIS; he pafled this river at MosuL, and con- 
tinued his march towards CHERCHESENE. ‘This province is fubjec to the 
OTTOMAN empire, and had been laid wafte by the perstans. He then 
dire&ed his courfe to KERKOUD4, a city forty leagues diftant from MOSUL, 
where the sasaa of the province refides. He had feveral confiderable 
branches of the ricRis to pafs, befides the rivers HAZIR, JARB, and AL- 
TUN; over fome of thefe he was obliged to tranfport his troops on floats, 
which retarded his march; whilft this army was forming, by the feveral 
detachments and {mall parties which joined him from different parts. In 
this fituation, if KouL1 KHAN had put himfelf at the head of a body of 
his beft troops, and at the fame time left a fufficient number, which he 
could have done, to ftop the communications to BAGDAT, in all pro- 
bability he might have rendered the utmoft efforts of the sERASKIER in- 
effectual. But his vanity betrayed him: elate with his fucceffes, which 

hitherto 


a This word fignifies cradle and litter; TOoPAL OsMAN on account of his infirmities being obliged 
to ufe the latter, ° Topat inthe TURKISH language fignifies lame, and was an appellation 
given to osMAN, according to the cuftom in rurkey, in confequence of a wound he received, 
which really lamed him, the circumftances of which I fhall relate hereafter. P The TURKS 
have a fabulous tradition, that the pride of niımRroD, who equalled himfelf with cop, was chaftifed 
by a fingular providence, in a fly creeping up his nofe to his brain, with which he died in exceflive 
pain; and the Basua here exprefles himfelf with humility, by way of contraft to the infolence of 
KOULI KHAN. 3 This place is alfo called cHERAzOUR, and is generally efteemed the capi- 
tal of KOURLISTAN, 7 
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hitherto had met with no interruption, he affected to treat the TURKS 
as enemies not in the leaft formidable. 


While the TURKISH army was forming, KouLI KHAN erefted two 
forts about two leagues from BAGDAT, one on each fide of the TYGRIS, 
which communicated by a bridge of boats. He then caufed a great num- 
ber of houfes to be built upon the banks of the river: in fome of thefe 
the principal officers refided, and lodged their wives and houfhold : 
others were occupied by part of the foldiery, or ufed by futlers and ar- 
tificers, with fhops well fupplied. The fame abundance feemed to reign 
here, as in the richeft city in the heart of persia. 


It is probable, that KoULI KHAN was actuated by motives of policy, 
in building thefe houfes; for on the one hand, this was likely to excite 
his troops to the greater bravery, in order to fave their effects from being 
plundered, and their wives and children from captivity; and, on the 
other, the TURKISH garrifon might be driven to defpair, by feeing the 
enemy build a city under their walls. However, it is certain, by fuch 
methods, and by his threatening fummons, the inhabitants were intimi- 
dated to a very great degree. He let them know continually, that they 
fhould have quatter and good ufage, if they furrendered ; adding, that 
TOPAL OSMAN was abfolutely unable to relieve them ; and, if they obli- 
ged him to give an affault, he would make a general mafiacre, or fell 
into flavery all who fhould efcape the fword. The extreme neceffity the 
town laboured under occafioned fuch murmurings, that it required all 
the addrefs of ACHMED BASHA to prevent an infurrection. He was there- 
fore obliged to punifh fome, and to footh others; feigning falfe exprefies 
from TOPAL OSMAN, that he was in full march, and juft on the point of 
relieving them. 


The inhabitants were likewife intimidated by the ftratagems of KouLr 
KHAN, who often fent from his camp in the night detached parties of 
feveral thoufands, both horfe and foot, with orders to make a long round, 
and enter the camp another way, with colours flying, as if they were 
freth reinforcements. To infult the mifery of the inhabitants, as if he 
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knew their diftrefs, he fent ACHMED BASHA a prefent of fome carts load 
of water melons, defiring him to divert his hunger. ACHMED returned 
his compliments, and fent a handfome prefent of the beft bread 5 obferv- 
ing, that with fuch he made a fhift to gratify his own hunger, and that 
of the citizens. Indeed the sasa played his part fo well, that KouLr 
KHAN was really ignorant to what an extremity the city was reduced. 
The vigilance and abilities of the governor, had hitherto defeated the 
arts of the PERSIAN general; but matters were at laft brought to fuch an 
extremity, after being blocked up three months, that no kind of necef- 
faries could have been procured for four days longer; fo that the town 
muft have inevitably fallen into the hands of a cruel and enraged enemy. 


TopaL osMAN, having now increafed his army to near 80,000, in his 
march to KERKouD had taken two PERSIAN prifoners. He ordered 
them to be brought before him, treated them civilly, and enquired if they 
were well acquainted with the by-roads and private ways to BAGDAT-. 
Upon their anfwering in the afhrmative, he told them, that as upon that 
account they were much fitter for his purpofe than any of his own people, 
who would certainly be taken; if they would undertake {fo bold an action, 
and deliver a letter into the hands of ACHMED BASHA, the governor of 
BAGDAT, he would give each of them a thoufand fequins before they fet 
out; and that they might expect greater rewards if they proved faithful, 
as the letter was of the greateft confequence. However he demanded 
of them to {wear fidelity to him, to which they confented. The letter 
was to this effect: “ As I have not yet been joined by all the troops I 
“ expect, I am obliged to march very flowly, in order to give the reft 
« time to come up, before Iam too near to THHMAS KOULI KHAN, 
“ againft whom I am not yet able to make head ; therefore I defire you 
« will have ftill fome farther patience: keep yourfelf clofe within your 
« walls, and hufband, to the beft advantage, what provifions and necef- 
« faries are yet left.” 


The two PERSIANS were no honefter than he expected : they received 
their fequins, and haftened to the camp of KOULI KHAN, in hopes of a 


further reward from their own general, The letter produced all the effects. 
the 
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the SERASKIER could defire. The expectations of TÆHMAS KOULI 
KHAN fwelled to the higheft degree; and in the triumph of his imagi- 
nation he looked upon the sERASKIER as already vanquifhed. 


By the firt motions of TOPAL osMAN’s army towards KERKOUD, it 
feemed as if he had intended to go directly to BAGDAT ; but as he muft 
have been obliged to pafs thro’ a barren defert, where the troops would 
have fuffered greatly, he returned to the ALLAN, where that river dif- 
charges itfelf into the TIGRIS: the army then marched by the moun- 
tain of GEoBAR along the TIGRIS, till they came to DULJEILUCK’, 
about twelve leagues from BAGDAT. 


T.£HMAS KOULI KHAN having advice of the march of the Turks, 
detached thirty thoufand men, moftly cavalry, hoping that the enemy, by 
the favour of the night, as they were pitching their tents, or decamping, 
might be furprized. ‘The general of the detachment having taken two 
TURKISH prifoners, who reported that TOPAL osMAN had an army of 
above 100,000 men; this determined him to acquaint KOULI KHAN of 
his information ; and that not being willing to venture againft a force faid 
to be fo powerful, he waited his orders. Kout1 KHAN, upon this, im- 
mediately marched at the head of his forces, which were near 70,000, 
leaving a confiderable body of his men * before BAGDAT. 


The TURKISH army decamped the evening of the 18th of yuLy, and 
marched towards KERKOUD, near which the sERASKIER propofed to en- 
camp. About fun-rifing, the advanced guard of the TURKISH army, 
commanded by BOULAD ACHMED, BASHA Of ADENE, met a detachment 
of the PERSIANS, and a fkirmith enfued. Had the serask1ER been dif- 
pofed to aét on the defenfive, the antient bed of the rıcrıs was before 
him, which formed a deep foffee ; but he chofe to favour the {pirit of 
his troops: and tho’ it was attended with fome difficulty, he pafied this 
ditch with his army and artillery, Having reached the plain, he ranged 
his forces in battalia, in the form of a crefcent, dividing them into five 

different 


7 Called alfo puckurv. * This body is faid to have been 10,000, and we accordingly 
find they were put to fight immediately when the ruexks fallied out. 
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different bodies. He himfelf commanded the troops of RomMaNrA*t in 
the center ; ABDALLAH AGA was at the head of the right wing with the 
Janiffaries ; the KouURDs, and other different troops, under IBRAHIM, late 
BASHA Of CONIE, forming the left wing. ManomMeED BASHA com- 
manded in the rear. 


T AHMAS KOULI KHAN had hardly time to make a difpofition of his 
forces ; and his ground was full of hillocks of fand : however, he divided 
his men into ten different columns. As he had intended to make the 
attack, he was a little difconcerted in feeing the BAsHA of ADENE, with 
the TURKISH Cavalry that compofed their van-guard, advance upon him 
with great fury ; yet his prefence of mind was not wanting: he animated 
his men, and expofed himfelf fo greatly to danger in the heat of the 
action, that he had two horfes killed under him. 


At length the TURKISH cavalry gave way, and were pufhed as far as 
their infantry ; but thefe made fo good a countenance, that the fury of 
the PERSIANS was ftopped. The persrans thus appearing fuperior, fome 
of the TURKISH Officers counfelled the sERASKIER to make a retreat to 
his camp; to which he declared, that he would rather perifh than do 
any thing that had the appearance of flight. He then ordered the troops 
of ROMANIA in the center, and the Janiffaries in the right wing, to be 
led up again(ft the center of the PERSIAN army, confifting of 15,000 foot, 
which foon gave way. 


The xourps, and other different people, who compofed the left 
wing of the TURRIsH army, and whofe chief attention was to wait 
an opportunity of pillage, were now induced to fall on the right 
wing of the PERSIANS: thefe maintained their ground very gallantly 
for fome time. NADIR had taken the precaution not only to break 
up the ways towards mosut *, but alfo to fend a detachment of 3000 


ARABS, 

t Thefe EUROPEAN TURKS are eftemed the bravett. a Near this place is a very remark- 
able ruin, in which is an arch, that appears to have been the frontifpiece of a great temple, which 
the inhabitants, who deal inthe marvellous, imagine to be part of nriniven, and that it was built 
by ninus the fon of saLos, or BELUS; they fhew in the neighbourhood the place where the pro- 
phet jonas inhabited, in honour of whom they have built a little chapel, which they vifit with 
devotion : 
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ARABS Y, fupported by as many PERSIANs, to guard the paffes on that 
fide, againft the sasna of that place, in cafe he fhould attempt to affift 
TOPAL OSMAN: but the BAsHA advanced, and having found means to 
corrupt the arass, thefe not only abandoned the pafs, but joining the 
TURKS, obliged the PERSIANS to retire; and then advancing with him, 
fell upon the main body of the PeRsIANs in flank, whilft the whole 
TURKISH army were already engaged. The PpersiAns could not fup- 
port the fhock : T#HMAS KOULI KHAN did all that was poffible to rally 
them, but in vain. The ftandard-bearer*, either through fear, or being 
clofely prefed, rode off the field ; and a total rout enfued. 


The fcene of this action being a fandy plain, and the duration of it 
not lefs than eight hours, the PERSIANS were fo much fatigued, that 
their flight was rendered the more difficult. Clouds of duft, with the 
fcorching heat of the weather, without a poffibility of getting water, 
added to their diftrefs, and expofed them the more to be flaughtered by 
their purfuers. Their lofs upon this occafion, was not lefs than 30,000 
men, cavalry and infantry; with all their baggage, their camels, and 
harquebuffes. The latter did very little execution, in comparifon to the 
TURKIsH artillery. 


The number of prifoners taken by the TURKS amounted to about 
3000: their victory however coft them dear, for they loft near as many 
men as the PERSIANS. ‘ToPpAL osMAN afcribed the glory of this day to 
the bravery of ABDALLAH, the KIAYA, and the Janiffaries, whom he 
led on to action. ABDALLAH being quite fpent with fatigue, fainted in 
the field ; the good TOPAL OsMAN {fupported him in his arms, and when 
he recovered, affured him that the grand fignior fhould be informed of 
his merit, and how much the victory, under Gop, had been owing to 
him, and to the bravery of the foldiers he commanded, The sERASKIER 
then difpatched meflengers to DIARBEKIR, BAGDAT, and other govern- 

ments, 
devotion: their tradition concerning the prophet differs not much from that of the fcripture. 
w This circumftance is not mentioned by thofe who are of the TURKISH intereft, but is not, I 


believe, without foundation ; becaufe, we do not find that mapDir ever afterwards chofe their 
perfidious alliance. * See Vol. I. page 248. 
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ments, as well as to CONSTANTINOPLE, with an account of the fuccefs 
of the OTTOMAN arms. 


In the mean while, ACHMED BASHA, With his garrifon at BAGDAT, 
{allied out, and attacked the PERSIANS, whom KOULI KHAN had left in 
their entrenchments: they made a gallant defence, but were at length 
obliged to yield to numbers. Here the befieged found a fupply of corn 
and other provifions, which was in the higheft degree welcome to them 
after fo much diftrefs. 


AcHMED no fooner received the joyful news of TOPAL OSMAN’s fignal 
victory, than he alfo difpatched a meflenger to CONSTANTINOPLE, to 
inform his mafter the grand fignior of the ftate of affairs in that great 
city. As this letter appears to be genuine, and gives an idea not only 
of the circumftances in which the rurKxs were, but likewife of the 
ORIENTAL manner of writing, it may perhaps be acceptable. 


« May Gop be ever praifed and bleffed ; for, by his grace, the com- 
« mander of the fultan’s armies, the ever invincible TOPAL OSMAN 
“ BASHA, on whom may the moft high ever fhed his bounties; and 
« may he find mercy before the throne of Gop, at the founding of the 
‘© trumpet. He has delivered us from the afflictions we have fuffered, 
« fince we were befieged by the PERSIAN armies. T he diftrefs of the 
« garrifon and inhabitants of this city was incredible ; and is beyond de- 
« {cription. We were furrounded ; we were blocked up; we were en- 
« compafied for the {pace of a whole league. During three long months, 
“© TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN, with a body of his troops, pitched his tents 
c at IMAN AZEM, on the fide of the TIGRIS towards PERSIA, about half 
“ a league from the city, where he fortified himfelf with ftrong lines and 
« redoubts ; and ufed all means to frighten us to a furrender. 


«< Sometimes he detached part of his troops, without our being able 
“ to perceive it; and ordered them to enter another quarter of his camp, 
« with drums beating, and colours flying, and with the found of trum- 


“ pets, as if they were frefh forces coming from all quarters to his af- 
4 “ fiftance 
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« fiftance. He built forts on each fide the TIGRIS, well mounted with 1733. 
« artillery; fo that all communication was cut off. He was continually 
« fummoning us to furrender ; offering good terms if we would capitu- 
e late, and threatening us with the fword and captivity if we delayed ; 
« endeavouring to excite the people to mutiny. Your flave took every 
“ method to keep up their fpirits; I held affemblies of the people of 
‘© war; I told them from time to time that I had advice from the invin- 
« cible TOPAL OSMAN BASHA, on whom may the bleffings of Gop de- 
“© fcend, that he was at fuch a place, and would foon come and pour 
“ upon the enemy the irrefiftible force of the OTTOMAN arms, ever 
« victorious, and we fhould foon be delivered. 


« On the firt day of the moon SEFER *, the vizir TOPAL OSMAN 
‘© BASHA fent me an exprefs from KERKOUD, by which I received his 
« high commands, letting me know that he was arrived at that place. 
« I immediately read his letter publicly, that all the people and inhabi- 
<* tants might be acquainted with the news; they would hardly believe 
« the letter to be genuine; I was obliged to fhew it to every one, that 
‘© they might with their own eyes view the feal and hand-writing of the 
‘© great commander, and prevent their defpair. 


<< On the fourth of * sEFER in the morning, T#HMAS KOULI KHAN ranged 
“ his army in battle array, and marched towards vuGiuM, leaving a large 
“ body of his troops behind him to block us up. As foon as our garri- 
‘© fon and the inhabitants of the city were informed of this, their anxiety 
“ was renewed. Sometimes they were clamorous to have the gates 
“ opened, that they might {ally forth: fometimes they were determined 
“ to wait for further news: every one, men and women, young and 
“ old, continued without intermiffion, their hands clafped, and their eyes 
“ turned to heaven, befeeching Gop and his prophet to grant fuccefs to 
“ our arms. 


“ On the ninth * of sEFER, juft at break of day, as we were lying in 
“ the duft, offering our prayers to Gop, we perceived on the fide of the 


‘© defart, 
= The 13th of sury. * The 16th of jury. 7 The 2z1f{c* jury. 
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defart, and towards the gate KARANI capsi, an officer with twenty- 
five horfe-men, with their fabres in their hands. ‘They cried with a 
loud voice, and faid, open to us the gates, for we bring good tidings 
to ACHMED BASHA. At firft your flave believing them to be fpies, 
doubted to give them entrance. Butas the aca who commanded them 
was known to feveral people from the walls, I caufed the gate to be 
opened. As foon as he was entered, they began to call aloud, O in- 
habitants of BAGDAT forget your forrows and rejoice, for the great and 
mighty commander TOPAL OSMAN BASHA, has entirely vanquifhed the 
army of the PERSIANS; he has cut in pieces 60,000 of the enemy =€: 
T £HMAS KOULI KHAN is fled undiftinguifhed among thofe whom our 
fabres could not reach. 


«© The officer then delivered to me the letter which the invincible vizir 
had wrote, imparting to me the news of his victory. No fooner was 
this fpread abroad, than the whole city feemed as people rifen from 
the dead: they faid with one common voice, let us fall upon the re- 
mains of the perstans before they have time to fly. The garrifon 
aflembled with the principal inhabitants of the city, and your flave at 
their head, fell upon the PeERrsIANs; we poured in upon them like 
the mighty torrents, like the thunder of the waters of the Almighty ; 
they refifted for fome time, but at length gave way to our victorious 
arms, and fell under the edge of our fabres. Ali their artillery, am- 
munition and provifions, which were in great abundance, by the fa- 
vour of the prophet came into our pofieflion. 


« A great number of people who had no horfes, and others who were 
too old to bear arms, bowing their heads, and crofiing their arms, 
and covering themfelves with the drefs of the grave, having in a moft 
fupplicant manner cried for mercy; my bowels were moved with com- 
paffion towards them, I pitied their condition, and ordered that quar- 
ter fhould be given them, with liberty to retire. As for thofe who 


fled over the plains, it was no longer a fight, it was a hunting in the 
© forete- 


© We may ‘low people to magnify their fuccefs extremely on fuch an occafion as this; and this 


happens to be double the number which the persi1ans really loft, 
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foreft, a chace of the beafts of the defart. Our victorious troops cutting 
‘© down every thing before them, purfued the enemy with the {word. 


€ 


A 


« The next day we returned thanks to Gop and his prophet: we 
planted on the walls the ftandards of the vanquifhed enemy, with all 
the other trophies of our victory. After the public rejoicings and 
thankfgivings were over, we buried in their tombs fuch of our people 
« as had the glory to receive the crown of martyrdom, We then cut 
« off the heads of all the enemy who were flain; we piled them in 
heaps on the field of battle; and threw the bodies into the TIGRIS. 

The day after, the great and mighty conqueror, TOPAL OSMAN BASHA, 
‘© arrived with his victorious army at IMAM AZEM, the fuburbs of BAG- 
«© DAT, whither the people of all ranks, young and old, ran to lick the 
‘© duit of his feet. 


« The day following, I, your flave, accompanied by the BAsHAs and 
<< øreat officers here, with my whole retinue, and all the principal in- 
e habitants of BAGDAT, went with the great SERASKIER, and returned 
‘© thanks in the mofque of 1mAM AzEM, for the victories obtained, and 
«e for the end of our great afflictions. I fend you this account, under the 
e providence of Gop, by cHassoucaR AGA, whom may the Almighty 
« fafely conduct.”’ 


ToPAL osMAN remained with the TURKIsH army two days on the field 
of battle burying the dead: this victory coft very dear, not only by the 
death of fo many common foldiers, but alfo by the lofs of many perfons 
of great diftin@ion. The wounded, who were in great numbers, he 
fent to Mosur. Among thefe he found the father-in-law and nephew 
of KOULI KHAN, whom he treated with great generofity ; and after their 
wounds were dreffed, he fent them to the PERsIAN general, with fome 
propofitions concerning a peace ë. ‘To the latter no reply was made; but 
he acknowledged his obligations to the sERAsKIER for the humane treat- 
ment of his relations, and that he hoped ’ere long to return the oblige- 
tion after the fame manner. 
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€ Others mention their having been fent to CONSTANTINOPLE ; but I believe TOPAL OSMAN 
fought to appeafe rather than to enrage KOULI KHAN» 
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The TURKISH general no fooner received a report of the circumftances 
of his own army after the battle, than he fent one of his favourite ¢ officers 
to CONSTANTINOPLE with the news of his victory, which was received 
with all poffible demonftrations of joy, and magnified beyond the truth. 
The {pirit of the court however was a little damp’d, when a {fecond mefien- 
ger from the general arrived eight days afterwards, to acquaint the grand 
fignior, that the army was in great diftrefs for want of provifions, the coun- 
try round BAGDAT having been ruined by the PERsIANs; and moreover, 
that tho’ he had been victorious, yet his loffles were fo great, that he re- 
quefted an immediate and large fupply of recruits; that as for himfelf, his 
age and infirmities were fuch, that he begged his highnefs would give the 
command of the army to one more able to ferve him, as the duty required 
all the ftrength of youth, as well as the experience of old age; for he 
forefaw that KoULI KHAN would foon return with a numerous army, 
when he fhould not be in fo good a condition to receive him as before. 


This news was however fuppofed to be in a great meafure owing to 
the modefty of the BasHa ; fo that inftead of making fuch provifion as 
had been reprefented as neceflary, they loaded him with new honours 
which he did not defire. His fon-in-law was made BEGLERBEG of 
ROMANIA, and his fon a BASHA of three tails: he had alfo leave to difpofe 
of all military employments, and to diftribute rewards according to the 
merit of his officers; and if he fhould think it moft for the honour and 
fafety of the empire, he might alfo negotiate a peace. ‘To thefe great 
honours and fignal inftances of the confidence repofed in him, were added 
the higheft commendations of his valour and conduct. 


In the mean time, the court would not be perfuaded, that after fo 
fignal victory there could be fuch a neceffity of fuccours as the BASHA 
reprefented: the fight of the three thoufand Persian prifoners filled 
their mind fo much with the idea of conqueft, and a fond perfuafion of 
the diftreffed condition of the PERSIAN army, that a fufficient care was 
uot taken to anfwer the demands of the sERASKIER. ‘The great diftance 

of 

å On thefe occafions the TuRK1SH generals give their meflengers a golden ornament, in form of 
a plume, with thre points, by which means the people where he paffes are to underftand he is the 
meflenger of victory or good news. 





Chap. XI. NADIR SHAH. 93 


of the army, and the poverty of the ftate, was a farther reafon why the 1733. 


court was fo remifs, whilft their general feemed to be the only man who 
knew how much the ftrength and valour of the enemy was to be dreaded. 
He had accordingly made fuch a difpofition of his troops in the neigh- 
bouring country, as was necefflary to their fupport, with orders to affemble 
in the plains near BAGDAT the end of AucusT, himfelf, with 30,000 
men, remaining at KERKOUD. 





CHAR 2E 


T £HMAS KOULI KHAN prepares for another action: his firatagem. To- 
PAL OSMAN obliged to continue in bis command. PouLAK BASHA aban- 
dons the poft of TAKAJAK. ‘TOPAL osMAN Collects his forces, and meets 
the PERSIANS. Battle of LEILAM the 22d of OCTOBER. Second battle 
of LEILAM. TOPAL osMAN killed, and the TURKISH army routed. 
ABDALLAH KOUPROLI, BASHA 0f CARIO, appointed generaliffimo. 


JEHMAS xKouULI KHAN retired with the remains of his army to 
HAMADAN: having been always accuftomed to victory, he was the 

more fenfibly affected by his defeat, efpecially as there was reafon to fear 
that his glory was nipped, at the very time when to appearance it was ripen- 
ing to its full maturity. However, as no reverfe of fortune could fubdue 
his mind, he feemed yet to triumph in the affurance of future fuccefé ; and 
the perfect knowledge he had, how dear the enemy had purchafed their 
victory, and that the treacherous conduct of his ARABIAN allies had been 
the chief caufe of the difafter which befel him ; he encouraged his fol- 
diers, applauded their conduct, and commended their valour, in the fame 
flattering terms, as if he had been himfelf the victor. He acknowledged 
the miftakes he had committed in terms the moft engaging ; being con- 
vinced that paft misfortunes can be retrieved only by future conduct. 
He made his own and that of the army one common caufe; and by re- 
minding them of their valour upon fo many occafions, he affured them 
they fhould have fuch an opportunity of revenging themfelves, as fhould 
7 intirely 
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1733. intirely efface the remembrance of an accident, for which they were no 
way to blame. Thus he ingratiated himfelf with the common foldiers, 
as well as the officers, in fuch a manner, that he kept the army in 
good fpirits, and without the leaft reluctance to try their fortune in an- 
other battle. 


As a proof of what he had advanced, he was hardly arrived at HA- 
MADAN, when he wrote to ACHMED BASHA, the governor of BAGDAT, 
that notwithftanding his misfortunes in the laft campaign, he did not in 
the leaft hold himfelf as vanquifhed ; that he was fenfible of the faults 
he had committed, and intended to mend them: and as he was deter- 
mined to make war like a generous enemy, therefore he acquainted 
him, that he might be prepared ; for that early next year he would take 
the field with a more numerous and powerful army than the former, and 
meet him once more at BAGDAT. 


How oftentatious foever fuch a meflage might feem, it not only ferved 
to keep his foldiers in fpirits, but alfo as a ftratagem to deceive the 
TURKS ; for tho’ they might deem fuch menaces not entirely as an effect 
of his vanity, with regard to his intentions of returning into TURKEY, yet 
they did not dream that his real defign was to fall on them before the winter 
came on. For this purpofe he fent to isFAHAN for recruits, and command- 
ed his fecond fon NESR ALI, the governor of HERAT, to join him with all 
the forces under his command. ‘Thus he foon completed an army, very 
near equal to that with which he had made his late expedition into TURKEY. 


ACHMED, BASHA of BAGDAT, had too much penetration to be ig- 
norant of the genius of the pERsIAN general, and too good intelligence 
to doubt of his intentions of returning into TURKEY ; but whether that 
fhould happen fooner or later, he took all poffible care to put the city 
in a ftate of defence, and to bring a fupply of provifions by means of the 
TIGRIS, which he could not colle&t near his own diftrict, the province 
for many leagues round BAGDAT having been laid wafte. 


Topaz osMAN on his part was ftill in want of ammunition and other 


necefflaries for his army, and in no condition to act offenfively again‘t 
4. PERSIA: 
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persia: he therefore contented himfelf with fending PoULAK BASHA, 
with fix thoufand men, to take poffeffion of the pafs of TAKAJAK, 
which is the entrance into TURKEY on the fide of HAMADAN. 


Affairs were in this fituation, when advice arrived at KERKOuD, that 
the fon of TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN was upon his march to the affiftance 
of his father, with a large body of AFGHANs and ABDOLLEEs, The 
SERASKIER difpatched a courier to the port with this intelligence, repre- 
fenting to the minifters, as he had often done before, the neceflity there 
was of fending large fupplies of men, money, and ammunition to the 
army intended to act againft kouL1 KHAN. He earneftly requefted at 
the fame time, that in confideration of his age and infirmities, they would 
allow him to refign the command of the army in favour of ACHMED 
BASHA, who in all refpeéts was fitter than himfelf to difcharge the duties 


of fuch an important truft. 


The grand fignior, in confideration of his requeft, and his great fer- 
vices, had a@tually determined to comply with his defire, and appointed 
him BASHA of CUTAYA °, and BEGLERBEG of NAToLIA. The difpo- 
fition for thefe changes was already made, when a frefh courier arrived 
at the feraglio from TOPAL OSMAN, with advice that the pERsIANs had 
forced the pafs of TAKAJAK, and that their general was in full march at 
the head of a mighty army; requefting that they would immediately 
order the fuccours, which he had fo often and fo warmly follicited. 


An extraordinary divan was held upon this fubject; the difpofition of 
thofe changes juft mentioned was fufpended, and TOPAL osMAN ordered 
to continue in his command of the army. 


PouLak BASHA had been fent by the sERASKIER with 6000 men, to poft 
himfelf at rAKAJAK, which is the pafs on the frontiers of TURKEY. Ac- 
cordingly he took poffeffion of it with his troops. On the 12th of OCTOBER, 
KOULI KHAN’S AFGHANS advanced towards him: the BAsHA having ne- 
gleed to fortify his poft, or ftruck with a panic, retired with his men, 
and abandoned this important pafs to the enemy. ‘The sERASKEIER was 
filled with fuch indignation and refentment, that he would have ordered 

his 


e This is a ditri& about three days journey from CONSTANTINOPLE. 


17335" 


1733 
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his head to be ftruck off in the field, notwithftanding he had behaved 
gallantly in the battle of KERKouD, if feveral of the moft diftinguifhed 
officers, who were in great efteem with him, had not begged his life. 


ToPAL OSMAN now found himfelf in a very dangerous fituation; a 
fierce and formidable enemy was advancing on him, whilft the fuccours 
he had follicited from the port, he knew by experience, were not to be 
depended on: the BASHA of syR1A was his particular friend, and exerted 
himfelf in collecting all the forces poffible; but thefe were not fufficient. 
Sy RIA was once a powerful kingdom, and could of itfelf fend large 
armies into the field; but fince it has been under the dominion of the 
TURKS, it is fo far ruined, that the BAsHA could hardly collect 12000 
infantry, with a {mall body of horfe; neither of which had any reputation 
as foldiers. The sERASKIER had alfo collected feveral bodies of forces 
from mosuL‘; tho’ the inhabitants had been fo terrified at the approach 
of a PERSIAN army, that numbers were difpofed to flight, till they found 
themfelves furrounded by roving ARABS, and other enemies; they re- 
folved therefore to affift in the common caufe of their country, and en- 
deavour to withftand the torrent of the PERSIAN arms. In the mean 
while, the garrifon of DIARBEKiIR was alfo {fent to join TOPAL OSMAN, 
and fome tribes of the ARABIANS, who had been of fuch fervice in the 


affair of KERKOUD. 


‘The sER ASKIER, in order to facilitate the junction of his forces, march- 
ed to the plains of aronra, near the city MENDELI, where he muftered 
near 100,000 men; happy for the Turks if they had been all equal 
in difcipline and valour to the PERSIAN troops. Here the prudent 
TOPAL OSMAN entrenched his army in an advantageous fituation, 
to prevent a furprize, and enable him to act as circumftances might 
require, 

TT AHMAS KOULI KHAN being informed of the fituation of the TURKS, 
marched directly towards them, and arrived within fight of their army 

the 


f This is a great city fixty leagues above paGcpaT, and forty below prarBeEKir, on the weftern 
banks of the ricris, it is near the antient n1NEVEH, Which at prefent is but a heap of undiltinguifhed 


ruins. 
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the 21ít of OCTOBER. In the mean while, he ordered a detachment to 
make a circuit by the foreft of NEZERETH, and by pafling the TIGRIS 
intercept a rich caravan going for SMYRNA and ALEPPO, and then to join 
him near the plains of ARoN1IA, which they performed £, 


On the 22d of OCTOBER, TOPAL OSMAN BASHA acquainted his officers, 
that he propofed to keep in his trenches on the defenfive; but at the 
fame time let his troops know, that fuch as were difpofed, might fkir- 
mifh with the enemy. 


The Janiffaries of carro, and fome troops of RomMaN1A, who had not 
been in the battle of KERKOUD, thought their honour concerned to per- 
form {ome fignal action ; and being joined by fome other of the troops, 
and by the arass, whom the SERASKIER had taken into his pay, they 
fallied from the entrenchments, and attacked the persrans. The foil 
was dry and dufty to a great degree ; the wind favoured the rurxks, and 
they took the proper advantage of it. They came to an engagement, or 
rather a fkirmifh, which lafted about four hours. The SERASKIER per- 
ceiving his men had the fuperiority, gave orders for others to join them; 
this determined the fortune of the day ; fo that the PERSIANS retreated to- 
wards LEILAM, about five leagues from KERKOUD, leaving upon the {pot 
near 4000 ® men. 


We are left a little in the dark, with regard to that engagement which 
went by the name of the battle of LE1Lam; tho’ this place, reported to 
be within five leagues of kERKOUD, muft confequently have been twenty 
or thirty leagues from the plains of arona +>. The PERSIAN general now 
prepared for a decifive ftroke: he had fought the firft battle in his own 


name 
« This was not the caravan which had been locked up in sacpar during the fiege, as fome ac- 
counts pretend. h Some make the lofs here much greater. It was reprefented at cox- 


STANTINOPLE as a fecond victory, tho’ the court was too prudent to rejoice. It feems to me to be 
little more than a fkirmith previous to the fate of the orroman army; however, it is certain, that 
KOULI KHAN's army fuffered on this occafion. i We may reconcile the different accounts, 
by fuppofing it to be between both places, for the plains of anow1a extend near LEILAM. The 
defcription of battles properly belongs to foldiers, and few of thefe give us a good account of what 
paffes at our very doors, fo that we muft fuppofe a great deal with regard to thefe remoter fcenes 
more than is related, 


VoL. IV. N 
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name as general; the fecond was in the name of the young king sHan 
ABAS III. Both thefe being unfuccefsful, the army began to be fuper- 
{titious. KouLiI KHAN therefore refolved to make his decifive blow in 
the name of sHAHT#AHMAS*. He chofe an advantageous fituation to the 
eaft, intending to make the attack early the next morning; and the fun 
fhining in the face of the enemy, he might receive from thence the ad- 
vantage which the TURKs enjoyed four days before, with regard to the 
wind. At day break, the 26th of ocroBer, he advanced at the head of 
20,000 of his beft troops, and fell upon the van-guard of the TURKISH 
army, which had made fome approaches towards him: this attack was 
fo well conducted, that in a fhort time he pierced through this body of 
the rurks. The battle then became general on both fides. The TURKS 
began foon to give way, which put their army in fome confufion. To- 
PAL OSMAN was not wanting in the duties of a brave and experienced ge- 
neral; he brought his men up to the charge more than once, but the 
PERSIANS had the afcendency, and repulfed them with great flaughter. 
The sERASKIER was fatigued with rallying his people, and perceiving 
the diforder of his army, put himfelf at the head of the Janiffaries, and 
difputed the victory with as much bravery, as the importance of the 
occafion could infpire ; till at length, two mufquet-balls pierced his body, 
and he dropt dead from his horfe, 


Thus fell the brave TOPAL OSMAN, one of the greateft ftatefmen and 
generals, and a man of the moft integrity, of any in the OTTOMAN em- 
pire. His fall determined the fate of the ruRKIsH army; thofe who 
were near him were difheartened, and no longer fought with the fame 
{pirit: moft of thefe fell by the fword, others fled, and the defeat be- 
came general. The Persians purfued the vanquifhed enemy, and made 
a great flaughter. KouLI KHAN immediately {ent his AFGHANS to inter- 
cept the flight of the arans, who had fought under TOPAL OSMAN ; and, 
in remembrance of their perfidious conduc at the battle of KERKoUD, 
he caufed great numbers of them to be put to the fword. 

The 

k However extraordinary this may appear, the fuperftition of the foldiers might render it neceflar~ ; 


mot fo much out of love to SHAH TZ HMAS, as to try their fortune under a name whick had been 
always lucky to TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN. 
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The rurks loft upon this occafion all their baggage, artillery, with 
their military cheft, and not lefs than 40,000 men, among whom were 
many BASHAS and perfons of diftinétion. A great number were taken 
prifoners, among thefe was the intendant! of the army, who informed 
7+ £HMAS KOULI KHAN Of the fate of TOPAL OSMAN. Curiofity, as well 
as veneration for the character of this great man, induced the PERSIAN 
general to order that the body fhould be brought to him: he ftood fome 
time in filence, and furveyed it with an awful reverence. 'TOPAL OSMAN 
was indeed the conqueror; tho’ vanquifhed, he triumphed. Being ar- 
rived to the age of feventy, he had finifhed his courfe with glory, which 
it was hardly poffible his enemy fhould ever attain to; fince the prin- 
ciples on which he fet out, were diametrically oppofite to thofe of this 
good man. The persian general ordered the body to be fent to BAG- 
pat with proper honour, that the remains of fo brave an officer might 
receive the funeral-rites due to his rank, and the laft homage of his 
countrymen, whofe caufe he had ever efpoufed, with a true patriot 
zeal, 


The news of the death of ropaAL OsMAN, with the intire defeat of the 
OTTOMAN army, aftonifhed the court, and the whole city of CONSTANTI- 
NopLE. The fuccefs at KERKOUD in yuLy before, ferved only to add 
to their fenfibility of this misfortune: and from the opinion which had 
been entertained of the great lofs of the pERsIANs on that occafion, they 
imagined KOULI KHAN to be a devil or enchanter, who could with fo 
rapid a courfe reverfe his fortune. 


The grand vizir, apprehenfive of fome commotion in the city, caufed 
guards to be placed at certain pofts to prevent an infurreGtion, The 
divan affembled immediately. The grand fignior and the mufti recom- 
mended a peace with rers1a almoft at any price, as the war feemed 
to tend to the ruin of the empire. ‘The vizir on the other hand repre- 
fented the persIANs as vincible, of which the battle of KERKOUD was a 
{tanding memorial; and that to lofe the conquered provinces by the 
force of arms, would be lefs inglorious than tamely to yield them up to 


the PERSIANS. 
N 2 This 


Orpou CADI. 
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This opinion being at length agreed to, preparations were made to 
fend cannon and ammunition to ALEXANDRIA, alfo money for the pay- 
ment of the army; and 8000 Janiffaries were commanded to march the 
15th of DECEMBER. ABDALLAH KOUPROLI, BASHA of CAIRO, was no- 
minated as generaliffimo, in the place of ropaL osMaN ; and the feveral 
BASHAS in the TURKISH dominions in asıra, had orders to march with 


all the forces they could collect. 





CHAP AL. 


The education, and moft remarkable incidents of the life of TOPAL OSMAN 
BASHA; with a particular account of bis gratitude and great generofity 
to his benefactor, who ranfomed him in his youth from flavery. 


HE mention I have already made of a brave TURK, will fufficient- 

ly countenance the following ftory. It is an anecdote by no 

means below the dignity of an hiftorian, nor foreign to my fubject. The 

defign of it is to inftruct us by example, which is confeffedly the great 

ufe of hiftory: and I am perfuaded this relation will give pleafure to 

every one who does not think gratitude a pious frenzy, or that it is a 

virtue fit only for little minds, whofe weaknefs betrays them into a pafiion, 
which clafhes with felf-love, fo much the idol of mankind. 


TopaAL OSMAN was educated in the chambers of the feraglio™; a me- 
thod which was formerly ufed only with the children of the tribute, and 


who were all of chriftian parents. In the year 1698, being then about 
the 


m There are different chambers of the feraglio throuzk which thofe children pafled, who were 
formerly fent up from the cursan provinces fubjected to the orroMan empire. They went 
from the laft chamber into the fervice of the fultan, and were employed in the different offices of the 
court and miniftry. According to their conduét or fortune, they rofe to the feveral pofts and offices 
of the empire. The policy of this was, that not knowing their parents and relations, and oftentimes 
ignorant of the very country they came from, they might be the more abfolutely dependant and de- 
voted to the fervice of the grand fignior. But now the rurxks have found means to have their own 
children educated in the feraglio; and the chambers in which thofe defigned for employments arc 
bred, and from which thev are taker, do moftly confift of native TURKS. 
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the age of twenty-five, he was fent with the fultan’s orders to the BASHA 
of carro. He travelled by land to sarp”, and being afraid of the ARABs 
who rove about the adjacent countries, plundering pafiengers and cara- 
vans, he embarked on board a TURKISH veflel bound to DAMIETTA, 
a city on the eaftermoft channel of the NILE. In this fhort paffage they 
met with a sPANISH privateer: their fhip was no match for her, but the 
whole crew refolved to fight, and try to preferve their effects, and defend 
themfelves from flavery ; upon which a bloody action enfued. There it 
was this great man gave the firft proofs of that intrepidity, by which he 
fo often fignalized himfelf afterwards. The crew, animated by his ex- 
ample, fought with great bravery; but fuperior numbers at laft prevailed, 
and osman was taken prifoner, after being dangeroufly wounded in his 


arm and thigh. 


When the veffel had furrendered, the inftances of bravery which os- 
MAN had fhewn, induced the sPANIsH captain to pay him a particular re- 
gard, efpecially when it was known that he was charged with the grand 
fignior’s orders, and that confequently a large ranfom might be expected 
for him. Notwithftanding the good treatment he received, his wounds 
were ftill in a dangerous way, when he arrived at MALTA, whither 
the privateer went to refit: the wound in his thigh was the moft danger- 
ous, and he was lame of it ever afterwards; from which he had the 
name of TOPAL or cripple, as already mentioned. 


At that time, VINCENT ARNAUD, 4a Native of MARSEILLES, was com- 
mander of the port at MALTA ; and, as his bufinefs required, went on 
board the privateer as foon as fhe came to anchor. OsMaAwN no fooner 
faw ARNAUD, than he faid to him; ‘* Can you do a generous and gal- 
« lant ation? Ranfom me, and take my word you fhall lofe nothing by 
« it”? Such a requeft from a flave in chains was not common ; but the 
manner in which it was delivered, ftruck the FRENCHMAN fo much, that 
he immediately turned to the captain of the privateer, and afked what he 
demanded for the ranfom. He anfwered, a choufand fequins®. ARNAUD 


upon this turning round to the rurk, faid: “ I know nothing of you, 
© and 


a The antient SIDON in syria. ° Near soo /. 
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. © and would you have me rifque a thoufand fequins on your bare word ?” 
‘¢ Each of us act in this,” replied the rurk, ‘‘ with confiftency. Iam 
“« in chains, and therefore try every method to recover my liberty; and 
“ you may act right in not trufting to the word of a ftranger; I have 
“ nothing at prefent but my word and honour to give you, nor do I 
“« pretend to affign any reafon why you fhould truft to it; however, I 
“ tell you once more, if you do truft to it, you fhall have no occafion toe 
“ repent.” The commander upon this went to make his report to the 
grand mafter, DON PERELLOS. The air with which osMAN delivered 
himfelf, and the feeming ingenuoufnefs, together with the fingularity of 
the circumftances, wrought fuch an effect upon ARNAUD, that he re- 
turned immediately on board the spaniss veffel, and agreed with the 
captain for fix hundred fequins, which he paid as the price of osMAN’s 
liberty. After this, he put him on board a veđlel of his own, where he 
provided him with a furgeon, and every thing neceflary for his entertain- 
ment and cure. In a fhort time he was out of danger. 


OsMAN had mentioned to his benefactor, that he might write to CON- 
STANTINOPLE for the money he had advanced; but finding himfelf in 
the hands of a man who had trufted fo much to his honour, he was em- 
boldened to afk him another favour, which was to leave the payment of 
the ranfom entirely to him. ARrNavuo diftinguifhed that in fuch a cafe 
things were not to be done by halves; he therefore not only agreed to the 
propofal, with a good grace, but entrufted him with the fhip, in which 
he had been lodged, and fhewed him every other mark of generofity and 
friendfhip. Accordingly osman, as foon as he was in a condition, fet 
out again upon his voyage in this vefiel. 


The FRENCH colours now protected him from the privateers. In a 
fhort time he reached DAMIETTA, and failed up the NILE to carro. No 
fooner was he arrived there, than he delivered a thoufand fequins to the 
mafter of the veflel, to be paid his benefactor ARNAUD, together with 
ome rich furrs?, and five hundred crowns as a prefent for himfelf. He 
executed the orders of the fultan his mafter with the BasHA of CAIRO ; 

3 an 


P Thefe are the gentecleft prefents in the eaft. 
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and fetting out for CONSTANTINOPLE, was himfelf the firft who brought 1733- 


the news of his flavery. 


His fenfe of the favour that had been done to him, and the generous 
circumftances of it, was not confined to the firft emotions of gratitude: 
during the whole courfe of his life, he did not ceafe, by letters and other 
acknowledgments, to teftify the deep impreffion it had made upon him, 


In 1715 war was declared between the VENETIANS and TURKS. 
The grand vizir, who had projected the invafion of the MOREA, afiem- 
bled the orTOMAN army, near the ifthmus of corintH, the only país 
by which this peninfula can be attacked by land. TOPAL OSMAN was 
charged with the command to force the pafs, which he not only executed 
with great fuccefs, but afterwards took the city of CORINTH by afiault, 
For this fervice he was rewarded, by being made a BASHA of two tails. 
The next year he ferved as lieutenant-general under the grand vizir at the 
fiege of corFu, which the TURKs were obliged to abandon. OSMAN 
ftaid three days before the place to fecure and conduct the retreat of the 
OTTOMAN troops, which he effected with great fuccefs. 


In 1722 he was appointed SERASKIER 4%, and had the command of the 
army in the MorEA. When the confuls of the different nations came 
to pay their refpects to him in this quality, he diftinguifhed the FRENCH 
by particular marks of kindnefs and protection, and gave them a {trict 
charge to write to MALTA to VINCENT ARNAUD, and acquaint him of his 
new dignity, and to beg of him to fend his fon, that as it was now in 
his power, he woula charge himfelf with making his fortune. Accord- 
ingly ARNAUD’s fon went into the MOREA, and the sERASKIER not only 
made him prefents, but granted him privileges and advantages in point 
of trade, which foon put him in a way of acquiring an eftate *. 


TopAL OSMAN’s parts and abilities were fuch, that from this com- 
mand he was foon raifed to a greater. He was made a BasHA of three 


tails, and BEGLERBEG of ROMANIA, one of the greateft governments 
in. 


a General in chief. r It may be obferved in general, that when men of eminent rank in 
the eat mean to do a diftinguifhed fervice, they are not behind the chriftians. 
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1733. in the empire, and which the vicinity to the DANUBIAN provinces, and 
the frontiers of HUNGARY, renders {till more important. 


His refidence, during his government, was at Nyssa. In the year 
1727, VINCENT ARNAUD and his fon waited upon him there, and were 
received with the utmoft tendernefs and affection. Laying afide the 
pomp of the pasHa and governor, he embraced them, caufed them to 
be ferved with fherbet and perfume, and to fit upon the fopha with him- 
felf; an honour but rarely beftowed by a Basna of the firft order, and 
hardly ever toachriftian. After thefe marks of diftinction, he fent them 
away loaded with prefents. As the father and fon were taking their 
leave of him, ARNAUD faid, he hoped he fhould live to pay his duty 
to him, as grand vizir, at CONSTANTINOPLE. ‘This, which was then 
only a compliment, proved prophetical. 


I have already given an account of the great revolution of 1730 in 
CONSTANTINOPLE, in which the grand vizir IBRAHIM perifhed. This 
office was become fo perilous, that three had been preferred to it in lefs 
than a year’s time. In SEPTEMBER 1731, TOPAL OSMAN was Called from 
his government, to fill a place, which though by far the higheft in the 
OTTOMAN empire, and perhaps the higheft that any fubject in the world 
enjoys, is always dangerous, and was then fo in a particular degree. He 
no fooner arrived at CONSTANTINOPLE to take pofieffion of his new dig- 
nity, than he fent for the FRENCH embaffador, and defired him to write 
to MALTA, and let his old benefactor know of his advancement; and that 
he fhould haften to CONSTANTINOPLE, while things remained in the pre- 
fent fituation; adding, that a grand vizir feldom kept long in his ftation. 


In the month of JANUARY 1732, ARNAUD with his fon arrived at 
CONSTANTINOPLE from MALTA, bringing with him variety of prefents, 
and twelve rurKs whom he had ranfomed from flavery. Thefe, by 
command of the vizir, were ranged in order before him. VINCENT 
ARNAUD, now feventy-two years of age, with his fon, were brought be- 
fore TOPAL OSMAN, grand vizir of the oOrTOMAN empire. He received 
them in the prefence of the great officers of ftate, with the utmoft marks 
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of affection. Then turning to thofe about him, and pointing to the ran- 
fomed TURKS, “ Behold,” fays he, ‘* thefe your brethren now enjoying 
the fweets of liberty, after having groaned in flavery: this FRENCH- 
«e MAN is their deliverer. I was myfelf a flave, loaded with chains, 
‘© ftreaming in blood, and covered with wounds: this is the man who 
« redeemed and faved me; this is my mafter and benefactor: to him I 
« am indebted for life, liberty, fortune, and every thing I enjoy. With- 
“ out knowing me, he paid for me a large ranfom ; fent me away upon 
“« my bare word, and gave me a fhip to carry me where I pleafed. 
<¢ Where is even a muflulman capable of an action of {fuch generofity ?” 


e 


While osman was fpeaking, every one prefent had their eyes fixed 
upon old ARNAUD, who held the grand vizir’s hands clofely locked be- 
tween his own. The vizir then afked both father and fon many queftions 
concerning their fituation and fortune, heard their anfwers with kindnefs 
and attention, and then ended with an ARABIC fentence, ALLAH-KE- 
RIM", He made before them the diftribution of the prefents they had 
brought, the greateft part of which he fent to the fultan, the fultana mo- 
ther, and the KISLAR AGA‘. Upon which the two FRENCHMEN made 
their obeifance, and retired. 


After this ceremony was over, the fon of the grand vizir took them 
to his apartments, where he treated them with great kindnefs. Some 
time before they left CONSTANTINOPLE, they had a conference in pri- 
vate with the vizir, who divefted himfelf of all ftate and ceremony. 
He let them underftand, that the nature of his fituation would not per- 
mit him to do as he defired, fince a minifter ever appears in the eyes of 
many to do nothing without a view to his own particular intereft ; ad- 
ding, that a BasHa was lord and mafter in his own province, but that 
the grand vizir at CONSTANTINOPLE had a mafter greater than himfelf. 


He caufed them to be amply paid for the ranfom of the rurks, and 
likewife procured the reftitution of a debt, which they had looked on as 
defperate: he alfo made them prefents in money, and gave them an 


order, 
* The providence of Gop is great. t Chicf of the black eunuchs. 
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order, in virtue of which they took a loading of corn at sALONICA, 
which was likely to be very profitable, as the exportation of corn from 
that port had been for a long time prohibited. 


As his gratitude was without bounds, he feemed defirous to convince 
his benefactor, that his liberality was the fame; his behaviour, upon this 
occafion, muft appear great and noble, fince every action of his life de- 
monftrates a mind fuperior to affectation. His conduct appears the more 
generous, when it is confidered, what contempt and averfion the preju- 
dices of education often create in the mind of a TURK againft the chri- 
{ftians: and if we reflect further, that this confeflion was made before 
his whole court, the action will appear in its full luftre. 


By the vigilance and fteadinefs of his miniftry, this great man reftored 
government and a regular difcipline, with plenty to CONSTANTINOPLE, 
where a licentious confufion had fo lately reigned, and where the inhabi- 
tants had been in fuch diftrefs, that the neceffaries of life were not to be 
had but at an exceffiye price. He has indeed been blamed for his too 
great feverity ; but it is certain, that he never condemned to death the 
moft culpable, even of the loweft clafs of the people, without the de- 
cifion of the mufti. And though his feverity fhould have been extended 
to what might be deemed an excefs, reafons of f{tate, and the fecurity of 
the general tranquillity of the empire, might make a ftrict execution of 
the laws not only expedient, but abfolutely neceflary. Nor can it be 
fuppofed, that a man, whofe honour and goodnefs of heart was fo con- 
fpicuoufly difplayed, could be cruel. The greateft proof that can be given 
to clear him of fuch an imputation, is the univerfal regret that people of 
all ranks fhewed when he was removed from his office *. 


He received his orders of difmiffion with all the calmnefs imaginable ; 
for he was too wife to expect that virtue alone could fupport a man in an 
office under a diftraéted government, and where change was adopted as 
neceffary. When he came out of the feraglio, after delivering up the 
feal of the empire, he found his friends and domeftics very penfive and 
difconfolate. <“ What is the reafon,”’ fays he, “ of your affliction; have 


se 
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« Inot always faid, that the office of vizir is of all others the moft likely 
“© ¢g be fhort? All my concern was, how I fhould get out of it with ho 
« nour; and thanks to Gop, I have done nothing with which I reproach 
« myfelf. My matter, the grand fignior, approves my fervices, and I refign 
« with perfect fatisfaction.”” He then gave orders for rendering his thanks 
to heaven, as if it had been one of the moft happy events of his life “, 


After this, he immediately fet out for TREBISONDE, where he was ap- 
pointed BASHA. His removal could not be called a difgrace, for the grand 
fignior never ceafed to treat him with all poffible marks of diftinction. 
His highnefs acquainted him, that he muft leave his fon at CONSTANTI- 
NOPLE, and that himfelf would take care of his fortune. About four days 
after TOPAL OSMAN’s departure, this young man had the honour of de- 
livering to the fultan, the prefent * which his father was to have made 
him on the feaft of BAYRAM’. Prefents at the oTTOMAN court, as well 
as all over the eaft, are not confidered as the effects of generofity and 
friendfhip, or marks of refpeét, but as a tribute which muft be paid by 
inferiors of all ranks to their fuperiors, efpecially from certain officers to 
their fovereign. ‘This prefent might however have been difpenfed with, 
as the father was out of the office of grand vizir; but he gave his fon 
exprefs orders at his departure, not to fail to make it; and by that means, 
he fhewed with what entire fatisfaction he had refigned his high em- 


ployment. 


The grand fignior received the prefent, in a manner that convinced 
him and all the world, that he had not in the leaft forfeited his efteem. 
He had been gone but a few days, when orders were fent to him to re- 
pair to the frontiers of PERSIA, and take upon him the command of the 
OTTOMAN armies. This was an honourable and important ftation, but 
full of danger and difficulty. He filled it with all the abilities of a wife 
ftatefman and experienced officer. "Though he funk at laft before the 
fortune of THHMAS KOULI KHAN, yet he fell worthy of himfelf; worthy 

O 2 of 

w A rare inftance this of virtue. I hope it is firiétly true. I am forry to fay it is not more credi- 

ble cf a chriftian than ofa maHOoMMEDAN. See Vol. I. page 198. * A horfe-furniture 


fet with jewels, value 50,000 crowns. Y This is a high feftival among the TU RKs, at 
which time it is ufual to make prefents to one another. 
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of that character he had fo defervedly acquired, and maintained through 
the courfe of a life, not diftinguifhed fo much by his high employments, 
as that he never deviated from the paths of honour and virtue. 


The grand fignior preferved fuch an efteem for his memory, that tho’ 
his fon ACHMED was but young, he promoted him to the high poft of 
BASHA and BEGLERBEG Of ROMANIA, which his father enjoyed when he 
was called to the office of grand vizir. It gives us the ftrongeft idea of 
arbitrary power, to confider the policy of the OTTOMAN government. 
The fame grand fignior, who promoted the fcn to one of the firft dig- 
nities of the empire, in honour to the father’s memory and great fer- 
vices, fent an order to feize all the father’s effects*. It may be prefumed 
the ftate was poor, which in fuch governments was a fufficient reafon. 
Thus the fon fucceeded to no great part of the vaft riches his father died 
pofieffed of- 


TOPAL OSMAN was one of thofe few, who through the courfe of a 
long life, gave the higheft demonftrations of a mind fuperior to vulgar 
applaufe. His greatnefs was the effect of his virtue, his underftanding 
and intrepidity; but his ambition was to act like a man, who believes 
there is a Gop, and a ftate of rewards and punifhments. If this generous 
TURK faid of VINCENT ARNAUD, “ Where is even a mufiulman who is 
“ capable of an action of fuch generofity ?” We may fay, ‘‘ Where fhall 
“ we find even a chriftian, requiting a generous action in a more noble 
“« manner than TOPAL OSMAN ?”’ Inftances of this kind among either 
chriftians or MAHOMMEDANS, are indeed but rare ; and therefore when they 
happen, ought the more to be recorded. 

= This is meant of his moveable or perfonal eftate. As to landed eftates, it is a cuftom for per- 


fons in the fervice of the grand fignior, to afflign them in heritage to the church, in cafe of the failure 
ef heirs, by which means they cannot be feized by the crown, without a degree of facrilege. 
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CHA Po. XH. 


TAHMAS KOULI KHAN acqguaints the RUSSIAN court of bis fuccefs. 
ACHMED BASHA prepares to fland another fege. MaAHOMMED KHAN 
BALOUCHE declares for T RHMAS SHAH af SH1IRASS ; 15 defeated by KOULI 
KHAN, and hangs himfelf. The TURKS prepare to take the field. Kouvt 
KHAN marches into GEORGIA the beginning of 1734, and takes TEFLIs. 
Defcription of that country. SELIM BASHA retires out of GEORGIA. 
KOULI KHAN fakes GANJA and SHAMAKIE. 


ÆHM AS KOULI KHAN having obtained this memorable victory 1733. 

over the TURKS, and given orders for the burial of his dead, dif- 
patched an expre{s to acquaint the RUSSIAN emprefs of the fignal advan- 
tage he had obtained. This news was not ungrateful to the court of 
ST. PETERSBURG: the port was divided into factions upon the fubject of a 
war with RUSSIA ; but it was apprehended, if KouL1I KHAN had not kept 
them fully employed, they would have foon determined upon it: and 
preparations were accordingly making in RUSSIA. 


It is prefumed, that KoULI KHAN requefted that the emprefs would 
not permit the CRIM TARTARs to pafs near her dominions, fhould they 
attempt to join the LEsGEEs, who waited only a favourable occafion of 
making a powerful diverfion in sH1RVAN and other places, near the coaft 
of the CASPIAN SEA. The RussIANs, yet poflefled of DERBEND, and the 
conqueft they had made on that coaft; were not interefted to countenance 
the projects of KOULI KHAN, any othcerwife than to reduce the TURKS, 
which was a much greater object than the prefervation of that conquett. 


So fignal an advantage gained over the TuRKs, within fifty leagues of 
BAGDAT, could not but alarm ACHMED BAsHA. We have already ob- 
ferved, that this fagacious governor had put his city in a condition of de-. 
fence, and preferved a kind of independent fovereignty. After the battle 
of KERKOUD, feveral detachments of TOPAL OSMAN’S forces demanded 
entrance into the city. The sasa abfolutely refufed, alledging, that 


they 
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they were fent to protect the city, but not to come into it: that he had 
a fufficient garrifon of his own, and therefore would not admit them. 
He was now in a better condition of defence than he had been in APRIL 
before, and had made a larger colleétion of provifion. Befides his own 
artillery, he was alfo mafter of that which the pers1ans had left behind 
them. Under thefe circumftances, tho’ he had but ill grounds to expect 
any relief from the TURKISH armies for a confiderable time, he deter- 


mined to make a gallant defence. 


Winter was now approaching, and it might be expected that the banks 
of the T1GRIs would {well as is ufual in that feafon, fo as to render the 
approaches to BAGDAT difficult, if not impracticable. However, KOULI 
KHAN advanced towards the city, to try if he could obtain the fubmiffion 
of ACHMED BASHA, for whom he profefied a particular friendfhip, as a 
man of excellent underftanding, and a good foldier. The teftimony 
which he ever gave of the BAsHA was, “ That he was much a greater 
‘¢ man than himfelf, or the grand fignior ; becaufe,’”’ {ays he, ‘‘ ACHMED 
“ pasHA has fupported himfelf in Bacpar, without giving up the place 
“ either to me or his mafter,”’ 


Whilft the Pers1aNn general was thus meditating in what manner he 
fhould conduct himfelf, news arrived from sHirass, that MAHOMMED 
KHAN BALOUCHE®*, one of his generals, whom he had fent to raife recruits 
in that quarter of the empire, had joined sEFFIE MAHOMMED KHAN, 
governor of the province: that they in conjunction with each other had 
collected an army of 30,000 men, and proclaimed SHAH T4HMaAS as their 
lawful king. T ÆHMAs KOULI KHAN no fooner received this notice, than 
he marched back into peRs1a. He took with him about 30,000 of his 
beft troops, and proceeded with the utmoft expedition by the rout of 
ISFAHAN towards sHIRAss. Thofe of his men, whofe horfes failed, or 
by any accident could not keep pace in his continued forced marches, 
he left upon the road; fo that he arrived at sHIRAss at a time, when 
his enemies had hardly received news of his leaving TURKEY. 


Upon 


* This kHan is diftinguifhed as a native of the country of the BALOUCHES. 
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Upon the firft report of the advance of the troops of KOULI KHAN, 
MAHOMMED KHAN BALOUCHE, Who imagined it was only a {mall detach- 
ment under the command of one of the officers of this general, marched 
out to attack them. In a fhort time he fell in with the van-guard 
of KOULI KHAN, confifting of 12,000 men, himfelf at their head. 
MAHOMMED KHAN BALOUCHE now expreffed great fatisfaction, as if for- 
tune had delivered the tyrant-general into his hands. He imagined the 
createft part of his forces were not yet come up ; but he foon found his 
miftake. When KoULI KHAN began to give his orders for the attack, 
the thunder of his voice, which was remarkably ftrong, ftruck a pannic 
into MAHOMMED’s men, and they hardly ftood the farft fre. 


MAHOMMED KHAN BALOUCHE had often given proofs of his valour, 
and was diftinguifhed for many other good qualities. Enraged at the 
cowardice of his foldiers, he grew defperate; and, attended by a few 
followers, fingled out KouLI KHAN, and rode towards him, to try if the 
fortune of his lance could reach the heart of a man, whom he knew to 
be falfe, an enemy to his lawful fovereign, and a flave to his ambition. 


This attempt, if we may judge from the character of the man, was 
direéted more by principles of generofity and national honour, than by 
envy or ambition. It did not fucceed: however, he made his part fo 
good, that he fought his way back again; and retiring near BENDER DE- 
LEM, he embarked in an ARABIAN veffel, intending to make his efcape. 
The treacherous ARABS, who navigated the veffel, difcovering who he 
was, in expectation of a reward, brought him to surrass, and delivered 
him to his enemy. TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN fent him to prifon, defign- 
ing to extort a confeffion of his accomplices, and alfo of his riches, which 
were fuppofed to be very confiderable. Suicide can in no inftance be 
deemed warrantable, otherwife we might call it intrepidity to baffle the 
defigns of fuch an enemy as KouLI KHAN. ‘The unfortunate captive 
general was no fooner left alone, than he hanged himfelf. 


‘T SHMAS KOULI KHAN having chaftifed the inhabitants of sH1RAss, 


and put thofe to death who attempted to reftore SHAH T#HMAS, he en- 
8 riched 
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riched himfelf with their fequeftered eftates, and returned to ISFAHAN 
Here he remained till the next fpring, employing himfelf in recruiting 
his army in hopes of finifhing the great work in which he had fo weil 
fucceeded the laft year, and of compelling the rurks to yield up all the 
conquered provinces. 


In the mean while, the orrToMAN court made all the preparations 
poffible, to defend themfelves againft an enemy, whom they had now 
fufficient reafon to believe very formidable. ‘They had made an at- 
tempt to engage the KHAN of the CRIM TARTARS in their quarrel, and if 
thefe could have been joined with the LesGEEs, they might make a 
powerful diverfion in sHIRVAN; but it is hardly practicable to penetrate 
into PERSIA through the paffes of mount caucasus, or the country to 
the north-weit of DAGISTAN. 


The tescers, however difpofed to take all advantages of the PER- 
sIANS, were but ill-inclined to favour the entrance of the CRIM TARTARS 
on the north-fide of their mountainous refidences. The GEORGIANS were 
as little difpofed to receive them into their country ; and the Russraws leaft 
of all. The cABARDINIAN TARTARS, who are fubject to RUSSIA, were 
ordered to appear in arms, if thofe of the crim fhould attempt to force 
a paflage ; and as a war was expected to break out with the RussIAwns, 
the CRIM TARTARS would by this means be left expofed; fo that the 
TURKS had but little reafon to expect any fuccours in the PERSIAN war 
from thofe TARTARS. ‘The LteEsGees, however, appeared in arms, de- 
figning to make a diverfion in favour of the TURKS. 


Kourt KHAN having recruited his army to near 100,000 fighting men, 
opened the campaign this year by marching directly to TAvRis, from 
whence he fent his fon NEsR ALI, with a body of forces to the banks of 
the KURA, to drive the trsGEEs back again into their mountains. Thefe 
TARTARS made incurfions into sHIRVAN, but finding a numerous body 
of PERSIAN forces which they did not expeét, they retired with great 
precipitation, He left his fon on the banks of the KURA, with orders 
to march to Ganja, whilft he himfelf penetrated into GEORGIA as far 


as TEFLIS,. 
I This 
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This city is fuppofed to be the Acropotis of the antients; it is large 
and well peopled, and the houfes built with brick, In the center is an 
eminence with a citadel, very difficult of accefs: at the foot of it runs 
the kura, which contributes much to its natural ftrength. 


The GEORGIANS are the defcendants of the antient 1BERIANs, who 
inhabited the countries on both fides the cyrus®, The creeks call 
them GEORGI, from whence we may prefume they derived their prefent 
name; the oriental nations call this country GUERGESTAN, 


The bravery of thefe people is very remarkable ; their fituation feems 
to exact it of them. In thefe latter times we have had feveral proofs, 
particularly of thofe commanded by GURGHIN KHAN, the governor of 
KANDAHAR, as mentioned in the preceding volume. The vat of 
GEORGIA, we have alfo feen, might, to all human appearance, have faved 
the PERSIAN monarchy, had he not adhered to a rafh vow. Thefe peo- 
ple are as dextrous with the bow and arrow, as with fire-arms; and 
the PERSIANS were wont to efteem them the beft troops in their 
army. They were now tributary to the TuRKs, and confequently few 
if any of them amongft nap1R’s forces, That they were always very 
warlike, appears from antient hiftorians ; they neither {ubmitted to the 
MEDES nor PERSIANS, nor evento ALEXANDER the GREAT : they could 
not indeed refit the RoMAN arms; POMPEY took their capital ACROPO- 
LIs, and reduced the kingdom of IBERIA to a ROMAN province. 


The KHAN of TEFLIS has the title of vart, and all the other chiefs 
of the refpective provinces are denominated princes. Thefe laft are in- 
dependent of each other, as well as of the varı, but in cafe of danger 
they unite in one common intereft. Hemmed in by two powerful na- 
tions, they have neceffarily paid tribute either to the TURKS Or PERSIANS 
for fome ages. Their governments are hereditary, and feldom any acci- 
dents have happened to diveft their families of their refpective fovereignties; 


which are in number about a dozen, who are divided and fubdivided. They 
generally 


b Prefent name KURA. 
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generally fupport from 200 to 1000 men each, and two or three of them 
can bring 6000 into the field. For the fupport of thefe foldiers, the pea- 
fants pay a tenth of the produce of the land ; befides furnifhing, in time 
of war, a certain number of men equipped. 


The climate of this country is foft, not very different from that of 
ITALY, and extends from about the latitude of 41 to 44. The capital 
TEFLIs is near the center of the lower GEORGIA; the upper GEORGIA 
ftretches towards the BLACK SEA. It is furrounded with mountains almoft 
on every fide, and abounds in woods, but there are alfo very fertile plains. 
They till their land with buffaloes and oxen; they plow deep, and their 
crops are abundant. They are chriftians of the GREEK religion, and 
confequently not forbidden the ufe of wine, which they have very good, 
and in great plenty. The men are remarkably tall, comely, robuft, and 
well made, oftentatious, and fond of a fplendid appearance; the wo- 
men © are celebrated for their beauty over all Asta. 


The ceorcians have generally been moft difpofed to fubmit to the 
PERSIANS, and in order to fupport their fidelity, the fovereigns of that 
monarchy have fhewn them great indulgence. ‘Thofe of their princes, 
who are difpofed to change their religion, have ever met with a kind 
reception at the PERSIAN court, and been entrufted with fome of the firft 
employments in that government. Persia by this means has had a 
conftant refource of troops, whofe valour and fidelity might be fafely 
relied on °. 


The GEORGIANS now faw their fovereign the grand fignior opprefied 
on every fide; difheartened by the defeat of TOPAL OSMAN, and in no 
capacity to make head again{t the victorious armies of KOULI KHAN. 
Ter.is having fubmitted to him, he thought it his intereft to treat the 
people with tendernefs, ‘The tuR«s retired, not being in any condition 
to oppofe him. 


KovuLi 
€ Thefe are often fpoken of in Europe under the name of CIRCASSIANS, though circassia 
is much farther to the north-weit. 4 I never heard, from any good authority, that Kou! 


KHAN had any number of Georctans in his army, probably efteeming it impolitic to entertain 
people of fo difrerent principles in religion. 
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Kouti KHAN, in the exultation of his heart, declared that he would 
carry his victorious arms to the HELLESPONT, with a more formidable 
power than that of xerxes. All the dominions of the grand fignior did 
indeed tremble at his name. The rurxs confefled, that they were never 
more embarafled fince the eftablifhment of their monarchy. ‘Their trea- 
fures were exhaufted; and their army of veterans hardly amounted to one 
third part of that of the PERSIANS. Count BONNEVAL recommended the 
EUROPEAN difcipline ; but the rurxs had a fuperftitious reverence for 
their antient military cuftoms ; neither could they derive any advantage 
from a change of difcipline, but by long practice. They raifed about 
15000 men in Bosn1A, which were ordered to join the orTOMAN army 
near BAGDAT, under the command of the sERASKIER ABDALLAH KOUPRO- 
LI, who was efteemed one of the beft officers in their fervice. The court 
alfo fent 4000 men to him by the way of TREBISONDE; but this re- 
inforcement was very infufficient to ftop the progrefs of the PERSIANS. 


In the mean while, SELIM BASHA being in no condition to oppofe the 
PERSIANS, had retired out of GEORGIA towards ALEPPO, leaving that 
country, as well as ARMENIA, a prey to the victorious KOULI KHAN ; 
upon which all the GEoRGIAN princes, who were before tributary to 
the OTTOMAN empire, fubmitted to him. Towards the end of oc- 
TOBER, he came before GANJA, where the rurKs had thrown in a 
garrifon of 5000 men; thefe maintained themfelves fo well, that NESR 
ALI with his forces had not been able to reduce them: KOULI KHAN 
therefore ere¢ted three batteries of ten cannon each, and before the month 
was expired, this place alfo fubmitted at difcretion. 


From thence he direéted bis courfe to sHaAMAKIE. The Turks had 
detached a body of $000 men, moftly LEscEEs, to guard the bridge of 
boats over the KURA at JAVAT ; but they were foon put to flight. The 
countenance which this city had given to the LESGEEs, had fo much 
offended him, that he refolved to raze it to the ground, and flaughter 
a great part of the inhabitants. ‘'Thofe who had offended moft, being 
either LESGEES, or clofely connected with them, fled into the mountains. 
After a fhort warning, he commanded the inhabitants, who efcaped the 
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fury of his refentment, to retire to AGHSON, on the weitern fide of the 
mountains ¢, where they might build a new city ; and he then deftroyed 
the place. SHAMAKIE had been for many ages efteemed one of the moft 
flourifhing cities in this part of the world, well peopled, and abounding 
in all the neceffuries of life. Its fituation was agreeable, and its trade ex- 
tenfive. Herc the merchants from PERSIA and TURKEY, ARMENIA, 
GEORGIA and russia had their rendezvous; fo that it was a {taple for 
all the commodities of thefe countries, together with thofe of EUROPE. 


It was alfo a place of defence. 


Thefe however were not fufficient reafons with the ambitious KoULI 
Indeed, it is hard to fay, if he made a facrifice 


KHAN to preferve this city. 
The con- 


of it to his pride or refentment, more than to reafons of policy. 
queft of the LESGEEs was an object he had very much at heart ; and expe- 
rience had proved, that it was an afylum to them of late years; or at leatt, 
that it was the feat of rebellion, from whence sHIRVAN was invaded. 


pc re te 


CHAP XIV. 


The TURKS defre a peace. KOULI KHAN fends an embaffador to the Rus: 


SIAN court. ABDALLAH KOUPROLI gives battle to KOULI KHAN in the 


valley of ARPAKAVI, and is flain, tygether with 20,000 TURKS. AB- 
DALLAH BASHA retreats fo CARS. CARA ACHMED appointed SERAS- 
KIER of the TURKISH army. ERivAN taken. The TURKS declare war 


againft the RUSSIANS. KOUL1 KHAN’S conduc? towards that nation. 


T HE rapid progrefs of the PERSIAN arms, made the divan of coN- 
STANTINOPLE in the higheft degree defirous of peace with PER- 
sta: but TAHMAS KOULI KHAN, ambitious of new triumphs, proudly 
defpifed any accommodation, but what was judged to be very injurious 
to the honour of the grand fignior. ‘The inclination of the port was to 
commence a war with the chriftian powers; and great magazines were 
forming 
e This place ftood in 1746, as defcribed in the map and account of the tract of the Russ1an em- 
baly, Vol. I. page 376 and 386. 
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forming in BOSNIA, in expectation of a favourable opportunity to enter thro’ 1734. 
VALACHIA into the UKRAIN. ‘The OTTOMAN court was alfo very jealous 

of the good underftanding between the RuSsIANs and the PERSIANS, and 
apprehended a treaty of alliance, by which the former were to make a 
diverfion in favour of PERSIA on the fide of asopn ; whilft there was not 

lefs reafon to apprehend, that with {uch affiftance T“#HMAS KOULI KHAN 

might carry his arms into NATOLIA, and make the grand fignior tremble 

on his throne. 


What favoured the former opinion, was the arrival, at the beginning ı 
of this year, of HUSSEIN KOULI KHAN as embaflador from aBAs, the 
infant SHAH of PERSIA, to the court of ST. PETERSBURG; his credential 
letters were figned with the feal of the general TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN. 
This minifter informed her imperial majefty, that T“#HMas sHAH being 
a weak prince, whofe conduct threatened the ruin of the PERSIAN empire, 
the khans, and all the great lords of the ftate, had determined to depofe 
him, and fet up his fon ABAs in his place: that they meant not to do the 
dethroned prince any harm, but to indulge him in all the pleafures to 
which he was inclined, without fubmitting to his pacific difpofition, with 
regard to their common enemy the TURK: that T#HMAS KOULI KHAN, 
whofe valour and fortune was equal to that of ALEXANDER, and whofe 
prudence and generofity were unrivalled, was determined to profecute 
the war with vigour: that her «mperial majefty might be affured he 
would never lay down his arms, whilft the grand fignior was in any con- 
dition to make war again{ft her; the Persians being intirely difpofed 
to fupport a perfect amity with the dominions of her imperial majefty, 
whofe intereft they confidered in common with their own. 


NJ 

G3 

Wi 
kid 


This embaffador was alfo charged with a commiffion, to require the 
delivery of DERBEND, BAKU, RESHD, and all the places in the provinces 
of SHIRVAN and GHILAN, with the other diftri¢ts fituated on the coaft 
of the CASPIAN SEA, Which had been conquered by PETER the GREAT ; 
alfo that thofe TARTARs in the mountains of DAGISTAN f, who had 

{ubmitted 

f I have already given fome account of thefe people in my firt volume, and I have only to ob- 

ferve further, that from this country the aLaws in the fifth century are faid to have fpread them- 


felves like a flood over EUROPE, extending their conqueft as far as sPatn. 
I 


1735: 
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fubmitted to the RUSSIAN arms, fhould be again reftored to the dominion 
of PERSIA. 


It was faid, that KoULI KHAN had in the vanity of his heart declared, 
that if the Russ1aNs did not retire, he would take a broom, and {weep 
them out. The russians, apprehenfive of a war with the rurks, did 
not think thofe countries worth a conteft: they had never received any 
benefit from them, but quite the reverfe, for they only proved a grave 
to their armies. As to the revenues of thofe provinces fince the year 
1722, which were alfo demanded by the embaflador, the RussIAN mi- 
niftry alledged, that fo far from drawing any advantage from thence, the 
government had been at a great expence in the fupport of them. 


In confequence of this treaty now made with T£HMAS KOULI KHAN, 
her imperial majefty appointed a general officer to accompany the rer- 
SIAN commifiaries, in order to fee the evacution of the countries already 
mentioned, and to fix the boundaries of the two ftates; which was ac- 
cordingly done foon after. ‘The embaffador having received all the ho- 
nours due to his character, took his leave of the emprefs the 13th of 
MARCH ; and the court bore the expence of his journey to the frontiers, 
according to cuftom. The emprefs intended to fend an embafiador to 
ISFAHAN, to compliment the young sHAan®; and from thence to pro- 
ceed to the army, in order to finifh the negotiations with TAHMAS KOULI 
KHAN, which the pers1aAN minifter Lad already begun. 


The rurxs had not yet recoverei the fhock occafioned by the defeat 
of TOPAL OSMAN; and the rapid progrefs of the persIAN arms the laft 
year had difheartened the court to an extreme degree, infomuch that they 
would hardly have oppofed the enemy, had there been no other object 
to preferve than the conquered provinces. At the fame time, the good 
intelligence between the russians and the PERSIANS, gave great umbrage 
to the port. The grand fignior comforted himfelf however in hopes of 
an accommodation with the PERSIANS, and that the lofs of GForc1a would 
be repaired by his conquefts in chriftendom; the fituation of the EURO- 

PEAN 


£ We find afterwards, thatthe russtan minifters were too fenfible of the changes to which 
persra was fubjeét, to carry this defign into execution. 
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PEAN powers at that time feeming to facilitate the fuccefs of the orTo- 
MAN arms. ‘The PERSIAN army was now increafed to 120,000 men, 
and KOULI KHAN abfolutely refufed to enter into terms of accommodation, 
unlefs the TURKs would not only yield up all the conquered provinces, 
but alfo pay him the charge of the war. 


The ofTOMAN court was continually fending troops, ammunition, and 
money to ALEPPO and TREBISONDE, from whence the army under AB- 
DALLAH KOUPROLI, BASHA Of CAIRO, was fupplied ; this general had alfo 
fuccours from CAIRO, but as yet he kept clofe in his intrenchments in AR- 
MENIA. The Turks efteeming this as a holy war, were yet in {pirits to 
try the fortune of another campaign. ‘The grand fignior therefore gave 
orders to the sERASKIER KOUPROLI, to give battle to T#HMAS KOULI 
KHAN, as foon as he fhould find himfelf fufficiently reinforced. 


The PERSIAN general had fpent the beginning of this year in reducing 
GEORGIA, and was now on his march to ErivaNn. Defigning to bring the 
ruRKs to an engagement, he fent a detachment of 15000 men towards 
their camp. The sERASKIER immediately concluded, that this motion 
could be made with no other defign than to reconnoitre his fituation ; he 
therefore fent a body of his beft cavalry to meet them, and after a fhort 
fkirmith the PERSIANS retreated in confufton. ‘The sERASKIER unwilling 
to lofe fo apparent an advantage, difpatched more troops after them, and 
followed himfelf at the head of iis army, making forced marches, in 
hopes to intercept their junction with the main body of the PERSIANS. 


On the roth of JUNE, T#HMAS KOULI KHAN appeared with 
40,000 men in the valley of ARPAKAvI, fo that the whole force with 
him did not exceed 55,0000. ‘The seraskieR, on the other hand, had 
an army of 80,000. At the approach of the Turks, the PERSIAN general 
breke up his camp with a feeming precipitation, and retired towards 
ERIVAN. After feveral forced marches, being arrived at the ftreight pre- 
vioufly defigned for the action, he concealed a body of his men in a 
wood, whilft another {trong party was covered in a valley. In this fitua- 
tion he prepared to receive the TURKS. 


2 The 
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The van of the TURKISH army faw themfelves at once attacked in 
flank and rear by the PERsIANS, who came out of the defiles. The 
action was very bloody, and lafted five hours; the sERAsKIER had two 
horfes killed under him, and after fighting very bravely, met with the 
fame fate as his predeceflor TOPAL osmMAN; befides him, fell DEMIR 
BASHA, and MUSTAPHA BASHA, generals of the firft rank, the laft was 
a kinfman of the grand fignior; they loft alfo four other BasHas,; with 
20,000 men, the greateft part of whom were killed, the reft taken pri- 
foners; the PERSIANS likewife made themfelves mafters of thirty-two 
pieces of cannon, with the military cheft and baggage. 


This victory was obtained the cheaper, as the rear of the TURKS 
could not come up, and confequently had no fhare in the action: thefe 
retired as foon as they found their van totally defeated: they were fol- 
lowed however by the persans for near three leagues; {ome fled to the 
neighbouring cities, and others into the mountains. ABDALLAH BASHA 
carried off 8000 TURKS to CARs, a city in the UPPER ARMENIA. 


The news of this defeat flung the whole city of CONSTANTINOPLE into 
the utmoft confternation, as they concluded from hence, that not only 
the conquered countries muft fubmit, but that it would be dangerous to 
the whole empire to continue the war any longer. Frefh orders were there- 
fore fent to ACHMED, BASHA of BAGMAT, With full powers to negotiate a 
peace with THHMAS KOULI KHAN. The friendfhip which the PERSIAN 
general had profefied for this BASH , was a circumftance which ferved tc 
fupport the drooping {pirits of the OTTOMAN court; the BasHa had alfa 
acquired fo great a reputation, that his enemies as well as his partizans, 
often ftiled him ACHMED PADISHA®. The mufti and all the court ap- 
peared however with very forrowful countenances, CARA ACHMED, 
who had been for fome time lieutenant to the governor of BAGDAT, a 
good foldier, and well verfed in the liberal arts, was now fent to fupply 
the place of the sSERASKIER KOUPROLI. 


T ZHMAS KOULI KHAN was no fooner mafter of the field, than he 


difpatched an officer to the RUSSIAN court, to inform them of his victory. 
Tae 


€ The emperor ACHMED, 
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The defigns which he had now formed, required a peace with the TURKS; 
but he ftill promifed to do nothing without the confent of the emprefs of 
RUSSIA. However, if we may judge from the event, he was defirous 
of engaging the RUSSIANs in a war with the TURKs, as the moft effectual 
means of promoting his own fchemes. 


This fecond important victory favoured his defigns He immediately 
laid fiege to ERIVAN the capital of ARMENIA ; the garrifon having 
no expectation of fuccours, foon demanded to capitulate, and were per- 
mitted to retire to CARS ; but part of the inhabitants were removed into 
KHORASAN. From thence he fent a ftrong detachment to ERZEROUM ” ; 
and by the end of this year’s campaign he recovered all the conquered 
provinces. 


If we confider to what a wretched ftate persia had been reduced fix 
years before, when TÆHMAS KOULI KHAN appeared at the head of her 
forces, we muft impute this rapid fuccefs to his military genius and fortune. 
What a prodigious change was it for a country devoured by rapine, whofe 
fubjects were defpifed abroad, and plunged into miferies at home, to give 
laws to a powerful monarchy in fo fhort a time! It is natural to think, 
that in the height of his triumphs, as1a would not have bounded his 
conquetts, had his paffion been only for railitary glory ; but every circum- 
ftance of his conduct proved that hr. afpired at more than triumphs; and 
that his ambition of fovereignty wa: equal to that of conqueit; neither of 
which could be long fupported withe ut vaft funds, and thefe hardly were 
to be obtained by purfuing the war againit the TURKS. 


Before we enter upon the relation of any new event, we muft go back 
to the fituation of the of ToMAN court. The defeat of the sERASKIER 
KOUPROLI was attended with a further change of miniftry at CONSTAN- 
TINOPLE. IsmMAEL BASHA, the grand vizir, who had been the chief 
advifer to profecute the war with pERs1A, was depofed the 12th of jury, 
and though a relation of the grand fignior, w.s banifhed to the ifle of 

CANDIA: 


h At ERZEROUM the peace was concluded by the persian and TURKIsH minifters. 


Vor. IV. Q . 
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1735. CANDIA: MAHOMMED BASHA fucceeded him ; the laft was alfo ap- 
pointed sERASKIER of the army intended to be fent againft the RUSSIANS, 
This minifter accordingly marched out of CONSTANTINOPLE in great 
pomp and ceremony, with the ftandard of MAHOMMED carried before 
him. The russ1ans, who naturally expected this event, were very 
vigilant in marching an army early into the field; infomuch, that AsoPH 
was befieged before the TURKS had taken care to provide a fufhicient gar- 
rion. ‘This place being at the mouth of the river DON on the PALUS 
MÆoTIS, atid communicating with the BLACK sEA, the laying fiege to- 
it created great alarms at CONSTANTINOPLE. 


The minifters of the feveral chriftian potentates interpofed their media- 
tion, to prevent the great effufion of blood, which the Russ1AN war 
muft neceflarily occafion ; but the TuRKs were inexorably bent to purfue 
it. KovuLi KHAN pretended to make it an article in the peace he was 
negotiating with the TuRKs, to include the RUSSIANS. This was a mi- 
nifterial ftroke, which anfwered a double purpofe. He knew the TURKS 
were entirely averfe to it, and confequently their refufal gave him the 
better plea to make his own terms ; and, at the fame time, he fecretly 
wifhed to involve his new friend, as well as his old one, in a war that 
fhould keep them well employed for fome time, whilft he purfued the 
favourite projeéts which he had plənned: for this purpofe, it was alfo 
neceffary to ftart all the difficulties imaginable, in order to protract the 
ifue of the conferences at ERZERO'™M. ABDIL BAKI KHAN, the PER- 
SIAN embaflador, met ACHMED, B SHA Of BAGDAT, but nothing could 
be concluded this year. The rurKs made no difficulty to yield up or 
reftore all the countries conquered from PERSIA fince the time of sHAu 
HUSSEIN, with thofe which had been feparated from that empire during 
that reign ; but KoULI KHAN, not fatisfied with this, made pretenfions 
on BAGDAT, and demanded to be paid the expences of the war. 


The ifue however made it appear, that it was not his intentions to 
exact fuch rigorous conditions, but to gain time, and difpofe of the go- 
vernments of all the conquered countries in a fatisfactcry manner, and to 
endeavour to perfuade the RUSSIAN court, that he meant to profecute the 
war, notwithftanding the treaty already commenced. PART 





P ARI TIV. 
FROM THE 


ELECTING OF TÆHMAS KOU LI 
KHAN KING oF PERSIA IN 1756, 
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RETURN FROM HIS MEMORABLE EXPEDITION INTO 


IN DIA IN 1740. 


CHAP weve 


The young SHAH ABAS dies. The RUSSIANS evacuate DERBEND, and yield 
up their conquefis in PERSIA. 'T@HMAS KOULI KHAN declared king. 
Conditions of accepting the diadem. The MULLAH BASHI put fo death. 
NADIR coins money, and feizes the lands of the church. Edt&é concern- 
ing the fect of the SUNNIS and sLAIAs. 


bling at the effects of her own conquefts, faw herfelf in the 

hands of an ufurper, whofè military abilities rendered him the 
idol of his army. ‘The young prince Asas, who was of a complection 
extremely delicate, died. Whether his death was intirely according to 
the courfe of nature, is not declared: it is probable, however precarious 
the life of this infant-king might have been, that fome art was ufed, in 
order, that fo feeble an impediment fhould not obftruct the defigns of 
TZEHMAS KOULI KHAN. 


T: E beginning of this year ripened the plot. PERSIA, trem- 


The roth of marRcu, as I have more than once obferved, is the PER- 
SIANS new-year’s-day, when it is the cuftom of their princes to affemble 
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the governors of the provinces, and demand an account of their admi- 
niftration. This was a favourable occafion to convoke all the gover- 
nors, elders, and great officers, together with the generals of his army, 
in order to communicate the fuccefs of his arms, and to confult what fur- 
ther meafures were neceflary to be taken for the common good. ‘The 
rendezvous was appointed in the plains of mocan, near the banks of the 
ARAS, where he had affembled the greateft part of his forces, confifting 
of near 100,009 men. He acquainted the nobles and governors, that 
the reafon of calling them together was, that they might know from 
him how Gop had been pleafed to blefs his arms with fuccefs, and to re- 
ftore all the dominions which had been torn from the late family of the 
SEFFIES. That he had delivered PERSIA from the yoke of the AF- 
GHANS, and was in treaty with the rurKs, with whom he hoped foon 
to make fuch a peace as would be agreeable, fince the grand fignior muft 
be obliged to accept of the conditions which he fhould prefcribe: that 
he had alfo concluded a peace with the Russ1aNs, who had refiored all 
thofe dominions belonging to the PERSIAN cmpire, which they had con- 
quered fourteen years before: in fhort, that he had left nothing to be 
done except the conqueft of KANDAHAR. But as it was neceffary for the 
fupport and continuation cf the glory of the monarchy, that they fhould 
have a perfon at the head of their armies, who might prevent fuch 
fatal confequences as they experiencea in the preceding reign, and as it 
was his intention to enjoy the remainder of his life in repofe, he defired 
to refign his office; for which reafon they muft make choice of a new 
general. Moreover, as it had pleafe1 Gop to deprive them of the young 
ABAS, they muft elect a king alfo : if they thought sHAH T#HMAs could 
govern them with valour and wifdom, that they had only to recall him; 
but if he was not capable, they muit fix their choice upon fome other : 
that fo important a bufinefs required mature confideration; he therefore 
recommended it to them, and defired their anfwer in three days. 


There was hardly a fenfible man in the affembly, but faw through the 
thin difguife of thefe propofitions; and many faw it with indignation, 
who had not virtue enough to declare their real fentiments. Kouxr 

2 KHAN 
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KHAN retired to his tent, and left the deputies to their own contempla- 
tions: he ordered that they fhould be entertained at the public expence, 
and treated with all the refpect imaginable. It is reafonable to prefume, 
that he had already made his fentiments known to the principal officers, 
whilft it was obvious to every common foldier, that military glory, and 
a defpotic authority, were his ruling paflions. The great care and ten- 
dernefs which he had upon all occations fhewn them, neceflarily engaged 
their wifhes to fee him their fovereign, as well as their general. Under 
thefe circumftances, what voice could the deputies of the people have, 
but fuch as was agreeable to the army ? 


The three days being expired, the deputies waited on the general with 
a petition, reprefenting, ‘‘ That as Gop had been pleafed to make ufe 
« of his arm to reftore the glory of the PERSIAN monarchy, none was 
« fo worthy of the diadem as himfelf; that their lives and fortunes were 
« redeemed by him, and to him therefore they ought to be devoted.” 


TÆHMAS KOULí KHAN then replied: “< It is true, that fince I led the 
« people to battle, divine Providence has been pleafed to favour my de- 
« figns, You have yourfelves been witnefles of the amazing fuccefs of 
« the PERSIAN arms. It was not my intention however in calling you 
‘© together, to receive this mark of your gratitude; but fince heaven has 
« decreed that my feeble arm fhowld be the inftrument of that almighty 
« power which governs all things, I will confent to your propofal, under 
« certain conditions. It will reft on yourfelves to fupport your own 
« choice, and affift me to exalt the nation to as high a pitch of glory 
« as the greateft kings of the former ages have done. But if you will 
« make me your king, you muft remember to comply with the condi- 
« tions which I now require. Firft, You muft make the diadem here- 
« ditary in my family. Secondly, You fhall not entertain in your houfes 
« any of the family of your old kings, much lefs mention any thing 
« tending to rebellion. And laftly, You fhall nct curfe OMAR, OSMAN, 
« and ABUBEKER, nor obferve the tumultuous meetings at the comme- 
« moration of HUssEIN’s death ; and as a great effufion of blood has 


* been occafioned by the religious differences of the fects of the 
€ SCHIAS 
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6736. «© scuras and suNNIS‘, which, in my opinion, are not in themfelves 
« effential, an affembly of the priefts fhall be called to regulate thefe 


<< differences.” 


It may, I think, be prefumed, that NADIR SHAH, for that is the name 
by which we muft now call him, elate with his great victories over the 
TURKS, had flattered himfelf that he might one day unite the PERSIAN 
and OTTOMAN dominions under the fame head ; but though this dazling 
object floated in his imagination, he could fcarcely hope to make a {peedy 
conqueft of the minds of the people, or that he could reign over both 
nations, whilft they remained of different fects. It is true, he was bred 
a SUNNI, and from thence might feern fomewhat inclined that way ; 
though, in reality, the tenets of both parties were equally indifferent to 
him. 

The kuans and deputies of all the provinces came readily into the two 
frf articles, which feemed more particularly to regard their allegiance to 
their new fovereign. As to the commemoration of the death of HUSSEIN, 
the fon of arr, we have already explained, that this feftival * regarded 
the ecclefiaftical government; but fince it might be made an occafion of 
tumultuous aflemblies, NADIR wifely guarded againft it, as injurious to 
his intereft. In regard to the laft article, they defired the high prieft' 
might be heard; he was accordingly brought into the prefence of the 
new fovereign, where he fpoke to this effet: 4“ It is not for earthly prin- 
« ces to dire&t in what manner the Gop of heaven and earth ought to 
« be worfhiped : we have our lavr, as delivered down by divine autho- 
‘© rity, through the mediation of the prophet ™ ; that is our guide; and as 
« all changes in religious matters are fubject to very dangerous confíe- 
« quences, I hope no means will be taken to fully the luftre of your vic- 
“ tories, by a ftep fo derogatory to the welfare of the true believers.” 
Such a fpeech as this, might have eafily fired the hearts of a people na- 


turally inclined to enthufiafm ; but perhaps this honeft prieft was the only 
man 


! See Vol. I. page 338. alfo Vol. III. page 33. To this we may add, that as the sunnis, who 
are the feét of the rurxs, acknowledge the khoran as expounded by the doctors, MALEK, SHAFI, 
HANBAL, and ABUL HANIFA; fo the PERSIANS or scH1as adhere to aLt, and are guided by ther 
own 1maMs, Who have expounded their ecclefiaitical law. k See Vol. III. page 32. 
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man who dared to fpeak his mind; the only one, at leaft, of any emi- 
nent authority, who had courage to check that imperious fpirit, which 
already thewed itfelf in NADIR, though he had not yet received the en- 
figns of royalty: but as if heaven had marked him out for deliverance 
from the cruel bondage of NADIR’s government, he was foon filenced 
with a bow-ftring. This well-meaning prieft might, however, have 
checked his zeal; for as the matter was to be referred to priefts of the 
different feéts, the confequence was very natural, that it would remain 
as they found it : nor did the people give their tacit confent to thefe pro- 
pofals, fo as to produce any particular effect, with regard to the unifor- 
mity of religion. 


The next day, being the rith of marcs, the general was proclaimed 
king, under the name of NADIR SHAH ®, and the people paid him homage 
as fuch, which he accepted with an air of dignity mixed with arro- 
gance. The ARMENIAN patriarch, who was in the camp, performed 
part of the ceremony, by buckling on his fabre; but as to the plume ° 
and diadem, which, as already obferved, is the more effential mark of 
royalty, he changed it himfelf from the left-fide to his right, as if he 
meant to fhew, that to his own arm only he was indebted for his ex- 
altation. 


Thus did the afpiring genius of this inftrument of divine wrath accom- 
pliíh his end: thus did he reach that point which c#sar could not attain ; 
tho’ in valour, generofity, and itrengt& of mind, this celebrated ROMAN was 
not inferior to the PERSIAN ufurper; whilft he excelled him in learning, po- 
litenefs, and humanity, to which NADIR indeed had no pretenfions. CROM- 
WELL alfo was bafHed in his aim at the crown of ENGLAND; neither his 
{kill nor cunning, nor his valour nor refolution, could acquire him the 
name of king. Rome, tho’ corrupt to an extreme, and ripe for a change of 
that form of government, by which her people had arrived at fo high a 
pitch of glory, had yet fome honeft and gallant fpirits, who thought the 
killing of a tyrant warrantable, at leaft not fo great an evil as flavery. In 


ENGLAND, 
n The PERSIANS generally put the title after the name, tho” europeans ufe it before and after 
imifferently. ° Thefe are of the feathers of black herons ftuck into a tuke, fupported by a 


ftud of precious ftones. 


2 


1730. 
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ENGLAND, there were numbers whofe principles were untainted, and who 
faw the error which had been committed, in attempting to change the 
monarchy into a republican government: but in PERSIA, ignorance and 
want of forefight, with univerfal corruption of manners, prepared the 
necks of the people for the yoke to which they now fubmitted ; and 
it was but a few years after, that they faw pyramids of human heads 
erected on that fpot, where they chofe their king ?. 


Naorr being arrived at the fummit of his ambition, began to exert 
that boundlefs authority with which he was invefted ; however, he tem- 
pered his natural fiercenefs and cruelty with fome tokens of munificence : 
he entertained all the deputies of the people for three days, and treated 
them with great civility; among other fhews and amufements in the 
camp, was that of fhooting an arrow at a gold plate, which was fixed on 
a lofty pole; thofe who fhot down the mark were to receive it as a re- 
ward of their fkill, together with a coat of honour. 


The motto, which he chofe upon this occafion for his feal, was this : 


« As the jewel was fallen out of the ring of fame and glory, fo Gop 
has reftored it in the name of NADIR.” 


Lal 
Pr 


The coins which he caufed to be {truck had thefe inícriptions : 
« NADIR king of kings, and glory of the age.” 


Another was: 


« Coins proclaim through the earth, the reign of NADIR, the king 
« who conquers the world.” 


The aflembly were at length difmiffed, to appearance very well fatis- 
fied; the priefts only refented the death of their chief, the MULLAH 
BASHI, and the little regard which the new fovereign fhewed to the na- 
tional religious tenets: however, as he did nothing by halves, he was 
determined to pull off the mafk. As foon as he arrived at CASBIN, 
whither he next directed his march, he convoked all the ecclefiaftics of 
the city and neighbouring countries, and demanded of them in what 

manner 
P See Vol. I. page 338. 
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manner the revenues of the church were employed; they anfwered, in 
the fupport of priefts, colleges and mofques, in the laft of which inceffant 
prayers were offered to heaven for the fuccefs of the arms of their fo- 
vereigns: to which he replied to this effect: *“* It is certain that you have 
«© been very remifs in your duty, and that the Almighty is not pleafed 
«© with the prayers of fuch men as you are. It is now near fifty years 
« fince the empire has been on the decline, and was at length plunged 
« into the deepeft mifery, till the victorious inftruments * of the moft 
« wonderful, by expofing their lives for its defence and glory, have at 
« length reftored it. ‘Thefe are the priefts to whofe fervices we are in- 
« debted ; therefore the revenues and lands of the church fhall be appro- 
‘© priated to their fupport* ”’ 


It is eafy to imagine, what impreffions the priefts would receive from 
being plundered of ail their revenues; but as much the greateft part of 
the army, particularly all the TARTARs, were of the fect of the suNNIs, 
they treated their complaints with derifion; whilft the people in general, 
apprehending that they fhould be relieved from their taxes, in proportion 
as the church revenues were applied to the fupport of the army, felt no 
great reluctance in fubmitting. Religion, indeed, feemed to be almoft 
at the fame low ebb as morality, or they never would have chofen NADIR 
KouLI for their king. He left the people however at their liberty, with 
regard to the fupport of priefts at their own expence, but continued to ex- 
act a conformity to the suNNIs, agreeably to what he had mentioned in the 
plains of MOGAN ; and for this purpofe he publithed the following edict : 


The decree to unite the two feéts of the scutas and the suNNIs, which 
divide the PERSIANS and the TURKS. 


« All in high ftations, the sEDR * of great power, the governor, mini- 
« fters of the law, and learned men of the royal refidence of ISFAHAN, 


“© being 

a His army. t What thefe revenues amounted to, my authorities do not tell me. If it 
was one million fterling, it bears one fifth proportion to the whole revenue, according to the calcula- 
tion in Vol Ii. page 27. * The sepr is a perfon of authority in the empire, who has the 


management of church lands, and of the revenues, for the maintenance of public {chools, falaries to 
learned men, and other pious ufes, 


VoL., IV. R 


1736. 
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1736, “ being exalted through the king’s favour, fhall KNow, that while the 
« abode of our enfigns, on which victory attends, was at MOGAN*, it 
« was agreed, that according to the antient cuftom tran{mitted down to 
« us by our predecefiors in the religion, as explained by HANIFA * and 
“ JAFFER“, from henceforth we do acknowledge the directing Caliphs *, 
‘ in whom the moft high is well pleafed, as the fucceffors of the chief 
« of meffengers”; and that, whenever there is occafion for it, the peo- 
<< ple fhall mention the names of the four with great refpect. 


= 


« But, whereas, in fome places of thefe kingdoms, at the time of 

e calling to prayers, and ftanding up to pray, the people mention thefe 
« words, ALI, the friend of Gop*, according to the ufual practice of the 
‘ scH1As*, but contrary to thofe who are of orthodox faith. This we 
‘© declare to be repugnant to the true religion, and contrary to the agree- 
<< ment and covenant entered into. Befides, it is apparent to the world, 
« that as the prince of the faithful, the lion of Gop, the victorious *, is 
« elect, praifed, and acceptable to the Lord of glory; his rank and inte- 
« reft at the court of unity, will not be increafed by vulgar teftimony, 
‘© nor the full moon of his power diminifhed by the omiffion of thefe 
‘© words. But the ill confequence of this form is, that both fects‘, who 
« equally acknowledge the chief and prophet d of both worlds, are pro- 
‘© yoked to animofities, which are offenfive to the prophet, and to the 
‘ prince of the faithful °. Therefore, as foon as this high edict is pro- 
‘* mulged, let all muffulmen, high and low, the callers to prayer in the 
“ cities, their dependencies, and adjacent countries, KNOW, that from 
« this day henceforth, thefe worus‘, which differ from the orthodox 
« cuftom, fhall not be mentioned. It is alfo ufual with governors in 
“« their afflemblies, after their prefatory prayer 5, to fay, may the king, 
æ from 

v Hanira, one of the four TURKISH doétors, 


famous for expounding the MAHOMMEDAN law. w JAFFER, one of the IMAMs or pro- 


phets, whofe opinion the sunwrs pay the greateft regard to, x ABUBEKER;OMAR, OSMAN, 
and ALI. Y MAHOMMED. z Js always annexed by the scuias to the 


t The plains where he was chofen king. 


KELMAH, viz. there is but one Gon, MAHOMMED is his prophet, and arı his friend. a- “The 
fect of the PERSIANS. b MorTisa, AL1’s titles. € The sunnis and scuHias. 
a MAHOMMED. € MORTISA ALL f Arı, the friend of Goes. g FATTAHA 


and 
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« from whom all our fortune flows, live for ever. As a prayer for 
‘© perpetuating a mortal man is vain, and of no effeét, we command that 
“ every KHAN‘, who is mafter of a drum * and enfign, fay it in this 
« manner, thanks to the true king for all benefits. From henceforward 
«© let all perfons obferve thefe fettled regulations and written orders: for, 
«© whofoever deviates from them, will incur the difpleafure of the king 
“« of kings. Written in the month SAFER, 11491.” 


Whatever policy might induce NADIR to make a difference in the 
form of prayer, it feems to have betrayed him into an abfurdity. He 
might apprehend his intere{t to be concerned in being acknowledged the 
“ true king ;”” yet his obfervation on perpetuating a mortal man, feems 
to be more vain, than the thing itfelf, which he calls fo; fince ‘ living 
“ for ever,” can only allude to immortality after death; or, according to 
the eaftern manner, the longeft period of life. 





CHA rr. AVL 


NADIR SHAH marches fo CASBIN, and fends an embaffador to TURKEY. 
The grand fignior’s orders fo ACHMED BASHA Concerning peace. All the 
conquered provinces ytelded upto PERSIA. NADIR SHAH marches to 1s- 
FAHAN. Great preparations for an expedition againf?{ KANDAHAR. 


HO” it was impoffible this edict could meet with univerfal appro- 
bation, we do not find that any remonftrances were made againft 

it. However, it was a very politic ftep upon the whole, as it was not 
only contrived to avoid expenfive and bloody wars with the rurks, but 
alfo calculated to continue the diadem in his own family, who were 
well known to be suNNIs; and according to the former conftitution of 
R 2 the 


and TOKBIR, is a prefatory prayer, which is generally the firt chapter of the khoran. Toxsır is 
repeating three times, thefe words, ALLAH, AKBAH, Gop is greateft, before the xenrsanu above- 
mentioned. i I prefume that the order extended to all perfons to ufe this form. 
k TasaL, or {mall drum, which general officers ordinarily wear fixed to their faddles. 

June, 1736. I 


1736. 
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1736. the empire, would otherwife find it as difficult to eftablith a lineal fuc- 


ceflion, as a roman-catholic prince in a proteftant country. 


Napir, during his ftay at casBIN, took the ufual oath, “ To govern 
« the people according to the laws of Gop, as revealed by his prophet 
‘© MAHOMMED ; and to protect and defend the perstans againft all their 
« enemies??? From hence he difpatched a minifter to the OTTOMAN 
court, to acquaint them of his acceffion to the throne; he alfo ordered 
another to the court of ST. PETERSBURG for the fame purpofe. The 
emprefs of RUSSIA in return, ordered her refident in PERSIA to prefent 
her congratulations; and prefuming that he had already made peace with 
the TURKS, fhe demanded what the conditions of it were, that fhe might 
fee if there was any thing contrary to the treaty which fhe had lately 
concluded with the PERSIAN empire. Napır ftill perfifted, that he 
would enter into no accommodations with the rurks injuricus to the 
intereft of her imperial majefty: that if his minifters had done any thing, 
it was without his orders; though, at the fame time, the embaffador ap- 
pointed for TURKEY was one of his prime counfellors and favourites. 


On the other hand, the rurKisH miniftry endeavoured to perfuade 
the people, that in confideration of their yielding up all the conquered 
provinces, the PERSIANS would make a diverfion in their favour againit 
the RussIANs, who, during this interval, had made themfelves mafters 
of azopy. The grand fignior, who feared NapirR when he was only 
general of the forces of PERSIA, was the more defirous of cultivating a 
good underftanding with him, now ‘hat he was exalted to the throne of 
that empire. 


It was already expected, that NADIR would turn his arms towards 
INDIA: but in the prefent fituation of his affairs, it was by no means 
convenient to give either the RussIANs or the TruRKs any caufe to be- 
lieve, that he meditated an enterprize againft a country at fo great a di- 
ftance. ‘The former had reafon to complain of his conduct, in regard 
to his treaty with the rurxs; whilft thefe were compelled only by the 
neceffity of their affairs, to fubmit ta terms which they thought highiy 

injurious 
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injurious to their honour and intereft. Hence he judged it neceffary to 
practife all his arts to prevent thofe refentments, which might have ob- 


ftructed his favourite delign. 


The grand fignior no fooner received notice of NADIR’s being advanced 
to the throne of persta, than he repeated his orders to ACHMED, BASHA 
of BAGDAT, to conclude the treaty at ERZEROUM: ON his part he fent 
GHENTCH ALI BASHA to that city; and the sHAH appointed ABDUL BAKI 
ian as his embaflador to CONSTANTINOPLE. The orders which AcH- 
MED BASHA received from the OTTOMAN court were couched in the fol- 


lowing terms: 


c The moft honoured and refpeéted minifter of the empire, moft re- 
« nowned, wife, and trufty counfellor, the moft happy ACHMED BASHA, 
«€ our SERASKIER and VIZIR in asia, whofe fame and felicity is everlafting, 
« fhall know, That certain differences have happened between our fub- 
« lime and exalted court, and the kingdom of persia, which have 
‘© been the caufe of immenfe loffes and fufferings to the inhabitants of 
«“ the frontiers, infomuch, that many diftricts are intirely ruined. As 
« we are moved with the moft tender compaflion, and defirous to efta- 
« blith a lafting tranquillity, we have refolved to make thefe reciprocal 
‘© Joffes the occafion of a ftriét friendfhip ; thus to obey the orders of 


“« providence, and preferve the people from mifery. 


« We have already informed you of our defign to enter into a con- 
« vention with his renowned majefty the saan, who {fhines as SATURN, 
« and whofe vows are heard by the Almighty. ‘The treaty made by our 
‘© predeceflor aMURATH the IVth. is propofed as the foundation of this 
‘<< convention. We have learnt from your letters, that the moft famous 
“ and happy snan is difpofed to reform the errors of the religion of PER- 
« sta, and has agreed that feveral articles concerning the faith fhall be 
“ inferted in the treaty. As the two courts have propofed to conclude 
« this covenant, the illuftrious ABDUL BAKI KHAN, on the part of the 
“& SHAH, Is invefted with the character of embaflador for this purpofe 


« We agree to the three following articles : 
“+ I, Sat 


1739. 


1736. 
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« J, That hence forward the rerstans fhall be at liberty to vifit the 
© tomb of meEccA, and other religious places, without impediment, 
« and fhall be free of all duties whatfoever: and in order that 
« every article fhall be exaétly obferved, a plenipotentiary on our 
< part fhall always refide at the fplendid court of IsFAHAN; and 
« one on the behalf of the saan fhall remain at our court. 


A 


A 


II. That the suan, as a pure effect of the greatnefs of his foul, 
« will caufe the differences in religion to ceafe, by abolifhing the 
« fed of the scH1As, and for the future tolerating only the sunnis, 
« who acknowledge the four fucceflors of MAHOMMED, ABUBEKER, 
‘“ OMAR, OSMAN, and ALI, to the end that there may not be any 
« farther difputes about religion. 


iy 
A 


III. After the suan fhall have re-eftablifhed good order in his do- 
« minions, and extirpated the scu1as, from whence arofe eternal 
« diforders and difputes concerning the public exercife of religion, 
« and fhall have acknowledged us, the fucceflor of MAHOMMED, 
« we {hall on our part acknowledge him as sHAH. 


m 


« And notwithítanding that we have already given you this full power, 
we authorize you again happily to conclude the treaty with the em- 
baffador ABDUL BAKI KHAN, in the place which you fhall chufe to 
make the exchange; and afterwards, you are to fend the treaty to 
our fplendid court by the vizir KORMAN WALEY, who will conduct 
the embafluidor ABDUL BAKI KHAN, With all his attendants. For 
this purpofe we have difpatched CAPIDUSI BASHA to conduct him 
hither, and defray his expences on the road. 


« When you fhall have received the prefent, and comprehended the 
contents of this commiffion; above all exert yourfelf to eftablifh a 
good underftanding between the two courts. The prayers of the 
faithful will aid you in attaining the extirpation of the fect of the 
SCHIAS, and to exclude from the treaty the unbelieving RUSSIANS. 
By this means you may expect the exalted favour of our majefty, and 


the acknowledgment of all true believers. Thefe are our orders, by 
‘© which 
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«“ which you are to regulate yourfelf. Given the 8th of the month 
& ZILCHILDESI, 1148 ™. I, CASI ASKER MAHOMMED, a fervant of the 
‘ true Gop, do atteft that this copy is according to the original of the 
« fultan.”’ 


The conferences at ERZEROUM {till continued, and tho’ the TURKS 
fubmitted to every thing which the snan feemed inclined to infift upon, 
yet nothing was finally determined; and ABDUL BAKI KHAN was ordered 
to proceed to CONSTANTINOPLE, where he continued to practife the arts 
of evafion, no doubt by the inftru€liion of his mafter. The OTTOMAN 
court was extremely offended at this conduct; but as peace was abfo- 
lutely neceffary, near the clofe of the year the treaty was concluded. 
NapDiIR was acknowledged as fovereign of PERSIA ; all the conquered 
provinces were yielded back to that empire; and a full permiffion was 
granted for the PERSIANS to vifit the tomb of MAHOMMED. The laft 
article was however of very little moment, fince the true policy of the 
PERSIAN ftate was to prevent their fubjects from making that pilgri- 
mage. 


In the mean while, NADIR marched with his army from CASBIN to 
ISFAHAN, with a view to fettle the interior government of the empire. 
This was not the place which he defired moft to favour; however, its 
fituation with regard to the Turks and the Russ1ans, and fome affecta- 
tion of popularity, with refpeét to the antient metropolis of the empire, 
drew his attention, His natural inclination to avarice, turned his thoughts 
to the encouragement of commerce; in which, however, he had not the 
leaft fkill, nor patience to fee things brought to maturity. The intereft 
of the ARMENIANS began to revive; the diftinétion of chriftian and MA- 
HOMMEDAN was weakened, not only as a confequence of the confufion 
which had long reigned in PERSIA, but alfo as an effect of blending the 
two fects of the suNNIs and scuias. A carelefs indulgence, as well as 
a fierce perfecution, feem equally deftructive of true religion. Moral 
duties, and mutual confidences, are the natural effects of religion, and as 
effential to the encouragement of commerce, as to the fupport of a ftate 

in 
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in general. What profpe& then had the persrans of a happy reign, 
under a man whofe whole life had been guided by principles diametrically 
oppofite to theie duties ? 


The infatiable avarice of the eunuchs and minifters of the weak and 
unfortunate HUSSEIN, had fuffered many of the public buildings in ISFA- 
HAN to fall to decay, and private houfes were in no better condition " ; 
the AFGHANs had not repaired them, nor was NADIR inclined to recom- 
mend any expence of that nature, The fame paffion of covetouinefs 
poifetied his breaft, as it had done thofe of the eunuchs in the former 
reign, though the objects they purfued were very different. However, 
he caufed the walls to be repaired, and put the city in a better {tate of 
defence. He alfo made a diftribution of feveral lands, in order to their 
cultivation, referving to himfelf a confiderable part of their produce. To 
thofe whom poverty had reduced to the loweft ebb, he caufed grain to 
be given, alfo fuch fmall fums as were neceffary to provide the utenfils of 
hufbandry. Thus he confulted, in fome meafure, what was efiential to 
the fupport of the ftate ; but at the fame time, the chief object of his care 


was the maintenance of his army. 


Though the late campaign had been atttended with fuch great fuccefs, 
yet the common accidents of war had leffened the number of his forces ; 
for which reafon, he fent into all parts for recruits: this diftreffed the 
inhabitants in a double refpect, as thofe fit to bear arms were the moft 
proper for hufbandry; and the more his army was augmented, the greater 
neceffity he was under for a large fupply of money. Agriculture, manu- 
factures, and commerce in general, had been declining very faft fome 
vears before the fatal invafion of the AFGHANS; during their reign, the 
{tate was plunged ftill deeper in mifery ; and, fince their expulfion, fcarce 
any thing had been heard but the din of war. There is fomething ama- 
zingly produétive of fatisfaction in the notion of conqueft: every fub- 
je& in a military government, is apt to raife himfelf in his own efteem, 
in proportion to the atchievements and victories of his fovereign ; tho’ 
fuch victories may be the very occafion of their mifery. Napier had 

indeed 


See Vol. 1. page 230. 3 
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indeed made a rapid progrefs in his conqueft; but this ferved only to de- 
lude the people with an imaginary felicity, no longer durable than the 
firft tranfport of a tumultuous joy. 


The fums which NADIR wanted for the profecution of his defigns were 
very ccnfiderable, and could not be collected without the utmoft feve- 
rity. He therefore fent his officers ° to all the cities and provinces in the 
empire, where money, provifions, horfes, arms, or any of the imple- 
ments of war could be procured ; charging them to execute their com- 
miffions with the utmoft difpatch, as the clofe of the year was ap- 
pointed for his intended expedition. 


It is reafonable to prefume, that he had projected the conqueít of the 
MOGHOL’s empire. What encouragement he had to expect fuccefs, we 
fhall have occafion to relate. In the height of his victories over the 
TURKS, he would fcarce have directed his arms a different way, without 
good affurance that this enterprize was practicable. He made, indeed, 
no other profeffion than that of fubduing the AFGHANS Of KANDAHAR; 
an undertaking by no means below his character as a great captain. PER- 
sra was delivered from the yoke of thofe people, but not revenged. 
Their invafion was confidered as a rebellion, and as fuch ought to be 
chaftifed ; nor were thefe people in themfelves a contemptible enemy, 
either with regard to their numbers, their fituation, or their bravery. 
HUSSEIN KHAN, the brother of MAGHMUD, who enjoyed the fovereignty 
of KANDAHAR, had refufed to come into PERSIA at the fummons which 
NADIR fent to him; and as he had put himfelf in a condition of de- 
fence, it was very plain he meant to fupport the independency of the 
AFGHANS. 


After the conclufion of the peace with the TURKs, NADIR fent another 
embaffador to the grand fignior, with feveral magnificent prefents, among 
which was an elephant of a very extraordinary fize. Having therefore 
nothing to apprehend from any of his neighbours ; the end of this year 
he prepared to fet out on his eaftern expedition. 


o Muuassiits, or collestors of taxes, and other fuch hind of duty. 
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CHAP. AVEL 


wf fucciné? account of the incurfion of the MAHARRATTAS, and the enmity 
between NIZAM AL MULUCK;, governor of DECCAN, and DEVRAN KHAN, 
the firft ininijler of MAHOMMED SHAH, emperor of HINDOSTAN, with the 
general jiate of bis court from 1720 to 1736, preparatory to the expedi- 
tion of NADIR SHAH ufo INDIA. 


EF ORE we enter upon a relation of the famous march of NADIR 
SHAH into INDIA, it may be proper to give a fhort account of the 
fituation of affairs at that time in the MOGHOL’s empire. 





In 1720, SULTAN IBRAHIM having rebelled againft MAHOMMED SHAH, 
his general ABDALLAH KHAN took occafion to pillage the rich throne of 
the MOGHOL ? of its diamonds, and raifeda great army. This general was 
foon defeated, and taken prifoner 1; the young fultan was confined, and the 
government feemed to be again eftablifhed. Some time after, NIZAM AL 
MULUCK ", governor of DECCAN , grown too powerful for a fubjecét, could 
not be contained within the bounds of duty, but appropriated the revenues 
of his province towards the maintenance of an army, which he employed 
in fubjecting the adjacent countries. 


He 


This throne was made by SHAH JEHAN, and reported to have coft eleven millions fterling. 

This general died fome months afterwards of his wounds, and it is remarkable that forty-five 
women of his wives, concubines, relations, and domeftics, burnt themfelves in one room, the day 
after his death. Formerly, none but the wives of the aaauMINS Or INDIAN priefts had this barba- 
rous privilege ; but fince the government has devolved upon the rajas it has been often practifed 
for fome of the wives of princes and others to burn themfelves when their hufbands die. Some of thefe 
princes are independent of the mocHoL, and govern diftinét tribes, called na1yPourTs, who are 
efteemed the beft foldiers in rnpra. This cuftom of burning is ftri€tly forbid by the maHOMMEDAN, 
which is the eftablifhed religion ; but fome of the sryp and patrtran families, through the mere 
force of pride fall into this cuftam ; and, to evade the laws, fet their apartments on flames, and thus 
deftroy themfelves. There is no compulfion to this facrifice in any part of 1np1a ; but the minds 
of the people are fo ftrongly tainted with an opinion of its being honourable to the furviving rela- 
tions of the party, that money has been often given to obtain the confent of z governor for the 


liberty of deftroying themfelves. * ‘This word fignifies him who puts the empire ir order. 
* It is fometimes wrote DEKIEN. 
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He pretended to keep the MAHARRATTAS‘* from making inroads into 
the dominions of the Momor. Thefe people had impofed a heavy tri- 
bute on their neighbours, and taken pofleffion of feveral places of confe- 
quence. ‘They made incurfions as far as the province of MaLva, killed the 
governor, and feized all his treafures. From thence they dire&ted their 
courfe to GUZURAT, the inhabitants of which they treated as a conquered 
people ; after which they returned eaftward as far as GuALIaR, laying 
the country under contribution: the peafants implored the protection of 
the emperor, and the whole court was under great alarms. 


The GREAT MOGHOL therefore ordered an army to be provided ; and 
DEVRAN KHAN", his firt minifter and alfo his vizir with feveral other 
OMRAS Y, were appointed to command it. Inftead of giving battle to the 
MAHARRATTAS, whofe numbers were much inferior to the emperor’s 
troops, they made a compofition to pay a fourth part * of the revenues 
of DEHLIE, on condition that they would retire, and lay down their 
arms. Thefe lords then returned home in purfuit of their pleafures. The 
whole court was devoted to amufement, and appeared in fome meafure 
in the circumftances in which that of SHAH HUSSEIN had lately been, in 
PERSIA. 


The pufillanimous condué& of thefe generals, was the occafion that 
BAJEERAU, at the head of his MAHARRATTAS, took up arms again the 
next year, notwithftanding the contribution agreed for had been punctually 
paid. They plundered many places, and intended to march as far as 
AKBAR ABAD”. Upon this, DEVRAN KHAN and the vizir marched 
againft them a fecond time, and got up with them a little after they 
paffed the river suMNA, intending to penetrate the province * of sAADIT 
KHAN. But this general having notice of their defign, marched againft 


S 2 them 

t Thefe people are fomctimes called GANIMS ; they inhabit the hither mnpta. 

o He was the paymatter-general of the empire, whom they call BUKHSHI. w Onura is 
the plural of emir, fignifying prince or great, a title given to perfons of the firft rank in INDIA, as 
already explained ; this word is alfo wrote UMERAS. x This they call cuoT, a tribute 
which h s been often attempted to be impofed on the more peaceable INDIANS. Y AGRA, 
this was formerly the capital. z Mr. eraser and Mr. otTFR mention this as the pro- 


vince of aup1H, which the former places beyond.penjas; this mut be a mifialce, or the ma- 
HARRATTAS muft have travelled over a vaft tract of country. 
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1736, them with a great force, and defeated them: DEVRAN KHAN and the 
vizir having joined sAADIT KHAN, purfued the MAHARRATTAS, who 
were intercepted by a ftrong body of MoGHoLs, and put to flight. The 
offence which saaDIT KHAN took at the compromife made by DE- 
VRAN KHAN with thefe free-booters, together with the great opinion he 
had conceived of his own merit, were the chief occafion of his retir- 
ing to his province difcontented. 


In the mean time, MAHOMMED SHAH was not ignorant that NIZAM AL 
MULUCK was the real author of thefe diforders; which it would hardly 
be poffible to prevent, unlefs he returned court. The emperor there- 
fore {fent him an invitation under the {ftrongeft aflurances, not only of fe- 
curity to his perfon, but alfo that nothing fhould be wanting to give him 
pleafure. ‘This man was the moft diftinguifhed for his abilities of any 
of the 1NDIAN lords: their cabals were the chief occafion of plunging 
the {tate into difficulties : he had often recommended the adminiftration 
of juftice as practifed in the reigns of the former emperors, particularly 
that of his old mafter AURINGZEBE*; but the unhappy fituation of the 
court rendered his advice ineffectual, fo that he retired to his govern- 
ment very much difgufted. He was irritated againft DEvVRAN KHAN and 
other omraAs, who had acquired an afcendency over the emperor, and 
crofied all the meafures which he had propofed, whilft he faw the court 
abandoned to buffoons and loofe women. 


NIZAM AL MULUCK having been follicited to return to court, at length 
refolved to comply : but he left his fon GHAZI O’DIN KHAN to command 
in his province. He did not acknowledge that he had favoured the in- 
curfions of the MAHARRATTAsS; on the contrary, he declared that he 
had fupported himfelf when the sEyps ° would have taken his govern- 
ment from him; adding to this effect: ‘* It pleafed the Almighty that I 
‘© bafHed all their defigns, in confequence of which I was mifreprefented 
‘© at court. Your majefty alfo, induced by their intrigues, intended to 


“ come againft me with a mighty army, but heaven diverted the defign, 
“ and 


2 This prince died in 1707, after a happy reign of fifty lunar years. b Hossan ALI 
KHAN and ABDALLAH KHAN, who favoured the young SULTAN IBRANIM already mentioned, 





Chap. XVII. NADIR SHAH. 141 


« and you did me the juftice to believe me a faithful fervant.” The 
credulous emperor perfuaded of his integrity, would have made him his 
vizir, but he pleaded that he was a pERVEIsuH, and therefore not inclined 
to accept of fo high a ftation; that there were many perfons about the 
court more capable of executing fo high an office, and confequently he 
defired to be excufed. 


This lord however meta very gracious reception, and was honour- 
ed with the title of asor Jam *% He foon difcovered that things 
were not mended, that DEVRAN KHAN had his matfter’s ear, and 
took pains to render him ridiculous: even in the emperor’s prefence 
he mentioned him with the higheft mark of contempt, giving him the 
name of acheat*. Such infolencies as this could not be relifhed by a 
man of his f{pirit: he at length declined coming to court, and fecretly 
meditated revenge. 


A true fenfe of humanity, and a right knowledge of mankind, can 
alone fupport us under fuch circumftances. If either of thefe is want- 
ing, the corruption of the heart is apt to lead us to deftroy thofe, who 
are the occafion of our humiliation. When the imagination is fet at 
work, pride fuggefts a thoufand expedients; and where power is added, 
what mifchiefs will it not effect? But whilft the fhaft is aimed at one, 
they forget that millions may feel the wound. 


The vizir had made a double inter-marriage of his fon and daughter, 
to the fon and daughter of NIZAM AL MuULUCK, from whence the 
latter hoped to eftablifh an intereft with him, in oppofition to the other 
lords; and what he could not rectify by his counfels, to confound by his 
intrigues. The vizir however took the oppofite party, and declined all 
violent meafures, except fuch as gratified his own avarice. This enraged 
the haughty 1np1AN fo much the more ; that rather than not gratify his 
private refentment, he refolved to ufe the arm of a foreign enemy. He 
knew that sAADIT KHAN, governor of AuDIH, was become a male-con- 

tent 
¢ Asor JAH fignifies in rank as asor, the name of him who is pretended to have been vizir to 


SOLOMON. 4 MarimounpeGi1. This word fignifies a quack doctor or cheat; but here ap- 
plicable to his cajoling addrefs. 
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1736. tent as well as himfelf; he therefore entered into a fecret correfpondence 
with him, and it is {faid they both joined to inform NADIR SHAH of the 
ftate of affairs at the MoGHOL’s court, 


Tho’ it is granted, that NIZAM AL MuULUCK might be actuated by a 
{pirit of revenge, it feems to me highly probable that Napier did nat 
{tand in need of {fuch inftruments, for the execution of his ambitious 
defigns. It can hardly be imagined, that he was ignorant of the ge- 
neral {tate of affairs in that empire, or of the immenfe riches poffeffed 
by the MoGHoL. He knew alfo the valour of his own troops, and 
the effeminacy of the iInp1ANs: how eafy is it then to believe, that a 
projet of this nature might be formed by fo ambitious a man, whofe 
neceflities for the fupport of his army would tempt him to a defperate 
enterprize 

But it is not my bufinefs as an hiftorian to enter very deep into the more 
fecret {prings of his conduct, which can be determined only by confe- 
quences, and of thefe every reader ought to be permitted to judge ; where 
the caufes of events cannot be clearly traced out, the mind may exercife 
its faculty, in paffing that judgment which feems moft confiftent. 


It appears to me, that tho’ NADIR had the wifdom to keep his own 
counfel, he had taken the refolution of marching into INDIA, in that 
exultation of heart, which arofe from his great fuccefs againft the TURKS. 
The war, in which they were already engaged with the RussIaNs, was 
certainly an additional reafon of his carrying this defign into execution. 


Having refolved upon this expecition, he nominated his fon RIZA 
KOULI MYRZA ° regent of PERSIA. ‘This young man had already given 
feveral marks of a genius very like his father’s, fo that from a fimilarity 
of difpofition Napir added the affection of a friend to paternal love, 
and flattered himfelf into a belief, that the government would be fecure 


in his fon’s hands. 


e His father being now declared king, the title of mY rza or prince of courle belongs to the fon, 
and by this name we fhall hereafter call him. 


CERERA 
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CHAP SVN, 


Reflexions on the different character of ALEXANDER fhe CELY aid 
NADIR SHAH. Moral con/fiderations on falfe glory. Mott.cs ið ALE- 
XANDER and NADIR’s invading INDIA. NADIR leaves ISFAHAN 72 
DECEMBER 1736. Condué# of HUSSEIN KHAN, governor of KANDA- 
HAR, and of the AFGHANS. RIZA KOULI MYRZA fubdues the OUSBEGS 
of BALKH and BOKHARA. His indifcreet conduc? in PERSIA. INDIAN 
lords correfpond with NADIR. 


N reviewing the expedition of NADIR SHAH into INDIA, the detail of 1736, 

which contains the moft memorable part of this hiftory, the reader 
wilt indulge the inclination, to which the fubject naturally leads me, of 
making fome comparifon between this enterprize, and that of the cele- 
brated MACEDONIAN hero. It evidently appears, that thefe ravagers of 
the eaftern world, ALEXANDER and NADIR, were actuated by the fame 
predominant paffion ; an unbounded defire of conqueft: ALEXANDER in- 
deed had the ftrongeft defire of fame and glory; NADIR added to his de- 
light in military atchievements, an infatiable thirft of accumulating riches. 
The one reigned by right of birth; the other by an ufurped power; a 
power which could not be fupported without a great military force, nor 
that force without great treafures. 


As an ordinary effect of their intrepidity and rapid conquefts, both were 
the idols of their foldiers; till naDır became cruel and avaricious. ALE- 
XANDER was moft beloved; NADIR moft feared. The one affected a 
lose to mankind; the other did not fo much as pretend to act upon 
prirciples of humanity. Both appear to us as objects of terror and afto- 
nifement; but whilft fome mixture of love or compaflion is due to 
A LEXNANDER’S Memory ; NADIR can only excite our hatred. The one 
ji a real generofity in his nature, and a noblenefs of fentiment, culti- 
varad by a liberal education; the other, tho’ fuperior in natural parts, 
was Cunning, deceitful, and illiterate. 


I Had 


1736- 
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Had ALEXANDER been born to an humble fortune, perhaps he might 
have given greater proofs of true heroifm, than as a mighty prince and 
conqueror ; his heart was formed to a love of virtue, but not in a degree 
equal to his power. Though he was not cruel, he killed his intimate 
friend f ; though continent*, he burnt a city" to pleafe a ftrumpet. Is 
it a virtue to diftrefs mankind! A conduct fo injurious as his, may 
entitle him to the fame of a conqueror, but not of a hero. NADIR 
himfelf had qualities, which are fometimes called virtues; yet we are 
fure that no prince, without renouncing humanity, can be in love with 
fuch a character ; nor can future ages produce an imitator, without ex- 


hibiting a picture fhaded with gloom and horror. 


Human nature in all ages and countries is the fame; but the fecret 
canfes by which one man differs fo much from another, are not fo appa- 
rent as the effects of different educations. ‘There are few countries which 
have not had their ALEXANDERS or their NADIRS; men actuated by a 
certain heroic fpirit of military enthufiafm ; confounding all the rules of 
morality and religion; exerting a boundlefs power of doing mifchief ; 
committing ations as much fuperior to the comprehenfion of vulgar 
minds, as contradictory to all the precepts of true philofophy ; and, in 
fhort, proving by one conftant purfuit, that the corruption of human na- 
ture may carry mankind much farther to do evil, by the fubferviency of 
others as wicked, tho’ not fo brave as themfelves, than all the principles 
of virtue can lead us to do good, for want of virtuous inftruments. 


If we look back to paft ages, we find the world diftrefied by men of 
this ftamp, under the f{pecious name of conqueft. How intoxicating is 
the love of fame in the breaft of a prince, turned to war! whofe ge- 
nius is peculiarly military. The vain boaft of triumphs feems to divert 
them from all thoughts of mortality, and tempts them to deify them- 
{elves in their own efteem. Amiud{t the din of war, a true fenfe of 
humanity is confounded, and heaven itfelf appears amiable only in its 


thunder. 3 
The 


f CLITUS. £ With refpect to the wife of DARIUS. PERSEPOLIS. 
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The natural greatnefs of the mind in men born to empire, feems to 
find no object adequate to it, except in conqueft and power. Men of 
underftanding indeed difcover the delufion; age and experience opens 
their eyes, and brings them down to the level of other mortals; it con- 
vinces them that the exercife of reafon, in whatever ftation heaven has 
placed us, is the only folid glory: this paffion for conqueft will then ap- 
pear in its true garb of diftrefs and horror. Religion fteps in to unveil 
this pretender; and by fhewing us what the rule of the divine admini- 
{tration is, opens a fcene of real and tranfcendent joys, which carries up 
the mind to the true fource of greatnefs. 


What juft reafon can be affigned for the invafion of INDIA by ALEXAN- 
DER? Tho’ his conqueft of DARius may be cenfured by hiftorians as rafh 
and extravagant, as unguided by experience, and unfupported by wifdom ; 
yet if we confider the events previous to it, we fhall find his conduct cor- 
refpondent with the rule of princes in later ages. The expedition of 
XERXES, and other attempts made by the PERSIANS to enflave the GRE- 
c1an republics, could not be eafily forgotten. To prevent any future 
defign of the fame nature, was to take the firft favourable opportunity of 
humbling the peRstaANs. ‘There was no other way to filence their fcru-~ 
ples, to gratify their jealoufy, nor to appeafe their refentment. 


The PERSIAN monarchy in the reign of parius began to fink, in fome 
meafure, under its own weight. Wealth had created luxury; luxury, 
corruption ; both thefe contributed to the difunion and effeminacy of the 
people, and rendered them an eafy conqueft. If the unhappy circuin- 
{tances of PERSIA at that time, were a concomitant motive to ALEXAN-~ 
DER’s invafion, it did not invalidate the ftronger reafons of felf-pre- 
fervation. 


NapirR had been lefs criminal, if the fame motives had carried him 
into INDIA; but his expedition was certainly founded as much in avarice 
as ambition, or a fond notion of glory. 

It is now two thoufand and eighty-fix years fince ALEXANDER made 


his expedition into ivp1a. Will the fame of NADIR laft fo long? The 
VoL. IV. T arts 
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1736. arts and learning of GREECE, afforded the means of tranfmitting down 
the feats of the MACEDONIAN hero in a clearer manner, than the lights 
we receive from PERSIA under her prefent circumftances, even in re- 
gard to what happened but as yefterday. Some events however may be 
traced out, and afford that fort of pleafure, which the mind feels in the 
contemplation of objects of terror, whilft we enjoy, in a calm repofe, 
all the tranfporting charms of liberty, and all the happy effects of a well 
regulated government. 


About the end of DECEMBER 1736, NADIR SHAH began his march with 
eighty thoufand men, of which the greateft part were cavalry. In a fhort 
time he was followed by a body of near thirty thoufand men, under the 
command of T#HmaAs KHAN, his lieutenant ô. The fhorteft rout to 
KANDAHAR Would have been by KHERMAN; but it was hardly poffible 
that fo vaft an army could be fupported in a barren and defolate country: 
he therefore marched towards CAsRIN *, from whence he direéted his 
courfe through KHORAsAN; but we have no particular mention of him 
afterwards, till his arrival near KANDAHAR. 


We have already given a fhort account! of this province, the fource 
of thofe numerous calamities in which persia was involved. What re- 
putation the inhabitants had acquired as warriors, has alfo appeared in the 
courfe of this narrative. HUSSEIN KHAN, the brother of MAGHMUD, who 
was murdered by asHREFF, commanded in this place; he was a foldier 
of approved refolution, and actuated not only by the ambition of remain- 
ing independent, but alfo by the hopes of revenging himfelf of the 
PERSIANS for the {laughter of his countrymen. He ftrengthened his alli- 
ance with the TARTARS of BALKH and SAMARCAND, and alfo with the 
feveral princes of the mountains, who were in hopes of {creening them- 
felves from the tyranny of the persian yoke. ‘The force he had col- 
lected is faid to have been above thirty thoufand men; and the quantity 
of provifions laid into the city of KANDAHAR was fufficient for a very 
long fege. 


The 
! VEKIL Or VEKEEL. k Some accounts mention his going by the way of kuerm«n, 
which is very natural to fuppofe, had that rout been practicable to a great army. Vol, HI. 


t hap. JII. 
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The KHAN, however, did not chufe to fhut himfelf up immediately 
within walls, but determined to try if he could not ftop the progrefs of 
fo mighty an army, conducted by fo experienced a general. The great 
reputation of NADIR did not intimidate thofe brave mountaineers the Ar- 
GHANS, who had fo often triumphed over the PERSIANS. HUSSEIN 
KHAN therefore marched a large body of his men to the banks of a river, 
which is a branch of the n1NvMeENcp, there to difpute the paflage. They 
fupported themfelves for fome time, but at length were obliged to retire, 
after the lofs of near two thoufand men. NADIR then advanced, in order 
to inveft KANDAHAR. As he had no heavy artillery with him, it was 
impoffible he fhould reduce a fortification fo advantageoufly fituated, by 
any other means than by famine; he determined therefore only to 


blockade it, 


HussEIN KHAN was not infenfible of his danger; he offered to ac- 
knowledge NADIR’s fovercignty, and as a tributary prince to pay him 
homage, on condition he would retire to HERAT without committing 
any further hoftilities. ‘This was too mean an object for NADIR’s ambi- 
tion: their terms not being accepted, the befieged refolved to try the for- 
tune of the arms, This extraordinary fiege lafted till the clofe of the 
year. In the interim, the garrifon made many fallies, which coft much 
blood on both fides: one in particular, about the beginning of AUGUST, 
with the greateft part of the AFGHAN troops, who attacked the PER- 
SIANS With {fuch impetuofity, that it was with the utmoft difficulty they 
{tood the fhock. 


Napir caufed a number of houfes to be built here, as he had done 
before at BAGDAT; afluring HUSSEIN KHAN, that he would not decamp 
till he had taken the place. The communication with PERSIA was fup- 
ported, by means of the numerous detachments which were fent to fcour 
the country. In the interim, T#HMas KHAN, his lieutenant, arrived with 
a reinforcement of thirty thoufand men, fo that he was in a condition to 
difperfe all the flying parties which had incommoded his camp. 


It is remarkable, that in the feveral fallies made by the arGHaNs, they 
took a great number of horfes belonging to the PERsIANs, and carried 
£2 them 
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1737. them into the city: thefe being food familiar to them, contributed in a 


great degree to draw out the fiege to an extraordinary length. NADIR 
being mortified with fuch delays, entered at length into a treaty with 
HUSSEIN KHAN, and confirmed him in his government, upon condition that 
he would furrender the town, and that his army might be recruited with 
thofe foldiers who had behaved fo gallantly in the defence of the place. 


During the fiege of KANDAHAR, NADIR SHAH knowing the difficulties 
he fhould encounter, fent orders to RIZA KOULI MYRZA, whom he left. 
at MESGHED, to march with a body of troops and attack the OUSBEG 
TARTARS Of BALKH ™, in order to make a diverfion, or at leaft to prevent 
any fuccours coming to the AFGHANS from that quarter. Riza KOULI 
MYRZA fucceeded in this enterprize ; and from thence marched againft 
the ousBEGS of BOKHARA, who, in the interim, had made incurfions 
into KHORASAN. Having brought thefe Tartars alfo into fubjection, he 
returned victorious to MESCHED. 


This young prince was in nothing inferior to his father, except the 
article of experience and judgment, as he plainly fhewed, now that he 
was at liberty to act as the fovereign of persta. Napir had appointed 
his brother 1BRAHIM, governor of ADERBEITZAN, and made him inde- 
pendent of his fon. He alfo charged tiie prince to undertake nothing 
of moment, as far as the diftance of their fituation, and the circum- 
ftances of affairs would admit, without the advice of his uncle IBRAHIM. 
The LESGEES, taking the advantage of NADIR’s abfence, had invaded 
SHIRVAN. IBRAHIM KHAN, who refided at TAvRis, put himfelf at the 
head of a body of forces to oppofe "heir progrefs, and coming to an en- 
gagement with them, he was killed in the field. 


The 


m This is the place where TAMERLANE received the enfigns of fovereignty in 1370. This great 
conqueror was born at KE1SH, a day’s journey from SAMARCAND, in 1336, and {pread his conquefts 
over the neighbouring countries into INDIA, as far as DEHLIE. ASIA MINOR, SYRIA, and EGYPT; 
alfo fubmitted to him, and he was victorious over BADJAZET the emperor of the rurKs. He fell 
fick at arrar, upon his march againt the TARTARs on the borders of cuina, and died in FE- 
BRUARY 1405. SAMARCAND in hi: time was a city of great note; but the inceflant wars of that 
country, have reduced it to mean condition. 
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The prince being now free of all bars to his authority, difplaced HA- 
TEM BEG from his government of IsFAHAN, tho’ he was reputed a man 
of fkill and integrity ; and what added to this imprudence, he placed in 
his room a man of a low birth and cruel difpofition". ‘This action was 
followed by many others of a more oppreffive nature, fo that whilft NA- 
DIR was victorious abroad, the people laboured under a tyrannical yoke 
at heme: this ferved to foment that fatal {pirit of rebellion, to which 
the PERSIANS were too prone without fuch provocation. 


To return to NADIR, whom we left in pofieflion of KANDAHAR ; 
during the tedious fiege in which he had been engaged, fome difcon- 
tented lords, belonging to the MoGHOL’s court, are faid to have held a 
treafonable correfpondence with him; among thefe were NIZAM AL MU- 
LUCK, governor of DECCAN, who was at DEHLIE, and SAADIT KHAN, 
governor of AuDIH. Napir, who was a matter of intrigue and negotia- 
tion, being informed of the ftate of the MoGHOL’s court, and the feeble 
condition of that prince’s army, flattered the paffions of thofe who were 
difpofed to revolt, or fecretly to favour his defigns ; and amufed them 
with promifes of his protection, and other private advantages, which 
would accrue to them in confequence of the fuccefs of his enterprize. 


Before NADIR could penetrate into INDIA, he had feveral difficulties 
to encounter. He was too good a general to make an abfolute declara- 
tion of his intentions °, tho’ they were apparent enough. It was near 
the middle of this year, before he began his march to caBuL. That 
he might leave no enemy behind him, fome time had been {pent in ne- 
gotiating with the princes? of the country bordering on KANDAHAR, 
who were tributary to the GREAT MOGHOL, particularly thofe of LANGor, 
BOST, and GIARURA. ‘To fome of thefe he made large prefents, and 

others 


* It is remarkable that the Persians are very unfkilled in the art of phyfick, notwithftanding 
their faith in phyficians is very great. This governor happened to labour under a diftemper, which 
after fome months had baffied the fkill of thofe who undertook his cure, for whieh reafon he ordered 
them to be fined, and feverely beaten; fuch was the man whom the regent had preferred to the go- 


vernment of ISFAHAN. e Moft accounts make him oftentatious in thie inftance alfo, tho’ 
it was by no means confiftent with his fafety, either in regard to the TuR«Ks, or the enemy a;,ainft 
whom hé defigned to march. P Thefe are called rajyans, who are the chiefs of thofc 


people who are diftinguifhed by the name of zemipars, which fignifies poffeffors of land 
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others he engaged in his fervice, fo that he had a fair profpect of extend- 
ing his conqueft to the utmoft of his wifhes; however, he endeavoured 
to perfuade the INDIAN oMRaAs, that he confidered the enterprize as 


impracticable. 


NIZAM AL MULUCK was informed that NADIR directed his march to- 
wards CABUL : in order to intimidate NACIR KHAN, who commanded 
the province and city of cAbUL, and sHERZIN KHAN, Who was governor 
of the caftle; he wrote to them, reprefenting the great difficulty of op- 
pofing the fortune and valour of NADIR SHAH; and as there was little 
realon to hove they would be fuccoured by the imperial troops, they 
might do well to confider, in what manner to provide for their own fe- 
curity. He wrote allo to ZEKARIAH KHAN, the governor of LAHOR, 
who, as well as NACIR KHAN, was in the intereft of DEVRAN KHAN, 
the great object of hatred to the two difcontented lords. It was fuggeft- 
ed to NADIR, that if he could fecure a pafflage through casuL and 
LAHOR, where the bravcit troops of inpia were ftationed, he would 
find little reiiftance in penetrating as far as the capital. 


The firft place in NADIR’s rout was GHORBUND *, which he garrifoned 
with his own people: from thence he marched to GHozNavi*. The 
PATTANS in their mountainous refidences obliged the PERSIANs to keep 
continually upon their guard, and had frequent fkirmifhes with them. 


The terror which had been fpread at the taking of KANDAHAR, 
facilitated the conqueft of places fo much inferior in ftrength. CA- 
BUL, efteemed the gates of INDIA on that fide, was the next object 


that 


r Sometimes wrote GouR-BEND. This is a defile in the mountains of saBLESTON, and the en- 
trance into the country of cour, a diitrit to the north of kHanjan. Three days journey from 
thence is mIMENXD. ‘The other confiderable places in this country are rnustTack, and the forts of 
ZAFER and BAGLAM, near which it is pretended are rich mines. Between GHORBUND and asi- 
BARAN are feveral diftriéts of a delightful country. * This is fometimes called Gaznin or 
GAZNA. It is faid to be a commercial city, the diftance of eight days journey from BAMIAN, a 
mountainous country, where the air and water are remarkably wholefome ard agreeable. ‘The 
TURKISH Writers reprefent, that in this country are no venomous animals, and that the people live 
to a great age. It was alfo the reficence ¿f the princes of the dynafty of the caznevips; though 
iome, I believe, by miitake place this city in KuGRASAN See Vol. IJI. Note, page 23. 
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that obftructed his pafflage. This city‘ is fituated on the river MEH- 
RAN", well fortified, and very difficult of accefs. It was formerly of great 
confideration among the INDIANs, and had fubmitted to that empire, 
upon condition of the fovereign’s being crowned there. NacirR KHAN, 
governor of the province, retired with his forces to PEIsHoR: but 
SHERZIH KHAN defended the city with the utmoft refolution for a whole 
month ; repulfing the attacks of the Persians with his cannon and mufke- 
try, and killing a great number of them. 


If this general had been fupported, he might have bid fair to oblige 
NADIR to abandon his enterprize. Before the reduction of KANDAHAR, 
he difpatched couriers to NACIR KHAN, whofe jurifdiction extended over 
the whole province; alfo to ZEKARIAH KHAN, governor of LAHOR, re- 
prefenting his dangerous circumftances, and intreating them to fend him 
fuccours. He alfo made the court acquainted with the progrefs of the 
enemy; but this produced no effect. Fear had feized the minds of thefe 
lords, and they determined to follow the advice of NIZAM AL MULUCK, 
and fubmit to the fortune and victorious arms of the PERSIAN king. 


Naopir carried on the fiege of casuv with great fpirit. To convince 
the InDIANs of his determined refolution to preferve the exacteft difci- 
pline towards them, as well as to fupport his own authority, he caufed 
the bellies of cighty of his foldiers to be ripped open, for no other crime 
than being prefent when one of their comrades forced an INDIAN woman. 


Naopire erected batteries “ upon the eminences neat CABUL, with which 
he played inceffantly upon the town; and, at length, having made a fuf- 
ficient breach, in the month of Junie he took the place by ftorm. Great 
part of the garrifon was put to the fword; among thefe sHERZIH KHAN 

and 


t Flere are iron mines, and aromatics. 

u This river is alfo called HAZARRE, Or a thoufand, on account of the great number of towns, 
which are fituated on the banks. It runs from the north to the fouthward of this city, and ther 
takes its courfe to the eat. After having pafled NEKIERHAR, four days journey lower, and rers- 
oR, two days journey farther, it goes to pevav, a great city, fituated on the conflux of the waters 
of penTCH!KiuR®, which come from the mountains of kiouBeR in the weft. Half a league 
from CABUL is a village and a fort of the fame name. ¥ The artillery he had with 
him, was fuch as was portable upon camels; of this we fhall remark further. 


2 
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and his fon fell a facrifice, though their valour feemed to have deferved 
a better fate. The conqueft of this place put the PERsIAN king in 
pofieffion of a confiderable treafure, with a great value in jewels, arms, 
cloathing, and provifions. ‘The former had been fhut up in vaults ever 
fince the reign of BAHR SHAH the GREAT MOGHOL ; and were now of the 
greater confequence to NADIR, as they enabled him to pay his army. 
Befides, this was an earneft of the vaft acquifitions his foldiers muft cer- 
tainly make, if they fucceeded in the enterprize, which it was now 
apparent their king had refolved on. 








CHAP. XIX. 


The news of the taking of CABUL arrives at DEMLIE. Meafures taken to op- 
pofe the PERSIAN army. Yealoufy between NIZAM AL MULUCK and DE- 
VRAN KHAN. Napier £nds an embaffy and writes to MAHOMMED SHAH. 
The dificulty which NADIR encounters in going from CABUL to the banks 
of the INDUS. PEISHOR faken. ZEKARIAH KHAN, governor of LAHOR, 
acquaints the court of bis ftuation. The INDIAN army marches to KARNAL. 


W HEN the news of the taking of canut arrived at the court of 
the GREAT MOGHOŁ, this prince with all his lords were tho- 
roughly alarmed, and adciermined that there was no time to lofe in af- 
fembling an army to oppofe the Persians. What added to the terror of 
the court, were the advices of RAJAH * TCHI SENGUE, who commanded 
a body of warlike people’ about casHmir*%. This prince being entirely 
in the intereft of DEVRAN KHAN, acquainted him, ‘‘ That the enterprize 
“ of NADIR SHAH had for fome time appeared to him, asa ftep con- 





“¢ certed 

* This is the title given to the feudatory INDIAN princes. Y Thefe are called RAIJPOUTS, 
and are efteemed the bek foldiers in 1np1a. There are feveral tribes of them fubject to the Ra- 
jJAHS, Of whom fome are independent of the mMocHOL. z CASHMIR, Or as it is wrote 


CISHMIR and KICHEMIR, is bordered by LAHOR, TEBET, and BIDDUKSHAN, and is reprefented 
as a moft delightful and fruitful country. The mountains with which thefe people are furrounded 
are fo ftrong a fortification, that, according to the rurxk1su writers, hardly any of the eaftern ravagers 


have penetrated into their country. They never felt any of the calamities which GINGHIZ KHAN, 
5 the 
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« certed with fome of the lords* of the MOGHOL’s court ; therefore he 
« muft be on his guard ; that sHERZIH KHAN was already fallen a facri- 
« fice to his fidelity ; and that NACIR KHAN had deferted i.s province 
<< and fled to PEISHOR: at the fame time he offered his fervice to join 
«© the royal enfigns, and recommended to DEVRAN KHAN to undertake 
« the command of the imperial army; whilft zEKARIAH KHAN did 
« his utmoft to oppofe the progrefs of the enemy through LAHOR.” 


DEVRAN KHAN was fenfible of the fidelity of this prince, and faw that 
nothing but military force could fave the capital from plunder, or prevent 
all the fatal confequences of war, againft fo formidable an enemy as NADIR. 
He therefore reprefented to the fultan, the neceffity of marching in perfon 
at the head of his army, as far as LAHOR, where he might join the KHANS 
ZEKARIAH and NAcIR. This advice was approved by NIZAM AL MU- 
Luck, who preffed the execution of it; and to fhew a greater tender- 
nefs for the emperor, he added that his majefty ought not to expofe his 
perfon, but to {top at LAHOR; whilft himfelf, and the other chiefs, 
advanced with the army towards cABUL, to give the enemy battle. 


The royal tents®, with all the parade of an INDIAN monarch, were 
ordered to the gardens of SHALIMAR, a {mall diftance from DEHLIE. 
The GREAT MOGHOL himfelf was upon his departure, when DEVRAN 
KHAN, to the furprize of the whole court, gave orders to fufpend the in- 
tended expedition. This to all appearance arofe either from his jealoufy 
that NIZAM AL MULUCK was in correfpondency with the enemy, or from 
his contempt of the counfels of a man whom he abhorred. But fuch 


Was 
the great TURKUMAN conqueror, {pread over the eaft. Their capital is called sERINEKIER, and 
the river which paffes through their country, is very confiderable, and communicates with the 
TCHENHAYV above MuLTAN. The inhabitants of this country are aifo remarkable for their vivacity, 
and the beauty of their perfons. The delicacy of their climate might naturally incline them to vo- 
luptuoufnefs, but they live much according to nature, their pleafures being for the moft part inno- 
cent and fimple ; they love dancing and mufick, and drink wine in moderation ; they are idolaters 
of the religion of the macı, and many of them given to devotion and mortification. They are 
remarkable for the manufaéture of the fine fafhes, in fe great ufe all over the eait. 

a ‘lhere are feveral of thefe MOGHOL omRas, who are TARTARS and-Persitans by extraction, 
and who feemed now to be the greatelt objects of the jealoufy of the Rajan, » Parin- 
KHANNA is the term given to the roya! tents and their appendages in INDIA. 


VoL. IV. 


1738. 


3738. 





154 THE HISTORY OF Part IV. 


was the difunion of that court, on whom the unhappy INDIANs de- 
pended at this time for their fafety. 


NIZAM AL MULUCK being informed of fo unexpected a change of 
counfels, returned to court, and renewed his intreaties, that the army 
might march to LAHOR : but the difcord which reigned among the chiefs, 
confounded all their meafures. ‘The officers, who knew that DEVRAN 
KHAN was devoted to the intereft of their mafter the GREAT MOGHOL, 
paid an implicit obedience to him, in all the expedients he tried to ob- 
ftru& the expedition. Thus it was difficult to determine, whether DE- 
VRAN KHAN did not act more like an open traitor, than NIZAM AL MU- 
LUCK as a {fecret one. 


NADIR having made himfelf mafter of casBuL, difguifed his future 
defigns under the cloak of friendfhip. For this purpofe, he fent an em- 
baffador with a letter to MAHOMMED SHAH the INDIAN emperor. The 
contents are as follows : 


‘“ Be it clear to the enlightened mind of your high majefty, that my 
« taking CABUL is entirely out of zeal for religion‘, and friendthip for 
s£ you. I never imagined that a king of mufflulmen would be tribu- 


< tary to the wretches of peccan®. My ftay on this fide the rnpus ¢, 


“« is with a defign, that when thefe infidels fhall move again towards 
“ HINDOSTAN f, I may fend a victorious army to drive them to the 


“ abyfs of hell. 


‘© Hiftory abounds in proofs of the friendfhip which have fubfifted be- 
“ tween our kings and your majefty’s royal predeceflors. And now, by 
“ MORTISA ALI I fwear, that I neither had, nor yet have any other 
“ view, than to exprefs my friendfhip, and {hew my concern for reli- 
“ gion. I always was, and will be a friend to your illuftrious houfe, 


* whatever fufpicions you may entertain to the contrary.” 
It 
+ This he calls rst ams, by which is meant fafety ; and here the word is meant to denote the MA- 
ZOMMEDAN religion. a The MAHARRATTAsS, whom I have already mentioned as the 
chief difturbers of the MmoGHOL’s empire. Thefe people are idolaters, and were at this time very 
powerful. e This river is called artrox, which is the name given by the OR1EN- 
TALS to the upper part of the INDUS. f The empire in general is called minposTan, 
but bere more peculiarly applicable to the province of DEHLIR. 
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It is very hard to reconcile the contents of this letter upon any prin- 
ciple of common probity; but this indeed was what NapiR had the 
leaft pretenfions to. 


Though we have obferved that casuv is the key of the weftern and 
northern parts of 1NDIA, there is a confiderable tract of country between 
that city and the rnpus, which has been generally confidered as the barrier. 
The cheapeft and moft practicable method for the execution of NADIR’s 
defigns, was to cultivate a good underftanding with the people of thofe 
quarters. The saris, a tribe of PATTANS, in that country, are remark- 
able for their valour, and might have given him great trouble. He 
therefore entered into an alliance with them, making part of the plunder 
of caABUL the price of their friendthip. 


His next ftep was to engage in his intereft NACIR KHAN, who was at 
PEISHOR. Tho’ this chief had not the courage to remain in or near CABUL, 
the frontier town of his diftri€t ; yet he was not totally intimidated. The 
court {fent him no fupply of troops, but affifted him with a remittance 
of forty lacks £ of rupees; by means of this fum he might raife forces 
to join the PATTANS of that province, and oppofe the enemy. In ex- 
pectation therefore of further reinforcements from DEHLIE, he levied 
men, and prepared to fight the PERSIANS. 


Napier having left a ftrong garrifon in caput, fent feveral meffages 
to NACIR KHAN, to invite him to a fubmiffion ; and then continued his 
march towards PEISHOR. Paffing the BENAT’, and the cou’, he ad- 
vanced into the narrow defiles, which cover that province. Here feveral 
INDIAN princes affembled their troops, cutting down trees, breaking 
up roads, and ufing other inventions to obftru&t his march. The fre- 
quent attacks of thefe mountaineers, incommoded him for near a whole 
month, during which fpace he loft a confiderable number of men. 


U 2 Thofe, 
t A lack is 100,000 rupees of zs. 6d. confequently this fum makes 500,000 /. 
{ The antient name when ALEXANDER invaded INDIA was COPHAMNE. à CHOASPE. 


The borders of thefe rivers were then inhabited by the arasoc: and other nations, mentioned by 
antient hiftorians, 
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Thofe, who are verfed in military affairs, know that it is difficult for 
an army to pafs thro’ defiles, even when there is no enemy to oppofe it; 
but along tract of mountainous country, inhabited by people accuftomed 
to arms, muft expofe the moft formidable body of troops to great danger. 
Napir was at length obliged to enter into a treaty with their chiefs: he 
declared that he meant them no harm; and reprefented to them that 
they were certainly enemies to their own intereft, by appearing in arms 
againft him, when he was ready to receive them under his protection, to 
make them prefents, and even to engage them in his pay, that they might 
fhare his fortune in the war. 


It was a favourable circumftance to NADIR, that the INDIAN court 
had kept thefe mountaineers in arrears for their pay. All the ordinary 
emoluments *, which were wont to be allowed them, the corruption of 
the MOGHOL’s minifters had with-held during four years. —The governors 
of the neighbouring provinces had deferted their pofts, or neglected to 
arm themfelves in a manner fuitable to the occafion. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances, thefe people liftened to NADIR’s propofitions, and at length 
not only opened a free paffage to him, but numbers of them enlifted them- 
felves in his army, infomuch that it foon became as ftrong as when he left 
KANDAHAR. The saris in particular, after they had joined the PER- 
SIANS, conducted NADIR the fafeft and fhorteft way to PEISHOR. 


It is natural to conclude, that the PERSIAN king expected that fuch 
acts of hoftility would alarm the INDIAN court, and not only occa- 
fion the greater preparations to oppofe him, but probably induce them 
to remove a great part of their riches. Whatever his motive might be, 
he fent another embaffy to the GREAT MOGHOL. MAaHOMMED KHAN, 
TURKUMAN !, was chofen for this purpofe, and difpatched in the 
month of aucusT, with offers of friendfhip, and to demand the fum 

of 


k The revenues of this mountainous country being infufficient to maintain a body of troops able 
to guard the frontiers, a certain fum of money was appointed to be annually remitted them, but of 
late years it had been neglected. 

! T'he fame may be obferved here of rurKUMAN as before of BA LOUCHE, viz. that thefe officers 
are diftinguifhed by their countries, 





Chap. XIX. NADIR SHAH. 157 


of four crores', and four provinces™; as if NADIR by this means in- 
tended to enter into a compofition, or to render the refufal a more fpeclous 
pretence for further hoftilities, 


PeisHor not lying directly in the rout, NADIR left the main body of 
his army, and marched with a detachment of cavalry towards that city. 
Nacirk KHAN had collected a body of troops, but few of them had 
any experience: the greateft part not fufpecting that the PERSIAN army 
could have pafled the defiles with {fuch expedition, deferted upon the 
approach of the enemy. Nacir was thus left in the neighbourhood 
of PEISHOR, with feven thoufand men only ; however, he caufed an in- 
trenchment to be thrown up, and with this {mall body he made a gallant 
defence for fome hours; but the PERsIANs at length forced his lines. 
Mott of thofe who efcaped the fword, were taken prifoners. The 
neighbouring PATTANS being now difpofed to court the friendfhip of 
NADIR, delivered up into his hand NAciR KHAN, who fled from PEIS- 
HOR. ‘The proof this general had given of bravery and fidelity, under 
fuch great difadvantages, engaged the efteem of Napir. He imprifoned 
him for fome days, but afterwards promifed him that protection which 
he had not received from the MoGHOL’s court; and by threats and fair 
words he won this brave man to his intereft. 


The effect of this victory was the taking of PE1sHor, which NADIR 
foon after entered in triumph. Nothing is faid concerning the riches of 
this city, tho’ we muft aflign fome proportion of wealth to it, fince it 
is reprefented of confiderable extent, and the capital of a province. 


On the news that PEIsHOR was taken, and that NADIR SHAH was pre- 
paring to país the InDUs, the MOGHOL’s court, already in great diforder, 
was ftruck with terror. From PEISHOR to DEHLIE is 450 miles”. In 
this diftance are feveral rivers and difficult pafles, which it was ex- 
pected would retard the march of the Persian army. The court was 
alfo flattered with hopes that ZEKARIAH KHAN, the governor of LAHOR, 

would 

1 A crore is 100 lacks, or 1,250,000/.; confequently this demand was for five millions fterling. 


m Thefe the 1nDIaNs call sounans. SoOUBAHDAR is Often ufed as governor or lieutenant of & 
province. a They reckon it 202 cofs, each cofs of 4000 yards, or 2 { miles. 


1735. 
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would form an army capable of ftopping the progrefs of the enemy. 
Thefe circumftances however being infufficient to remove their appre- 
henfions, a whole crore of rupees ° was at once iffued out of the trea- 
fury for enlifting men ; and five hundred carriage-guns of different kinds, 
with three thoufand harquebuffes, were appointed for the expedition, 
befides a great number of barbed elephants, with all other appurtenances 


of oriental warriors. 


1735. 


DEVRAN KHAN and NIZAM AL MULUCK, had the joint command of 
the army. This circumftance alone was fufficient to have rendered the 
beft projected defign abortive. We need not go fo far as INDIA, to fee the 
fad effects of thofe enterprizes, which are left to the joint management of 
men at enmity with each other. The third of DECEMBER they pitched 
their tents in the neighbourhood of DEHLIE. SAADIT KHAN, the go- 
vernor of AUDIH, was fent for to court to join the other chiefs, cr to 
command the emperor’s guards. This prince was already dif{pofed to rce- 
treat to CASSI BENARIS?, but the chiefs entreated him to continue with 
them; reprefenting, that his abfence would be dangerous to the {tate, 
under fuch critical circumftances. 


ZEKARIAH KHAN, in the mean while, acquainted the court of the 
dangerous fituation he was in; that feveral of the tribes in the mountain- 
ous country had joined the persans; and that if they did not fend him 
an immediate fupport, he could not make head againft the enemy. The 
merchants and many other perfons of the greateft property in LAHOR, 
in the mean while retired with their effects. 


The pomp and ceremony of the imperial army of INDIA, was at 
length fettled. This was one of the moft brilliant and numerous, tho’ 
not the moft formidable, that had for many ages appeared in the eaft. 
It confiftted of near two hundred thoufand fighting men, of which a great 
part was cavalry. MAHOMMED SHAH, the GREAT MOGHOL, command- 
ed in perfon, and nothing effential to the majefty of his throne was want- 
ing, except wifdom, valour, and unanimity. 

At 


® 1,250,000 /, ? A city in the province of aLenasap, famous for the devotion which 
is paid there, 
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At length, after flow marches, and recciving feveral reinforcements on 
the road, they pitched their tents in the plains of KARNAL, fifty-five 
leagues from the capital. ‘The young prince, SULTAN ACHMED, had an 
equipage prepared for him with great pomp and fplendor, and was ap- 
pointed commander of the van guard 4. 


The circuit of the camp was very large', fortified with intrenchments, 
and a great part of it ftrengthened with artillery. In the center were the 
emperor’s own quarters*; thofe of NIZAM AL MuULUCK fronted them; 
ahd under him was the particular ordnance of the court, and the train 
belonging to it, On the right wing was DEVRAN KHAN, the prime mi- 
nifter, with five other lords under his command ; KUMMIR O'DIN * KHAN, 
with three oMRAS, commanded on the left; behind thefe were many ge- 
neral officers, whofe names would rather confound than delight the reader, 
and among them were the JAATs and AHEERS*. ‘Though the fovereign 
commanded in perfon, yet each lord feemed to be uncontroulable with 
regard to the refpective body under him. 


NIZAM AL MULUCK, inftead of taking pains to encourage his foldiers, 
reprefented the valour and fortune of the PERSIAN king as irrefiftible. It 
is probable, that the inexperience of the INDI ANs in the art of war, muft 
in any cafe have rendered them inferior to the veteran foldiers of NADIR 
SHAH; but if we confider the unhappy fituation of this numerous army, 
it feemed to be colleéted only for the derifion of the PERSIANS. 


a They call this the maroLr, which fignifies either the van-guard, or the title of the officer that 
commands any body of forces, which advances at the head of an INDIAN army. 

* Some writers mention it as twelve miles; but we cannot fuppofe they made intrenchments fo 
far, or that they could defend fo vaft a circuit. * Thefe are called movurncua, which 
fignifies either barricadoes or intrenchments; from whence we may infer he had a particular in- 
trenchment within the main circuit of the camp. t Thefe words fignify the moon of 
religion. This perfon was the vizir to the GREAT MOGHOL, " Thefe are two dif- 
ferent tribes of the Ra1jPOUTs. 


CHAP, 
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CHAR. X44, 


Napir’s pomp when he entered the INDIAN ferritories. His manner of 
pafiing rivers. Short account of the 1npUs: NADIR paffes this river. 
JEMINABAD and LAHOR taken. NADIR arrives on the plains of 
KARNAL. 


ICTORY feemed now to court the ambitious NADIR: elate 
with the hopes of giving laws to this vaft empire, he affected a 
more than common ftate. 


CossEM KHAN was his ATHEMAT DOULET“: he, with the arriz- 
BEGI*, were the perfons through whom moft of the orders were given, 
and petitions preferred, Napir’s fentences, as at other times, were very 
f{ummary, and his bufinefs difpatched in a fhort time. He required in- 
formation of every thing that paffed, and obferved a {trict adminiftration 
of juftice: he attended bufinefs very regularly, fitting in his tent of audi- 
ence till noon; and after repofing himfelf a fhort time, he returned 
again, and remained there till the evening. His cy1Aux” were kept to 
their duty more than ufual, to proclaim his victories as he pafied along ; 
befides thefe and his great officers of ftate, a confiderable number of 
young men with ftandards of red filk adorned with filver, were order- 
ed to attend upon extraordinary occafions. 


The great preparations which were making at the MOGHOL’s court to 
oppofe his progrefs, feemed to give him no fort of concern. On the 
contrary, he prepared himfelf to receive the homage of the 1nNpDIAn lords, 
and firft of ZEKARIAH KHAN, the governor of LAHOR. After eftablifh- 
ing a garrifon at PEISHOR, he advanced to the banks of the 1npus, where 
he arrived the beginning of january. He had already taken his mea- 

5 {ures 


w See Vol. III, page 41. Signifies {upporter of power, or as fome conftrue it, the fecurity of 
fortune ; this is the fame perfon whom I have mentioned in Vol. I. page 258. This man was alfo 
honoured with the title of NAZEM MUNAZEM, or him who fets things in order; and MOTHIR AL 
MULUCK, Or worthy of a kingdom. * The prefenter of petitions, y The goo 
guards mentioned in Vol, I. page 251. 





Chap. XX. NADIR SHAK. 161 


fures for the paflage of that river. MAnomMMED BEG *, was previouily 
detached with a confiderable body of troops, to build a fufficient number 
of boats, by means of which he might throw a bridge over the river. 
Napir’s ordinary method was to ufe two iron-chains*, to which he 
fixed the {kins of beafts blown up; thefe floating upon the furface, fup- 
ported the feveral parts of a {mall bridge of timber, which he carried 
with him. ‘This chain being fecured on both fides of a river, ferved alfo 
to hold a regular bridge of boats. 


The 1npvus of the antients, now more generally denominated the 
SCIND, is one of the moft confiderable rivers in all ASIA: in INDIA 
only the GANGEs exceeds it. In this place it divides the provinces of 
LAHOR and PEISHOR, and is commonly called the ATTOK, from a great 
fort on the eaftern fide. It is fubject, like the NILE, to be overflown, 
and like that is one great caufe of the fertility of its banks; here are alfo 
numbers of crocodiles. Its courfe from north to fouth is computed to 
be goo miles *, or forty-two days journey. ‘The feveral branches of it 
take different names; the chief of which are the sHouUB or SIELMEQUs‘, 
the sHANTROU‘, the RAVI‘, and the viaAn‘; thus forming five f{treams : 
the province of LAHOR is for that reafon called PENGAB®; and is one 
of the moft fertile countries in HINDOSTAN. 


ZEKARIAH KHAN did not attempt to oppofe the PERSIAN army at 
their paffage of the aTToK. His real defign was to fubmit, agreeably 
to the counfel he had received from NIZAM AL MULUCK ; however, to 


fave appearances, he made preparations for a defence. Napir marched 
directly 


z This is the fame MAHOMMED afterwards made a KHAN, Who was admiral of the casPIAN in 
1744, and of whom I received fuch uncivil treatment. See Vol. I. page 222. * Some 
writers mention that NADIR sHAH carried with him on camels a number of pieces of boats, to be 
joined upon occafion, this may be eafily confounded with the parts of a bridge, which he did 
carry with him for the paflage of {mall rivers, and which upon an extremity might anfwer his pur- 
pofe over greater rivers, b Thefe are fometimes cailed leagues, but the nap by ne 
means allows above ız or 15 degrees, confequently i. cannot excecd çoc miles; but if we take in 
the courfe of the feveral large branches of it, the miles may be eafily reckened lea ucs. 

e The autient HYPHASES. 4 Hyp .sPeEs. ACESINES. 

f JI pxKaores, € Or five waters. 
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dire@ly to YEMINABAD, a city of fome note in the jurifdiction of ZEKA- 
RIAH KHAN. Here KULLINDER KHAN commanded with a body of ten 
thoufand men, defigning to oppofe the PERSIANS. NaAcIR KHAN, who 
now had a poft in NADIR’s army, was entrufted with the attack of this 
city, which the Persians took, and killed the INDIAN general. NADIR 
had fent to ZEKARIAH KHAN to invite him to a fubmiffion; the meí- 
fenger was called before the general divan, and treated with fome inci- 
vility. This however was but an effect of policy to difguife his refo- 
lution to furrender. He then marched out, and advanced above twenty 
miles from LAHOR, with an army of twenty thoufand men. As foon as 
he heard the fate of yEMINABAD, he retreated back immediately to the 
capital of the province. Here he made a fhew of defence, but after three 
days capitulated, on condition that the city fhould be {pared. 


This is the country of which porus was king, when ALEXANDER 
made his memorable expedition into 1np1A. ‘The neighbouring pro- 
vinces were then ruled by their ref{pective fovereigns, as we now find 
them divided by the jealoufy and corruption of their chiefs. The {cene 
of his firft exploits in 1ND1A was on the banks of the GuR#us'‘, which 
he paffed. ‘The eaftern fide of this part of the 1nDus was called TAXILA. 
Here we find that Mopuis, king of the country, fubmitted to ALEXAN- 
DER, who confirmed this 1ND1IAN prince in his dominion, or in other 
words, did not commit any violence or injuftice towards him. As an 
effe& of the generofity of the GRECIAN hero, MOPHIs received the name 
of TAXILES. What future ages may think of modern hiftories, I am no 
judge; but there are numerous circumftances in antient accounts, even 
in authors of the higheft reputation, which appear as the fumes of fu- 
perftition or the creatures of fancy: we muft not however be ingenious to 
undeceive ourfelves in things of an indifferent nature, fo long as they give 
us pleafure. We know how hard it is to come at the truth of things 
which happened yefterday. 


Porus, the fovereign of LAHOR, was exceeded by the {kill and for- 


tune, rather than by the valour of the MACEDONIAN conqueror ; he led on 
his 


i This is called at prefent NILAB, being the upper part of the INDUS. 
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his chariots of war and embattled elephants, difdaining to yield. In 
this he feems to have judged ill; if he had facrificed to the pride of the 
GRECIAN inftead of his own, and only paid the tribute of a formal fub- 
miffion, he might probably have faved the lives of twenty-three thou- 
{and INDIANS, who are faid to have died that day in defence of their 
liberty. Under the notion of clemency, ALEXANDER then reftored to 
him the kingdom which he could not keep; nor was there one good 
reafon why he conquered it. The only true beneficent action he did, 
was to reconcile TAXILEs and PORUS. 


After fubduing PERSIA, and all the country as far as this place, his 
foldiers, happily for the ınprans, were at length tired of their knight- 
errantry, and infifted upon returning home ; he therefore made this the 
boundary of his victory in the eaft, though he had defigned to march as 
far as the GANGES. He returned to BABYLON with the name of a con- 
queror, tho’ with much lefs treafure than NADIR SHAH. In his way home 
he fubdued all the country on the banks of the 1npus. He fent part of 
his forces in thips down that river into the INDIAN ocean ; from whence 
they entered the gulph of persia, and directing their courfe up the 
TIGRIS, arrived at BABYLON. Thole, who marched by land, crofied 
SABLESTAN and SEGESTAN, not without feveral encounters with the in- 
habitants of thofe countries, in which much blood was fpilt. Thence 
traverfing PERsIs *, which owned the conqueror, after a perilous and 
laborious march he arrived at the feat of his empire, having been abfent 
twenty months. 


NADIR remained at LAHOR eight days, and refrefhed his army in the 
gardens of SHALIMAR '; he then pafled the river sHOUL, and traverfing 
SERHIND and TANISEER, he arrived with forty thoufand men in the 
neighbourhood of a village called T1LLAUVRI, which is not far from the 
plains of KARNAL. Here he halted to reconnoitre the fituation of the 
INDIAN army, and determine what meafures to purfue. After a march 
of twenty-fAve months for eighteen hundred and fifty miles™, he was al- 

X 2 moft 


k Now FARSISTAN. ! Thefe gardens are of the fame name as thofe of DEHLIE. 
m This computation is from ISFAHAN, viz. from that city tO KANDAHAR is reckoned 1040 miles, 
and from thence tO DEHLIUE 2:0, 


1739. 





164 THE HISTORY OF Part IV. 


1739. moft arrived at the fruition of the defired object. It was not difficult 


in a general of common fagacity to forefee, that fo vaft a multitude of 
people would not be able to fupport themfelves long in that fituation ; 
and they muft either difperfe, or come to an engagement. 





CHA Py. BAL 


The number of the PERSIAN army. SAADIT KHAN arrives at the INDIAN 
camp. He and DEVRAN KHAN begin the engagement. N ADIR’s fira- 
tagem to draw the INDIANS fo battle. SAADIT KHAN taken prifoner, 
and DEVRAN KHAN mortally wounded. NADIR’s manner of oppofing tke 
INDIAN elephants. Lofs of the INDIANS in the field. Di/ftrefs of the 
INDIAN camp after the battle. Interview between NADIR and NIZAM 
AL MULUCK ; alfo between the PERSIAN king and the GREAT MOGHOL. 
Numbers of the INDIANS /lain in marauding. M AHOMMED SHAH de- 
livers bimfelf into the hands of NADIR. INDIAN effects fealed up in 
DEHLIE. 


ADIR was now within ten miles of the INDIAN army. On 
the 12th of FEBRUARY he difpatched HAHDGEE KHAN with 
his advanced guard", confifting of fix thoufand of the beft troops of 
KOURDISTAN. His whole army amounted to near one hundred and 
fixty thoufand men, of which a third part were fervants and domettics: 
thefe having collected a fufficient number of camels, horfes °, and mules 
in their rout, were all mounted, and fome of them completely arm- 
ed. Their women, being not lefs than fix thoufand, were drefled with 
great coats’ of crimfon cloth, after the manner of the men, and not to be 
diftin- 

a Kovurrot, which is the fame as the HARROL of the INDIANS. ° There are in the 


highland country of xanpanuar and casBuL a fmall kind of horfes called yasous, which are very 


ferviceable. P Thefe are called BARRANNI} BARRAN fignifies rain, from whence the 
name of this coat is derived, 
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diftinguifhed at a diftance; fo that the whole made a very formidable 
appearance. 

NADIR finding the water at TILLAUvRI infufficient to fupply his fol- 
diers, advanced two miles nearer the INDIAN army; and the 14th of 
FEBRUARY he encamped not far from the rear of DEVRAN KHAN, ata 
time when sAADIT KHAN was juft arrived in the camp of the GREAT 
MOGHOL, with a reinforcement of twenty thoufand men. Whatever the 
nature of sAADIT’s treafon might have been, as foon as he faw his fel- 
low-foldiers in diftrefs for provifions, and ready to be over-whelmed by 
a powerful and fortunate army, the impulfe of his heart carried him 
inftantly to the tent of MAHOMMED SHAH, and with the freedom of 
a foldier he told his fovereign, that there was no time to be loft in 
giving battle to the PERSIANS; that if the other generals refufed to 
follow him, he would commence the attack with fuch part of his 
troops as were come up; defiring rather to die fword in hand, than 
fall inglorioufly into the power of an enemy through the neceflity of 


hunger. 


NIZAM AL MuLucCK, who feemcd never to have intended to bring 
things to the extremity of a battle, oppofed this counfel ; pretending, 
according to the fuperftition of the M à HOMMEDANS, that the day was 
not fortunate ; and as there was no neceffity, they ought to defcr it. 
SAADIT KHAN, though fufpected of being leagued with t is treacherous 
minifter, had too much ardour as a toldier to be reftrained by any fuch 


confideration. 


In the mean while, the fix thoufand KourpDs detached by NADIR SHAH, 
through the defire of booty, had failen on a party of the INDIANS, and 
began to pillage the baggage of DEVRAN KHAN. ‘There was no time to 
debate: sAADIT KHAN mounted his elephant, led on his forces, and re- 
pulfed the KouRDs. DEVRAN KHAN, now roufed by a jealoufy of the 
glory of a man, whom he knew wifhed his difgrace, brought his men 
alfo to the charge immediately, with a defign to fupport SAADIT KHAN 5 


fo that the engagement grew warm on both fides. 
NADIR; 
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Nanpir, being apprifed of what was paffing, fent a body of troops to 
affift his van; and jealous of fupporting the reputation of his arms in 
his firft encounter, he detached three thoufand of his beft troops in three 
different bodies, and placed them in ambufh. He alfo fent a {mall body 
of five hundred men againft DEVRAN KHAN, and another of the fame 
number againft sAADIT KHAN, in order to draw them into the field. 
Having then made a proper difpofition of the main body of his army, 
he advanced at the head of a thoufand ArsHaR horfe to direct the 
battle. 


This difpofition had the defired effect. The three thoufand men in 
ambufcade falling upon the troops of sAADIT KHAN, put them to flight, 
and took their general prifoner. DrvkRAN KHAN being followed by 
above twenty omRAsS and general officers, at the head of their ref{pec- 
tive bodies, fupported his ground with great refolution, till the engage- 
ment became more general. At length having received a dangerous 
wound, he fell extended upon his elephant, and was carried off the field. 
A report that he was dead, fpread a difmay through the whole InN- 
DIAN camp. 


There was a circumftance pretty remarkable, which I find omitted by 
thofe who have given us an account of this battle. ‘They mention in- 
deed the elephants, but not what ufe was made of them. Thefe for- 
midable animals were conducted at the head of the INDIAN army, 
and armed for battle: they have ever been reprefented in eaftern wars as 
objects of great terror; their fize, the caftles upon their backs, and all the 
apparatus of war, have been defcribed by hiftorians, painters, and poets, 
in a light which fills the imagination with dread. NaAbDIR was not igno- 
rant in what manner the 1np1aNs fight, and therefore caufed a number 
of {tages to be made, and fixed acrofs two camels. On thefe ftages he 
laid naptha, and a mixture of combuftibles, and ordered them to be fet on 
fire. It is well known with what terror thefe huge animals behold this 
element ; fo that inftead of over-turning the PERSIAN army, at the ap- 


2 proach 
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proach of the camels the elephants turned about, and put a great part 
of the INDIAN army into confufion. 


In this battle feventeen thoufand INDIANS were flain, among whom 
were a great number of perfons of the firft diftinction. ‘T’hofe who fled 
from the field, fpread terror and confufion through their whole camp. 
Several took the opportunity of plundering the tents of their own com- 
manders. Numbers, who attended the baggage brought into the field, 
fled towards DEHLIE, which afforded a favourable opportunity to the 
PERSIANS to kill and pillage at difcretion. fn this action not half of 
the INDIAN army was engaged, and only about fifty thoufand of the 
troops of NADIR sHAH; he loft on his part only two thoufand five 
hundred men, who were interred the fame night; but there were near 
twice as many wounded. 


DEVRAN KHAN loft his eldeft fon, and the wound he himfelf had 
received, proved mortal. His great lofs of blood occafioned his fainting : 
when he came to his fenfes, he had the additional affliction to find all his 
tents and baggage plundered; they were therefore obliged to carry him 
to the tents of MAHOMMED SHAH, to whom he had been reported as 
killed. The fight of this favourite minifter, under thefe melancholy 
circumftances, gave the emperor the deepeft concern. In a fhort time 
after this lord died of his wounds, which teemed to give him lefs pain, 
than to behold his enemy N1ZAM AL MULUCK triumphing in the 
favour of his mafter, and planning fchemes to gratify his bafe refent- 
ment. 


In this confufed ftate of affairs in the INDIAN camp, NADIR SHAH 
advanced to the quarters of NIZAM AL MULUCK; this general had been 
joined by feveral other lords, who drew up their forces in a line of battle, 
as if they meant to ftop the progrefs of the enemy. Night coming on, 
prevented the PERSIANS from purfuing their victory. The INDIAN 
camp was now fo very thin, that from the emperor’s own quarters to 
thofe of NIZAM AL MULUCK, which was near two miles, hardly any 


people were found. In the night a grand confultation was held, in 
which 
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which NIZAM AL MULUCK related in the moft affecting manner, the 
deplorable ftate to which the fortune of that day had already reduced the 
court; expatiating upon the fatal effects of war, and the danger to which 
the emperor’s perfon was expofed ; that every moment brought news of 
the death of fume perfon beloved by his majefty, and of great confe- 
quence to the ftate; his opinion therefore was to accommodate matters 
with NADIR SHAH, fince they could no longer depend on the fuccefs of 
their arms. 


The 1nprAN monarch, though no warrior, was more inclined to truft 
to the fortune of a fecond battle, than to confent to an accommodation, 
which could be bought only at the price of immenfe treafures, and muft 
upon other accounts be inglorious. But thofe on whom he moft depended 
had been killed or dangeroufly wounded ; fo that no proper perfon could 
be found in whom to confide the command of his forces: nor was he lefs 
at a lofs as to the direction of his councils. Whatever fufpicions he might 
entertain of NIZAM AL MULUCK, the afcendency which this minifter had 
acquired, in fome meafure obliged him to truft him implicitly. The 
death of DEVRAN KHAN, at once removed the bar to the ambition of 
NIZAM AL MULUCK, as well as the object of his hatred. At length full 
power was given to this minifter, to treat with the PERSIAN monarch. 
AZIM ALI KHAN was appointed to attend him; of which NADIR SHAH 
was acquainted. The third day after the battle, the ceremonial being 
previoufly adjufted, they pitched their tents between the two camps: 
and a PERSIAN officer was fent to conduct thefe 1InpIAN lords into the 
prefence of NADIR SHAH. 


The pErsIAN monarch received them in a gracious manner, caufing 
them to fit in his prefence ; and then he fpoke to this effect: “ It is now 
« four months fince I fent my embaflador to MAHOMMED SHAH your 
“« mafter, to demand of him the payment of what is due to PERSIA ; 
“ why has he detained my people, and given me no anfwer; and at 
‘© length obliged me to make fo long and laborious a march?”” Nizam 
AL MULUCK excufed himfelf, alledging that he had been in his govern- 
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ment at DECCAN; that as foon as he came to court he had ufed his 
endeavours to bring the affair to a conclufion, but that his demands were 
greater than the empire could anf{wer 4. 


Naprr fmiled at the excufe, and fhewed him the accounts of the 
MOGHOL’s treafure; adding to this effect: “4 The grand-father of MA- 
“ HOMMED SHAH and uncle of JEANGUIR, once demanded of PERSIA 
« the fuccour of ten thoufand men. PERs1A fent them, and bore the ex- 
“ pence, on condition of being reimburfed ; which has never yet been done. 
« By the treaties of alliance fubfifting between the two empires, they 
‘© ought reciprocally to fupport each other. PrERs1a having been long rent 
« with civil wars, the fame force has been demanded of you; but no 
“« anfwer was ever made. I have borrowed large fums, for which I pay 
‘¢ intereft, to retake from the TuRKs the provinces which they had pof- 
« feffed themfelves of belonging to Persia. ‘The neglect of the treaties 
“ on your part, has been the caufe of the misfortunes which have hap- 
‘© pened to PERSIA: who is to repair thefe injuries? I had intended to 
“ put your emperor and his troops to the {word, but I will favour them ; 
« go and tell him to come to me, and we will make up our quarrel in 
“ a convenient manner.” 


The 18th of FEBRUARY was accordingly appointed for the meeting of 
the two monarchs. MAHOMMED SHAH, emperor of HINDOSTAN, feated 
in a royal litter ', iffued from his camp, attended by AZIM ALI KHAN, 
GHAZI O’DIN KHAN, feveral eunuchs, and about two hundred horfe: 
he was met half-way by TÆHMAS KHAN, the lieutenant t of the PER- 
s1AN king, who paid him the honours due to his rank. tT«uMas then 
required the eunuchs and cavalry to halt; and attended the GREAT Mo- 

GHOL 


4 It is faid that nizam AL muLucK went fo far as to make him the fervile compliment, that 
the defire of feeing a king of fuch renown, and to kifs the dut of his feet, was fo great, that they 
purpofely neglected his requeft. The onten Tats deil much in hyperboles; but fuch a compliment 
as this would rather have infulted the common fenfe of the prince to whom it was paid, than gratified 
his pride. According to what is related, this iInp1an did atua!ly invite NADIR into INDIA, hard- 
ly forfeeing what would happen. : TAKHT REVAN, which fignifies a moving throne. 
t VaKEEL OF VEKIL, 
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GHOL with the PERSIAN guard. At the entrance of NADIR’s camp he 
was met by NESR ALI MYRZA, who was fent by the command of his 
father to conduct the INDIAN king to the royal tent. NADIR came 
forth to receive him, and having placed him on his left-fide, after the 
ordinary compliments, he addrefled him to this effect: ‘£ Is it poffible 
** that you fhould have thus abandoned the care of your own affairs 
‘© to oblige me to make you this vift? I fent you two embafia- 
« dors; one of them contrary to the laws of all nations, and to the 
« friendfhip fubfifting between us, was murdered at PEISHOR ; nor 
‘© did your minifters fend me any fatisfactory anfwer to my letters which 
“« reached your hands. When I entered your dominions, you never de- 
« puted any one to afk me who I was, or what my intentions were; 
“ even when I advanced to LAHOR, and fent you a meflage of falutation, 
‘© I received no anfwer. When the commanders of your forces were 
‘© awakened out of their lethargy, inftead of negotiating for a reconcilia- 
“ tion, they met in a tumultuous manner to ftop my progrefs. After- 
‘* wards you cooped yourfelves up in your intrenchments, without con- 
« fidering, that if your enemy was ftronger than you, it was impoffible to 
«© remain in that fituation without being ftarved ; and if he was weaker, 
« it was as difhonourable as unneceflary: at length, without any pre- 
« caution, you put all to the iffue of one blow. Tho’ I faw how you 
« were entangled, I made you offers of accommodation*; but you was 
« foill advifed, or puffed up with childith conceits, that you neglected 
« the terms of my friendfhip, and abandoned your own intereft. Now 
« you fee to what ftreights you are reduced by the victorious armies of 
«persia. How little able you have been to govern your own people, 
“ appears by your granting for feveral years a tax to infidels, by whom 
e it ought to have been paid; and you have fuffered them to over-run 
“ your country. 


« However, as the race of TEMUR have never done any remarkable 
s injury to the fovereigns of PERSIA, I will not take the empire from 


“ you; 
S I do not find any mention made of fuch offer after the 1nD14N army was affembled on the plain: 
of KA RNAL, to which this feems to allude. w This tax, called the Jez1an, Was wont to 


be paid by thofe who were not MAHOMMEDANS- 
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‘© you; I only mean to indemnify myfelf for the great expence of this 1739. 
« gar. After I have refrefhed my army at DEHLIE, and received the 

«© fubfidy * which muft be paid, I will leave you in poffeffion of your 

« dominions.”’ 


MAHOMMED SHAH heard this fpeech with that filencc, which teftifics 
forrow and confufion; tho’ it was fome confolation to receive affurance 
of his life and empire. Language fo foreign to that of a court, could not 
but touch the heart of a king, whofe weaknefs did not amount to infen- 
fibility. It may perhaps appear a little ftrange, that the captive monarch 
thould be fuffered to return to his own camp; but our furprize will 
ceafe, if we refle&t that Napir had nothing to fear from his military 
force ; and that as riches were his chief object, the more gently he con- 
ducted himfelf towards the inp1aANs, till he fhould arrive at DEHLir, the 
lefs danger there would be of their concealing or deftroying their treafures. 


MaAHOMMED SHAH retired to his camp, in fome degree relieved from 
his inquietude; tho’ he knew not into what difficulties the avarice of the 
conqueror might plunge him. He ordered the dead bodies, which lay 
{pread for near the {pace of twelve miles, to be interred; but thofe who 
were wounded and unable to move, were left to expire, there being no 
one that could afford them any fuccour. At the fame time, the military 
cheft, with all the treafure of MAHOMMED SHAH, was brought to NADIR. 


Some of the 1NDIAN lords, who were forward to ingratiate themfelves 
with the conqueror, reprefented that there were many thoufand horfes 
and camels belonging to the foldiers and followers of the MOGHOL’s camp; 
and as by his clemency thefe people had received quarter, they ought not 
to think it any hardfhip to deliver fuch as his officers fhould think proper 
to chufe. To this he replied; that the bread of foldiers depended, ina 
great meafure, on their horfes; and that the lofs of thefe in their pre- 
fent circumftances, might expofe them and their families to beggary ; 
and as he had given them quarter, they fhould depart unmolefted. 


Y 2 The 


x This is called a priscus, or prefent from an inferior to a fup rior, "The fum agreed for was 
twenty crores, Which we ihan have occafion ia mention. 
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The INDIAN camp had been in great diftrefs almoft from the very 
time they affembled in the plains of KARNAL. Reprefentation being now 
made, that the futlers¥ by their extortions had raifed the price of bread 
to an exorbitant degree, MAHOMMED SHAH Ordered their fhops to be 
broke open. This anfwered no other purpofe, than to wafte and difperfe 
the little provifion that remained, fo that a pound of wheat was not to 
be had for lefs than the value of four fhillings. What had contributed 
to render the provifions fo exceflive dear, was the vigilance of the flying 
parties of the PERSIAN army, who within forty miles round the camp, 
had at different times cut off not lefs than fourteen thoufand INDIAN 
marauders. A body of Nap1R’s troops, who at this time were {fent to 
TANISEER, flaughtered a great number of the inhabitants, plundered the 
town, and returned to their camp with a confiderable booty. 


The next day, after the bodies of the 1nDIANs were interred, NADIR 
fent an officer with a detachment to take poffeffion of the equipage of the 
GREAT MOGHOL; caufing it to be proclaimed in the camp, that every 
one might retire without fear of being {topped or infulted. He alfo fent 
his mafter of the ordnance *, together with the officer who makes fei- 
zures °, each with five hundred horfe, to feize all the ordnance and im- 
plements of war belonging to the emperor, and the lords of his court. 
He required moreover that MAHOMMED SHAH, With his fon suLTAN 
ACHMED, and his emprefs MALIKA AL ZUMANI°, with their domettics, 
fhould repair to his camp: accordingly a royal tent was prepared for them 
in front of his own, and a thoufand PERSIAN foldiers were appointed 
as their guard. 


In the mean while, NADIR sHAH difpatched his lieutenant TÆHMAS 
KHAN tO DEHLIE, with four thoufand horfe, to take pofieffion of the 
caftle. SAADIT KHAN was charged with the care of the city, together 
with the houfes and effects of the inhabitants ; {trict directions were alfo 


given 


Y Banrans, who are moftly trading people in rnpra. They are of a particular fet, who be- 
lieve the tranfmigration of fouls, whether of man or beaft; from whence they are very harmlefs in 
their conduct, left they fhould injure one of their own friends or relations, in the appearance of a 
bird or beaft. = TowrcHl BASHI. a N ZESSACKHCHI BASHI, 

b This word fignifies the qucen of the times. 
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given him that no injury fhould be done to any of them, This general 
on his arrival publifhed the sHan’s orders, adding, that none of the citi- 
zens fhould dare to moleft the persrans. ‘The governor of the caftle 
being informed of what had pafled on the plains of KARNAL, made no 
fcruple to pay an implicit obedience to the fummons of NADIR’s lieutenant, 
and admitted him, together with all his troops. The palace was alfo 
prepared for the reception of the PeRsIAN monarch, All the valuable 
effects were fealed up, and a lift prepared of the omras, and all the 
wealthy inhabitants of the city. 


Napire being mafter of all the jewels and of the military chefts of the 
INDIAN camp at KARNAL, gave a gratuity of three months pay to every 
foldier in his army. He then made choice of two hundred pieces of 
cannon, with their carriages, out of the INDIAN ordnance, and fent them 
with other effects under a {trong convoy to CABUL. 





CHAP SALN. 


March of the PERSIAN and INDIAN armies from KARNAL f0 DEHLIE. 
Nap1R’s entrance into DEHLIE. SAADIT KHAN deftroys himfelf. Maf- 
facre of DEHLIE. NADIR’s conduct after the maffacre. 


“~ HIS difpofition being made, NADIR began his march towards 
DEHLIE. His advanced guard ° confifted of four thoufand men, 

who ferved to efcort his harram; twenty thoufand of his beft cavalry 
guarded them at a proper diftance. About two miles behind was MA- 
HOMMED SHAH, attended by fifty of his principal courtiers, and efcorted 
by twelve thoufand PERSIANS. ‘The INDIAN lords, at the head of their 
refpective troops, marched at the diftance of a mile from each other, 
having great bodies of the PERSIAN army between them. Napir him- 
felf brought up the rear, with the grofs of his army; the whole com- 
pofed a number of near three hundred and fifty thoufand men $, who 


covered near twelve miles in length, and three in breadth. 
In 


c Kourucx. See Vol. I. page 249. d Before the late engagement the 1np1aN army alone 
was near this number, including all their attendants ; but a great part of thefe had been difperfed, and 
numbers of them killed. 


7 


4739 





174. THE HISTORY OF Part IV. 


In this manner they proceeded five days march, till they came to 
sonpuT. ‘This place, together with PANIPUT, and feveral villages, were 
plundered by the PERSIANS, as they marched along. From SsSONPUT 
they advanced to NIRELA, and the next day‘ in the evening they ar- 
rived at the gardens of SHALIMAR. NADIR sHAuH declined going into 
the city in the night, as well on account of the fafety of his perfon, as 
the regard to his ftate. He ordered MAHOMMED, the GREAT MOGHOL, 
feated in a royal litter, and preceded by his ftandards, with two hun- 
dred of the fervants of his court, to march forward into the city. Thefe 
were convoyed by four thoufand pers1an horfe, who accompanied the 
INDIAN monarch to his apartment f. 


NADIR encamped with his forces without the gates. The next morn- 
ing he marched with great circumfpection thro the city to the caftle £, 
attended by a body of twenty thoufand men. Manommep snan had 
already given notice to the inhabitants, when the PERSIAN conqueror 
was to enter the city ®; ordering that all the houfes and fhops fhould be 
fhut, and according to the awful refpect fhewn to eaftern kings, that no 
perfon fhould prefume to appear in the ftreets. This order was executed 
with great exactnefs; for of the vaft number of inhabitants, there were 
no {pectators of his triumphant entry: a mournful filence reigned through- 


out the city, as if it prefaged fome dreadful calamity. 


Napier having taken poffeffion of the caftle, was immediately attended 
by MAHOMMED sHAH, towards whom he behaved with great civility. 
He diftributed his troops into their quarters, and took all the necefiary 
meafures that due obedience fhould be paid to his orders, till the articles 
of peace were regulated with NIZAM AL MULUCK. In the mean while, 
he enjoined his N-essakucuI in the ftricteft manner, that whoever pre- 
fumed to injure any of the natives, fhould be punifhed with the fevereft 
baftonading, or with the lofs of their ears or nofe, according to the nature 
of their offence. 


The 

e The yth of MARCI ! This they call the arysu maut, which fignifies the place of 
joy- & Caftle is ufed fynonimoufly for caitle, citadel, or palace, viz. place of defence. 

h ‘This was the oth of MARCH. -t "I'hefe are the order of foldiers who are charged with 


the punifhment of offences, as already mentionca. 
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The PERSIANS, however polite in their manners, are but rude in their 
apparel and cuftoms, compared with the delicacy of the inp1ans. In 
NADIR’s army were alfo many TARTARS, whofe rough and favage afpccts 
made fuch impreffions on the 1npians, that they avoided as much as 
pofiible all communication with them. 


SAADIT KHAN, who feems to have been a man of warm paflions, and 
of an inconftant difpofition, was now as forward to recommend himfelf 
to his new mafter NADIR, as he had been ambitious at KARNAL, of ex- 
erting himfelf in the defence of his true fovereign. He went out to 
the gardens of sHALIMAR to mect NADIR SHAH, and accompanied him 
till he alighted at the palace of penrre. ‘This lord had flattered himfelf 
with hopes of being admitted to a private audience, in which it was pre- 
famed he intended to recommend certain meafures for the intereft of the 
PERSIAN king. Napir, who had always diftinguifhed himfelf for his 
penetration, fpoke with great harfhnefs to him, and demanded why he 
had not begun collecting the fubfidies. 


This reproof touched saapir KHAN to the heart; his jealoufy was 
fired, and he concluded that NIZAM AL MULUCK had done him fome ill 
office. Under this anxiety of thought, it is probable the remembrance 
of his infidelity recoiled upon him. He knew that to be fufpected by a 
prince of fuch a temper as NADIR, was but a remove from ruin. Under 
thefe circumftances he retired; and defpair drove him to the fatal ex- 
pedient of taking poifon. 


Such is oftentimes the fate of men who fwerve from the paths of 
honour, and bewilder themfelves in the mazes of iniquity. Thofe prin- 
ciples which intice them to forfake the intereft of their country, in order 
to gratify a private paffion or refentment, hardly ever fupport them under 
a change of fortune, or the prefiure of calamities. 


What had paffed on the plains of KaRNAL, and the havock created 
by the fword and famine, was but a prelude to the diftrefs which heaven 
permitted to fall upon the unfortunate inhabitants of DEHLIE. The next 

8 day 
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day * after NADIR’s arrival, was a feaft of facrifice'! with the INDIANS, 
and the new-year’s-day of the Persians. Napir’s lieutenant, TÆH- 
MAS KHAN, {ent feveral PERSIAN horfemen of the N&ssICKHCHI to the 
granaries™, ordering them to be opened, and the price of corn to be 
fixed. ‘This not being done to the {fatisfaction of the proprietors, occa- 
fioned the affembling a mob. SAYD NEAZ KHAN, and feveral other 


perfons of diftinétion, put themfelves at their head, and killed the PER- 
SIAN horfemen. 


After this unwarrantable act, a report was foon fpread that NADIR 
SHAH was flain®; upon which the tumult increafed. All idle perfons 
and men of defperate fortunes joined them, and marched towards the 
caftle. A party of Pers1AN horfe, which was pofted near the entrance, 
were forced to retire with fome lofs, In the mean while, feveral PER- 
Ss1ANS whom SAYD NEAZ KHAN had taken as a fafe-guard to his houfe, 
were treacheroufly fhut up in a room, and burnt alive. The foldiers 
who were lodged in the palace of the deceafed DEVRAN KHAN, and other 
great houfes and caravanferais, were obliged to retreat to their quarters, 
and remain under arms the whole night. The cannon and harquebufles 
on the ramparts of the caftle, as well as thofe in the houfes occupied by 


the PERSIANS, were difcharged at the mob, but without quelling the 
infurrection. 


The next morning NADIR, at the head of a ftrong party of his troops 
iffued out of the palace, with an intention to fupprefs the tumult. Whe- 
ther the difcovery of the dead bodies of feveral of his foldiers, fired him 
with the defperate refolution of ordering the inhabitants to be maffacred, 
does not clearly appear®. If we may judge from his natural cruelty and 
infatiable avarice, it is not unreafonable to believe, that he at once deli- 
vered up the city, without any limitation, to flaughter and pillage. His 

orders 

k The 1oth of MARCH. 1 Eip zona. m Thefe are called PAHR GuNJH. 
* Thefe people feem to have been in the fame circumftances of delufion as the persans, in their 
rebellion five years afterwards at asTRABAD, who firit took arms, and then flattered them(elves, and 
even reported, that NADIR sHAH was dead. e Mr. Frazer, who has given the authorities 


for moft of the tranfactions in pen iz, fays, that the foldiers were at firft ordered not to do any harn 
to the innocent. But foldiers are bad judges in fuch cafes, 
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orders were in an inftant obeyed: a place taken by ftorm never exhibited 
a greater fcene of horror. ‘The persian foldiers having f{pread them- 
felves, broke open houfes and palaces, flaughtering with an unbridled 
fury, with very little diftinction of age or fex. ‘This bloody fcene ex- 
tended above fix miles”. 


Many who had fled from the neighbouring country to take refuge in 
the city, affembled in a body to defend their lives; thefe were joined by 
jewellers, money changers, and rich fhop-keepers. ‘The phyfician of 
the court put himfelf at their head, and defpair fupplied the place of 
ftrength and refolution. Thefe unhappy people fought bravely for fome 
time, but being fo little aceuftomed to the ufe of arms, they had only 
the fatisfaction of dying {word in hand. 


LUTF ALI KHAN conducted this bloody bufinefs in one quarter of the 
town : SIRBULLIND KHAN, an INDIAN lord, whofe reputation and vene- 
rable afpect had charms not to be refifted, rufhing from his palace, proftrated 
himfelf before the PERSIAN general, and reprefented that the inhabitants of 
that part of the city were innocent ; and begging for their lives, he offered 
to pay a large ranfom, which was accepted, and the flaughter ceafed. 


In the mean time NIZAM AL MULUCK was ftung with remorfe at 
the fight of fo fad a fpectacle, and confcious of his guilt, in being in 
fome meafure the occafion of it, went and threw himfelf at NADIR’S 
feet, intreating his mercy, for the unfortunate remains of fo flourifh- 
ing a city. After a torrent of reproaches, NADIR gave orders for the re- 
call of his foldiers. 


This carnage lafted from eight in the morning till three in the after- 
noon; about four hundred of the Persians were killed, but of the citi- 
zens not lefs than one hundred and ten thoufand. All the jewellers and 
gold{miths fhops were plundered, and many of them fet on fire. Private 
houfes had no better fortune: and the palaces of the great partook of the 

common 


P DEH LIF is reprefented to be a very large city. 4 Becaufe of his treafonable cor- 
refpondence, which is tuppofed to have been a motive to the invafion. 


Vor. IV: Z 
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common ruin. Next morning the inhabitants were ordered, under the 
fevereft penalties, to bury their dead. Thefe unhappy people had not 
even time to diftinguifh the MAHOMMEDANS from the PAGANs: the latter, 
however abominable to muffulmen, even after death, were either tumbled 
into one common grave, or confumed together in funeral piles, after the 
manner of the PAGANS. 


As to thofe who were fhut up in houfes, numbers of their bodies were 
not brought out for burial till after NADIR’s departure: what horrid fpec- 
tacles they were then, the reflection is fhocking to humanity. Many 
who were jealous of their honour killed their wives, and then com- 
mitted murder on themfelves. Numbers were burnt in their houfes, 
efpecially women and children ; nor did the {word {pare even the infant 
at his mother’s breaft. Horror and defpair had plunged the inhabitants 
into {uch diftrefs, that near ten thoufand women threw themfelves into 
wells; of thefe, foime were afterwards taken out alive’. 


When the flaughter began, the mob who had been the apparent occa- 
fion of it difappeared, and left the innocent to fuffer. The leading peo- 
ple of this fatal tumult had been fo infatuated, as to think that a mob 
might effect what the imperial army of 1np1a had hardly any chance of 
executing: feveral of thefe were taken prifoners, among whom was SAYD 
NEAZ KHAN: NIZAM AL MULUCK and the vizir pleaded hard for him, 
but in vain; NADIR ordered his belly to be ripped open, and in this 
deplorable manner he expired. 


The prifoners brought before the PERSIAN king amounted to feveral 
thoufands; of thefe the greateft part were women, of whom many, con- 
trary to the difcipline he had eftablifhed, and contrary to the facred rights 
of humanity, had upon this occafion fuffered the moft infamous treat- 
ment. Napir ordered them to be conduéted to their refpective houfes, 
where they retired in circum{tances of the deepeft diftrefs. 


The 


* One remarkable incident happened of a certain man who burnt twenty women of his family ; 
and then finding that the foldiers had miffed his houfe, went out to acquaint them he had large effects, 
thefe the foldiers took, but left him unhurt, upon which he murdered himielf. 
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The amount of the lofs in houfes, effects and riches, in fo rich a 
city, muft have been very confiderable: but in fuch a confufion, it is 
probable many valuable things were loft. Large fums were brought into 
NADIR’s treafury ; and the booty which the persian foldiers referved to 
themfelves, as afterwards appeared, was very important. 


Before the maffacre at CEHLIE, a party of the PERSIAN forces had been 
fent to feize the cannon at the palaceof an INDIAN lord. ‘Thefe had been 
alfo treacheroufly fet upon and murdered, by a body of TARTAR MO- 
GHoLs*. Napier being informed of this accident, fent a large detach- 
ment, who fell upon thofe people and flaughtered near fix thoufand of 
them. The Pers1aANs brought away the ordnance, together with three 
hundred perfons of the chief rank among them. Napir caufed the 
heads of thefe immediately to be ftruck off, and their bodies to be 
thrown into the RETEE*. 


After this, a proclamation was made, that all perfons fhould purfue 
their employments, and that none of the PERSIAN foldiers fhould hurt or 
moleft them. To prevent the ordinary confequences of {uch calamities, 
NADIR gave orders that the granaries fhould be fealed up“, and guards 
fet over them. He alfo commanded feveral parties of cavalry to in- 
veft the city, that no perfon might go out of it without a particular li- 
cenfe. Many whom hunger and mifery induced to leave this dreadful 
{cene, were arrefted by the PERSIAN guards, who cut off their ears or 


no(fes. 


So fevere a conduct was foon followed by the diftrefs of many thou- 
fands, who had been plundered of their money and effects; for provifions 
were become exceflive dear. ‘The people who were not the proper in- 
habitants of the city applied to NADIR SHAH, Chufing rather to die by a 
{peedy effect of his anger, than to perifh more flowly with hunger. 
Thefe went to him in a body, and in tears of anguifh and diftrefs proftrated 
themfelves, and begged for bread. Even the cruel NADIR was touched with 

4 2 their 


s Thefe are called MoGHOL POURA. t The river of DEHLIE. u In 
PERSIA as well as russia, the fealing up doors by means of a bit of ftring with fome bees-wax 
impreffed with a feal, is looked upon more facred than any lock. 
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1739. their misfortunes, and gave them liberty of retiring to FERID-ABAD, in 
order to buy provifions. 





CHAR AMAL. 


Male adminifiration of RIZA KOULI MYRZA, regent of PERSIA. Rebel- 


lion of the ARABS againfi the PERSIAN government. Condué of the 
PERSIAN embajf/ador at CONSTANTINOPLE. 


URING this fcene of mifery and devaftation at DEHLIE, PER- 
sta {till groaned under a tyrannical government. RIZA KoULI 
MYRZA the regent, by practifing all the arts of cruelty and extortion, 
foon incurred the hatred of the people. In order to cover his ra- 
pacious avarice, he took the {pecious name of a merchant: thus he ar- 
bitrarily monopolized the raw filk an his own terms, and obliged the 
manufacturers to take it of him again at the price he was pleafed to im- 
pofe. In the vanity of his heart he wrote to his father, to acquaint him 
that he had gained a million five hundred thoufand crowns”, without 
doing wrong to any man. Naopir, jealous of fuch extraordinary abilities 
in his fon, defired him to explain himfelf. Rıza KouLr anfwered, that 
he had turned merchant, and obtained it by commerce, of which he 
fent him a certificate *. 


The suan, who was not to be eafily impofed on, reprefented to him 
the injurous confequences of fuch proceedings; that if he had fo great a 
pafiion for trade, a fifhery ’ fhould be appointed him, from whence he 
might draw a confiderable profit, without invading any property, or di- 
minifhing the advantages which belonged to fair traders, by whom na- 


tions 

w 750,000. * This certificate of his fair-dealing was indeed teftified by the merchants of 
REsSHD, but it was obtained by compulfive means, through the interpofition of his principal agent 
HADGHEE SADDUK. yY Ata time when the fuccefs of the herring-fifhery feems to be fu- 


ipefied by many, it may be worth while to refleét on this advice of Napie san ; his notion feems 
so arife from reafon and nature, without difcourfe or argument; for fifh is fo {mall an article of the 
food of the Persians, that it feems ftrange that napir fhould ftumble on the thought. 


2 
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tions are enriched. Upon the whole, he was fo much difpleafed at his 
fon’s adminiftration, that he fent a decree, confirming all governors and 
magiftrates in their pofts, till he fhould return from rnp1ra. This inci- 
dent was fo contumelious a reproach to the prince, that it laid the foun- 
dation of his rebellion, as we fhall have occafion to relate. 


The PERSIANS rejoiced at the fuccefs of their king over the INDIAN 
monarch ; and the value of the riches taken from that prince were re- 
prefented as ineftimable. What tended to flatter them into the hopes of 
HALCYON days, was the arrival of a meffenger, who brought a decree * 
from NADIR SHAH, which exempted them from taxes for a whole year, 
to commence from the tenth of marcu. ‘The officers, who had begun 
to colleét the money, were ordered to refund ; which they performed 


accordingly. 


Amidft all thefe rapid vi€tories, PERSIA was not free from alarms. 
Some of her fubjects in the fouth took the advantage of the sHAH’s ab- 
fence, and threw off their yoke. Napier had ordered feven of his fhips 
to be prepared in the PERSIAN gulph, for fome expedition which he 
had meditated *: the PERSIAN commander took this occafion to feize the 
barks belonging to the HouLes, a tribe of ARABS, and would not permit 
any of them to crofs the ftreight of ormus. ‘This gave occafion for a 
revolt, in which the PERSIAN fhips were taken by thefe ARABIANS, and 


feveral of them burnt. 


TACHI KHAN, the governor of sH1RAss, foon after embarked a great 
number of men in fmall veffels’, and went to chaftife the rebels. In 
the mean time the mMascaATs, another tribe of the ARABs, fitted out 
feveral fhips, apprehending a vifit from the PERSIANS. T heir fears 
were foon removed, for the HoULES were an over-match for their 
enemies: the PERS! AN forces were repulfed, with the lofs of near two 
thoufand of their men. ‘This event however encouraged the 1MAN ° of 

MASCAT, 


z This is called arnacam. Firman, which is a name given it by fome, I imagine to be more 
proper to INDIA. a It is faid they were intended to fail round, and go up the INDUS, te 
carry troops to join the army, which was on the march to inb1a3 how practicable this might be, I 
cannot determine. We are told aLexanper came down the INDUS., b Tarranquins. 

© The chief of the AaRABIANS On the oppofite fide of the gulph. 
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19739. MASCAT, to accept the offer of a defenfive alliance with the HOULEs, in 
order to fupport their mutual liberty, againft all attempts of the PER- 
SIANS. 


But the greateft uneafinefs was created by the rurKs. Naprir, not- 
withftanding his great diftance, endeavoured to poffefs them with the 
terror of his arms; that they might not take advantage of his abfence to 
make a peace with the russians and invade persia. He {ent two em- 
baffadors to them from KANDAHAR, of whom the laft, MAHOMMED RIZA- 
KHAN, arrived at CONSTANTINOPLE in NOVEMBER laft year; and in the 
beginning of the next month was admitted to an audience of the grand 
fignior. The xuan aflured his highnefs in the moft elegant and exalt- 
ed terms, ‘‘ That his mafter, the snan, had the greateft defire to live 
< in perfect amity with him; but that the means of doing this was to 
<< yield up DIARBEKIR, in the fame condition it was in during its fubjec- 
“© tion to the PERSIAN empire’. He alfo pretended to the UPPER ARME- 
« NIA: and further infifted that the grand fignior fhould renounce his alli- 
« ance with the GREAT MOGHOL; that the new fortifications made at 
€ BAGDAT, fince the provifional treaty of peace, concluded three years 
“ before, fhould be demolifhed; and that the PERSIAN caravans fhould 
« have every where a free paflage in the dominions of the OTTOMAN 
“ empire.” 


Thefe demands appearing capricious as well as infolent, the TURK- 
IsH minifters, though they dreaded a war with Persia, feemed by no 
means difpofed to comply with them ; on the contrary, they declared that 
the grand fignior would make a peace with the emperor of the ROMANS, 
and the émprefs of RUssIA, and engage in a frefh war with PERSIA, rather 
than fubmit to fuch difhonourable conditions, What added to the di- 
ftreis or the port, was the rebellion of SARE BEN OGLOU in NATOLIA. 
Napier might flatter himfelf into a belief of felling his friendfhip for 
fome very valuable confideration ; but his intereft was to keep the 
TURKS deeply engaged in a war with russia; that fo he might find them 

the 


a This country was formerly part of MESOPOTAMIA, and the antient boundary of the kingdom 
of ASSYRIA. i 
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the more weakened, when he fhould return to fill up the meafure of his 1739- 
victories over them. 


Napirpe alfo fent an embaffador to the court of ST. PETERSBURG, with 
which he had a more natural intereft: that court was alfo very fenfible 
how little his friendfhip was to be depended on; however, it was fome 
fatisfaction that he was very far from having entered into any clofe con- 
nection with the rurxs, tho’ he was not engaged in a war with them. 





CHAP. XXIV. 


NADIR gives his foldiers a gratuity. Contribution of auvin brought to 
DEHLIE. SIRBULLIND KHAN appointed chief collector of the contribu- 
tion. His declaration to NIZAM AL MULUCK. Barbarous treatment of 
the INDIANS in colleéfing the contributions. The value of the treafure 
colleéted. 


E return now to INDIA, to fee how the mighty ravager con- 
ducted himfelf after fpilling fo much innocent blood: we fhall 
find that his avarice was in no refpects inferior to his cruelty. Thefe 
indeed are vices twin-born from the regions of darknefs, and increafe in 
malignity in proportion to the power by which they are fupported. 





Napier being now mafter of vaft treafures, paid his army their arrears °, 
and in order to encourage them to bring in their plunder, he added a 
gratuity alfo. Thefe payments were made in his own coin, which was 
ftruck upon this occafion, with this infcription: 


« Napier the mafter of fortune, and the king of kings, is the moft 
‘© powerful prince of the earth.” 


The reverfe was: 


« May Gop perpetuate his reign.” 
The 


e Twelve months pay for 140,000 men, at the ordinary computation is 3,400,000 /. but it is 
probable that the riches he found at casut, enabled him to pay his army on the occafion of his 
taking th.t place; and confequently he did not difburfe near fo large a fum on this occafion. 
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The great bufinefs was the colle&ion of thofe vaft fums, which na- 
pir exacted of the GREAT MoGHOL and his fubjects, T4HMAs KHAN 
had been charged to watch over the conduct of saapIT KHAN. ‘This 
INDIAN general * had accepted the commiffion of compelling his country- 
men to deliver up their riches, agreeably to the refpective quotas to be 
ievied on them: upon his deceafe, his nephew, MAHOMMED KHAN, was 
called upon to deliver in an account of all his uncle’s effects, which 
amounted to a million fterling*. Great part of this was brought from 
his government, under an efcort of a thoufand PERSIAN horfe: but the 
fum was two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds fhort of what saaDIT 
KHAN had engaged to pay. 


SIRBULLIND KHAN, already mentioned as the perfon by whofe inter- 
ceffion the maffacre was {topt in his quarter, though poor, was much re- 
{pected: the corruptions of the court had not tainted his integrity. Na- 
pir excufed him from paying any tax himfelf, as knowing his inability ; 
but thefe very reafons rendered him worthy of the greateft truft; hence 
he was appointed to collect from other people the free gift*, and contii- 
bution". His age and infirmities in fome meafure ob{ftructed his vigi- 
lance: NADIR therefore acquainted him, that if he meant to avoid the 
weight of his anger, he would do well to exert himfelf. “Two hundred 
foldiers were affligned him as a guard in the execution of this office. He 
was alfo charged to oblige all perfons in public employment’, to produce 
all the horfes, camels, and elephants, belonging to the crown, that pro- 
per choice might be made of them for the ufe of the PERSIAN army. 


This KHAN faw to what extremities he muft reduce the people in the 
execution of this dangerous commiffion: it is fome confolation however 
to honeft men under fuch circumiftances, that they may alleviate a mif- 
fortune, and execute their charge with humanity ; when a perfon of a 
different character would aggravate the evil, and render it {till a heavier 
weight to the calamitous. SIR- 


e I ufe the terms general and lord as words that are familiar and emphatical, and convey, I think, 
a Mronger idea than the INDIAN names. It may however be proper to remark, that nasos or 
xavos is the ordinary title given the omRAS or INDIAN lords who are governors; NAIB fig- 
nifies a deputy or viceroy, fuch as sAADIT KHAN we may fuppofe was in AUDIH. 

f Eighty lacks of rupees, or one million fterling. ‘The fum promifed was a crore or 100 lacks, 
equal to 1,250,000 /. € This they call the PEIsNCUSH. h This is called 
the BEAVRA, or forced contribution. i MANSUEDARS. 
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SIRBULLIND KHAN faw to what extremities he muft reduce the inha- 
bitants in the execution of this dangerous commitlon, but there was no 
remedy ; T£HMAS KHAN and MUSTAPHA KHAN *, prefed him to enter 
upon the office affigned him. ‘This old man, in the fulnefs of his heart, 
addrefiing himfelf to NIZAM AL MULUCK, who was then prefent, {poke 
to this effect: “ I have long forefeen the misfortune which has over- 
« taken us; I often reprefented to the emperor the danger of an ealy 
« fecurity, and defired him to fend a trufty embaflador with large pre- 
« fents into PERSIA, to divert the ftorm which was breaking out on that 
« fide. We might have appeafed the refentment of the suan, and lived 
« with him in friendfhip: but the courticrs would not litten to my ad- 
“ vice; they imagined that what I faid was only with a view to fome pri- 
« yate intereft ; and whilft they neglected to fecond my counfel, they pro- 
«© pofed no kind of expedient to avert the impending danger: at length, 
‘6 we fee to what a calamitous ifue things are reduced. For my own 
« part, had I been poffefied of money, I would have fent it all to KAN- 
« DAHAR, rather than have given any provocation to the sHAH to have 
‘© made fo extraordinary an expedition. However, we have now no re- 
« medy; we mutt raife the immenfe fum of twenty crores’, if the money 
« is to be found, which Gop only can tell whether it be poflible to raife 
« under the prefent diftreffed condition of the capital.”’ 


NIZAM AL MULUCK made no reply to this fpeech. In whatever degree 
he was anfwerable for the misfortune, he faw too plainly the miftake he had 
committed, as the fum demanded of himfelf was no lefs than one crore and 
a half”. He, together with the vizir and DEVRAN KHAN, had received one 
crore", which had been iffued out of the royal treafury for the military cheft, 
when they marched againft the PERSIANS : of the two former NADIR 
demanded an account of this fum; he alfo ordered them to fend to their 

refpective 

k This was the man to whom I was under fuch fingular obligation, in the camp Of NADIR SHAN 
in MARCH 1744. ! Twenty five millions of pounds, Thi» was the fum which nrza» 
AL MULUCK after the battle of Kannat had agreed to pay the san, exclufive of the jewels, poli, 


plate, and other rich goods belonging to the emperor and the lords of his court. M P e 
250,000 /. 
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1739. refpective governments for all the treafure, belonging either to them- 
{elves or the crown. 


NIZAM AL MULUCK reprefented, that when he left peccan, he efta- 
blifhed his fon as his deputy, giving him poffeffion of all his effeéts ; 
that all the world knew his fon had refufed to deliver up his govern- 
ment, and was no longer in his power; that Napir himfelf was only 
capable of reducing him and the rebellious princes of DECCAN. 


This anfwer, which was in fome degree true, ferved to divert the 
sHAH from purfuing a point in its nature hardly practicable. It was very 
plain he thought it unfafe to penetrate deeper into the country, left he 
fhould never get out of it again. KUMMIR O’DIN KHAN, the vizir, was 
treated with greater feverity. He endeavoured to elude the payment of 
the large contribution demanded of him; NADIR therefore caufed him 
to be expofed openly to the fun, which is reckoned a punifhment contu- 
melious as well as painful, and in that country dangerous to the health. 
At length, he extorted from him a whole crore of rupees °, befides a 
great value in precious {tones and elephants. His fecretary, who was alfo 
a man of fortune, was taxed in a large fum, and delivered to sirBULLIND 
KHAN, in order to be tortured if he did not pay it; however, he pre- 
vented this perfecution by a dofe of poifon. 


A fum of money was now iffued out of the treafury for the charge of 
fifty horfemen, who were ordered to march to BENGAL, with directions 
to the governor to fend feven crores of rupees’. The vAKEEL 4 of that 
kingdom, who was then prefent at DEHLIE, faid that fo much money 
would load a ftring of waggons to reach from thence to the capital. 
Being feverely beaten for his farcaf{m, he went home, and revenged him- 
felf by taking poifon together with his whole family. 


The 1npDIANs of diftinétion feem to have a great fenfibility of fuch in- 
dignities. The gentler treatment to which they had been accuftomed, 
gave 


è 1,250,000 /. P 8,750,000 4. I never heard that he received any mcney from thence, 
tho’ the province was alarmed. The riches of penuie feemed to All up the meafure of his avarice, 
great as it was. a The lieutenant governor. 
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gave them very different impreffions from what the rERSIANS received 
in the like circumftances. 


It is not eafy to conceive with what rigor thefe contributions were 
levied ; and what numbers deftroyed thcemfelves with their own hands, 
to be delivered from the tortures and punifhments with which they were 
threatened. No barbarities were left unpractifed: the tax impofed was 
ftri&tly exaéted, tho’ in the computation of the refpective abilities of the 
inhabitants, numerous miftakes were made; befides, as there were no 
purchafers of their effects, except the PERSIANS, hardly a quarter of 
their value was paid. The confequence of this was, that many left their 
effects and their families at the mercy of the PERSIANS, and made their 
efcape to ACBAR ABAD. Here the governor received them, determined 
to refift any of the flying parties who fhould appear in his diftri@t ; for 
which purpofe he appointed fix thoufand horfe to protect thofe who fled 
to him for fhelter. 


Mean while all the inhabitants of any confideration were obliged to 
declare under their hand-writing, what money and effeéts they were pof- 
fefled of; that if it fhould be afterwards found they had concealed any 
thing, they might be punifhed with the utmoft feverity ; and in this pro- 
cefs a fufpicion was often deemed a proof. 


The commiffioners appointed for the collection fat every day, from 
fun-rife till evening, during which time there was very little refpect 
fhewn to perfons. At length, about the middle of APRIL, the fum of 
four crores" was extorted from the merchants and common people. In 
the royal treafuries were found three crores* of money; but in the in- 
ward vaults, which had been fhut during many reigns, they difcovered a 
much larger value t. Nor muft we forget to mention the peacock throne, 
which was rich in jewels, and valued at a prodigious fum. The whole 
of the treafure amaffed upon this occafion, is eftimated as follows : 

Aaz2 Jewels 


T 5,000,000 /. * 3,750,000 /. t The different relations we have had of this 
extraordinary rapine, are for the moft part upon the marvelous; and feveral writers have fuffered 


their imaginations to travel much fafter than their judgment. The moft probable account values 
thefe 
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Crores, l. 
Jewels taken from the GREAT ais ji 


and the INDIAN lords 
The peacock throne, with nine others, 

alfo feveral weapons and utenfils ail 9° = 11,250,000 

garnifhed with precious {tones 


— 3 1,250,000 





Gold and filver plate, and money, which? ja E 37,500,000 

NADIR melted down into large ingots ps ald 
To thefe we may add the rich manufac- ES 

tures of many kinds à te iie 
Cannon, warlike {ftores, RR and 

other valuable commodities e er ziz a 








CHAP XV. 


Napir marries his fecond fon to the niece of MAHOMMED SHAH. The 
prefents be makes to that prince and the INDIAN lords. The GREAT 
MOGHOL’S ceffion of all the country on the weft of the 1npus. NADIR’S 
advice to that prince. He begins bis march from DEHLIE, and mufflers 
his army. Value of the damage done the INDIANS. 


HILST napirR was thus glutting himfelf with treafures, he 
affeéted to eftablifh a lafting friendfhip with the GREAT Mo- 
GHoL. With this view he demanded CAMBARCHE, the niece of that 
prince, in marriage for his fecond fon NEsR ALI MyRZa. Their nup- 
tials were accordingly confummated on the 27th of MARCH, with fome 
appearances of that fatisfaction which fuch alliances generally create in 


the 


thefe riches at feventy millions fterling. I could never come to the bottom of the matter In PER- 
sta. The persians talked only of heaps of treafure, and thoufands of camels, and mules loaded 
with gold and filver and precious ftones. Mr. FRAZER’s account, which I adopt, makes it feventy 
crores, which feems to be the highelt calculation that the nature of the thing will warrant; this is 
equal to cighty feven millions five hundred thoufand pounds of our money. Of this fwn, thirty 
feven millions five hundred thoufand pounds is computed in gold and filver. 
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the families of princes. MAHOMMED sHAI was in no circumftances to 
make his niece prefents fuitable to his own rank, or her condition; how- 
ever, he fent her fifty thoufand rupees in money”, and as much in 
jewels. NNapvir himfelf added to thefe the value of five hundred thou- 
fand rupees in jewels ™. 


It might be prefumed that this alliance was calculated for political 
ends, either to preferve his authority over the INDIANS, or to retain {fome 
part of his conqueft by right of dowry to the young princefs: but this 
was not the cafe. Napik knew that he could not fupport his fovereignty 
over fo vaft a country, and govern a people fo different in manners, tho’ 
of a genius milder and more tractable than the PERsIANs*, by any au- 
thority but what was derived from the fword. So far then as fuch au- 
thority could be extended, he might reafonably hope to fupport his con- 
queft, and farther than this, alliances by marriage could be of no fignifi- 
cation. Befides, the marriages of MAHOMMEDAN princes, who take 
feveral wives, ought to be confidered in a different light from thofe of 
chriftian kings; tho’ it is a means fometimes ufed among them, as well 
as chriftians, to confolidate their friend{fhips. 


Perhaps NADIR took this occafion to make the firft mention of his 
defire that the province of caBuL, with all the country on the wettern 
banks of the 1npus, from the fort of arrox, fhould be yielded to him. 
And what difficulty could the trembling monarch of HINDOsTAN make, 
to abandon his right to thofe provinces, whilft he found himfelf in the 
hands of a conqueror, who confidered it as an act of clemency to grant 
him even his life ? 


During thefe tranfactions in DEHLIE, the PERs1ANs marauded for thirty 
or forty miles round the capital, plundering the villages, laying wafte the 
fields, and killing the inhabitants who refifted. Numbers of thefe were 
left without any provender for their cattle, which added greatly to their 


diftrefs. 
NADIR, 


* 6,250 /. w Five lacks, or 62,500 /. x The PERSIANS are polite 
and gentle in their deportment, and fubmiffive to their fuperiors ; but their talte for arms, and their 
scpugnance to be ruled by a tyrant and ufurper, has been proved futhciently. 
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Naprr, who was determined that due obedience fhould be paid to all 
his decrees, remembred that which related to the conformity of the 
scHIAS and suNNIs. The faft and repentance, in commemoration of the 
death of IMAM HASSAN, and IMAM HUSSEIN ’, falling out in the month 
of MARCH, he caufed it to be proclaimed, that no perfon whatever, either 
of his own army, or of the fubjects of the GREAT MOGHOL, fhould 
prefume to mention the words TAzIA* or MATIM*. This however 
did not hinder, but that fome of his own foldiers, in the camp without 
the city, beat their breafts, and made lamentations according to their 
former cuftom ; for which they were feverely punifhed. 


The f{cene was now drawing near a clofe: the grandeur of a great 
prince and a conqueror called on NADIR for fome aé€ts of generofity. 
Thofe 1np1An lords, who had been employed in ufing their influence 
and authority to collect the vaft treafures he had amafied, were intitled 
to fome regard, tho’ it were but a mark of honour. 


For thefe, forty-two prefents è were provided, confifting each of three, 
four, or five pieces of gold or filver ftuffs, according to their refpective 
ranks. ‘Thofe appointed for NIZAM AL MULUCK, SIRBULLIND KHAN, 
the great vizir, KUMMIR ODIN KHAN‘, and MAHOMMED KHAN BUN- 


GUSH, 

Y The two fons of art often mentioned. = Signifies mourning. * Death. 
b Thefe are called KHALAET, which properly fignifies perfect or accomplifhed ; a robe of honour 
given by the king. See Vol. III. page 43. © Signifies the moon of religion. They 


tell a remarkable ftory of this perfon, with relation to his fon BEDREDDIN KHAN, who difappeared 
at KARNAL, and it was reafonable to prefume fell in the field of battle. Soon after this time, the 
RAJAH Of Perver met a young man in the habit of a pervisu, whom he took to be BEDREDDIN 
KHAN, whofe perfon was well known to him. The rajan having a great friendfhip for the vizir, 
fent an exprefs to court, to inform that minifter of the joyful news that his fon was found. Inthe mean 
while, the young man was received by the rajan with the utmoft politenefs and affection, and cloath- 
ed in the richeft manner, agreeable to his fuppofed quality. The vizir was tranfported with joy at 
the news, and received the compliments of his friends upon this happy occafion. Orders were dif- 
patched immediately to the rajan, to fend the fuppofed fon to court ; a rich palankin was prepared, 
and mounted on an elephant, and the young man was conveyed with great pomp by five hundred 
horfe as far as ACBARABAD, where he was received with great marks of diftinction by the foldiers 
and domeftics, whom the vizir had fent to meet him. From thence he was conducted to the capi- 
tal. The young man was no fooner arrived there, than the vizir received him with open arms, and 
fhed over him the tears of joy and paternal affection : the refemblance was fo great, that the vizir 

I entertained 
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GUSH, an INDIAN general, who had alfo been of great fervice to the 
PERSIAN monarch, were much more confiderable, confifting of three 
rich veftments, a turbant, with a PERSIAN {abre and knife, the handles 
of which were mounted with gold, and enameled. This ceremony was 
performed on the firt of May, and all the omRAS were ordered to at- 
tend at the general divan, where MAHOMMED SHAH their own fovereign 
was prefent: they were alfo entertained with the morning’s repaft è. 


Upon this occafion, the GREAT MOGHOL himfelf received marks of 
the friendthip of the persian monarch, viz. a crown, a bracelet‘, a 
fillet f£, and a girdle richly fet with jewels. To thefe were added an en- 
amelled dagger *, and two fwords, the handles of which were fet with 
jewels. Napir sHAHn with his own hand placed the crown on the 
GREAT MOGHGL’s head, as if he meant to fignify, that to his arm the 
INDIAN monarch was indebted for his dominions. He alfo declared 
with an imperious air, which at once argued his contempt of the 1n- 
DIANS, and the moft lofty conceit of his own power, that if the lords of 
the court were omiflive in their duty, he would call them to fevere ac- 
count; that they ought to confider him always as near, fince he could 
be with them in forty days from KANDAHAR. 


Whether 


entertained not the leaf jealoufy, but imagined his fuppofed fon jefted, when he declared in the 
fame manner he had done to the rajau, that he was not BEpRepDIN KHAN. The delufion was 
carried fo far, that he was introduced to the harram, and prefented to his fuppofed mother. His 
countenance, his ftature, his voice, and air, perfuaded this lady alfo that he was her fon; but as he 
ftill perfifted that he was not, her curiofity induced her to examine his body, as BEDREDDIN KHAN 
had a mark in a particular place. What pen can defcribe her forrow and confufion, when fhe dif- 
covered that he was not her fon! The indignity of a ftranger being brought to her apartment aggra- 
vated the misfortune ; whilft the young man complained of their incredulity, by compelling him to 
fubmit to fuch an extremity. Under thefe circumftances, the vizir offered to adopt him as his fon, 
and by that means at once wipe off the ftain, and enjoy fome part of the pleafures of a father, in 
the fociety of one who fo much refembled his real fon. But neither was this practicable, for the 
true father of this young man, who thought he had loft him, was no fooner informed of the adven- 
ture, than he reclaimed his fon, with the joy that is natural to a tender parent. a This 
we may call either breakfaft or dinner, as their cuftom is not to eat till about 11 o*clock, after which 
the PERs1AaNns Only eat once more in the day. See Vol. I. page 229. e Which 
the INDIANS call BAzOUBUND. f This they calla strpzacu, which is wore round the 
wurbant : perfons of great diftinction generally have them fet with precious ftones. & Which 
the INDIANS Call CUTTARRL 
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1739, Whether any particular ceremony was performed upon the MoGHoL’s 
yielding up the INDIAN dominions which NADIR claimed, does not ap- 
pear; but this feems to be the proper place to mention the extraordinary 
ceffion made to the persian king, which was as follows : 


« May Gop perpetuate the reign of NADIR SHAH, who is exalted as 
“ saruRN®, in glory like Mars‘, in pomp like ALEXANDER *, fove- 
« reign of the kings of the earth; the fhadow of the Almighty,- and 
“« the refuge of 1sL.am', whofe court is the heavens ™, 


« The minifters" of the fultan, who is merciful, and the emperor, 
<¢ who is auguft, formerly fent embaffadors to us to treat of certain de- 
« mands, with which it was our purpofe to comply. The embaflador 
“ MAHOMMED KHAN TURKUMAN, not long fince arrived here from 
‘¢ KANDAHAR to remind us thereof; but our minifters having delayed 
<< the embafflador, and poftponed anfwering the letters of his fublime 
‘© majefty, it at length produced fuch a mifunderftanding between us, 
« that his victorious army came into HINDOSTAN. We encountered in 
« the fields of KARNAL, where victory arofe in the eaft of his unde- 
‘¢ clining fortune. 


« As his fublime majefty is mighty as JUMSHEID °, the greateft of the 
‘¢ fURKUMANS, and the {ource of goodnefs as well as valour; relying 


on 
ħ SatTwuaRn is 87,000 miles diftant from the earth; hence, tho’ it appears fo fmall, aftronomers 
mention it as twenty times the diameter of the earth. The ring, which furrounds his middle like 
an arch, contains forty five diameters of the carth. How does the mind labour to reach the vaft 
expanfe ; yet is not this more to infinite {pace than a moment to eternity ! + There is alfo 
a comparifon made with mars, viz. “ impetuous as the god of war:” but this feems to be drop- 
ping the figure with regard to MARs as a planet. Being placed between juPiTER and the sux, 
it might imply power and glory. It is true, a more apt meaning might have been cloaked, if the 
INDIAN Or PERSIAN altrologers agreed with thole of EuroPE, with regard to the appearances of 
MARS, with a ruddy troubled light, fuppofed to be encompaffled with a cloudy atmofphere ; if 
they had dared under the notion of a panegyric to tell a bold truth. k Some writers 
have tranflated this, “** the fecond ALEXANDER ;” and from thence make many remarks on the 
fuppofed model which naprr followed, though his motives feem to have been very different from 
that of the crecran hero. ! By this is meant the true faith. m It is hard to 
fay which of thefe three compliments is the greateft bombaft, or the moft ill applied. ® As 
they often ufe the third perfon plural; when they fpeak of princes, they alfo exprefs an awful re- 
fpect, not by afcribing their actions to their minifters, but fubffituting the inftrument for the agent. 
© This was one of the antient kings of persia, remarkable for great power. 


5 
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on his honour, we had the fatisfaction of an interview, and enjoyed 
the unmixed delights of his heavenly company. After this we came 
together to SHAJEHAN ABAD ”?, where ail the jewels and treafures of the 
emperors of HINDOSTAN * were prefented to him: and, in compliance 
with our requeft, his fublime majefty was gracioufly pleafed to accept 
of fome of them. 


« But in regard to the illuftrious family of JURGHIN *, and the honour 
he profeffes for the original tree of TURKAN®*, out of the greatnefs of 
his foul, and the overflowings of his humanity, he has been pleafed 
to reftore to us the crown and gem of HINDOSTAN. 


« In confideration of this aét of generofity, which no father has ever 
thewn to a fon, nor any brother to a brother, we make over to him 
all the countries to the weft of the river ATTOK*, and of that of 
sCIND*, and NALA SUNKRA ¥, which is a branch of the scinp. That 
is to fay, PEISHOR with its territories; the principality of CaBuL and 
GAZNA, HAZARIJAT, the mountainous refidences of the AFGHANS, 
with the caftles of BUCKHOR, SUNKOR *, and KHOUDABAD; the pafles, 
territories, and abodes of the TcHoUKIS and BALLOUCHES, with the 
whole province of TATA: alfo the caftle of Ram; the towns of 
CHUN, SUMAWALI, and KETRA, with all the caftles, towns, ports, 
villages, and open country, from the firft rife of the river ATTOK, 
with all the country comprehended within its branches, till it empties 
itfelf into the fea at NALA SUNKRA. 


«© Thefe we freely give up to the dominion of the powerful fovereign 
of PERSIA, and from hence forward our officers and fubjects fhall 
evacuate the fame, and refign the property and government to the PER- 

< SIAN 


P DEHLIE. 4 InpDIA. * This word is fometimes wrote GourRGAN ; but they 


both equally allude to TEMUR BEG Or TAMERLANE, Of whom the 1nD1aN emperors are defcended. 


s This alfo I underftand to allude to TAMERLANE. t I have already obferved that this is 


part of the 1NDUs. u Part of the country on the weft of the 1npvus often goes under this 
denomination, as well as the 1npvs it{clf. w This is fomectimes called NALE SENGURE, 
which feems to be the ifland between the inpws and what pg wists calls the river DIMTADE. 


x This is fometimes wrote SEKIR. 
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“ s1AN king, to be difpofed of at his pleafure. We renounce all our 
« sight to command, controul, or collect revenues, in any of thofe do- 
<< minions. But the caftle and town of LOHRE BENDER, with all the 
‘¢ country to the eaftward of the river artox, and of the waters of the 
SCIND, and NALA SUNKRA, fhall, as before, belong to the empire of 
€ HINDOSTAN. Dated at sHAJEHANABAD the fourth of MOHIRRIM, 
Tips. 


This acquifition of dominion was an object of no lefs confequence, 
than all the treafures of which NADIR robbed the MoGHOL, particularly 
the province of pEIsHoR; if we may judge from the great revenues which 
he drew from that conqueft: nor was there any other danger of his lofing 
it, than what naturally arofe from the circumftances of his own govern- 
ment. The feat of the PERSIAN empire, which he had eftablifhed in 
KHORASAN, was alfo calculated for the fupport of his conqueft, had pro- 
vidence permitted him to eftablifth by the arts of peace, what he had 
thus acquired by the fword. But as the GREAT MOGHOL became a prey 
to NADIR by the fault of too great gentlenefs; fo NADIR’s excefs of fe- 
verity neceflarily rendered him odious, and confequently haftened his fall 
with a more prodigious ruin. 


NADIR had now returned the INDIAN diadem to the legal poffefior, 
feemingly with a much greater indifference, than ALEXANDER reftored 
to poRus, the kingdom which he had conquered from him, with an ad- 
ditional territory. JMAHOMMED SHAH was not indeed an object of jea- 
loufy, as he feemed no ways inclined to war, or to commence any 
future conteft: whereas porus fignalized himfelf in military atchiev- 
ments. ALEXANDER indeed abandoned 1np1a entirely ; probably becaufe 
he could not keep it, and therefore can claim the lefs merit: NADIR re- 
tained a confiderable fhare of his conqueft, on a prefumption that he 
could keep it. Shall we fay that honour or generofity was concerned in 
either cafe? Little more than what arifes from the virtue which is paffive, 
becaufe there is no temptation or inclination to offend. 


NADIR 


$ Deistre, the 2d of APRIL, 1739: 
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Napır being now prepared to march back into his own country, 
took occafion to give a leflon of advice to the GREAT MOGHOL ; and 
under the cloak of friendfhip, to recommend fuch a conduct as tended 
moft to the fecurity of the new conqueft, which had been juft yielded 
to him, It is faid he {poke to this effect : “ You ought by all means to 
«© take poffeffion of the lands afligned for the fupport of your governors”, 
‘© and pay each of them their appointments with ready money out of 
« your treafuries. Let none of them keep any forces of their own: you 
‘¢ will then have the lefs occafion for a numerous ftanding army; how- 
« ever, you ought to fupport a body of fixty thoufand choice cavalry, 
«© at the annual expence of fixty rupees * each. Every ten men ought to 
e have one corporal t, every ten corporals one captain °, and every ten cap- 
« tains one commander of athoufand*. Acquaint yourfelf with the coun- 
« try, family, and name of all your officers, with their re{pective merits and 
« inclinations. Never fuffer either them or the common foldiers to be idle 
« orinaétive. When occafion requires, detach a fufficient number of your 
« troops under the command of a brave, faithful, and experienced offi- 
« cer; but when he has executed his bufinefs, recall him. By this 
« means you will have the lefS to fear, with regard to the confequences 


‘© of too great a power. 


« As to the great officers of your court, be careful in your choice of 
« them, and do not prefer thofe who are artful, ambitious, or felf- 
« interefted. Were I to chufe them, they would fhew you very lit- 
« tle refpet in my abfence; but you may depend, if any of them 
« prove rebellious, I will fend to chaftife them. If neceflary, I can be 
« with you myfelf in forty days from KANDAHAR °, and never reckon 
me far off.” 


This advice feemed to be in fome meafure agreeable to NADIR’S OWN 
maxims of government ; tho’ the frontiers which he had to guard required 
Bb 2 {o 


z Thefe are called yacuirs, or lands appointed for payment of the fallaries of the refpective go- 
vernors, which naturally gives them a kind of fovereignty, by collecting the taxes, and converting 
them to their own ufe. The advice here feems to be very jutt. s Sixty rupees, or 7 /. 105. 
is but 30 crowns of PERSIA, whereas NADIR’s foldiers cof him 100 crowns, including officers. But 
fervitude is cheaper in INDIA. b DEH-BASHI. © SuDIVAL. d HAZARRTI, 
fometimes called MIMBASHI. ¢ The diftance is computed between 7 and 8co miles. 
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1739. fo many forces, that he was often obliged to employ fuch commanders as 


he had foon reafon to diftruft. He recommended to sIRBULLIND KHAN, 
NIZAM AL MULUCK, and other omras belonging to the court of 
MAHOMMED SHAH, to be faithful to their mafter ; telling them, that a 
religious adherence to their duty to their own fovereign, would be their 
beft fecurity again{ft his refentment. 


The 4th of may he iffued out orders for his army to march, and procla- 
mation was made, that no fubject of MAHOMMED SHAH fhould prefume, 
under pain of death, to conceal any one belonging to his army. He alfo 
gave orders, that none of his officers or foldiers fhould carry with them 
any male or female flaves, except fuch as had been bought with money, 
and with the public confent of the parties; and that, even women law- 
fully married to them, fhould not be taken away without their confent. 
Some of the officers ufed the moft gentle entreaties, but none of the IN- 
DIAN women could be entirely prevailed on to leave their country ; NA- 
DIR therefore obliged thefe officers to fend back the few women who 
had accompanied them out of the city. ‘This rigor feemed to arife either 
from the regard which he always fhewed to the freedom of that fex, 
as far as MAHOMMEDAN principles allow; or from a fear left thefe wo- 
men fhould be a means of fupporting a correfpondence with the INDIANS, 
not confiftent with his fyftem of politics. 


As foon as he arrived at the gardens of SHALIMAR, he ordered a mufter 
of his army. Four hundred men being miifing, ftrict fearch was made 
after them ; of thefe, fixty were found and brought to the camp. Asa 
proof of the feverity of his difcipline, he caufed their heads to be cut 
off inftantly upon the field. This induced the INDIANS out of pure 
mercy to conceal the other deferters. 


NADIR carried with him a hundred and thirty writers, among whom were 
feveral who underftood the finances of the empire, of which he was parti- 
cularly defirous of acquiring an entire knowledge. He alfo obliged three 
hundred mafons and builders, two hundred {miths, two hundred carpenters, 


and one hundred ftone-cutters, to engage in his fervice, in order to go into 
PERSIA. 
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PERSIA. His intentions were to build a city after the model of DEHLIE, a 
draught of which he carried with him. This new city was propofed to 
be called NADIR ABAD‘; which at the fame time that it tranfmitted his 
own name to pofterity, might remain a monument of his conqueft in 
INDIA, and of his victory obtained over the GREAT MOGHOL. He allow- 
ed thefe artificers large pay, and provided them with horfes and other 
neceflaries for their journey: he alfo agreed, that after the expiration 
of three years, they fhould be at liberty to return home. However this 
defign might flatter his vanity, it was never carried into execution: part 
of thefe ınprans deferted before they reached LAHOR, and the continual 
wars in which he was afterwards engaged diverted the thought of this 
project, after his return into PERSIA, 


Befides the jewels, gold, filver, and other valuables already mentioned, 
he took with him near three hundred £ elephants, ten thoufand horfes, 
and as many camels, of which many were loaded with fpoil. Moft of 
the gold and filver was melted into large ingots, and flung over the backs 
of camels, horfes and mules. If we reckon one half part of the thirty 
crores ® already mentioned to be in gold, and the other in filver, ac- 
cording to the ordinary computation of loads, even for common journies in 
PERSIA, would require five thoufand feven hundred camels, and two thou- 
fand and fifty horfes and mules. The manufactures, furniture, and war- 
like weapons, it may be prefumed, would require a much greater number. 


It is computed that the houfes and goods deftroyed by fire, and the 
fields which were laid wafte, amounted to near twenty crores *; we may 
therefore reckon upon the whole, that this PERSIAN ravager fpoiled the 
INDIANS of above one hundred and twenty millions of pounds. 

As 


f The city of NADIR. = Some accounts fay he took a thoufand elephants, which 
feems to be much too great a number to have been collected, or to be of any ufe. Thefe animals 
indeed carry large burthens ; but except it be for artillery and fuch like ufes, camels, horfes, and 
mules, anfwer the purpofe better. ‘This is a long-lived animal, and yet I could never hear that 
there were fuch numbers in PERs1A; the number in the camp did not reach to thirty, and thofe 
which Napr fent into TURKEY and russia did not exceed twenty. » 37,500,000 /. 
i This review of the matter would tempt one to believe that the treafure was not of fuch impor- 
tance, though we may prefume that it was a larger fum than ever was collected in one treafury : 
nor is it of confequence, fince whatever it was, it is diffipated. k 25,300,000 /, 
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As to the number of fouls who were plunged into eternity upon this 
unhappy occafion, they are not reckoned lefs than two hundred thoufand ; 
of whom fell between LAHOR and KARNAL, in the battle, and a few 
days afterwards, forty thoufand; in the maflacre one hundred and ten 
thoufand ; in the villages, and thofe who died by famine, fifty thoufand. 
We will now leave the rnp1ans to repair by induftry and commerce, the 
havock created by their avaricious enemy, and follow Nap1R in his march. 





CHAP. XXVI. 


Napier continues his march from the gardens of SHALIMAR. An infiance 
of his vanity and avarice. His cruelty towards numbers of the peafants. 
Contribution of Lanor, His paffage over the CHANTROU odfiructed, 
He returns back towards LAHOR. Confederacy of the AFGHANS and 
INDIANS £0 oppofe his paffage through the defiles. He fetzes the plunder 
belonging to bis own foldiers. His march to PEISHOR. KHUDAYàR 
KHAN refufes to acknowledge the fovercignty of NADIR, and is reduced. 
NADIR purfues bis march to KANDAHAR. He fends bis treajures to 
KALAT, and conquers KHIEVA and BOKHARA. 


HE neceflary difpofitions being made, on the fixth of May 
NADIR purfued his march from the gardens of sHALIMAR, direct- 
ing his courfe to the plains of KARNAL, where the INDIANS firft owned 
him as their conqueror. According to the ordinary confequence of vaft 
pofleffions, the precautions he took, feemed to argue a greater in- 
quietude for the prefervation, than he had fhewn folicitude for the ac- 


guifition, of his riches. 


When he arrived on the plains of KARNAL, he fent for the chief* of 
the town of that name, and commanded him to build a village on the 
{pot he had incamped, and to call it by the name of FATEH ABAD ™: for 
this purpofe, it is faid, he gave him five thoufand rupecs. It is not im- 


probable, that an inclination to continue the memory of his victory, might 
induce 





ZEMIDAR., m Signifies the habitation ef victory. 
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induce him to be at this expence; but this fum of 600/. is fo very in- 
confiderable, that it plainly proves how ftrong the pafiion of avarice be- 
came in his breaft amidit fuch vaft riches. 


As the army was marching, the peafants watched thcir opportunities 
to plunder or kill the foldiers, who were fent out to provide neceffaries ; 
they alfo pillaged the exterior parts of the camp in the night, infomuch 
that the PERSIANS loft above a thoufand camels, horfes, and mules, be- 
fore they reached TANISEER. The snan, enraged at this behaviour, 
gave orders for plundering that town, and putting the inhabitants to the 
{word. Other towns and villages fu‘fered the fame fate: By this ftep he 
intended to terrify the people into compiiance, fince he could not by 
any other means engage them to fupply his army. 


As ZEKARIAH KHAN, the governor of LAHOR, had made his fubmif- 
fions to NADIR, when he paffied through the province of PENJAB in his 
way to DEHLIE; it was apprehended that the inhabitants had nothing 
to fear: but as foon as the KHAN heard of the mafflacre at DEHLIE, and 
of the feverity with which the contributions had been exacted in that 
city, he forefaw the ftorm that was gathering. Refolving therefore not 
to be taken at a difadvantage, he fummoned all the merchants, money- 
changers", and wealthy inhabitants, to bring in their quotas towards 
raifing a crore of rupees®. ‘This {um was deemed the utmoft which 


they could pay. 


Napir was no fooner arrived at the gardens of SHALIMAR, than he 
difpatched ABDUL BAKI KHAN, with a confiderable body of troops, to 
demand a large contribution of LAHOR ; and having paffed through SER- 
HIND, he was drawing near to the capital of the province, when ZEKA- 
RIAH KHAN went out to meet him. The crore of rupees was prefented, 
with the ftrongeft proteftation that this fum was the utmoft which the 
city could raife; that if it was his pleafure to pillage or to flaughter the 
inhabitants, they were unable to refift his forces, and therefore refigned 


to whatever fhould be determined. ABDUL BAKI KHAN had orders to 
demand 


a SERAFs. © 4,250,000 /, 
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demand a larger fum; but this juft reprefentation being made to the 
SHAH, the crore of rupees was accepted, and the PERSIAN army continued 
their march. 


When they arrived on the banks of the cHANTROw, the bridge of boats 
prepared for their paflage had been carried away by a fudden {welling of 
the waters; NADIR therefore direéted his march back, and entered the 
province of peENyAB. A body of horfe was difpatched to LAmor the 
capital, to demand provifions. ‘The inhabitants, who had hardly reco- 
vered from their dread of fire and {word, at the late approach of the 
PERSIAN army, and were impoverifhed by the contributions they had 
paid, now thought only of faving their lives by flight. ZEKARIAH 
KHAN was no fooner informed of the pannic with which the people 
were ftruck, than he went and threw himfelf at NapIR’s feet, and begged 
that he would not approach nearer the city, engaging at the fame time 
that the bridge fhould be repaired without delay : it was accordingly per- 
formed, and the army pafied over. 


Napir then directed his courfe towards REHNAS, a fortified city on 
the eaftern banks of the INDuUs near suvAT, a branch of that river. 
Thence advancing to ATTOK, he attempted to pafs the 1nDUs, into the 
dominions which had been lately yielded up to him. Here the want 
of a fufficient number of boats to form the bridge obliged him to halt: 
and this delay afforded time to the AFGHANS and the INDIANS, who 
inhabited the weftern fide of the river, to take up arms. The vaft booty 
which the persrAns had amaffed, was a temptation not to be refifted ; 
and they feemed refolved to try their fortune, if by uniting their forces 
they could feize fome part of the plunder. 


What their efforts would have produced, had they been carried into 
execution, it is not eafy to determine. The PERSIAN king certainly 
thought himfelf in danger, and chofe rather to negotiate for a free paf- 
fage, than run a hazard where there was nothing to gain. ‘The confide- 
ration of a vaft treafure, had rendered the fierce and intrepid NADIR, 
cautious and circumfpect. His mind, ever fertile in expedients, now 

7 fuggefted 





Chap. XXIV. NADIR SHAH. 201 


fugeefted to him to write to NACIR KHAN, the late governor of CABUL, 
whom he had left at PEISHOR, commanding him in the moft exprefs 
terms to ufe his intereft to difperfe the tribes, who were affembled in the 
mountains. The KHAN immediately fent for the chiefs of this confe- 
deracy, and perfuaded them to decline their enterprize, for which, ac- 
cording to his inftructions, he engaged to give them ten lacks of rupees”. 
However large this fum might appear upon another occafion, it was an 
object of very little confideration compared with the bulk of NADIR'’s 
treafure ; he therefore remitted this fum without delay, and purchafed a 
free pafiage °. 


In the mean time the bridge was preparing for his pafflage over the 
INDUS, when mefiengers arrived from the court of the GREAT MOGHOL, 
requefting in behalf of that prince the redemption of two rich feather- 
jewels, belonging to the head-drefs of the fultana. Upon this, orders 
were given for fearching the royal treafury, but no fuch jewels could be 
found. It was reafonable to prefume that they had been brought away from 
the INDIAN court, and of courfe they muft be in the poffeflion of fome 
officer or foldier in the army. This fuggefted to NADIR fufficient reafon 
to challenge all precious {tones as his property; accordingly he ordered 
ftriét fearch to be made, and that all fhould be brought into the treafury 
under penalty of death. Numbers of the foldiers, whofe paffion for gain 
was not perhaps inferior to that of their general, enraged to fee the fruits of 
fo long and perilous a march ravifhed from them, threw them into the IN- 
pus; and others concealed them in the earth: infomuch, that altho’ great 
quantities were colleéted, this extraordinary refolution it is believed coft 
fome millions of crowns value to PERsIA. ‘The jewels, plundered both by 
the private men and officers, muft have been very confiderable: the 
prefents and bribes which they received, amounted toa great fum, parti- 
cularly on the unhappy occafion of the maflacre of DEHLIE, when many 
of the 1NDIAN lords and perfons of diftinétion faved their lives by the 


mere force of their great riches. A great part of this, efpecially jewels 
which 


P 125,00 /. «a It is faid that other inhabitants of the mountains afterwards made the 
fame demand, which he refuted to comply with. 


VoL. IV. Cc 
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which could be eafily concealed, was not till then brought into the royal 
treafury *. The quantity of precious ftones, delivered up to NADIR 
upon this occafion, amounted to a great value; but neither of the jewels 
in queftion appeared till a confiderable time after, when one of them 
was found among the fequeftered effects of a general officer, who was 
put to death ; the other never appeared. 


It is amazing to confider the afcendency which NADIR had acquired over 
his army, and that fuch a ftep as this did not produce a revolt; but his 
addrefs in fowing the feeds of jealoufy and diftruft among them was fuch, 
that they were afraid of each other; and this ever proved his beft fecu- 
rity. Numbers of them might now be more inclined to defert, than to 
give up their valuable plunder; yet the circumftances they were in, with 
regard to an enemy’s country, was an infuperable obftacle to their taking 
fuch a ftep. 


After paffing the 1npus, he directed his march to PEISHOR, where 
he halted for fome days: he left a PERSIAN general, with a confiderable 
body of forces, but confirmed NACIR KHAN in the government of that 
province, and conferred feveral honours on him, in acknowledgment of 
his great fervices. From thence, continuing his rout towards CABUL, he 
detached ABDUL BAKI KHAN, with five thoufand horfe, to receive ho- 
mage from KHUDAYAR KHAN, governor of PEKIER*. ‘This KHAN had 
refufed to pay homage to NADIR, now fovereign of that country; and 
collected a confiderable body of forces to oppofe the PERSIAN army. 
Finding that his late mafter the GREAT MOGHOL had not been able to 


{upport him, he refolved to try if he could obtain an independent fove- 
reignty. 


ABDUL 


* See Vol. I. page 255. for the quantity of large ftones on horfe furniture. > I was told 
in PERSIA, that he took from the foldiers all their money alfo, except one hundred crowns ; fome 
accounts mention two hundred and fifty crowns; but I have fome difficulty in believing either. As 
to jewels, they would be fubject to difcovery in the fale of them, which would not have been the 
cafe with money. * This country is to the fouth of casnut on the ıNpus, bordering upon 
MULTAN: I do not find it laid down by pe utste. There are feveral forts and ftrong places in it, 


fuch as LOUHERI, SEKIER, and TEK1ER. The people of this country are partly MAHOMMEDANS, 
and partly PAGANS. 
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ABDUL BAKI KHAN foon arrived on the frontiers of this country, 
but was in no fituation to reduce KHUDAYAR KHAN by force. He 
therefore fent to acquaint this rvp1An lord of his arrival, and at the 
fame time to advife him to make a ready fubmiffion. This offer being 
rejected with contempt, ABDUL BAKI informed the sHAH of the cir- 
cumftances which he was in. NADIR being now near KANDAHAR, fent 
his treafures and heavy baggage under a numerous Convoy into that {trong 
fortrefs, and then directed his courfe fouth eaft through the country of 
HAZARIJAT. KHUDAYAR KHAN was no fooner informed of the march 
of the PERSIAN army, than he burnt a foreft, laid wafte the open coun- 
try, and ufed his endeavours to poifon the water. 


This proceeding caufed a new alarm in the MoGHOL’s territories : 
NADIR was no fooner informed of the defperate meafures which this 
INDIAN lord had taken to fupport himfelf, than he fent his commands 
to ZEKAR{AH KHAN, the governor of LAHOR, and alfo to his fon HAIAT 
ULLA KHAN, governor of MULTAN, to repair to his camp immediately, 
and to furnith his army with provifions. How great foever their reluc- 
tance, neceflity obliged them to pay a ready obedience to the fummons. 
ZEKARIAH KHAN was reputed an able politician: and this tafk now re- 
quired the exercife of his abilities; fince he had not only to provide 
the PERSIAN army with provifions, but alfo to obtain the fubmiffion 
of KHUDAYAR KHAN. The latter offered to make fuch prefents as his 
circumftances permitted, with condition that the PERSIAN army would 
purfue their rout to KANDAHAR, without making any irruption into his 
territories; otherwife he perfifted in his defiance. 


This was a language to which the victorious king of PERs1A was not 
accuftomed ; he therefore ordered zEKARIAH KHAN to bring to him 
thofe chiefs of the country who had fubmitted, as hoftages for the good 
behaviour of their people ; and at the fame time to conduct his army by 
a rout, where they might be properly fupported, in order to compel 
KHUDAYAR KHAN to furrender. 


Cc 2 AS 
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As foon as NADIR arrived in the neighbourhood of KHUDAABAD"”, the 
INDIAN chief retired with his riches to EMIR-KIOUT, a ftrong fort on 
the oppofite fide of the river HEST-NUD. ZEKARIAH KHAN renewed 
his entreaties in terms fo perfuafive, that at length affurance being fent 
that NADIR would pardon what was paft, and accept a moderate prefent, 
KHUDAYAR KHAN confented to fend his fon, and to make his fubmiffion. 
This young lord was very kindly received, and entertained in a fump- 
tuous manner, together with all his numerous attendance. In the mean 
while, NADIR ordered fome parties of his troops to take pofieffion of the 
boats in which the InDIANs came, and by favour of the night to repafs 
the river. This was performed fo well, that the InDIANs who guarded 
the fort of EMIR-KIOUT, taking them for the retinue of their KHAN’s 
fon, fuffered the PERSIANS to enter, and take poffeffion of it. The 
KHAN had time to make his efcape, but at length thought proper to ca- 


pitulate, and give up all his riches. 


The news of this affair having reached the MOGHOL’s court, a report 
prevailed, as if the infatiable avarice of NADIR was bringing him a fecond 
time into the INDIAN territories; thefe apprehenfions alarmed the whole 
country, and occafioned a great confternation. Several of the princes“ 
who commanded in the mountains, formed a confederacy to oppofe his 
paflage ; and his not invading their dominions, was imputed to the great 
preparations made to oppofe him. 


It is very hard to believe, that a canine appetite for gold fhould fo far 
efface all fentiments of honour and clemency in the mind of NADIR, as 
to induce him to commit fo flagrant a violation of the treaty lately con- 
cluded with the MoGuHoL, and to obliterate the remembrance of his 
being a king, by an act fo unworthy. The power derived from force 
only, can be no fecurity, when princes throw off even the mafk of juftice, 
and as it were declare war againft the rational fpecies. Whatever fuf] pi- 


cion he might lie under on this occafion, he gave great proofs of efteem 
for 


this city ; the country to the weft of the inpus, towards the 


u We are left entirely to feek for 
w RAJABS. 


iNDIAN fea, feems to be very little known to the map-makers. 
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for ZEKARIAH KHAN, by making him feveral prefents, and fending him 
to DEHLIE with a number of fine horfes for MAHOMMED SHAH., The 
INDIANS were foon after delivered from their fears, by the joyful news 
that the PERSIAN army was paft KANDAHAR. 


We have already obferved, that whilft NADIR was in KANDAHAR, 
his fon, RIZA KOULI MYRZA, had made an incurfion as far as BALKH, 
which fubmitted to him; but he was not able to {ubdue the ousBEG 
TARTARS Of KHIEVA and BOKHARA *, who, during the troubles in the 
PERSIAN empire, had made frequent inroads into KHORASAN, and car- 
ried many thoufands of the inhabitants into flavery. Thefe people are 
remarkable for their vivacity and love of liberty. As they are for the 
moft part of the fect of the sunnis, they hate the PERSIANS; but the 
difference in religion has not occafioned fuch frequent contefts, as their 
neighbourhood and ftrong propenfity to rapine. KHORASAN had often 
fuffered by their depredations, nor had they been intirely quiet during 
the abfence of the PERSIAN army in INDIA. NAopiR had fome time be- 
fore fent embafiadors to the KHAN of KHIEVA, demanding the PERISANS, 
numbers of whom were detained in flavery in that country. But thefe 
TARTARS were intoxicated with their former fuccefs, and having en- 
joyed an uninterrupted fecurity for many years, feemed to have loft all 
fenfe of danger. Contrary to the laws of nations, which even in this 
country are deemed facred, with refpect to the reprefentatives of kings, 
they put the PERSIAN embaffadors to death; only one, the leaft con- 
fiderable in rank, was fent back to his mafter without his nofe and ears. 
Such a proceeding could not but incenfe the impetuous NADIR, and draw 


on the fire of his refentment. 


The occafion was now favourable for the reduction of thefe people. 
Napier having detached a large body of his troops from KANDAHAR 
to K£LAT with his treafures, took the rout through the kingdom of 
BALKH. He paffed the river amo, and arrived in the neighbourhood of 


BOKHARA about the beginning of ocroserR, with an army of near fifty 
thoufand 


x Some antiquaries are of opinion, that thefe people are the defeendant: of the tribe of ISRAEL, 
whom SALAMAZAR, king of ASSYRIA, fent into MEDIA. 
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thoufand men. The ouspec TARTARS who inhabit this city and its 
diftrict, fubmitted to him immediately. He fet at liberty the PERSIANS 
who had been detained in captivity, and inlifted about twelve thoufand of 
the inhabitants who were fit to bear arms; thefe ouspecs being efteem- 
ed the beft foldiers inrartary. In confequence of the ready fubmiffion 
of the KHAN of this country, NADIR invefted him with the government 
of all the territories of BOKHARA to the north of the amo, and alfo made 
very valuable prefents to him and his dependents. 


The KHAN of KHIEva had taken the field with about twenty thoufand 
men. He had hardly ever feen a more formidable army, and flattered 
himfelf with fuccefs: but as foon as he heard of the fuperior numbers of 
the PERSIANS, and that Napir himfelf was at their head, he retired 
with precipitation towards his capital. The persian king being in- 
formed of the fituation of the enemy, made fuch forced marches, that 
the ousBEcs were obliged to ftop at sHANKAY. Here the KHAN made a 
brave refiftance, but was at length obliged to furrender. Napir chal- 
lenged him with the murder of his embaffadors: he excufed bimfelf, al- 
ledging that- it was done by the oussecs without his knowicdge. To 
this the PERSIAN king replied; “ If you have not abilities to govern the 
“ few fubjects who inhabit your territories, you do not deferve to live ; 
« and for the affront fhewn me in the murder of my embafiadors, you 
« have no title to die like men; you fhall die like dogs.” He then or- 
dered the executioners to cut the throat of the kuan and about thirty of 
his chief attendants; a punifhment efteemed the moft ignominious among 
the pERsIANs. Upon the news of the fate of this KHAN, all the towns 
and villages furrendered except the capital. 


The inhabitants of kuH1EvA {hut their gates againft the conqueror, re- 
folving to oppofe him to the laft extremity. Several of them, who were 
apprehenfive of the confequences of fo rafh an enterprize, attempted to 
leave the town, and were put to death as deferters. The number of 
their PERSIAN {laves was fo great, that fome were cruelly put to death 
in cold blood, merely out of fear of their rifing, and the reft were im- 

prifoned 
¥ A city abont half a day’s journey to the eaftward of KHIEVA. 
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prifoned. The Sth of NOVEMBER NADIR SHAH incamped on the eaft 
fide of KHIEVA: he fent feveral meffages and demanded a parley, but 
the ousBEGs abfolutely refufed to grant it. The PERSIAN army therefore 
invefted the city, and planted eighteen cannon, and fixteen mortars”, at 
different places. They alfo raifed machines of wood, from whence they 
could fee over the walls: and after throwing up a breaft-work, to guard 
themfeves from the enemy’s fmall fhot, they attacked the town. Thefe 
TARTARS were yet poffefied of a few field-pieces, which they had taken 
from the unfortunate prince BecKAWwitTz*. On the 14th the sHAH or- 
dered the town to be battered in breach °. The engineers did their 
part fo well, that the inhabitants foon became fenfible of their rafhnefs. 
Several breaches being now made, and the ditch almoft filled, NADIR 
gave orders for ftorming: upon this the ousBEGs furrendered at difcre- 
tion. An inventory was taken of every thing in the city; and all the 
foreigners © were ordered to appear before the SHAH. 


The 28th of NOVEMBER NADIR marched from KHIEVA, taking with 
him near twenty thoufand pers1ans who had been in captivity, with eight 
thoufand ousBEGs as recruits. He left a governor of his own appointing, 

attended 


z Whether thefe had been carried into 1np1a is not faid; it may be rather prefumed they were 
brought from thence, as they had the conveniency of elephants, which bear very great burthens. 
It has been often faid that yapır carried heavy cannon with him into inp1a, by breaking them 
into pieces, and cafting them a-frefh when he had occafion for them; but this account favours too 
much of the marvellous. Befides thefe, the persans had many field-pieces, and very long {wivel 
cuns. The laft were fixed on pack-faddles, and carried by camels: thefe carried cartridge-fhot to 
a great diftance, and made great havock; I have already mentioned them under the name of har 
quebuffes. See Vol. III. page 107. a See account of this expedition, Vol. I. page 189. 

b Mr. ruomson and Mr. noce, mentioned inVol. I. page 345, 346. were in the town during this 
fiege, and weighed one of thefe balls; but I am inclined to think they were fired from mortars. 

c Among thefe were the two ENGLISH travellers above-mentioned. Naprr sHax enquired of 
them what their bufinefs was. Being informed they were merchants, he told them they were at 
liberty to trade through all his dominions; and if any wrong was done them, and they were not re- 
dreffed by his officers, they fhould apply to him; they were then difmifled, and a paffport was 
given them. Thefe perfons reported, that many, even of the meaner foldiers in the PERSIAN 
army, had cloaths of rich filk, and plenty of 1inpian money. The reader will obferve that the 
journal of thefe travel!crs, as mentioned in Vol, I. page 345. is faid to have been in 1740, but it 
ought to be 1739. 


a 
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7 32° 





a THE HISTORY OF Part IV. 


attended only by a few PERSIANS, as if he was fure of the obedience 
of thefe TARTARS, or thought them not worth an army to keep them 
awe. 
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CHAP, AAV. 


NADIR returns fo PERSIA. RIZA KOULI MYRZA murders SHAH T&HMAS, 
and makes an attempt againft his father’s life. Conduct of NADIR to- 
wards his fon. He arrives in the neighbourhood of ISFAHAN. 


ADIR having now conquered all his enemies on the eaftern fron- 

tiers of his dominions, prepared to return into PErsiIx.. His chief 
concern was the fecurity of his vaft treafure ; he thercfore marched to 
KALAT, which is a few days journey to the fouthward of MESCHED. 
Here he eftablithed a fufficient guard of his beft troops, and conferred 
the command on a brother of LUTF ALI KHAN. 





It has been already remarked, that the 4rf{t year of NADIR’s abfence 
had given his fon RIZA KOULI MYRZA fuch a taíte of power, that he 
exerted it in the moft wanton manner on feveral occafions, to opprefs 
the people, and to indulge his avarice*. We have alfo taken notice that 
his father, upon being informed of thefe arbitrary proceedings, thought 
proper to reftrain his authority. The beginning of this year a report 
prevailed at isFAHAN, that the PERSIAN army had been defeated in IN- 
DIA, and that NADIR SHAH was flain. His fon RIZA KOULI MYRZA rce- 
ceived this account with a feeming fatisfaction. In a real or affected per- 
fuafion that it was true, he in fome meafure aflumed the regal authority. 
He began, by caufing the unfortunate SHAH T#HMaAS to be put to death, 
together with all his family, who were prifoners at sEBsawarR. ‘The 
circumftances of the tragical end of this prince, feem to prove that 
NADIR was not diffatisfied with this action, and would hardly have 

called 


€ Among other particulars it is related of him, that in a vifit he received from the ARMENIAN 
patriarch, he demanded of this prieft his cap and crofier, which were fet with precious ftones, al- 
iedging that he had occafion fer them, for his father’s government, and the ufe of his army. 
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called his fon to any fevere account for it, had not the motive been an 
impatient defire of wearing the diadem himfelf. 


The perfon, employed in this regicide, was MAHOMMED HUSSEIN 
KHAN‘. He had been remarkably active in feizing this unfortunate 
prince ; and it is probable he was now fearful, that if NapiR had met 
with any misfortune, T#HMAs would be reftored again to the throne 
of his anceftors. ‘The murder was faid to have been committed after 
this manner: MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, under the pretence of friend- 
{fhip, reprefented to rmumas that his life was threatened, and therefore 
advifed him to retire either into TURKEY or RUSSIA, and that himfelf 
would facilitate his efcape. As foon as this prince was in his pofleffion, 
he reproached him with cowardice, told him he was unworthy to wear a 
crown, and at the fame time gave a fignal to his groom ‘ to kill him. 


Thus fell the laft of the defcendants of the famous ISMAEL SEFFIE, 
whofe race had filled the throne of PERsIA for near two hundred and 
fifty years. It has been feen how remarkable this prince was for a {feries 
of misfortunes, during the laft feventeen years. Providence feemed to 
have often interpofed for his deliverance; and tho’ neither his refolution 
nor abilities were extraordinary, yet in a lefs corrupt ftate he might 
have rendered his fubjects happy, and by fupporting his family, prevented 
that effufion of blood which has exhaufted PERSIA of its inhabitants, if 
not totally fubverted that antient monarchy. 


NADIR, though returning in triumph, loaded with fpoil, was now to 
fuffer one of the bittereft calamities. As if Providence had ordained it as 
a punifhment for his enormous offences, his eldeft fon RIZA KOULI 
MYRZA, for whom he had a paternal tendernefs, formed a confederacy 
with a few other perfons, to deprive his father of his life. For this 
purpofe he employed a certain AFGHAN foldier to fhoot the king, as he 
was returning from KÆLAT. 


It 


* This is the fame perfon with whom I had fuch particular conneétions at ASTRABAD. 
f The perfon who was put to death in the rebellion of asTraBap. See Vol. I. page zoa. 
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It has been already explained, in what manner the PERSIAN kings 
travel upon common occafions, detached from their army. The sHAH 
was arrived in a narrow pafs covered with wood, in the mountains which 
feparate the provinces of KHORASAN and ASTRABAD £, having with him 
only his women and eunuchs : here it was the intrepid AFGHAN dug 
a pit to conceal himfelf, from whence he might take his aim with the 
greater exactnefs. He fired his piece, and the bullet paffed under NADIR’s 
right arm, and fhot him in the left hand: the horfe alfo being wound?. 
ed in the neck, through pain or furprize fell. The AFGHAN was pre- 
paring to iffue from the wood, and finifh his bufinefs with his fabre; 
but the eunuchs, drawing their fabres to protect their mafter, rendered 
the accomplifhment of his purpofe impracticable. A confiderable reward 
was immediately offered for apprehending the affaffin, and a promife of 
pardon if he would difcover himfelf. Many of the inhabitants of the 
mountains were brought before the suan: {fome of them had offered 
fums of money to the foldiers to excufe their appearance. This was 
urged as a proof of their guilt, but NapIR commanded that they fhould 
be releafed, with this reflection: ‘*‘ Thefe people are innocent. The man 
« who has made fo daring an attempt on my life, muft be a perfon" of 
« diftinguifhed bravery, whofe courage is not inferior to my own.” 


It was not long a fecret, that the contriver of this affaffination was no 
lefs than his fon RIZA KOULI MYRZA, whofe manners we have already 
obferved had fo great a refemblance with thofe of his father. Riza KOULI 
being brought before NADIR, he intreated him to think of his crime, to 
afk pardon, and promife obedience. ‘' Confider,” fays he, “ I am your 
“ general, your fovereign, your friend, your father. Confider the duty 

ce you 


£ This pafs is fuppofed to be the fame through which aLexanpDeER purfued sBEssus the BAC- 
TRIAN traitor. h The difcovery of this affaffin was not made till above a year after- 
wards, when naprre recollecting a certain man who had often diftinguifhed himfelf in the field of 
battle, enquired after him; and being informed that this man had abfented himfelf at fuch a time, it 
immediately occurred to him that he mutt certainly be the perfon who had fhot at him. The syan 
therefore ordered that the man fhould be fought for, and brought before him. He was accord- 
ingly found in KANDAHAR, and conduéted to the camp, where he confeffed the faét. Napir faid 
to him, ‘‘ You are a very brave fellow ; but to prevent your taking fuch good aim, you muft lofe 
s your eyes.” 
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« you owe me in thefe feveral relations. Reflect on the {mall acknow- 1739. 


« ledgmenis which I require of you. You are in my power, but I 
«e would not have you perifh. Live, be happy, and a king, whenever 
« providence fhali take me from the earth.” He employed feveral of 
his principal officers to perfuade his fon to repentance, but RIZA KOULI 
was inflexible, and obftinately perfifted that he had done no wrong in 
attempting his father’s life. He told him to his face, ‘* You are a tyrant, 

and ought to die. 1 know the moft you can do is to kill me.” The 
afflicted NapiIr between rage and tendernefs faid, ‘** No: I will not take 
‘© your life, but I will make you an example to all the princes of the 
« earth ; I will cut out your eyes.” Riza KouLI, with a fiercenefs pe- 


es 


culiar to himfelf, replied, ‘“ Cut them out, and put them into. ...’. 


Neceflity thus obliged NADIR to deprive his darling fon of his fight, 
and himfelf of all hopes of making him his heir. The genius and in- 
trepidity of this young man had filled Napir with fanguine expecta- 
tions of continuing the diadem in his family, which indeed could hard- 
ly be expected by a fucceffor of lefs refolution than himfelf. Some days 
after this event, NADIR commanded that his fon fhould be brought be- 
fore him, and he enquired of him, yet with a mixture of paternal tender- 
nefs, concerning his health. The fon, ftill repugnant to every fentimert 
of filial affection, and not rendered lefs daring by his diftrefs, replied, 
« You have not blinded me fo much as you have blinded all PERSIA : 
« what the confequence muft be, time will difcover.”” It is remarka- 
ble, that NADIR never after permitted his fon to have any women, nor 


would he truft him in any place but under his own eye. 


In FEBRUARY this year, the saan arrived with his army in the neigh- 
bourhood of ISFAHAN. ‘The fatisfaction which the rersians felt upon 
his return, arofe chiefly from the hopes that his immenfe riches, the 
fruits of a three years campaign, would free them from the heavy bur- 
then of fupporting a numerous army: how ill grounded their expecta- 
tions were, we fhall foon have occafion to relate. 

Dd 2 FART 

i Tt muft be obferved, that the indecent mention of a woman of honour and diftinétion, is no lefs 
difrefp2atful in persia, than in the polite parts of EUROPE ; confequently it is the higheit indignity 
to mention in grofs terms the favourite wife of a king. 
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CHAP AAVIAL 


Reflections on the vanity of military exploits. Navir fends a pompous 
embaffy to RUSSIA, and another to TURKEY. Circumflances of the TURKS. 
Napvir’s demands on them. His war with the aRABIANS. His conduct 
towards the ARMENIAN patriarch. His project of introducing a new 
religion into PERSIA. He orders a tranflation of the evangelifis. Com- 
parifon of bis charatter, and that of AKBAR, formerly empercr of INDIA. 


1740. sh affliction which Napir muft naturally have felt from the 


misfortune which happened to his darling fon, gave place in 

fome meafure to the gratification of his vanity. It is reafon- 
able to prefume from the genius of this man, that more than half the 
joy of his triumphs would have been loft, but for the reflection of the 
figure he fhould make in the efteem of other princes. 


A€tions, truly heroic, like thofe of the deity, whofe beneficence we 
fhould ftrive to imitate, derive no real excellence from applaufe, being 
2 in 
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in themfelves invariably good. The natural greatnefs and rectitude of the 
foul can never be exprefied in actions deftructive to mankind: and what 
for the moft part are pompous triumphs, or the {poils of plundered pro- 
vinces, but fo many monuments of cruelty, ambition, or avarice? yet 
when our conduét will not bear the teft of reafon, our paflions prompt 
us to feek a vain applaufe, and {till we glory. 


What reflections NADIR might now make upon himfelf, are not ob- 
jects of our inftruction fo much, as thofe which we ought to make on 
him. As to his immenfe treafures, they ferved for little more than to 
enlarge his defire to fupport his tyrannical power, by the mere notion 
of his wealth ; and to render PERsIA more emphatically miferable. But 
notwithftanding his extreme avarice, he fent a magnificent embafly 
with prefents of great value to the RuUssIAN court, and another to the 
grand fignior. 


The embaffladors to the RussIAN emprefs were SAIDAR KHAN “, and 
HUSSEIN KHAN, with a retinue of two thoufand perfons, who convoyed 
ten elephants with feveral jewels and other rich prefents. SAIDAR KHAN 
died at KIsLAR, but HUSSEIN proceeded to ASTRACHAN, Where he was 
required to ftop, till proper orders were fent from court for his enter- 
tainment. Such embaffies gratify the pride of thofe princes by whom 
they are fent, but create a vaft expence’ to thofe who are to receive them. 
It was not till the end of ocroperR ™the next year, that the embafiador 
made his public entry into ST. PETERSBURG, Which was in {feveral 
refpects magnificent, tho’ part of the PERSIAN retinue made but a mean 
appearance. ‘The court was not wanting in fhewing this PERSIAN mini- 

{ter 


k This is the perfon mentioned in the Note, page 4, who died at ktstar. Fle was anold man, 
and reputed very brave, and a lover of juftice, but otherwife not tender of {pulling blood. I was 
told the following circumftance concerning him; he was once obferving that he wanted fomething to 
try his fabre ; upon which a very old man in the company, acknowledging that he had lived long 
enough, offered his neck: saipar took him at his word, and ftruck off his head. 2 It was 
faid, that this embaffador made a demand of no lefs than zco fheep, zooo pounds of rice, and other 
provifions in proportion for his daily fupport. m ‘The policy of princes in that part of 
the world, efpecially when things are in a precarious ftate, is often the caufe of thefe delays: fome 
time had been {pent in the adjuftment of the ceremonials, and in making provifion for fo numerous a 
retinue ; for not lefs than twelve or fifteen hundred perfons atiended this embaiiador to sr. 
PETERSBURG, 


174090. 


1740. 
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fter all the honour due to his rank. His bufinefs was to acquaint the 
fovereign of RUSSIA, of the great feats of his mafter in the conqueft of 
INDIA, and of the immenfe fpoil which he had brought from thence; a 
fpecimen of which he prefented to the RussiIAN emprefs, in the ele- 
phants®, jewels, and other valuables with which he was charged ; that 
his mafter had alfo reftored the INDIAN monarch to his dominions, and 
now offered his friendfhip to the fovereign of russia, with whom he 
was willing to enter into a defenfive and offenfive alliance °. 


We have already mentioned, that during his abfence in the late expe- 
dition, he fent embaffadors to the grand fignior, demanding a pafiport to 
travel through the orroMaN empire to MEccA. ‘The TURKISH mini- 
{try confidered this requeft as capricious, fince it could never be pre- 
fumed that fuch confent would be granted ; and if he meant to take the 
liberty of making that pilgrimage with an army; it would rather be 
with a view to plunder the place of its immenfe riches, than to offer 
up his prayers of thankfgiving for his fuccefles in iInp1aA. ‘The Turks 
were indeed afraid that he meant to feed his infatiable avarice with this 
precious morfel. What added to their terror, was the confideration of 
the extraordinary interpofition of providence in the peace which he had 
made with them, in confequence whereof he had employed his forces in 
fo diftant a country, and was coming home loaded with the fpoils of 
INDIA. It could hardly be expected that his military genius would fuffer 
him to be long idle: and looking on themfelves almoft as the only 
power againft whom he could turn his arms, they concluded a peace 
with the RUSSIANS and IMPERIALISTS, and made great preparations for 
marching an army into ASIA. 


Some time after NADIR {fent an envoy to acquaint the PORT, that not- 
withftanding they refufed him a paflage to Mecca, it was his intention 


^ There are feveral of thefe yet remaining M ST. PETERSBURG, Which, tho’ entirely ufelefs, are 
fupported for curiofity, and the honour of the fovereign. The ordinary food of thefe animals was 
rice, meal, and fuch like; but the russians have very judicioufly taught them to eat hay. 

e It was faid this embaffador demanded fhip-carpenters, which the russians refufed, objecting 
that they had none except foreigners, who were engaged to ferve them for a certain time, but that they 
had no power to fend them out of tneir country. The profecution of the defign which napir had 
formed of building fhips on the caspian fea, was the caufe of the early ruin of our CASPIAN 
trade. 
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to live in friendfhip with the grand fignior. The new embaffador, whom 
he charged with his compliments to the OTTOMAN emperor, carried 
feveral rich jewels, nine elephants, and a great number of camels, as a 
prefent: and according to the dignity he afflumed, and the fplendor of 
eaftern monarchs, his retinue was compofed of near two thoufand per- 
fons. As their motions were flow, they did not arrive till the begin- 
ning of the next year. The grand vizir received this embaflador with 
the utmoft demontftration of efteem ; however, when the purport of his 
commifiion was demanded, he feemed to be offended, declaring that 
he would communicate it only to the grand fignior in perfon. The 
TURKS foon found that NaviIr was no lefs arrogant in his propofals 
of the terms of friendfhip, than oftentatious of his riches, as appeared 
by the prodigality of his prefents; under thefe circumftances they were 
induced to watch the embaffador as a fecret enemy. 


NADIR again renewed his claim to all the provinces and cities which 
in antient times belonged to the crown of rersia; and infifted that the 
TURKS ought to pay the expence of the late war, or yield fome pro- 
vinces as an equivalent. ‘Thefe demands appeared tothe TURKS imperious 
and exorbitant, and they concluded that the sHan of Persia meant only 
to find a pretext to break with them. As the late wars had exhaufted 
their treafuries, and the army was in arrears, orders were fent to the 
BASHAS in all their refpective governments, to collect the taxes, and re- 
mit them immediately to court. 


In the mean while NADIR employed himfelf in reducing the ARA- 
BIAN rebels”, who had revolted during his abfence: the ousBEecs of 
KHIEVA had alfo taken up arms, and deftroyed the PERSIAN KHAN who 
had been appointed their governor, together with all the native fubjects 
of PERSIA, Whom NADIR had left in that city. The ARAL TARTARS 
made inroads, and involved that country in great diftr:ction, fo thas 
all communication was cut off, and preparations were made to attack 
them afrefh. For this purpofe NapiR marched with a numerous 
body of forces to TZ£HIRAN, in order to defend the province of KHO- 

3 RASAN, 


The Hou Les. 


174.0. 


1740. 
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RASAN, in cafe it fhould be invaded, or to fend detachments againft the 
OUSBEGS °. 

We have already feen in what manner he acted as to the affair of re- 
ligion. ‘The beginning of this year, a difpute happened between the 
ARMENIAN patriarch, and fome RomisH miffionaries. ‘The matter be- 
ing neceffarily referred to NADIR, he fined the patriarch twenty-four 
thoufand crowns, alledging that priefts had no occafion for riches; that 
they only ferved to perplex the mind, and take it off from purfuits of a 
religious nature; but as to himfelf, the fupport of his army rendered 
money very neceflary. 

It will not appear a fubje&t of furprize, that a prince who had the cou- 
rage to appropriate to himfelf by an arbitrary act all the revenues of the 
clergy of the national religion, fhould tax the chief of his fubjects of a dif- 
ferent perfuafion. We find him indeed often aiming to confound the 
diftin€tions of the religions already profefled by his people, as if he meant 
to introduce one of his own contriving. Abcut this time he ordered a 
fumptuous maufoleum to be built at MESCHED, in which he propofed to 
have his body laid: towards this no coft was fpared; the jafper tomb 
in which TAMERLANE was laid at BALKH * was brought from thence at 
a great charge; however, as it did not fuit the place, he returned it to 
its antient manfion. It is remarkable that this maufoleum was ereéted 
intirely by chriftians ; at the fame time as he caufed an ARMENIAN church 
to be built by his MAHOMMEDAN {ubjects. 


To attempt any defperate invafion of the liberties of mankind, no 
method feems to be more effectual than that of depreciating or fub- 
verting the eftablifhed religion of a country’. The fubject of religion 
will ever be of the higheft moment to mankind ; fince it is only another 
word to exprefs the belief of the being of a Gop, and the immortality 


of the foul; but at the fame time that it has taken root in the hearts, 
and 
a It may be prefumed that he fent frefh forces againft thefe TART ars, for he had a free com- 
munication with them in 1744, and was fupplied with recruits from KHIEVA and BOKHARA. 
r It is thought by fome that the remains of this Tartar hero were depofited at sAMARCAND, 
which might be the cafe originally, and upon the decay of that place the tomb be brought to BALKH- 
< With fome exceptions however. The people of Great BRITAIN owe their liberty, in a great 
meaiure, to the reformation. 
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and influences the conduct of one part of mankind, it has ferved as a 
political engine, or the inftrument of temporal advantages to thofe 
who are vulgarly faid to have no religion. PErsīa was once chofen 
as a more peculiar fcene, where the Almighty manifefted his power in a 
very fingular manner ; but many ages have paít fince the fubftance of re- 
ligion feems to have been changed for the fhadow. We find, however, 
a remarkable aptitude in the Persians to the belief of things relating 
to a future {tate. 


Napir took frequent occafion to mention the feats of ALI in terms of 
contempt; arraigning his conduét, as a foldier, for leading his army into 
the deferts of ARABIA, where numbers perifhed for want of water. ‘* And 
why,” {ays he, addrefling himfelf to the people, ‘‘ inftead of praying to ALI 
“ do you not call on Gop.*”? In his religious {chemes he appeared to 
have a complicated motive: he fought to amufe his people, and at the 
fame time to increafe his fame, by eftablithing a new faith, after the 
manner of his predecefflors. As he had deftroyed the sEFFiE family, 
which had been eftablifhed on the throne of persza on a principle of 
piety and faith; fo he feemed defirous to be the original of a new race of 
kings, on the bafis of new tenets in religion. ‘This motive was fo pecu- 
liarly adapted to the genius of the Persians, that we may naturally con- 


clude he expected to derive from hence a fecurity to himfelf and his 
family. 


Towards the clofe of this year, he caufed a tranflation of the four 
evangelifts to be made into Persic. It feemed, however, from the man- 
ner in which he condućted this bufinefs, to be more the effe@ of caprice, 
than of any fteady and confiftent plan. The affair was put under the 
direction of MYRZA MEHTIE, a man of fome learning, who being vetted 
with a proper authority for the purpofe, fummoned feveral ARMENIAN 
bifhops and priefts, together with divers miflionaries of the ROMISH 


church, and PERSIAN MULLAHS, to meet him at ISFAHAN. As to the 


latter, 


* ALLAH is the name they give the deity. It is remarkable, t!:at the TARTARS when they be- 
lieve themiclves to be dying, repeat this word, * aLLan, ALLAH,” continually, : 


cation, till they wafte their fpirits, and expire. 
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latter, they could not be gainers; fince the change, if any took place, 
was to be in prejudice of MAHOMMEDANISM. Befides, NADIR’s conduct 
towards them had been fevere to an extreme, and unprecedented; many 
oï them therefore gave MYRZA MEHTIE large bribes to excufe their ap- 
pearance. 


Among the chriftians fummoned on this occafion, only one ROMISH 
prieft, born in persia, was a fufficient mafter of the language, to enter 
upon a work of fo critical a nature. As to the ARMENIANS, tho’ they 
are born fubjeéts to persia, and intermixed with the inhabitants, yet 
there are very few of them who underftand the language fundamentally. 
It was natural to expect, that MyRZA MEHTIE and the PERSIAN MULLAHS, 
would be more follicitous how to pleafe NADIR, and fupport the credit 
of MAHOMMEDANISM, than to diveft themfelves of prejudices, and be- 
come matters of fo important a fubje&t. This tranflation was drefied up 
with all the gloffes which the fables and perplexities of the khoran could 
warrant; their chief guide was an antient ARABIC and PERSIAN tranfla- 
tion. Father DES VIGNES, a FRENCH miflionary, was alfo employed in 
this work, in which he made ufe of the vulgate edition. They were 
but fix months in compleating this tranflation, and tranfcribing feveral 
fair copies of it. 


In may following, MYRZA MEHTIE, with the PERSIAN MULLAHS, and 
fome of the chriftian priefts, fet out from ISFAHAN for the PERSIAN court, 
which was then held in the incampment near TÆHIRAN. NADIR received 
them with fome marks of civility, and had a curfory view of the perfor- 
mance. Some part of it was read to him; on which occafion he made 
feveral ludicrous remarks on the myfterious part of the chriftian religion ; 
at the fame time he laughed at the yews, and turned MAHOMMED and ALI 
equally into ridicule. Under fuch circumitances, it was impoffible this 
performance fhould produce any good effect. He obferved that the 
evangelifts did not agree in their accounts, more than the MAHOMMEDAN 
and chriftian pricfts; therefore he muft remain under the fame difficulty 
that he was in before: that out of both, if it pleafed Gop to give him 
health, he would engage to make a religion much better than any which 

had 
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had been yet practifed by mankind ; with feveral other vague reflexions 
of the like nature. He then difmiffed thefe church-men and tranflators 
with fome fmall prefents, not equal in value to the expence of their 
journey. 


It feems as if NADIR had his religion to feek; but this project, under 
the prefent {tate of affairs, and confidering the paflion he had for military 
atchlevements, was very ridiculous, and by no means agreeable to that 
ferioufmefs with which ORIENTAL princes are generally inclined to treat 
this important fubject. What exalted notions ought not the contemplation 
of the chriftian religion to infpire in us, when we obferve the cruelty and 
extravagant principles of government, which generally prevail at the courts 
of MAHOMMEDAN princes! In how thining a light do thofe appear, 
whofe hearts are warmed with a generous defire of acting up to the dig- 
nity peculiar to the chriftian religion! Nor ought it to be objected, that 
avarice and ambition have often involved the chriftian world in diftrefs ; 
when we have fuch irrefiftible proof of thofe proceedings being diame- 
trically oppofite to the principles of chriftianity. 


To fet the different characters of two eaftern princes in contraft with each 
other, we fhall in the note here fubjoined give a letter, wrote by JILAL O’DIN* 
MAHOMMED AKBAR, emperor of HINDOSTAN, to the king of PORTUGAL 
in 1582. This letter” feems to exhibit a remarkable proof, how the fame 

freedom 

t The aggrandizer of religion ; a title which he prefixed to his name when he mounted the throne. 

u «© GLORY eternal to the true king, whofe dominions are fafe from decay, and whofe kingdom 
‘* is everlafting. ‘The extent of the heavens, and the boundaries of the earth, are but minute parts of 
“ his creation; and infinite fpace but a {mall point of his produétions *. He has regulated the order 
‘ of the univerfe, and the government of the fons of apam, by the underftanding of kings, who 
« exercife jultice. By his decrees, the ties of love, and bonds of affection, are fattened ; and he has 
« implanted in the various beings and creatures of his workmanfhip, the paflion of inclination and 
<< union, with a mutual tendency to fociety : and praifes without end are due to the fouls of prophets 
« and apoftles, who walked in the paths of righteoufnefs, and directed the way to obtain everlaiting 
“© felicity. 

«© Thofe who have improved their underftandings, and ftudied the laws of nature, know, that 
e this terreftrial world, is but a mirror of the fpiritual one; and that nothing is more defireable than 
« love, or more facred than friendfhip, inafmuch as the œconomy and good order of the worid is 
“« owing to afiection, and the harmony of minds. For wherever the iun of love fhincth on the 

Eez é: heart, 

* The rranom™MeEnANs, according to the ftile of the eaftern languages, of which our fcriptures are in molt 

purts a remarkable fpecimen, begin their letters, and moft cf their other writings, with the praites OF Gop. 
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freedom of fentiment may operate either on the virtuous or on the vicious 
fide. The emperor AĶBAR, tho’ not fo great a warrior, had as liberal a 
mind, 


«« heart, it clears the foul from the darknefs of mortality. How ought thefe qualities to be diligently 
“« fought by princes, whofe friendly correfpondence is the caufe of happinefs to the world, and to 
« the inhabitants thereof ! For this reafon it has been my eonftant and earneft endeavour, to ftrengthen 
ê the ties of friendfhip, and the bonds of union, among the creatures of the Almighty ; efpecially 
« among kings, whom Gop by his favour has fo highly exalted, and fo peculiarly diftinguifhece from 
** the reft of mankind. 


« Your royal majefty, who is endowed with intellectual knowledge, and fupports the ordinances 
« of jesus, ftands in no need of praife or defcription. Our neighbourhood * with your renowned 
“« majefty, renders our friendfhip and alliance indifpenfably neceflary ; but as a perfonal conference is 
‘* not pratticable, the want thereof muft be fupplied by embaffies, and mutual correfpondencies, that 
« our affairs, and the defires of our hearts, may be manifefted to each other. 


«© Your majefty knows, that philofophers and divines, in all nations, and in all ages, concerning 
« the vifible and intelle@ual world, agree, that the former ought not to be of any confideration, 
« compared with the latter: yet even the wife men of thefe times, and the great ones of all nations, 
«* labour and tail to acquire the perifhing things of this vifionary ftate; and confume the greateft 
‘s part of their lives, and their choiceft hours, in procuring material delights, be.ng {wallowed up, 
« and diffolved in fleeting pleafures, and tranfitory joys. Notwithftanding thefe obftructions, and 
« the extenfive bufinefs of my government, the moft high Gop, through his eternal favour and per- 
«« petual grace, has inclined my heart always to feck him. And as he has fubjeéted the dominions 
‘¢ of many powerful princes to me, I endeavour to govern them with underitanding. All my fub- 
“ jets are happy ; for his will, and my duty to him, is the end of all my defires and aétions, 


« Mankind are for the mof part chained with the bonds of fafhion and conftraint, regarding the 
‘«* cuftoms of their forefathers, or their cotemporaries and relations; and without examining the ar- 
‘¢ guments or reafons for it, give an implicit affent to that religion in which they have been brought 
‘< op: thus depriving themfelves of the means of difcovering the truth, which is the bufinefs and 
« end of reafon. For my own part, I fometimes converfe with the learned of all religions +, and 
“« profit by their refpective difcourfes. But as the veil of language interpofes, it is expedient that 
‘* you fend unto me fuch a perfon as can diftinétly relate and explain his faith. It has already reached 
‘« my fortunate ears, that the heavenly books f, the Pentateuch, the Pfalms, and Gofpels, are tran- 
« flated into aRaBic and persic. Should a tranflation of thefe, or any other books of general 
ʻ« ufe and advantage, be procurable in your country, let them be fent to me. 


«© For a further confirmation of our friendfhip, and to fecure the foundation of affection and unity, 
« I have fent my trufty friend, the learned and honourable seyp mMAzurFFeR, whom I have parti- 
«« cularly favoured and diftinguifhed: he will perfonally communicate to you feveral matters, in which 
«¢ you may confide. Always keep open the doors of embafly and correfpondence ; and peace be to 
‘* him who follows the guide. Written in the month r1isBr avar ọgọ ||.” 


® Alludes to the poffeffions which the por TuGuese had at that time in INDIA. + He was fond of the 
BRACHMINS Or INDIAN prieits, for which ABDALLAH KHAN, chicf of the TARTARs at that time, complained 
much in his letters to him. t Among thefe are reckoned the fcriptures of the chriflians by fome MAHOM- 
mEDANsS, who obje& only that we have corrupted the gofpel ; whil{t others pretend, that when the khoran was 
brought on the earth, the gofpel was taken into heaven, | APRIL 1582, 
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mind, as NADIR SHAH. If we may believe this letter was dictated by 
the heart, how different were the objects that engaged their attention! 
The one confulted the arts of peace to render his fubjects happy ; the other 
delighted oniy in war; and we fee what calamities attended it. 





CHAP. AALA. 


Revolt of the Muntisixs from the TURKISH government. Short defcription 
of them and their country. The city of BAssoRA under alarm from the 
ARABS. Conduct of ACHMED BASHA. Bassora threatened with a fiege 
by the PERSIANS. Napier marches againf the LESGEES; aud meets with 
feveral repulfes in DAGISTAN. The RUSSIANS alarmed at his approach. 
The LESGEES defire the protection of Russia. The PERSIANS make war 
with the ARABIANS, and are repulfed. Diftrefs of persia. Dangercus 
fituation of the TuRKs. They reduce the ARABIAN revels. Great pre- 


parations in PERSIA for a war. 


N the beginning of this year, the MUNTISIKs, with fome other tribes 

of ARABIANS, who had lately been under ACHMED BASHA, threw off 
the ruRKIsH yoke. Thcefe people generally encamp during the fummer 
feafon in the diftri& of Bassorna. The EUPHRATES, Which waters this 
country, renders it very agreeable, at the fame time that grain, vegetables, 
and pafturage, are in great abundance. It is remarkable that this, as 
well as the other tribes of the ARABIANS, appear to be a very different 
people in the field, from what they are in great cities. When they 
are aflociated with the neighbouring nations, they are gentle and polite; 
but when they take the field, the frefh air infpires them with different 
fentiments, and their expertnefs in the ufe of the lance and fabre, renders 
them fierce and intrepid. ‘Their fkill in horfemanfhip, and their capa- 
city of bearing the heat of their burning plains, gives them allo a fu- 
periority over their enemies; hence every petty chief in his own diftri@t 
confiders himfelf as a fovereign prince, and as fuch exaécts cuftoms from 


all paffengers, 
Their 
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Their conduct in this refpeét has often occafioned their being confider- 
ed in no better light than robbers, though many of them are hofpitable 
and generous, as well as brave and fober. ‘Towards thofe who afk their 
protection they are remarkably difinterefted : numbers of them are di- 
ftinguithed for their vivacity and penetration ; they have alfo a repu- 
tation for poetry and aftrology. They generally marry within their own 
tribe: their women are very chafte; indeed they make it death to be 
otherwife ; and there are feveral inftances of fathers killing their own 
daughters for incontinence ; yet for robbery or murder in the field they 
feldom punifh. The different tribes are often at war with each other, 
and the pillage acquired by this means is looked upon as an honourable 
poffeffion. When they plunder caravans travelling through their terri- 
tories, they confider it as reprifals on the TURKS and PERSIANS, who 
often make inroads into their country, and carry away their corn and 
their flocks. In this part of arasıra, anciently called caLD4&a™, is {el- 


dom feen either cloud or mitt. 


The jurifdiGtion of ACHMED BASHA had extended as far as the PER- 
staN gulph, and included Bassora. The orroMAN court being now 
jealous of ACHMED, this government was abridged, and confined to that 
of BAGDAT ; the revenues of the BAsHA were confequently decreafed one 
thoufand purfes*, which rendered him indifferent in regard to the pre- 
fervation of Bassora. This city had been for fome time under alarms, 
the muNTisiks threatening to pillage it; which indeed was practica- 
ble, had they made the attempt, the inhabitants being unprovided for a 
fiege. The commander exerted himfelf to put the place in a pofture of 
defence, and at the fame time wrote to ACHMED BASHA to come or fend 
troops to his affiftance. ‘The BAsHAa was then upon an expedition againft 
the KOURDS BILBAZ. As foon as he heard of the revolt of thefe ARA- 
BIANS, he returned to BAGDAT, and after collecting a body of forty thou- 


fand men, he marched to the relief of Bassora. 


To all human appearance ACHMED might have deftroyed thefe ara- 
BIANS; but after fome light {kirmifhes he returned to Bacpat. He had 
artfully 
w This is the country bordering on the government of sacpap northward from DASSORA. 
x Garrouches or purfes, each of soo dollars, at 4s. are equal to 1¢,000 /. 
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artfully fown divifions among the chiefs” of the ARABs, particularly the 
MUNTISIKS and BENILAMEs; by this means he became their arbitrator, 
and turned the {cale, infomuch that he appointed and depofed their chiefs, 
as he found it moft for his intereft: this was the reafon for his declin- 
ing to fight them. Befides, he thought it necefiary to return immediately 
to his government ; for he forefaw, that NADIR SHAN would attack the 
TURKS; and if he engaged himfelf at the head of an army out of his 
jurifdi&tion, the port might probably infift on his taking the command 
againft the pErsIANs, to which he was not the leaft inclined. He knew 
that by fuch means he fhould put himfelf in the power of the grand 
fignior, whofe good-will he had fome reafon to fufpect ; or at leaft that 
he fhould engage with an enemy, againft whom he apprehended he 
fhould make the beit defence within his walls. 


In the mean while the ARABAIN HOULEs continued to ac vigoroufly 
againft the Persians, who could not {fupport the war againft them for 
want of fhips. Thefe people made feveral defcents on the PERSIAN 
coaft, and carried off great numbers into flavery. The end of this 
year, NADIR fent an officer to require the delivery of his fubjects in BAs- 
sora, which was threatened with a fiege by the PERSIANS; whilft the 
coldnefS of ACHMED BASHA towards the TURKISH intereft, rendered him 
fufpected of holding a correfpondence with the PERSIAN king, and gave 
great occafion of alarm at CONSTANTINOPLE. 


There is a proverbial faying among the PERSIANS, “' If any PERSIAN 

“ king is a fool, let him march againft the LESGEES 5” by which is 
plainly underftood, that however potent an army may be, the fituation of 
the mountains of DAGISTAN is fuch, and the people are fo brave, that 
the fuccefs of an expedition againft them muft be very precarious. 
Napir, whom no PERSIAN king exceeded in vanity or ambition, deter- 
mined to try his fortune againft them. They had given him great of- 
fence upon feveral occafions, particularly by that incurfion during his 
abfence in INDIA, in which his brother 1BRAAIM KHAN was {lain ; 
nor was SHIRVAN ever free from their inroads ; fo that great part of that 
2 province 


Y Thefe they call crerxs, 
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province was rendered defolate. The end of this year NADIR marched 
at the head of thirty five thoufand men into sHiRVAN, and from thence 
directed his courfe into the mountains of the LESGEEs. In order to faci- 
litate his progrefs, he caufed vaft quantities of wood to be hewn down 
on both fides the road, defigning to fruftrate any attempt which thefe 
TARTARS might make to lie in ambufcade. In this he feemed alfo to 
have a further view. ‘The attack which his fon had lately made on his 
life in the ftreights of ASTRABAD, rendered him the more circum{pe€@ ; 
nor was he ignorant that the LESGEEs are as crafty as they are brave *. 


About the beginning of this year he entered DaGisTANn. Here he 
found a very different people from the InpIANs, whom he had fo lately 
conquered. Inftead of marching through open and fertile plains, in- 
habited by a rich and effeminate people, he was to climb up mountains, 
in many places inacceffible, and which in general ferved as a natural bul- 
wark to thofe vallies, where only he could expect to find provifions. 
Thefe were defended by a ftout hardy people, whofe love of liberty 
had through ages rendered them invincible: and if he could penetrate 
through the defiles into thefe vallies, his enemies might {till take fhelter 
in their mountains, and render all his attempts abortive. 


The terror of his arms had however induced fome of them in the 
fouthern parts to fend hoftages, and make their fubmiffion. Of thefe he 
removed a confiderable number into KHORASAN, as well to people that 
province, as to prevent their future irruptions into the PERSIAN domi- 
nions. ‘This ftep ferved only to irritate the other LEsGEEs. NADIR 
having left one of his generals with a body of eight thoufand men at a 
pafs, which commands an entrance into the mountains, he marched for- 
ward in purfuit of the CARACAITA* LESGEES: thefe having retired, and 
drawn him deep into their country, alarmed the inhabitants of the hills. 
After uniting fome confiderable bodies of their forces, they came down 
during the night, and put his whole army into the utmoft confufion. 
They even attacked the royal tent, took away fome of NADIR’s treafure, 
and feveral of his women. 

In 


= See Vol. I. page 372 to 237%. a Dius word iiguifies black villagers. Thefe ire 
eRecaed fome of the braveit people among ie LESGERS. = 
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In the mean while, the peRsran general, who was left with eight 
thoufand men to fecure the communication with sHIRVAN, was alfo at- 
tacked with great fury. The LESGEES furprized this body of troops’, 
and having the advantage of a wood and rifing ground, they made great 
havock among the PERSIANS, before the latter were able to repulfe 
them. 


After many fruitlefs attempts, NADIR found his army in great diftrefs 
for provifions. SHirRvAN had been impoverifhed to an extreme degree, 
fo as not to be able to fupply him, nor was the communication open for 
caravans; he therefore directed his courfe to DERBEND, the inhabitants 
of which foon felt the fatal effects of his neighbourhood. Here he began 
to be extremely fenfible of the great ufe of fhips, by means of which he 
might receive a fupply of provifions from the fouthern coaft of the 
CASPIAN SEA. ‘This circumftance calls to mind a memorable tranfaction 
of this year‘, with relation to the conduct of JOHN ELTON, the ENGLISH 
factor, whofe injudicious engagement gave fo great offence to the Rus- 
SIAN court, and fo fatal a wound to our CASPIAN commerce: but there has 
been already too much faid on this fubject, to need any further obfervation. 


This mighty conqueror was now brought fo low, that the remains of 
his fhattered forces, reduced to twenty thoufand men, muft have deferted 
or totally perifhed, had they not been fupplied by the Russtans. Every 
part of the world furnifhes us with inftances, of the love of gain carrying 
private men beyond the bounds prefcribed by laws. I never could con- 
ceive, that NADIR entertained the leaft thought of invading the RussIAN 
dominions, but it was fufficient matter of alarm that he attempted to 
fubdue the LEsGEEs; therefore orders were fent from court, that no provi- 
fions fhould be conveyed as merchandize to the PERSIAN army. However, 
the traders of ASsTRACHAN had affurance of fo vaft a profit, that they could 
not refift the temptation, as I have already explained*: but DERBEND not- 


withftanding 

b A FRENCH miffionary who was prefent in the PERSIAN camp upon this occafion, informed me 
of feveral particulars of the great bravery of the PERSIANS. © We find ELTON was 
at NapIR’scamp. See Vol I. page 153. 4 Vol. I. page 127. 
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withftanding fuffered fuch diftrefs, that a great part of the inhabitants 
perifhed by famine. 


The long continuance of the PERSIAN army on the RussIAn frontiers, 
created a fufpicion at the court of sT. PETERSBURG, that NADIR would 
make pretenfions to KISLAR, as being built on the PERSIAN territories. 
This is certain, that he took great offence at the conduct of a RUSSIAN 
officer towards fome of his troops, who approached too near to that 
fort; but for this, fatisfa€tion was made him by the court. ‘Though the 
temptation of gain had thus engaged the RUSSIAN merchants to fupply 
the PERSIANS, yet the court of sT. PETERSBURG was fo far alarmed at 
their approach, that great magazines were ordered to be formed in as- 
TRACHAN. This city was alfo put in a ftate of defence, and a body 
of troops, to the number of twenty thoufand, under the command of 
general TARAKANOFF, were ordered to file off towards KIsLAR. 


The LesGeEEs had intimated their defire of putting themfelves under 
the protection of RUSSIA, from the time of NADIR’s firft invading their 
country ; and it certainly was the intereft of that empire to fupport the 
independency of thofe brave mountaineers, who form fo fafe a barrier 
againft the perstaNns. ‘The arrival of the RUSSIAN troops contributed 
to defeat NADIR’s defigns, fo that he found himfelf obliged to abandon an 
enterprize to which his fkill and fortune were not equal. 


As foon as the RussIAN general arrived in the neighbourhood of pA- 
GISTAN, the LESGEES made application to him; and from an apprehen- 
fion of the danger they might be expofed to, in cafe NADIR was deter- 
mined to profecute his defign of reducing them, they wrote to this com- 


mander as follows : 


“© Moft honoured and mof accomplifhed general and commander in chief, 


« Our moft humble petition confifts in this: all the inhabitants of 
«© pAGISTAN having been informed that you are arrived near the fron- 
¢ tiers of KISLAR With an imperial army, and that your intention is to 
‘< defend and protect the fubjeéts of her imperial majefty in ANDREws«Ka, 
€ KOSLKOFF, and BAXAN, as alfo all the chiefs and rulers of the ftates 

I “« bordering 


A 


A 


A 
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“© bordering on the dominions of her imperial majefty: after longing 
«© expectations of your arrival, we have fent our deputies in the name 
« of the whole nation to defire your interceffion, that her imperial ma- 
‘© jefty may receive us under her puiffant protection, and permit us to 
‘© be her flaves. We are determined to hold the golden border of her 
‘© imperial robes, and in fpite of all the evils that may threaten us, we 
« will not be dragged from them, nor feek any other protection, nor 
‘© acknowledge any other fovereign than Gop and her imperial majefty. 


«© We hereby make a folemn oath of allegiance to her imperial ma- 
« jefty, whom we moft humbly implore to protect us again{t our enc- 
mies, and in her exalted clemency to give a favourable anfwer to our 
<< petition. And that her puiffant majefty may know in what num- 
“ bers our troops confift, we fend you a lift as follows : 


« ACHMED KHAN the OusSMAI has - - 12,000 men 
« The tribe € of APARZ - - - 13,000 
< ACHMED KHAN lord‘ of SCHUNKETIN ~ 2,700 
<¢ In the diftricts of KANSCHUKUL - - =- 8,000 
«e In ABY -— -= - ~ - 5,000 
«< In ABUGAL and KALACKSKY - -= = 7,000 
« In CARACK ® - - - - 7,500 
« In the diftricts of KUSTI 500. In KLY 2,500 - 3,000 
* In GEDAT 4000. In KINJODE 1000; and in KU- 
* RADA 1000 - - = - ? 0,905 





cæ 66,200 ®”’ 





Thefe people, known to the world, but particularly to the PERSIANs, 
for their bravery and fteady love of liberty, now defended themfelves again{t 
the conqueror of INDIA, the moft powerful of all the monarchs of the 
eaft. NADIR faw, though too late, that he had committed a very falfe 


Ff 2 {tep $ 
HorDA. f Bec. € Thefe I prefume are the caracaitTa, who diftreffed 
NADIR’s army fo much. » This number feems greatly to exceed what thefe people have 


been generally thought able to bring into the field, tho’ the feveral divifions of them may have eafily 
created miftakes as to their ftrength. 
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1742. ftep; nor could he retire, without weakening his intereft in PERSIA, 


and his reputation in general. He was fenfible moreover that thefe very 
LESGEES would be encouraged by his retreat, to infult all the frontier 
country, and treat the PERSIANs in thofe parts as a conquered people, 
unlefs he employed a more numerous body of forces to guard sHIRVAN, 
than confifted with his other defigns. However, of the two evils, it 
feemed the greateft to wafte his time and deftroy his troops, when he 
might employ them ufefully in other important projects. 


From this time we find NADIR fecretly difgufted with the RUSSIAN 
court; however, after his return into persia he fent for the minifter of 
her imperial majefty who attended the army, and told him, ‘* that he was 
« furprized it ever fhould be imagined he intended to invade the RUSSIAN 
« dominions: that it was true he had not been treated with refpect, 
« Russia having failed to fend a folemn embafly to congratulate him on 
« his exaltation to the throne of pERsIA; but as he underftood there 
‘© had been great changes at ST. PETERSBURG, he excufed that forma- 
« lity: at the fame time he defired the minifter to difpatch a courier 
to his court to inform the emprefs, ‘“‘ that he was intirely difpofed to 
“« fupport the peace and good underftanding which fubfifted between the 
‘¢ two empires,.”’ 


During the courfe of this unfortunate expedition in the north, affaiss 
in the fouth feemed to prefage as little felicity to PERSIA. T AGHI KHAN 
who commanded in sHirass, was fent by the king into the country of 
NIMROUZ', in quality of general and admiral, with orders to build fhips 
at BENDER EBOU CHEHRE. ‘This KHAN was no fooner arrived upon the 
coaft; than he demanded of the FRENCH, the putTcH, and other EURO- 
PEAN nations, fhips and fhip- builders: and at length, either by money 
or forcible meafures, he obtained a fleet of fhips. One great inftance of 
NADIR’s cruelty exercifed towards the people at this time, was that of 
obliging them to cut timber in MAZANDERAN *, and tran{fport it to BEN- 
DER ABASS1. In a ftrait line, this is fix hundred and fixty miles, and if 


we 
i I find moft of the maps which have fallen under my infpection, are very deficient with regard to 
thefe places. The arags inhabit the north coaft of the persian gulf, and part of the bans of 


the TIGRIS and EUPHRATES, befides their proper country of ARABIA. k Sce Vol. I. page 222. 
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we confider the circuit they muft take to render the road practicable, we 1742. 
muft calculate at leaft one third more: fo that it was very plain from this 
proceeding, that he did not fo much confider how things were to be done, 

as that his commands fhould be executed at all events. Great quantity of 
timber was cut on this occafion ; but it was tranfported no farther than 

the diftri&t of VERAMEH, where it probably remains to this day. 


The ARABIAN IMAM or chief of mescar being depofed, fled with his 
family and treafures on board his fhips then in the port, and failed to 
KHURFEKIAN !, where he landed. From thence he proceeded to JULFaR, 
where was TAGHI KHAN with the PERSIAN forces. His intention was to 
put himfelf under the protection of the PERSIANS, on condition they 
would affift him to recover his dominions from his rebellious fubjects. 
This defign being difcovered, feveral of his followers abandoned him, 
and carried the veffels again to Mescat. This incident was attended 
with the junétion of the HouLes and Mgscats. The new chief of the 
latter being informed that TAGHI KHAN, at the inftigation of the depo- 
{ed IMAM, intended to direét all his force againft that city, retired with 
his troops to MATRA, a place a league diftant. Mescar being thus aban- 
doned, the peRsIANs entered it without any precaution: and the aRABIANS 
taking advantage of the falfe fecurity of their enemies, furprized and put 
them to the fword. The mescarts were alfo victorious at fea. 


While NADIR was thus engaged in war by land and fea, and at the fame 
time forming a great army with defign to act againft the TURKS, PERSIA 
groaned under the burthen of infupportable taxes. The treafures of INDIA 
ferved only to increafe the mifery of the people, by affording them a fre- 
quent and melancholy fubject of reflection on the avarice of their king. 
Notwithftanding the vaft projets which Nap1R had formed, and the nu- 
merous forces he was preparing, in order to carry his defigns into execution, 
he had not yet touched his INDIAN treafures, fince they were depofited at 
KEÆLAT. What could be the effect of fucha conduct? Exorbitant taxes, 
exacted with all the aggravating circumftances which inhumanity can fug- 
geft, drove thoufands to defpair. Whole villages and towns retired into the 

2 mountains, 


This place is on the fouthern coah of the rrrstan gulf, 
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mountains, to avoid the barbarous treatment fhewn them by the sHau’s 
collectors. Crowds of the people fled into the northern parts of INDIA, 
where their king had fo lately triumphed ; and great numbers put them- 
felves under. the protection of the TURKS. On the fouthern coaft fome 
fled into ARABIA; and not a few took every opportunity of tran{porting 
themfelves by fea into the MoGHOL’s empire. In the heart of PERSIA 
things took the fame courfe. The ARMENIANS and others, who were 
equally diftrefled by exactions, left their habitations under the pretence 
of commerce or religious pilgrimages ; infomuch that the RAHDARS' were 
ordered to examine paffports. The freedom of egrefs, which ufed to pre- 
vail, was much interrupted, on this occafion, orders being given to the pa- 
ROUGAS ™, and alfo tothe RAHDARS of great cities, not to let any one país 
near the frontiers without paffports. As thefe were refponfible if any 
perfon miffed them, they were very vigilant in their duty. The rir- 
SIANS ufually travel with their women, and all the furniture neceflary to 
life; under thefe circumftances it was very difficult for them to efcape, 
had they been fure of bread in foreign climates. 


This was one great reafon why JuLFa ” was not totally abandoned by 
the ARMENIANS. ‘The government of ISFAHAN, which is reckoned 
twenty-four leagues long, and as many broad, comprehends the diftricts 
of TCHI, MARBIN, KIERARIDGE, KAHAB, BARAAN, PERHAVAR, ELKHAN, 
and ROUNDESTER. Some of thefe were formerly well peopled ; but now 
they exhibited only a dreary wafte, moft of the inhabitants being fled 
or difperfed : numbers had taken a precarious refuge in the mountains of 
LORISTAN ; their lands were left untilled, and their houfes mouldered 
into ruins. In fhort, all the diftreffes of an unfuccefsful war, or the in- 
vafion of a barbarous enemy, could not plunge the people into greater 
mifery than the victories of their tyrannical king, who feemed more {ol- 
licitous to humble his own fubjects, than his enemies. 


This 


1 Raupar is the term given to thofe who are fixed at certain pofts in the highways, either to ex- 
amine paffengers, or receive toll. According to an antient eftablifhment, they are obliged to fupport 
a certain number of men, to patrol and keep the road clear; and upon this account are entitled toa 
tax upon all caravans of merchandize, as well a* paffengers. m Lieutenant of the police. 

® The fuburb of ISFAHAN. 
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This conduét was not lefs owing to the little love he bore to the PER- 
sIANs, than to his apprehenfions of their feditious fpirit, which he dreaded 
more than the armies of the INDIANS, TURKS, Of TARTARS. If he could 
have cut the PERSIANS Off at one troke, as CALIGULA wifhed in regard to 
the ROMANS, it is not unreafonable to believe that NADIR would have re- 
joiced to have done it; had it been poflible to re-people the country from 
any other quarter. Every circumftance of his conduct feemed to prove 
this; fince without altering his meafures, which gave fuch high provoca- 
tion to rebellion, his chaftifements were fo extreme, that he was not fa- 
tished without killing or putting out the eyes of all ° the people, who 
appeared in arms again{t him. 


During the courfe of this year, the PorT was agitated with variety of 
fears, in regard to the armies of Ppersta. The name of NADIR had 
{pread fuch a terror on the minds of the TURKS fix years before, as this 
period of time had not fubdued. The revolt of the ARABIANS, who 
often blockaded Bassora, was a further circumiftance of alarm, left thefe 
people fhould join their enemy, for as fuch they confidered NADIR SHAH, 
though he had not yet declared himfelf. 


The conferences held at ERZEROUM in JANUARY produced no effect. 
Napier had ordered his fon with a body of fifty thoufand men to remain 
in and about HAMADAN, where he caufed a great quantity of artillery to 
be cat. The rurxs therefore thought it neceffary to keep a numerous 
body of troops in the confines of BAGDAT: but the hopes of accommo- 
dation ftill continuing, the grand fignior fent MURIFF EFFENDI into DA- 
GisTAN, where he defired an audience. Napir declined entering into 
this bufinefs, but promifed the TURKISH minifter to give him an anfwer 
on the plains of mocan. After his expedition againft the LesGEEs, he 
explained himfelf in fome meafure, by requiring the reftitution of all the 
provinces in ARMENIA, ASIA MINOR, and GEORGIA; which were for- 
merly conquered by TAMERLANE. ‘The TuRxs were fo alarmed at this 
declaration, that befides the great army which was aflembled near BAG- 
DAT, another was ordered to meet on the banks of the EUPHRATES 


near ERZEROUM, 


Towards 
e Vol. I. page 315. 
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Towards the clofe of the year, NADIR wrote a letter to the grand fig- 
nior, couched in general terms, in which he exprefied an inclination to 
cultivate a good underftanding with the port. He alfo wrote to the 
BASHA Of BAGDAT, making propofals of accommodation in terms, as if 
the two powers had already been engaged ina war. ‘Thefe fteps were 
confidered in no other light, than as a defign to lull the court into an 
eafy fecurity ; and by no means relieved the inquietude of the fultan and 


his miunitters. 


The swepes having declared war the middle of this year againft the 
RUSSIANS, they made great follicitations at the ofTTOMAN court, to en- 
gage the TuRKs to break with their enemies, in order to create a power- 
ful diverfion in favour of swEDEN. ‘The TURKS, however, faw the 
danger on the fide of PERsIA too well, to be drawn into any fuch {nare ; 
efpecially as they had fo lately accommodated their differences ; nor did 
that moft remarkable revolution which happened in russia at the clofe 
of the laft year, occafion any change in the meafures of the porr. 


What ferved to fupport the fpirits of the grand fignior, was the re- 
duction of the zu-BEIT and MUDANs, two tribes of ARABIANS, who 
had revolted. ACHMED BASHA finding that thefe people had offered to 
put themfeives under the protection of NADIR SHAH, {fent sULIMAN, his 
lieutenant P”, with a confiderable body of forces, who defeated thofe 
ARABIANS, and returned home with a rich booty. The Turxs have 
often occafion to ufe feverity on thefe people, who are naturally turbu- 
lent and inconftant. ‘To keep them poor therefore has generally been 
the beft expedient to keep them humble. The fucceffes which suL- 
MAN had obtained, were likely to anfwer a double purpofe, by awing 
thefe tribes, and by intimidating others. 


The Turks were alfo relieved from their anxiety, with regard to the 
defigns which the persans might have formed againft BAssorA. Na- 
DIR had caufed feveral magazines of provifions to be collected on the 
frontiers of that diftriét; but in SEPTEMBER he ordered them to be fold. 

This 


P KIAYA OF KIHAYA., 
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This was a circumftance happy to this city and its neighbourhood in 
two refpects. The war with the ARABIANS had occafioned a {carcity, 
while ACHMED BASHA not chufing to truft to the profeflions of his 
friend NADIR, had amaffed great quantities of provifions in thofe parts, 
and fent them to BAGDAT. This fupply was therefore the more wel- 
come to BASSORA, where the {welling of the rupHRATEs had occafioned 
an inundation, which produced an epidemical diforder. 


We have lately feen an inftance of the force of gain, with regard to 
the RussIANS: the love of it often triumphs over every other confider- 
ation. The TURKS reaped fome benefit from buying of thefe provi- 
fions; but at the fame time they fold great numbers of horfes in KOUR- 
DISTAN, and other places in the of TOMAN dominions, to the PERSIANS. 
A courfe of uninterrupted campaigns had fo far ruined the PERSIAN Ca- 
valry, that they could not have continued the war again{ft the TURKS, 
without thefe fuccours : notwithftanding which the avarice of the BAsHAs 
and governors induced them to connive at the practice, infomuch that 
this year above fixty thoufand horfes, befides a great number of camels 
and mules, were fold by the TuRKs and ARABIANS for the ufe of NA- 


DIR S army. 
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Napir’s projects to diftrefs the ruRKs. Critical circumftance of ACHMED, 
BASHA of BAGDAT. NADIR leaves DAGISTAN. Intrigues of the OTTO- 
MAN court. NADIR fends embaffadors to BAGDAT. The grand fignior 
declares war againft the PERSIANS. NADIR’s plan of operations for the 
campaign. 


HE dread of war ftill perplexed the affairs of the OTTOMAN court. 

That very conformity of religion, which they had fo earneftly 
folicited, in order to prevent the effufion of blood, now became an 
objet of their terror. ‘The decree which Napir had publifhed upon 
his acceflion to the throne, not feeming to operate effectually on the 
Vor. IV. Gg minds 
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minds of the PERSIANS, towards the clofe of his year he caufed it to 
be proclaimed, that as he had acknowledged the belief of the sunnus 
fer the orthodox faith, he required all his fubjects to follow his ex- 
ample. 


Under the circumftances of fear, this declaration created a fufpicion in 
the TURKISH miniftry, that it was an artifice of NADIR SHAH, by imi- 
tating the conduct of asHREFF 4, to taint the minds of the TurKs with 
religious prejudices ; and the fame fuccefs which that prince had met, 
with regard to his fecurity againft the TURKS, NADIR might poffibly find 
in his conqueft of TURKEY. 


ACHMED, BASHA Of BAGDAT, was critically fituated between the pow- 
erful and ambitious NADIR, and the jealoufy of the TURKISH court: the 
former, tho’ he profefied himfelf a friend to the BAsHa, afpired at the 
conqueft of BAGDAT ; whith the latter was concerned to fee this govern- 
ment in fome degree difmembered from the OTTOMAN empire. Had 
BAGDAT been in lefs {kilful hands, it might very probably have fallen a 
facrifice to the PERSIANS; and yet many of the TURKS gave this general 
the odious appellation of NIZAM AL MULUCK, in allufion to the treachery 
which was imputed to that 1InD1IAN lord, as already related. 


In whatever light the conduG@ of the BAsHA might appear to the 
PORT, it was his parts and generofity which fupported him, and not 
his treafon. By thefe he engaged the friendfhip of almoft every one 
who had any connexion with h'm : his officers {erved him with the ut- 
moft fidelity, and confidered their own fortune as infeparable from his. 
But this generofity had likewife its mixture of evil, as by this means his 
coffers were generally empty ; infomuch, that he was often obliged to 
demand money from the court. He had now exacted fix hundred purfes* 
from the ARABIANS, whom his lieutenant, suLIMAN BASHA, had lately 
defeated. The jews of BAGDAT were alfo obliged to fupply him with 
two hundred purfes. ‘Their chief banker was accufed of an illegal com- 
merce with the daughter of a TURKISH EMIR °, and would have fuffered 


death, 


1 See Vol, III. Chap. XXXVITI. T 6,000/, * We may oblerve 
in how different a light the conduct of the Turks and Persians appears. Formerly, the latter 
were 
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death, if they had not paid this pecuniary mulé, together with feven 
hundred purfes which was due to the banker from: the BasHa; but this 
event, whether the jew was really guilty or not, ballanced the account. 


The good underftanding which was fuppofed to fubfift between NA- 
DIR sHAH and the governor of BAGDAT, gave the TURKS no {mall in- 
quietude. They were in no condition to compel him to give up his go- 
vernment; and out of fear of driving him to any defperate expedient, 
they diflembled their apprehenfions, and worked fecretly to accomplifh 
their purpofe. Among other fteps, the court fent feveral BAsHAs to 
BAGDAT with troops, under pretence of putting the city in a ftate of 
defence againft the armies of PERSIA; but this expedient did not take 
effet. The BASHA faw through the difguife which the court put on, 
and refufed to give any admittance to thofe troops, reprefenting to the 
grand fignior, that his own forces were {fufficient to defend the city and 
its diftrict. 

If ACHMED could have been fuppofed capable of joining his forces to 
NADIR SHAH, with a view to conquer TURKEY, fuch a junction was 
practicable ; but if he had no fuch defign, (as indeed how could a man 
of his parts commit fo grofs an abfurdity?) the conduct of the OTTOMAN 
court was very imprudent with regard to her own fafety. The circum- 
{tances of the BASHA rendered it neceflary, that the grand fignior fhould 
be kept in fear of the PERSIANS, as a decifive blow on either fide might 
oblige him to yield up his government; and it was plain enough that 
NADIR was preparing for fome important enterprize. 


Had the rurxs been in circumftances of fupporting a war againft 
PERSIA, the perplexed condition in which NADIR found himfelf in DA- 
GISTAN, rendered the occafion favourable ; however, it was fome con- 
folation to them, that the rapid courfe of his arms had met fuch a check, 
as might afford them time to collect troops, and alfo treafure to fupport 
them. 

Gg 2 In 


were equally ftrict with regard to their women, but we find under napir’s reign, all cift'nSions of 
MAHOMMEDAN and chriftian were levelled. See Vol. I. page 308. It is true the jews are held in 
much greater abomination than the chriftians, 
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In FEBRUARY this year, NADIR abandoned his enterprize on DAGI- 
sTAN; and leaving DERBEND, he marched to the plains of MOGAN, not 
without apprehenfions that the TURKs would make fome irruption into 
his dominions, before he could put himfelf at the head of his forces. 


The grand fignior had reafon to be perfuaded that he never fhould 
have a {olid peace with NADIR, till he had an opportunity to humble 
him. ‘The port was willing to think, that his fuccefles arofe from his 
intrigues, and the force of his bribes, as well as his valour and military 
knowledge. Upon this principle, they began to confider him as leis dan- 
gerous, in a prefumption that he would have no advantage over them by 
treafonable practifes. Their eyes being alfo more open to their interc{t, 
they faw the fault which they had committed, in lofing many favourable 
opportunities ; and prepared in the moft effectual manner to taxe mea- 
fures to free themfelves from any future alarms. 


The vizir ALI BASHA employed all his {kill and intereft to difplace 
ACHMED, BASHA Of BAGDAT: he even carried his refentment fo far, as 
to tamper with OSMAN BASHA, governor of the citadel * of BAGDAT ; 
and to promife him the government of the city and province, if he could 
by any means remove ACHMED. This propofal not being accepted, the 
vizir, according to the ordinary courfe of eaftern intrigues, tried ACH- 
MED; and orders were difpatched to him to fend the head of osMAN. 
Being furprized at fo extraordinary a commiffion, in prejudice to a 
man againft whom he had no caufe of complaint, he acquainted os- 
MAN with the affair. This produced an explanation on both fides: 
the mutual confidence which from thence arofe, eftablifhed their friend- 
fhip; and they had foon after the pleafure of feeing their enemy dif- 
poffeffed of his office. AcHmED was at length confirmed in his go- 
vernments, both of BAGDAT and BAssorA; the grand fignior’s decree 
for this purpofe arriving in APRIL. ‘The court had wifely judged this 
to be the beft expedient, to remove the offence given the BASHA, to- 


gether with their own jealoufy. 
It 


t This officer they call munHoriz. They have generally governors of citadels diflinét from the 
city and province. 
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It is probable that NADIR made fome attempt to corrupt ACHMED. 
The vile principles of other men, which he had fo often found fubfervient 
to his ends, might have induced him to play off his diabolical engines, 
and try the efficacy of gold. Myrza zzex1, a perfon much in the con- 
fidence of NADIR, was fent by him to BAGDaT, in the character of em 
baffador to the BasHa, who received him with great demonftrations 
of kindnefs, and a profufion of magnificence. The embafflador acquaint- 
ed the BAsHA, that his mafter intended to make the pilgrimage of rwam 
ALI and other places in the neighbourhood of BAGpatT, where the 
PERSIANS were wont to pay their devotions; and that he would fend 
four KHANS with troops to efcort him. The BasHa could by no means 
relifh this information, as it feemed to conceal fome fecret defign foreign 
to the pretence of religion; however, in return for the honour which 
had been done him in this embafly, he fent his kinfman MAHOMMED, 
KIAYA, to attend the embaflador, alfo with letters and magnificent 
prefents for NADIR: among the latter were ten beautiful horfes richly 
caparifoned. ‘This embafly produced no other effeét, than to confirm 
that efteem which the rersran king had always expreffed for the 
BASHA. 


Whilft thefe negotiations were carried on, the pPorT faw the ftorm 
ready to burft forth. The eleventh of june the horfes tails were hung 
out of the feraglio at CONSTANTINOPLE as a fignal of war. At the fame 
time orders were given to ftrengthen the orTOMAN army on the banks 
of the EUPHRATES near ERZEROUM. ‘The PERsIANs had already com- 
menced hoftilities; and Bassora and BAGDAT were invefted almoft at 
the fame time, the former by a body of thirty thoufand perstans, who 
were joined to {fome tribes of ARABIANs. ‘They took immediately the 
fort of GURDILAN on the fide of the river oppofite to that city : they alfo 
rav.ged feveral {mall towns and villages, and put many of the inhabi- 
tants. to the fword, taking their women into flavery. ‘The territories of 
BAGDAT, Which were hardly recovered from the calamities they had fuf- 
fered ten years before, were alfo pillaged and laid wafte. 


The 
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The rurKs however collected a great army on the fide of ERZEZoUM, 
and another at DIARBEKIR, and determined to make head againft the ene- 
my. The PERSIAN troops which were before Bassora and BAGDAT, 
were therefore ordered to leave thofe places and join at MosUL, and from 
thence to advance to DIARBEKIR. The plan for the operations of the 
campaign being formed, NADIR himfelf at the head of a great body of 
forces marched to vAn, with a defign to hem in the TURKS at ERZEROUM, 
and force them to a battle, and then to attack the orromMaNn dominions 
in two different parts at the fame time, and pufh his conqueft as far as 
the capital. He had been fome time making preparations to take the 
field; but he did not begin the campaign with fo much ardour as in his 
former war againft the rurxs. The repulfe he had met in DAGISTAN, 
had in fome degree diminifhed his reputation; whilft the acquifitions 
which his troops had made in 1np1a, rendered them to all appearance 
lefs defirous of war. 


The love of eafe, and the cultivation of the arts of peace, will ever 
be grateful to mankind; but even fuccefs in war muft tire and diftrefs. 
The moft fortunate campaigns have generally been attended with great 
labour, and feldom without the lofs of many lives to the victors; yet 
according to the common notions of mankind, to wade through rivers of 
blood is the glory of military atchievments: fo much does a vicious felf- 
love counteract the great defigns of providence. 


CHAE 
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CH A P. XXXL 


The rurks put themfelves in a flate of defence. The BACTIARIS and 
BALOUCHES revolt. The TURKS fend a pretender into PERSIA, who 
is joined by a great body of LESGEES and PERSIANS 17 SHIRVAN. They 
are defeated by the PERSIAN forces under the command of NESR ALI 
Myrza. Rebellion of TACHI KHAN in sHIRASS Juppreffed. 


r yea a campaign of near fourteen years, the ardour of the PER- 
SIAN foldiers began to abate, whilft the TuRKs recovered from 
their apprehenfions. Mosur was put in a condition of defence, and the 
PERSIANS endeavoured in vain to make themfelves mafters of it: they 
loft a great number of men before the town, and were obliged to raife 
the fiege. ALI BASHA, governor of DIARBEKIR, commanded a numerous 
army, and had taken all the precautions of an experienced general to 
ftop their progrefs, had they even fucceeded at MosuL ; but that blow 
failing, prudence forbid their advancing any further, whilft an uncon- 
quered country remained behind them. 


Napir found the rurxs every where prepared for his reception: a 
number of fortified towns, defended by an enemy become brave by 
their experience, feemed refolved neither to be won by his intrigues, 
nor to be fubdued by the terror of his name. Superiority of numbers, 
and the mere dint of valour were therefore his only refources; and 
as he was fenfible that his conduét had rendered the PERSIANS every 
where ripe for a revolt, the lofs of a battle would probably have been 
his ruin. As the rurks kept only on the defenfive; the iffue of the war 
could not eafily be determined by any decifive blow. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances NADIR retired to the neighbourhood of KErKoub, where the 
TURKS fuffered him to remain unmolefted. 


In the mean while near two thoufand families of the BACTIARIs, 
whom the peRs1ANn king had tranfported to the province of KHORASAN, 
3 returned 
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1743. returned to their own country ; where they retired into the mountains, 
refolving to fhake off the persian yoke. Napier being apprehenfive 
that others would follow their example, fent a great body of ousBEGs 
to keep them in awe. ‘The spaLoucues allo refufed to fend any fur- 
ther fupplies of men or money ; and a body of PERSIAN troops, which 
had marched againft them, was defeated. 


A great part of the frontier country to the fouth, and alfo the inha- 
bitants of the fea coaft, finding NADIR’s government infupportable, took 
up arms at the fame time: TAGHI KHAN, the governor of FARSISTAN, 
followed their example. This KHAN was alfo a BEGLERBEG, and had 
been much efteemed by NADIR: he was permitted to wear the heron’s 
feather on the left fide, and to ride upon an elephant; which was not 
granted but to two or three perfons in the whole empire. The feveral 
expeditions which this KAHN had made againft the Mascats, having been 
attended with very ill fortune, his reputation with the king was much 
declined. KHALBELLI KHAN, a relation of the sHAH, and an officer 
under TAGHI KHAN, was become fo great an object of jealoufy to NADIR, 
that he gave orders to rAGHI KHAN to fend him his head ; but the BEG- 
LERBEG made ufe of his intereft with his mafter, and faved KHALBELLI. 
Soon after TAGHI KHAN himfelf was fufpected of treafon; and under 
pretence of efteem and great confidence, NADIR charged his relation to 
fend the KHAN prifoner to the camp. ‘The mutual regard which fub- 
fitted between thefe two lords, naturally produced an explanation; and 
they both faw that their fecurity depended only on their abilities to op- 
pofe the tyrant, whom late difappointments had rendered extremely cruel. 


Under thefe circumftances, they previoufly concerted their meafures, 
and refolved to rebel. ‘To facilitate this defign, tt was agreed that TA- 
GHI KHAN {fhould fet out for the camp, as if he®%meant to give an ac- 
count of himfelf to the suan; and that KHALBELLI fhould in a day or 
two fend after him, upon the pretext that a rebellion was breaking 
out, and therefore his prefence became abfolutely neceflary at sHirass. 
Accordingly the BEGLERBEG returned, and under pretence that the 
neighbouring people had taken up arms againit the king, he collected a 
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body of troops to the number of feven thoufand, and feized all the 
naval force on the PERSIAN gulf. 


Whilft thefe ftorms were gathering in the fouth, the Turks thought 
the opportunity very favourable to foment a rebellion in the north. The 
moft proper inftruments for their purpofe were the LesGEes. ‘The re- 
fentment of thefe people for the attempts again{ft them the preceding 
year, made them with for fome favourable opportunity of diftreffing the 
PERSIANS. The TruRKISH miniftry were fenfible that NADIR’s govern- 
ment was already become odious; and that poflibly any pretender they 
might fet up under the notion of being of the royal blood of the sEFFIE 
family, might make a diverfion in their favour. For this purpofe there- 
fore they engaged a certain PERSIAN named sAUN™, who pretended to 
be the younger fon of sHAH HUSSEIN. ‘The Turks alfo infinuated that 
SEFFIE MYRZA, the elder fon, was yet alive under their protection. SAUN 
had made his appearance in PERSIA fome years before, in the habit of a 
DERVISH, privately infinuating that he affected that garb to conceal his 
birth : he was then taken by IBRAHIM KHAN, NADIR’s brother, who in 
contempt cut off the tip of his nofe, and fet him at liberty. ‘This man 
was from that time called BINNIE BURIDE’, or f{nip-nofe. ‘The inhabi- 
tants of sHAMAKIE now received him with great demonftrations of re- 
{peét, and he foon collected an army to the number of fixteen thoufand 
men, of which the greateft part were LeEsGEES. Thefe brave moun- 
taineers had made incurfions in the neighbourhood of DERBEND from the 
time of NADIR’s leaving that city; and kept the garrifon in perpetual 
alarms. ‘Taking the advantage of the night, they laid a quantity of gun- 
powder in the broken parts of the walls, and fetting fire to it, did great mif- 
chief, tho’ they could not accomplifh the taking of the place: this artifice 
was repeated feveral times. ‘They often came in large bodies, in the night, 
and letting fly clouds of arrows at the troops who guarded the walls, imme- 
diately changed their fituation; fo that the PERSIANS were at a lofs how to 
aim their artillery. All the arts of perfuafion, as well as violence had been 
ufed to bring thefe TARTARs to a fubmiffion. The garrifon made re- 
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peated fallies, and had frequent fkirmifhes with them ; both fides exer- 
ciling cruelties unwarrantable by the law of arms*. Thofe who fur- 
rendered themfelves without fighting, and promifed under an oath not to 
bear arms againft the suan, were difmiffled by the PERsIaNns. A decree 
was alfo fent amongit the LEsGEEs, that whoever would trade with PER- 
ssa, fhould be free of all duties, and that paffports fhould be granted for 
the fafety of their perfons; but this had little or no effect. 


The continuation of thefe hoftilities kept DEERBEND almoft in as great 
diftrefs as when NADIR left it. All the males who were above fixteen, 
were obliged to bear arms, and the young women above fourteen, were 
given as wives to the new recruits, by an arbitrary act of the governor ; 
whilft the fcarcity was fo great, that numbers died for want. 


The beginning of this year the pretender saun marched into SHIRVAN, 
at the head of an army moftly compofed of LesGEeEs. ‘They were pil- 
laging at large, when a body of two thoufand PERSIANS iN NADIR’S in- 
tere{t, endeavoured to ftop their progrefs, but were intirely routed. The 
whole province being thus threatened with defolation, NADIR fent his fon 
NESR ALI MYRZA at the head of twenty five thoufand men. ‘The 
LESGEES, in conjunction with great numbers of people of the province, 
made an obftinate refiftance ; but after much bloodfhed they were defeated 
near the conflux of the KURA and ARAs. It was here Napir was chofen 
king ; and on the fame fpot, where the people had given fuch proof of 
their weaknefs and corruption, was now erected a monument of their 
mifery and diftrefs. NADIR caufed a pyramid of human heads’ to be 
built in token of his victory, and to deter the few remaining inhabi- 
tants from any future rebellion. 


Saun fled with feventy men only, but was foon taken. The sHau 
ordered his fon to cut out one of the eyes of this rebel, and that he 
fhould be then fent to the orTOMAN court, with this meflage ; ‘* That 
“ NADIR difdained to take the life of fo defpicable a wretch, though 

© the 


* It was not uncommon for the Persians to cut off the legs of the LEscreEs, or to cut out 


their eyes, with this cruel taunt, that they might then make the beft of their way home. 
7 See Vol. I. page 338. 





Chap. XXXI. NADIR SHAH. 243 


« the grand fignior had efpoufed his caufe, as a defcendant of the family 


g 2P 


“© of the sEFFIES ”. 


The confequence of this rebellion was the ruin of almoft the whole 
province of sHirvAN. In the mean while, the revolt of TAGHI KHAN 
became a very ferious affair; he was one {vof the laft of the antient PER- 
SIAN nobility, and tho’ he had been unfortunate in his naval war againft 
the arass, he had the reputation of an able ftatefman and a gallant 
officer ; qualities which rendered him fo much the greater object of 
jealoufy. Naptr detached a body of eighteen thoufand * men to sur- 
Rass, under fome of his moft experienced generals. 'This was a force 
fo much fuperior to that of TAGHI KHAN, that being in no capacity to 
meet them in the field, he fhut himfelf up in the city. 


We have already feen, to what deplorable circumftances the city of 
sHIRASS, the capital of FARSISTAN, was reduced in 1724, and again in 
1729: it was now once more doomed to be a fcene of diftrefs and flaugh- 
ter. TAGHI KHAN defended the city for fome weeks, but at length it 
was taken by ftorm: the inhabitants were punifhed with the utmoft fe- 
verity; and a great part of their effects were pillaged, under the pre- 
tence of fequeftration, for the ufe of the king. Mboft of thofe who had 
been in arms were put to the fword, or deprived of fight. TAGHI 
KHAN, attended by a party of his friends, fled in the difguife of fhepherds, 
but were foon difcovered by the treachery of their own fervants. He 
was brought to IsFAHAN with his favourite wife, and about forty of his 
neareft relations and dependents. 


This lady was violated before her hufband’s face by a common foldier; 
which was the higheft indignity that could be offered to this nobleman, and 
contrary to NADIR’s ufual regard to women, His relations and friends 
were put to death; and himfelf, after being deprived of one of his eyes, 
was caltrated. Strict orders were given, that all poffible care fhould be 
tuken, that the operation fhould not affect his life. It was faid, that 


ri iy 2 NADIR 
z Tt was remarkable, that saun was thus fuffered to efcape for the fecond time. He was a rank 
predefinarian, and concluded that he was yet referved for fome extraordinary event. 2 The 


twenty-five thoufand men, mentioned in Vol, I. page 24. part of them I imagine were fent againft 
the other rebels in that neighbourhood. 
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NADIR had made an oath” never to put TAGHI KHAN to death; and 
was therefore wanton in his cruelty, without touching the life of this 
lord. It is probable, that the suan thought him an honeft man, and 
a more able general, than many belonging to his army ; and as he had 
given him his life, expected from him the greater marks of fidelity. 
Upon what other principle can we reconcile NAD1R’s conduct; who, 
after thus gratifying his refentment, gave this KHAN the government of 
caBuL? What particular circumftances might induce him to take fo 
extraordinary a refolution, my authorities do not mention: it feems to be 
an effect of that caprice and whim, which we find upon many occafions, 
as if he affected to eftablifh a rule of conduct, contrary to the funda- 
mental principles which common experience has taught mankind °. 





CHAP. XXXII 


Rebellion of ASTRABAD. ENGLISH merchants plundered. NADIR returns 
from TURKEY into PERSIA. Report concerning bis abdication. Difirefs 
of PERSIA. The TURKS make great preparations for war. NADIR 
marches into the TURKISH dominions. Battle fought near ERIvAN. The 


TURKS defeated. 


HE flames of civil war now fpread themfelves like a torrent. In 
JANUARY this year, the KHAJARS Of ASTRABAD alfo threw off the 
yoke, and chofe MAHOMMED HASSAN “ as their leader. After joining a 


body of TURKUMAN TARTARS their neighbours, they took the capital 
ro 
Oi 


b Jt feems as if oaths were deemed very facred things among the mAHOMMEDANS, and that the 
vilet of men were not vile enough to difregard their engagements, to which they call the Almighty 
to witnefs, © Mr. oT TER mentions, that TACHI KHAN no fooner arrived at canuL, than 
he rebelled; but I never heard that casut did rebel till after the death of NADIR suan, or juĝ 
before, when THAMARAS KHAN Commanded the persian forces on the 1nprAn fide. It is true, 
that many events have happened, which for want of correfpondence, and from the wild diforders of 
a country rent with civil wars, have never reached Europe. I have already obferved, that for my 
own part I adopt only what L have particular reafon to believe is true, and thofe events which appear 
but imperfeétly rel ted, with regard to circumftances, the reader will afcribe to the manner in which 
they have been handed to us. * The fon of Fatsy ALI KHAN, mentioned 


in page 18, 
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of the province, feized the snan’s treafure, and plundered a valuable ca- 
ravan belonging to the BRITISH RUSSIA company, who were at this time 
attempting to open a new trade over the CASPIAN fea to MESCHED, now 
confidered as the capital of the empire. 


There cannot be a greater demonftration of the fatal effects of a tyran- 
nical government, than the extreme rafhnefs of the inhabitants of this 
province. ManoMMED HASSAN had held a correfpondence with saun, 
and acknowledged him as fovereign. He propofed, that whilft saun was 
conquering on the weftern coaft, he would reduce the fouthern parts bor- 
dering on the CASPIAN fea. It was with difficulty he raifed a little army 
of three thoufand men; and saun, tho’ he headed fixteen thoufand, was 
not able to fupport himfelf againft the numerous forces of NADIR; yet 
the temptation of plundering the treafure and caravan, drew the infatuated 
followers of HASSAN into deftru€tion. The minute circumftances of this 
rebellion are related in my fir volume‘. I have therefore only to add, 
that this army of KHAyARS and TURKUMANS were in the following month 
defeated by fifteen hundred of the sHan’s troops from KHORASAN ; and by 
their lofs in battle, executions, and fequeftrations, the whole province was 
ruined. From this time NapIr took the refolution of fending a body of 
forces, and to build a fort on the eaftern coaft of the cAsPIAN, witha 
view to awe the TURKUMANS; but the want of water in their defert 


prevented the execution f. 


Whether reafons of policy, or any other motive prevailed, NADIR cer- 
tainly gave frequent proof of his regard to equity ; and there is a juftice 
due to the worft of men. ‘That which was fhewn on this occafion to the 
BRIrIsH merchants, ought to be remembred; for he caufed the whole 
amount of their lofs to be paid to their factors. 


The fortune of this eaftern fpoiler feemed now to decline very faft: and 
the general defection of the persians rendered the profpect of his future 
reign very gloomy. The flames of rebellion, which thus broke out in 
fo many different quarters, reduced him for the prefent to the neceflity 
of abandoning his defigns againft the rurKs; and in the month of MARCA 
this year £ he returned into the plains of HAMADAN. 

e Chapters XXX. XLII. XLVI. f See Vol. I. page 321. 5 See Vol. I, page 243, See 
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It is not fid whether Napier had any children by the aunt of snas 
+ £HMAS; but his unfortunate fon RIZA KOULI MYRZA, to whom a fifter 
of that prince had been given in marriage, had a fon by her, whofe name 
was SHAHROKH, now about ten years of age. It was fuggefted that 
NADIR defigned to abdicate the regal power in favour of SHAHROKH, as 
being lineally defcended on the mother’s fide from the serrie family, and 
that himfelf would retire to KÆLAT to end his days in repofe. ‘This 
opinion feemed to arife rather from the confufed ftate of affairs, than 
from the probability that Napi1r really meant to abdicate the crown, or 
that he could confiftently with his own fafety give up the command of 
his army. Nor was it probable that ssAHROKH, who was born in fuch 
diftraéted times, whofe father had been deprived of fight for rebellion 
againft his own parent, and whofe mother had poifoned herfelf, to avoid 
the cruel death of feveral of her relations, who were ripped up ; it Is not, 
I fay, probable, that fuch a perfon, however entitled by birth, fhould 
ever arrive at a quiet pofleffion of the regal dignity. 


Under fuch diftraction of the ftate, and the jealoufy of the ufurper, 
to name a fucceflor would have been to dethrone himfelf in his own ap- 
prehenfion. Every thoughtful man forefaw € what confufion muft ne- 
ceflarily follow the death of NApir, although this event was fo much 
defired by the people. It was moft natural to imagine, that as NADIR 
had put out the eyes of his eldeft fon RIZA KOULI MyRZa, the fecond 
fon NEZR ALI MYRZA, fhould be confider’d as the prefumptive heir of 
the PERSIAN diadem. This prince however gave no marks of a fpirit 
equal to fo dangerous a charge. ALI KOULI KHAN, the fon of IBRA- 
HIM KHAN", was therefore confidered as the perfon moft probable to fuc- 
ceed. This opinion was favoured by his being made governor of KHO- 
RASAN, and by a certain popularity of conduct, not fuch as gave um- 
brage at this time, but tending to make impreffions of his generofity. 

I 


© I have often difcourfed on the fubje&t with the srewcu jefuits in GHILAN, who foretold a great 
part of the calamities, which have fince happencd, as a natural confequence of that defperate ftate 
to which persia was reduced. h [BRAHIM KHAN, NADIR’s eldeft brother, the fame 
perfon who was killed by the tescees. It was faid that napir did declare ati Kour KHAN his 
iucceflor; but the authority is the more to be doubted, as the thing appears inconfiftent, whilit nesr 
ALI MYRZA had fo great a fhare in the command of the army. 
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I have related in what mifery ‘ persia was involved by NADIR’s ava- 
rice, joined toa reftlefs {pirit of conqueft, and a fear of difbanding his army. 
In the moft civilized countries we often find, that after a long feries of 
war peace is attended with many evil effects, ef{pecially from the lawlefs 
conduét of thofe who want {fkill, induftry, or honefty to get their bread. 
But in a country fo loft to a fenfe of moral duties, and fo impatient un- 
der the yoke of an ufurper, NAD«R’s foldiers would have been the firft to 
rebel, as foon as they fhould be difcharged. They already curfed him, 
not in their hearts only, but with their tongues; declaring, that he had 
no fenfe of humanity, and therefore his talents as a foldier could never 
render him worthy to reign over them: befides, the native PERSIANS in 
his army were much inferior to the number of the TARTARs, and con- 
fequently the former confider’d themfelves as acting under the influence 
of men whom they defpifed. ‘The people in general, grown defperate 
by feeing their fubftance torn from them, were kept from rebellion no 
longer than they were awed by a military force. Yet they were re- 
duced to fo hard a dilemma, as to tremble at the profpect of a change. 


Such was the fituation of persta in the middle of this year, when 
nothing could give a ftronger proof how much mankind are fcourges 
to themfelves in confequence of their own villainy, than that a people 
who had been regardlefs of their lawful king, now groaned under the 
tyranny of an ufurper who trod on their necks with fuch boundlefs cruelty. 
Nor was it lefs amazing how a country almoft deierted, could find pro- 
vifions to fupply an army. 


It is eafy to imagine the fatisfaction which the port received at the 
rebellions in PERSIA this made a difcovery of the real weaknefs 
of their enemy. They were ftill alarmed on account of ACHMED 
BASHA: the reluctance he had fhewn to act againft the PERSIANS, by 
which he defigned to maintain himfelf the better in his government, 
was conftrued by his enemies at court as a defertion of his mafter’s 
caufe ; and confequently that he meant at leat to erect an independent 
foverelznty. 

The 
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The «curxks, harraffed with war for fo many years, grew clamorous, 
and a change in the miniftry was threatened. Their fears perpetually 
reprefented NADIR SHAH as deftroying their armies, and laying watfte 
their country, without a profpect of peace. The court endeavoured by 
all poflible means to foothe the people: it was even declared that a 
peace was concluded with perstra, by the interpofition of ACHMED BASHA. 
The defign of this was to remove the fufpicions which were entertained 
of this BAsHA, and at the fame time to give the people hopes of repofe. 
The court however had experienced fuch caprice, inconftancy, and want 
of faith in NapIR, that they could make no dependance on any treaty 
with him, but fuch as was made {word in hand. Many projects were 
formed to bring vaft armies into the field: it was even propofed to em- 
bark fome bodies of the cRIM TARTARS On the BLACK SEA, and land 
them at TREBISONDE; and to bring troops from EGYPT, and land them 
at ALEXANDRETTA, to endeavour by this means to cover their dominions 
in the antient MESOPOTAMIA. In fhort, all poflible expedients were tried 
to fet bounds to fo dangerous a neighbour, whofe fortune had prevailed 
over the numerous rebellions raifed againft him. 


In JULY NADIR marched back again into the TURKISH dominions, 
feemingly with a view to fupport his troops in the enemy’s country, which 
he could no longer do in his own. All the frontier of the TURKISH do- 
minions had been fo long a prey to great armies, that they were be- 
come wafte. In the mean while, the taxes drawn from his people be- 
ing infufficient for the current fervice, he was obliged to have recourfe 
to his INDIAN treafure, but in fuch {mall proportions, as afforded very 
little relief to the people. 


WNapIR remained fome time between CASBIN and HAMADAN, with 
an army of thirty thoufand men; with thefe he awed his fubjects, 
particularly the inhabitants of the coaft of the casp1an, who were in 
general ripe for a revolt. In this fituation he could alfo fupport a cor- 
refpondence with his armies on the fide of 1np1a, and with that body 
of forces which he had left near KERKOUD. In the mean time he 
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expected to be joined by his forces which had been fent to the fouth 
againft sHirass, and the neighbouring country. 


Towards the clofe of this year, an action happened between the PER- 
SIANs and TURKS near CARS; but as it was by no means decifive, it ferved 
for little more than to fupport the fpirit of animofity, and prevent that 
peace which the rurKisH miniftry fo anxioufly fought: at leaft we do 
not find that the PERSIANS were driven out of the TURKISH dominions, 
nor that cars was taken, agreeable to the common reports of that time. 
The turks however maintained their ground with fuch refolution, as 
rendered all the attempts of the enemy abortive. 


The PERSIAN army paffed the winter near their own frontiers. NADIR 
feemed to think it neceffary to keep himfelf in readinefs againit the in- 
teftine commotions of his own country, and at the fame time to watch 
the motions of the TURKS, who were refolved to make their greateft efforts 
the next campaign. 


Near the end of this year, ACHMED KHAN, a PERSIAN general, fled to 
CONSTANTINOPLE from the tyranny of his mafter. The Turks received 
him with diffidence, left his pretended flight fhould be one of thofe 
{tratagzems which their artful enemy Napir had fo often played againft 
them. The KHAN however gave them fuch convincing proofs of the 
real caufe of his abandoning his late mafter, that he was received into 
the confidence of the TURKISH minifters. He flattered them into a be- 
lief, that if they would exert themfelves, and fend a large army into the 
field, the PERSIANS, being once intimidated, would defert in whole fqua- 
drons. ‘This opinion was founded on his knowledge of the great dif- 
affeétion of many of the officers and foldiers in the PERSIAN army. 


The LEsGEEs, remembering their defeat in sHIRVAN the beginning of 
laft year, were anxious to fee their haughty enemy humbled to the duft. 
For this purpofe they fent two embafladors to CONSTANTINOPLE, Offering 
to affift the ruRKs with a body of men, in confideration of a certain fum 
of money. ‘They reprefented at the fame time, how bravely they had 
defended their liberty againft the ufurper NADIR, and that they {till per- 
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fifted in their refolution of defending themfelves. It had not been the 
cuftom of the LEsGEEs for fome ages to leave their mountains to engage 
in the fervice of any foreign prince, nor have they often marched farther 
than SHIRVAN and GEORGIA to fight their own battles; but their prefent 
circumftances induced them to make this offer, to engage in the 
TURKISH fervice, as the swiss do in that of FRANCE. The PORT 
received thefe embaffadors with great marks of diftinétion, and gave 
them very fair promifes; but we do not find that they were fo 
fatisfactory to the crafty LESGEES, as to engage them to fend any 
fuccours to join the ofr TOMAN army: indeed it was not without the ut- 
moft difficulty the grand fignior could raife money to pay his national 
troops. 


This year began with preparations for the moft powerful army which 
had yet appeared in the field againft the PERSIANS, towards which SER- 
VIA, BOSNIA, and ROMANIA, all contributed their quotas. ‘This nume- 
rous army was to be afflembled at CARs, in order to open the campaign 
by the firft of aprit. The TuRKs feemed thus determined to make 
the moft vigorous efforts, and free themfelves from the dread of their 
enemy; which could not be done by keeping within their walls. This 
tafk was the more difficult, as a continued feries of ill fortune had in- 
timidated the orromawn forces; neither were the EUROPEAN troops in 
the leaft difpofed to pafs over into asia, as it had generally proved 
their grave. 


In the mean while, the fuppreffion of the rebellions of sHIRVAN, 
SHIRASS, and ASTRABAD, had humbled the persrans: though, groan- 
ing under a tyrannical government, they were in no condition to with-hold 
their obedience. NADIR being fatisfied that he had nothing to fear from 
his own people for the prefent, left his fon NEsR ALI MYRZA with a body 
of thirty thoufand men on the frontiers of PERSIA, and marched his 
army the beginning of this year into GEORGIA, where he found it moft 
eafy to fupport them, without any danger of moleftation. This ftep 
gave the rurRKs fome fatisfaction, as it enabled them to form their army Í 
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and afforded a temporary relief to thofe towns, againft which they ap- 
prehended the PERSIAN king would turn his arms. 


If the TURKs were ambitious of ftriking a decifive blow, NADIR allo 
behaved as if he meant to bring the war to an ifiue at one battle; for he 
took no meafures to obftrucét the junction of the orToman forces. 
About the middle of may he fent orders to his fon to advance towards 
ERIVAN, and near the end of juty both the PERSIAN armies arrived in 
the neighbourhood of that city. 


Two years thus paffed in rumours of war, and perpetual apprehen- 
fions of battles, without any blow being ftruck worthy of hiftorical re- 
cord: at length the fatal day arrived. The rurxKs, having had fo long 
a time to compleat their army, their forces were more numerous than in 
any of the former campaigns again{ft the PERSIANS: the SERASKIER, 
MAHOMMED BASHA, Was at the head of a hundred thoufand men. As 
{foon as he heard of the motions of the persians, he left ERZEROUM, 
and advanced to cars, where he joined ABDALLAH KOUPROLI: the army 
under this BAsHA confifted of thirty thoufand men. The junction of 
thefe forces, fupported by a numerous train of artillery, flattered the 
TURKS into a belief, that it was now their turn to triumph over an 
enemy who had been fo long an object of their terror. M AHOMMED 
BASHA directed his courfe towards ERIVAN, and during his march, he 
drove feveral parties, confifting of four or five thoufand PERSIANS, from 
their entrenchments and advanced pofts. 


NADIR SHAH Was encamped with fifty thoufand men about ten leagues 
from ERIVAN, and his fon, NEZR ALI MYRZA, with thirty thoufand, 
was advanced near the fame diftance. The van guard of the latter being 
met by the TURKS, a fkirmifh enfued, and the persrans immediately re- 
treated to join the main army commanded by the snan himfelf. Upon 
this, NADIR began to move, and fent a body of his forces to attack the 
TURKS In the rear, which was executed according to his intention. Be- 
ing arrived within two leagues of the enemy’s camp, he pitched his tents 
on a rifing ground, neareft that body of the rurKs commanded by AB- 
DALLAH BASHA. ‘The main body of the OTTOMAN army was encamped 
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advantageoufly, and defended by entrenchments, and a numerous ar- 
tillery. 


MAHOMMED BASHA had made fome marches to mect the king of 
PERSIA, with defign to give him battle. Thethird of AuGust he de- 
tached a large body of cavalry, fupported by a train of artillery; thefe 
troops being formed into order of battle, advanced upon the PERSIANS, 
whilft the Basua kept his whole army in readinefs to fuccour them. 
Napier gave orders for a detachment of his troops, inferior in number to 
that of the TURKS, to meet them; and after the firft difcharge of their 
mufquetry, to attack them with their fabres. The battle lafted from 
morning till noon with equal fortune, when the snan advanced in perfon 
at the head of a ftrong reinforcement, and brought on a general en- 
gagement. ‘The turks difputed the victory with great obftinacy, but 
in the evening they retired to their camp in confufion. They loft above 
twenty thoufand men, great part of them infantry, who were killed in 
the field of battle, befides a confiderable number of prifoners. The 
PERSIANS purfued them as far as their trenches, and then returned to 
their own camp a little after fun-{et. 


A lofs of fuch importance could not but difhearten the TURKS, who 
now feemed inclined to remain within their lines. The snan, taking 
advantage of the terror into which he had thrown the enemy, cut off their 
communication with cars ; by which means they were deprived of a fup- 
port. Neceflity therefore compelled them to leave their trenches a fecond 
time, not fo much with defign to give battle, as to make a defperate retreat. 
The eighth of aucusT they advanced with a large train of artillery, and 
cannonaded the enemy with great fury. ‘The PERsIANs fupported the 
fhock, and by the help of their own cannon drove them back into their 
trenches. The rurxs being now more clofely blockaded in their camp; 
the ninth of aucusT, as foon as night came on, they abandoned their 
entrenchments, and leaving their artillery and baggage, retreated towards 
CARS. 


Napier no fooner perceived their motions than he ordered a body of 


his men to follow them. The pers1aNns flung them into diforder, and 
made 
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made great havock: the next day as they followed the rurks, five leagues 
on the other fide the river ARPATSCHAI, a forced engagement enfued, in 
which the sERASKIER, MAHOMMED BASHA, Was flain. The PERSIANS then 
returned in triumph to their camp with five thoufand prifoners, and the 
head of the sERASKIER. The turks acknowledged their lofs upon the 
whole to be twenty-eight thoufand men, and three Basnas, befides the 
commander in chief; among thefe was ABDALLAH KOUPROLI, the fon of 
the sERASKIER KOUPROLI, who was killed in an engagement with the 
victorious NADIR nine years before. 


It is remarkable, that NADIR proceeded in this action with the ut- 
moit caution, not fuffering any of his troops to enter the TURKISH camp 
after the enemy had deferted it, till he was certain that this was no 
ftratagem to engage his men to plunder, and expofe them to be at- 
tacked at a difadvantage. ‘The lofs of the peRs1aNns on the occafion of 
this victory was about eight thoufand men, and fome of their generals: 
NADIR himfelf had two horfes killed under him in the firft battle. 


The remains of the TURKISH army arrived at cars without baggage, 
artillery or ammunition, and without any order, difcipline, or comman- 
ders of any note, fo that the hopes of the whole campaign were fruf- 
trated; and their enemies remained mafters of the field. However, 
they had lefs to fear from this event than from their former misfortunes 
in the PERSIAN war, fince they had the utmoft reafon to hope that the 
farther NADIR marched into their country, the more he would be di- 
ftreffed by the rebellions which were ready to burít forth on every fide 
of his PERSIAN dominions. The TURKISH miniftry therefore {till per- 
fitted in fupporting the war; and in DECEMBER following the port pub- 
lifhed a manifefto fetting forth the reafons of this refolution, in order to 
convince the people of the neceflity of this meafure, till NADIR SHAH 
fhould accept propofals of peace lefs dangerous and difhonourable to the 
OTTOMAN empire than any he had offered. ‘To confirm their refolution, 
the grand vizir fent orders that all the troops in NaToLt1a fhould hold 
themfelves in readinefs to march, in order to join the army at CARs. 


C HAP. 


1745. 


1745. 


1746. 





204 THE HISTORY OF Part V. 


CHAP XXXII. 


NADIR makes a peace with the TURKS. The RUSSIANS fend an embafja- 
dor to NADIR. Revolt of the GEORGIANS. NADIR’s barbarities at 
ISFAHAN and KHERMAN. Revolt of THAMARAS KHAN, and ALI 
KOULI KHAN. 


ADIR faw too well the danger impending from inteftine commo- 

tions in PERSIA, to entertain any thoughts of purfuing his victories 
againft the rurxKs: he rather chofe to enter into as fpeedy an accommo- 
dation with them as poffible. For this purpofe he fent ALI BEG, witha 
retinue of fixty perfons, as embaffador to the grand fignior, The 17th 
of January this minifter was conducted with the ordinary ceremonies 
to an audience of the orToMAN emperor, who received him with great 
marks of refpe&. ‘The vizir at the fame time informed him, that he 
might be affured, notwithftanding the misfortunes they had met with in 
the war with PERSIA, unlefs the suan would make propofitions more con- 
fiftent with the honour of the grand fignior, it would be impoffible to 
agree to a peace. As this embaffador had no full powers to negotiate, 
but was chiefly charged with a letter expreffing the good intentions of 
his mafter: the grand fignior replied, that he was fincerely difpofed to 
conclude a peace, as foon as the suan would agree to fuch terms as might 
render it folid and lafting ; and that in conformity to the sHAH’s propo- 
{als of friendfhip, he would immediately order plenipotentiaries to the 
frontiers of PERSIA: that thefe, together with ALI BASHA the SERASKIER 
who commanded at cars, might agree with the sHAH on a place moft 
convenient to open the conferences. Accordingly, towards the clofe of 
FEBRUARY, three minifters were difpatched a few days before the de- 
parture of the PERSIAN embaflador from CONSTANTINOPLE. In order 
that thefe conferences fhould produce their effect, directions were given 
to haften the preparations for the next campaign, in cafe NADIR fhould, 
according to his ordinary practice, amu‘e the TuRKs with the notions of 
8 an 
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an accommodation, whilft he meant only to gain time for purfuing the 
war with the more vigour when it better fuited his convenience. 


It is very evident that he had no defire of peace with the TURKS, 
any otherwife than as his own prefervation rendered it neceffary. In the 
beginning of the Jaft campaign he had declared in very familiar terms, 
what mighty prefents he wauld make his foldiers, after he had fet up his 
{tandard on the ramparts of CONSTANTINOPLE; a project not altogether 
improbable, could he have found the art of facrificing his avarice to his 
ambition, and by that means deliver his people from the miferies under 
which they groaned. 


It was remarkable in all the wars which NADIR waged againft the 
OTTOMAN empire, that the EUROPEAN TURKS no fooner entered ASIA, 
than they became enervated. Befides, the cloathing of the Turks being 
fo much longer than that of the persraNns, the former were under a very 
great difadvantage in battle* ; and yet, fuch is the reverence of mankind 
for the practice of their forefathers, or their jealous fears of changing 
for the worft, that we find the Turks ftill adhere to the fame military 
drefs. In EuRoPF, where fuperftition does not fo much abound, or at 
leaft is differently modified, the cuftom of loading foldiers with unnecef- 
fary cloathing is changed’, in almoft every country diftinguifhed for the 
knowledge of military affairs. To all appearance NADIR would have 
continued fuperior to the TURKS, unlefs he had pufhed his fortune too 
far, as generally is the cafe with princes of his genius; but Providence 
fets the bounds, which they have not the prudence to fix. 


After the battle of ERIVAN, NADIR marched to HAMADAN, to wait 
the arrival of the TURKISH minifters, who were fent to prepare the 
way for MUSTAPHA EFFENDI, the grand fignior’s embaffador. In order 
to prevent the evafive conduct which NanpiR had ordinarily practifed to- 
wards the TuRKs, this embaflador was ordered to return to CONSTANTI- 
NOPLE before the year expired. The port, fenfible in what circumftances 
the sHAH was, had juft grounds to believe that the happy period was at 

length 


k The rurKxs I am told have a method of tucking up the'r garments, but ftill they are not fo 
much difeng:ged as the PERSIANS. ! See Vol. II. page 209. 
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length arrived, in which they might agree to fix the boundaries of their 
refpective dominions ; and prevent that diftrefS and effufion of blood, in 
which the ambition of the rERs1AN king had involved the OTTOMAN 


em pire. 


ALI BEG, the embaffador of NADIR SHAH, fet out towards the end of 
MARCH, a few days after MUSTAPHA EFFENDI. He left the TURKISH 
court, with a view to make report to his mafter of the favourable fenti- 
ments of the grand fignior, with regard to their mutual tranquillity. In 
the mean while, freth reinforcements were fent to CARS and ERZEROUM, 
in order to give the greater weight to their negotiations. The TuRKS 
feemed refolved to fuffer the inconvenience of fupporting a very nume- 
rous army, rather than afford occafion to NADIR for making any exorbi- 
tant demands on them. ‘The expence of maintaining thefe forces on the 
frontiers of their astaT1c dominions was very great, the country being 
every where laid wafte; yet this ftep feemed to be abfolutely neceflary, 
whilft NADIR was at the head of fo formidable an army. 


The greateft part of this year pafied in negotiations, till at length 
MUSTAPHA EFFENDI brought this important affair to a happy iflue ; and 
a peace was concluded, upon the foundation of that of AMURATH IV. 
except that the PERSIANs were to enjoy the liberty of making the pil- 
grimage of MECCA, without acknowledging the TURKISH jurifdiction ; 
and to have alfo a liberty to eftablifh a PERSIAN prieft at the town of 
MESCHED ALI, near BAGDAT. The titles which NADIR affumed upon 
this occafion were, “ The moft exalted and moft generous prince; bril- 
« liant as the moon, and refplendent as the fun. The jewel of the 
‘© world; the center of the beauty of muffulmen, and of the true faith 
* of MAHOMMED. The fovereign, whofe troops are equal in number 
“© to the ftars, and who fits on the throne of XERXES.” 


The grand fignior, not to be out-done in pomp of words, arrogated 
the titles of ‘* The fovereign who is the fhadow of Gop; the mirrour 
‘© of juftice; the afylum of the true believers ; the king of kings, whofe 


‘© troops are equal in number to the ftars; the true fucceflor of the Ca- 
A. ss liphs s 
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« liphs; the fervant of the two facred and noble cities™; the lord of 1746, 
« the two countries, and of the two feas"; fultan, fon of a fultan; the 
« moft powerful, the moft formidable, moít magnificent, moft generous 
‘© emperor SULTAN MAHOMMED the conqueror, fon of MUSTAPHA the 


‘© conqueror 6 


The sERASKIER, ALI BASHA, who commanded on the frontier of 
PERSIA, was ordered to return into EUROPE, to take poffeffion of his 
government of BosNIA. The grand fignior’s court was in great joy on 
account of this peace; efpecially as NAD1R declared himf{elf an adhe- 
rent to the doétrine of HANNIFA, in oppofition to thofe expounders of the 
MAHOMMEDAN law, whofe opinion the PpERsIANs had generally adopt- 
ed. The renovation of their treaty with the courts of ST. PETERSBURG 
and viENNA, added alfo to the fatisfaction, and induced them to be- 
lieve it would be permanent. The next great object of their attention, 
was the preparation of a fplendid embafly to ISFAHAN, near which city 
NADIR was encamped with his forces. In the mean while, the PER- 
SIAN monarch appointed MUSTAPHA KHAN his embafiador to the grand 


fignior. 


We have already obferved that the Russ1AN court had not yet {ent any 
formal embafly to NADIR, fince his acceflion to the throne of PERSIA: 
it was therefore thought high time to perform this ceremonial, and ob- 
viate the ill effects which a feeming difregard might produce, now that 
NADIR had no foreign enemy again{ft whom to employ his forces. The 
impreffions which the RussIANs as well as the TuRKs had conceived, 
prevented in a great meafure the belief that the fate of this mighty con- 
queror was fo near at hand. KNEZ GALITZEN was accordingly appointed 
embaflador on the part of her prefent imperial majefty of RUSSIA P. 


Napir having left his northern dominions, fent into GEORGIA to de- 
mand all the fons of their nobility to attend his camp. A ftep of this 


nature 
m Mecca and MEDINA. a Generally underftood the caspian and BLACK SEAS. 
This treaty was not figned till the 11th of JANUARY 1747. P See account of this 


embaffy, Vol. I. Chapters LIV. LV. LVI. and LVIII. 
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nature could not but give thefe brave people great offence, efpecially as 
it feemed to indicate his jealoufy of them, and that he meant to hold 
their fons as hoftages, with a view to retain the people in their obedience. 
The GEORGIANS refolved to take up arms rather than fubmit; and to 
this they were the more induced, by the reports that the flames of re- 
bellion had reached the eaftern parts of persia. Thus encouraged, they 
repulfed a body of PERSIAN troops, which were fent into their country 
to levy taxes, and keep them in awe. 


Whilft napr was in the neighbourhood of 1sFaAHAN, he received in- 
teiligence that a rebellion was breaking out in the borders of KHORASAN 
This province, which had received fuch diftinguifhed marks of his fa- 
vour, was reduced to the fame degree of mifery as the other parts of the 
empire?: but the ABDOLLEEs of HERAT were the moft impatient of the 
yoke. Under thefe circumftances, what could be expected from the 
cruel avaricious NADIR ? From an inceffiant fatigue and labour of mind, 
attended with fome infirmities of body, he had contracted a difpofition, 
which in the generality of mankind is called by the name of peevifhnefs, 
but in him was a diabolical fiercenefs, with a total infenfibility of human 
fufferings. His avidity, as common to fickly minds, increafed with his 
years; and in order to indulge it, he feemed refolved to perform fome 
ma(ter-ftroke of cruelty. During his ftay at 1sFAHAN, he committed 
barbarities beyond any of the former years of his reign. This antient 
city, long efteemed the paradife of the PERsIAN monarchy, had in com- 
mon with all persia felt the fatal confequences of invafions and civil 
wars. The tyranny of NADIR had made a great progrefs in that ruin, 
which he now feemed determined to compleat. He made the heavicft 
exactions on the city and the adjacent country, and put to death numbers 
of the inhabitants: among thefe were feveral INDIAN and ARMENIAN 
merchants, whom he caufed to be burnt alive. It was pretended that 
they had bought fome horfe caparifons belonging to sHAH HUSSEIN, from 
which they had cut off the pearls, without accounting with him for 
their full value. However true this might be, it could not be deemed a 
fufiicient reafon for fuch barbarities. It is probable, that he fufpected 


the 
2 See Vol. II. page 2s. 
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the ARMENIANS held a correfpondence with the rebel GEORGIANS ; and 
that the ınprans in their commerce with KANDAHAR, might take occa- 
fon to mention the ftate of affairs in the northern and weftern parts of 
the empire. 

In JANUARY 1747 he left isFAHAN, and marched with his forces to 
KHERMAN. Here his cruelties were not inferior to thofe he had exercifed 
at ISFAHAN ; being reftrained by no ties of juftice, nor the tears of the 
miferable ; by no regards of hofpitality, nor even the protection due to 
{trangers: among other outrages, he caufed the interpreter of the DUTCH 
factors to be beaten with fticks, after the PERSIAN manner, till he ex- 
pired; pretending, that a persIAN of diftinction had depofited in his 
hands a large fum of money. 


From KHERMAN he proceeded to MEscHEeD, where he continued to 
practife the greateft barbarities ; few perfons of any note, whether mili- 
tary men or merchants, PERSIANS Or ARMENIANS, efcaped without the 
lofs of one or both their eyes. He then directed his courfe to K ÆLAT, 
the grand repofitory of his treafure. It was imagined, that he intended 
to put things in readinefs for his reception in that ftrong place, after the 
execution of his projects. 


Upon the breaking out of the rebellion in the province of HERAT, he 
had given orders to his nephew ALI KOULI KHAN, then at MESCHED, to 
march againft the ABDoLLEEs with a large body of forces; ftrictly en- 
joining him, that whatever the exigencies of affairs might be, not to unite 
his troops with thofe of TAMARAS KHAN. The latter commanded in the 
eaftern frontiers, and was reputed a man of great experience and know- 
ledge of war”: he alfo had the fame injunction with regard to ALI KOULI 
KHAN ; however, they entered into a correfpondence, which produced a 
mutual regard, and terminated in the junction of their forces. 


Napir was thus extremely alarmed; it feemed as if he was betrayed 
on every fide, and moft of all by hisown nephew. Things being thus cir- 
cumftanced, he wrote to ALI KOULI KHAN, to fend TAMARAS KHAN 

KES to 


r Tr is faid that this kuan had formed a regiment of infantry after the EUROPEAN: manner. 
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1747. tO him as a prifoner; and apprehenfive that his nephew might not obey 
thofe commands, foon after he fent orders to TAMARAS KHAN, to ar- 
reft his nephew, and fend him to his camp. Neither of thefe orders 
were obeyed ; on the contrary, a mutual communication of them pro- 
duced a firmer union, and more vigorous meafures for their fecurity. 


When NADIR found that neither of thefe generals were obedient, and 
that the junction of their forces rendered them at leaft as formidable as 
the royal army, he tried a further expedient to feparate them, which was 
to fend a meflage to his nephew, conceived in very gentle terms, defiring 
him to come to his camp. ALI KOULI KHAN excufed himfelf, alledging 
that the rebellion was not fuppreffed, and confequently his abfence would 
be attended with dangerous confequences. In the mean while TAMA- 
RAS KHAN had the fame invitation, and pleaded want of health. 





CHAP ARAIN; 


NADIR marches to MESCHED ; and from thence to the plains of SULTAN 
MEYDAN. He intends to maffacre part of his own army, but is bimfelf 
affaffinated. Difperfion of the PERSIAN army. Motives of NADIR’S 
fuppofed intention of a maffacre. Reflection on his death. 


N this critical fituation of affairs, NADIR took the refolution of march- 
ing to MESCHED, where he arrived towards the end of may. Thofe 
who had efcaped the barbarity of his officers, became the objects of his 
avarice, which was aggravated to a wanton fiercenefs in every {fpecies 
of cruelty. He then marched into the plains of SULTAN MEYDAN, a 
day’s journey to the north-weft of MEscHED. Here it is faid he called 
before him fome of the chiefs of the oUSBEGS, TURKUMANS, and other 
TARTARS, who compofed a great part of his army, and having {worn 
them to fecrefy and obedience, he difclofed his defign of putting to the 
{word all the pers1aNns in his camp; and that he would play off a fky- 
rocket at twelve in the night, as a fignal to begin the mafiacre: that 
when 
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when this work was done, he would load them with money and great 
honours; propofing, after he had erected a huge pyramid of PERSIAN 
heads, to retire and end his days at KÆLAT. 


A GEORGIAN flave in NADIR’s tent accidentally over-heard fome part 
of the conference, in which this bloody plot was refolved on. He imme- 
diately found means to difcover the fecret to the KURTCHI BASHI, who 
when night approached fent for feveral of the principal PERsIAN officers of 
the army, and communicated this extraordinary piece of intelligence. 
They immediately difpatched {couts to obferve the motions of the TAR- 
TARs, many of whom were reported to be whetting their fabres, as if 
{ome expedition was intended. Minds deeply tinčtured with jealoufy 
foon take alarm ; the leaft intimation of a defign fo horrid as this, might 
confirm their belief of it. Under this fatal extremity, what refolution 
could be taken but that NADIR himfelf fhould die? 


SALEH BEG, an Officer of great intrepidity, and colonel of the body- 
guard of AFsHARS, Offered his fervice for this purpofe, and demanded 
only four chofen men as followers. The ufual time of NADIR’s going 
to reft being paft, and a few hours before the fignal for the intended 
maffacre, SALEH BEG and his followers, under a pretence of urgent bu- 
finefs, with fome kind of violence pafied the guard; and rufhing into 
the outward partition of the harram met an eunuch, whom they dif- 
patched. From thence they proceeded into the harram, where they 
met an old woman, whom they alfo killed. ‘They were yet at a lofs in 
which of the tents * NADIR flept, till by the light of a lamp they dif- 
covered {fome jewels: here they rufhed in and found him. Either he 
had not yet flept, or was awakened by the cries of the woman, and rofe 
from his bed. When the affaflins approached him, napir drew his 
fabre, and demanded what bufinefs they had : SALEH BEG made no an- 
{wer, but immediately cut him with his fabre on the left fide of his 
collar-bone. This did not prevent the sHAn’s collecting force fufficient 
to kill two of the foldiers who came up to him to finifh their leader’s bu- 
finefs. He was then retiring out of his tent, when the cords of it tripped 

him, 


° "There are many tents within one common inclofure. 
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him, and SALEH BEG gave him a mortal wound. Nabpir cry’d, “ Mercy, 
‘© and I will forgive you all ;” to which this officer reply’d, ‘* You have 
« not fhewn any mercy, and therefore merit none.” 


SALEH BEG having performed this important bufinefs, cut off NADIR’s 
head. The TARTARS, to whom the tyrant had always fhewn a diftin- 
euifhed preference, no fooner heard that he was killed, than they ex- 
prefied the higheft refentment, and took to their arms; upon which a 
general pillage and confufion enfued: in feveral quarters of the army 
they attacked the PERSIANS, at once to revenge the death of their general, 
and afford the better opportunity of plunder t; fo that before daylight 
above five thoufand men on both fides were flain. ‘The body of the 
flaughter’d NADIR was then produced ; the TARTARS infifted on feeing 
his head alfo, and being fatisfied that he was really dead, the whole 
army difperfed. Some of them joined the forces of ALI KOULI KHAN, 
who at that time was at no great diftance. Others fought their refpec- 
tive homes, if fuch homes could then be found after fo great a change 
of affairs, and after a continued campaign for eighteen years. 


It is more than poffible that a maffacre of the PERSIANS in NADIR’S 
army was really intended, however incredible the thing may appear, 
Maffacres have been known even in the chriftian world, for the purpofes 
of zeal, ambition, or falfe glory. The affair of DEHLIE is a proof that 
{uch a thought was not ftrange to the mind of NADIR. It is natural for 
mankind to propofe fome end to themfelves, as the reward of their la- 
bours; which can be no other than the enjoyment of reft. This hap- 
pens even to men who are formed only for action, and upon the trial 
enjoy no fatisfaction in reft; fo much does the mind long for fome 
change in which life may become more grateful. Nap1r’s avarice was 
no longer fupportable; he had filled up the meafure of his iniquities; he 
had ruined persia; he had loft the affections of his fubjects, to a de- 
gree that converted all their fentiments of obedience into a thirft of 
revenge, which they only wanted an opportunity to gratify; he knew 

this, 

t I have never been able to get any information concerning thofe large jewels which ornament- 


ed the five fets of horfe-furniture belonging to napir. It is probable they were pillaged, or bury- 
ed and loit on this occafion. 
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this, and had no fenfibility of their fufferings. By the ftrength of his own 
underftanding, he might eafily forefee his fate approaching, if he did not 
take fome defperate means to prevent it. His nephew and TAMARAS 
KHAN,or himfelf, muit fall; unlefs he could {ecure a fafe retreat ink HLAT. 
This was hardly poflible, whilft he was furrounded by numbers who 
fought his deftruction, and would carry their wifhes into execution, upon 
the leaft diminution of his authority. 


Many reafons may be affigned, why fuch a man under fuch circum- 
ftances, fhould have recourfe to this expedient ; fince the complicated 
motives of revenge and cruelty, with defpair of his own prefervation on 
other terms, might fuggeft it to him. On the other hand there are many 
circumftances which do not favour the opinion; but it was generally report- 
ed and believed by the PEKstans. The manifefto’s publifhed after NADIR S 
death, only mention his cruelty and avarice in general. ALI KouL! 
KHAN does acknowledge that he was in a con{piracy again{t his uncie, 
and that he had fent a perfon on purpofe to perpetrate the fact; conf- 
quently it might have been effected, without any fuch motive as the ap- 
prehenfion of an intended mafiacre. It is however probable, that NADIR 
was not without fufpicion of the defign of his nephew; and, if he in- 
tended the maffacre, we may fuppofe it was in confequence of that 
fufpicion. 


Common fenfe and expericnce might teach us, that NADIR’s conduct. 


would produce a violent death at one time or other: no occafion could 
be more inviting than this: for befides all the terrors of his paft cruelty, 
his army had nothing before their eyes, but the dreadful fcene of civil 
wars, which had already laid wafte fo great a part of their country. The 
joint forces of AII KOULI KHAN and TAMARAS KHAN had not yet com- 
mitted any hoftilities; yet were thefe leaders in a {tate of rebellion ; and 
it was obvious, that they would never fubmit to NADIR, but by compul- 
five means. And for whom was NADIR’s army to fight? Fora man 
whom they detefted as a monfter of cruelty and opprefiion. 


Thus fell this fcourge of the eaftern world, at the age of fixty-one, 
after a reign of eleven years and three months, leaving a fatal proof how 
5 much 
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1747. much it is in one man’s power, in an age of great corruption, to plunge a 
whole nation into an aby{fs of mifery ; teaching alfo a leffon, that the fove- 
reign who converts the mercy and juftice which ought to grace a throne 
into oppreflion and cruelty, muft expect that Providence will fet bounds 
to his iniquity. By his example we likewife learn, that the moft am- 
bitious prince can never arrive at the power of doing much mifchief, till 
a people are devoted to a vain and luxurious life, eager only in the pur- 
fuit of trivial and unworthy gratifications, corrupt to an extreme, and loft 
to all fenfe of virtue. Could pers1ta have thus groaned under a world 
of miferies, but by the iniquity of PERsIANs? That iniquity became the 
inftrument of their tyrant’s power; and never will there want a tyrant in 
any country, when the people are arrived to fuch an extreme of venality 
and corruption. 


FART 
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CHAP AASY. 


Reflections on the death and general character of NADIR SHAH. An ac- 
count of his perfon, voice, firength, arms, valour, memory, diet, drefs, 
love of women, cruelty, avarice, diftrufi, artfulne/s, clemency, liberality, 
generalfhip, politics, &c. 


leave poor NADIR to revife his own actions, and to confider if 

an obfcure and early death had not been preferable to all the 
pleafures and triumphs of his life; but he is in the hands of that Judge, 
whofe laws it is our honour and happinefs to obey, and whofe councils 
it is impiety to {crutinize. 


‘ S the foul has certainly a confcioufnefs after death, we muft now 


The aétions of this ufurper made fuch a fplendid figure even in the 
eyes of the EUROPEAN world, that for many years it was doubtful on 
what principles he ated; and confequently what praifes were his due. 
Time has now taught us to ftrip them of all difguife ; and as he who ye- 
fterday was lord of the lives of millions, is now levelled with the meaneft, 
and it may be feared the vileft of men, we may fpeak of him without 
referve. We may expatiate freely on the wonderful abilities by which he 
captivated thofe who were the inftruments of his impicty. 


Fortune and fuccefs are apt to dazzle the tender fight of mortal man ; 
and to reprefent things as glorious, which in their nature are deteftable. 
Vor. IV. L| What 
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What millions has the phantom FALSE GLory facrificed at her altars! 
The actions of great conquerors, how unworthy foever, are often viewed 
in diftant ages and remote regions, not with wonder and amazement only, 
but even with envy. But the profpect of eternity muft convince us, 
that to dic for the fervice of our fellow-creatures is really glorious; 
whilft thofe who trample upon a proftrate world, and violate the laws 
of humanity, are but as dreadful ftorms, or peftilential blafts, to exe- 
cute the wrath of an offended Gop. Men who trace the paths of glory 
by the light of fire and fword, can have no right to be remembered, 
except it be with horror or indignation. 


To enter deep into the characters of men, even of our own country 
and religion, is no vulgar tafk ; but if we travel into remoter regions, 
where the manners and genius of a nation differ very much, to unravel 
all the foldings of a heart, diftinguifhed from among a whole people, by 
a mixture of qualities unintelligible upon common principies, the under- 
{tanding is puzzled. In characters like that of NADIR KOULI, we may 
trace out the cruelty of a NERO; the fubtlety of a HANNIBAL ; the valour 
of a scipio; the artfulnefs of a cRoMWELL; with the fortune, as well 
as the cataftrophe, of a c#sar: nor will thefe make up the compo- 
fition, till we add the avarice of a VESPASIAN ; and b'end them all with 
an unpolifhed brutal temper, fuch as mean educations are apt to exhibit, 


when poffeficd of great power. 


The minuteft circumftances relating to thofe, who have been the ob- 
jects of our aftonifhment, afford fatisfaction to the mind. I will there- 
fore mention fuch particulars, relating to NADIR KOULI, as have reached 
my knowledge, and which did not occur, or could not be fo properly 
inferted, in the body of this hiftorical account. ‘Thofe, to whom his 
perfon was familiarly known, agree that his countenance was expreflive 
rather of an ingenuous mind, than a cruel difpofition. He was an AF- 
SHAR, as already mentioned; and his face was rounder, and his nofe 
lefs inclined to the roman, than the persians generally are. His hair 


was black ; his eyes large and expreffive; his forehead high; and his 
2. complexion 
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complexion fwarthy. His body was robuft; and his ftature about fix 
feet: his fhoulders were round". His whole countenance and perfon 
were awful], particularly when he fpoke. 


His voice was fo {trong and fonorous, as to be audible to an incredible 
diftance; and the effect it had upon his own foldiers, as well as an 
enemy, when he gave his commands in the field of battle, proved one 
great {tep to his advancement to the regal power. 


His corporal ftrength was not lefs inftrumental to his fortune. The 
extreme indulgence which had been fhewn him by nature in the vigour 
of his conftitution, received an accumulated force by the habit of his life. 
The battle-ax is one of the moft antient weapons among the ORIENTALS, 
but it had been for fome years much neglected in PERSIA; NADIR re- 
ftored the ufe of it in a more particular manner: it was his favourite 
weapon, infomuch that before he aflumed the diadem, he was generally 
{tiled the ax-KHaN. Afterwards he was often feen with a battle-ax in 
his hand, playing with it in his tent of audience. His blows with this 
weapon carried with them inevitable death, of which he gave many 
proofs. 


His memory was as remarkable, as his perfect knowledge of the genius 
and temper of the persians. He could at all times eafily recollect the 
names, perfons, and characters, of all thofe with whom he had any con- 
nection Y“. He had ftudied the ftate of the finances, and knew the particu- 
lar revenues of every province : but he was fo great a mafter of the art of 
ways and means, that he over-fhot his mark, and by his opprefiions quite 
deftroyed his own end. As he had no turn to contemplation, his {pirits 
were free and untired by any reflections but what immediately arofe from 


LIZ his 
u The ortENTAL people generally are round-fhouldered, arifing from their manner of fitting, and 
this occafions there being very little of majefty in their gait. w What i. related of him con- 


cerning his dictating to feveral fecretaries at the fame time, I apprehend arofe from the notion that 
Ju LIUS CÆSAR did this. 1 will not difpute the abilities of either the roman or the persiax hero; 
but as the letters of the latter are contained in few words, the matter being given in general terms, 
the fecretary performs the office, and then reads the letter. And here it may be obferved, that there 
hive been fome inftances of their reading differently from what they wrote, which has been the 
oceafion of great villamies and perplexities. 
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his employments in the field. He was far advanced in life before he had 
learnt to read; nor did any part of his knowledge depend the leaft on 
books. His prefence of mind was very remarkable *; and his refolutions 


were almoft as quick as his thoughts: hence he did many things extra- 
vagant and abfurd. 


At one part of his life he drank freely of wine and brandy, but after- 
wards ab{tained from the latter entirely, and ufed the former in fuch a 
proportion only, as gave the greater energy to his thoughts, and fup- 
ported the activity and ftrength of his body. ‘The ufe of wine is con- 
trary to the MAHOMMEDAN law, but his example recommended it to his 
joldiers. He ufed to feed liberally upon a fimple diet; yet he would 
march a whole day upon the ftrength of a few parched peafe, which it 
is common for the PERSIANS to carry in their pockets. 


His drefs was not remarkable; his mind feemed to be fuperior to ex- 
ternal pomp or luxurious foftnefs. His pride was in precious ftones ’, 
with which his diadem was adorned, and he wore feveral in his turbant 
alfo. He was often feen with a large faphire in his hand, with which he 
ufed to amufe himfelf in his tent. It was faid, that he always wore a 
coat of mail of chain-work under his cloaths: this is not improbable, 
confidering the knowledge he had of the refentment of the people ta- 
wards him. He affected to gothinly clad, and recommended this ex- 
ample to his foldiers. 


It is reafonable to believe, that mens paffions are flrong in proportion 
to what is generally underftood by ftrength of mind, and in fome mea- 
fure connected with the appetite. Where religion and the cuftom of 
a country fubfcribe to any favourite inclination, it would be furprizing, 
if a man pofieffed of a boundlefs power, did not give as boundlefs a 
{cope to fuch inclination. NADIR was remarkable for his love of wo- 
men. It was faid, that fome years before his death, a virgin was 
brought to his bed every night: thefe are ftories however which are ri- 
diculous. He contented himfelf latterly with thirty-three women ?” ; 


fome 
* See page 71. Y I have already had occafion to mention the horfe-furnitures, 
Vol. I. page 255. z 'Thefe had about the fame number of female fervants and at- 


tendants, which conitituted the number mentioned in Vol. I. page 249. 
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fome of whom long retained a place in his favour. In his wars in TUR- 
xry, he often carried his feraglio with him. 


His deteftation of fodomy was extreme: but though he had frequent 
occafions of making examples of the practifers of that fin, yet I never 
heard that he interfered but once; and then he caufed the malefactor’s 
eyes to be put out, his ears, his nofe, and his lips to be cut off: un- 
der thefe miferable circumftances, this man put himfelf to death. In 
what manner the persrAns formerly regarded this fin, appears from 
the conduét of snan sEFFIE towards a youth, who, in refifting this 
atrocious crime, ftabbed his own mafter, a KHAN of great diftinction, 
for which the suan condemned him to be torn to pieces by dogs. The 
fame fortitude which induced this youth to deliver himfelf by fuch de- 
{perate means, fupported him to the laft; and he died with the utmoft 


bravery. 


As to cruelty, it at length became a kind of diverfion to NADIR ; this 
was chiefly excited by avarice, and jealoufy of his own fecurity, as well 
as a habit of infenfibility. I never indeed heard that he pet any man to 
death, in cold blood, with his own hands, after his advancement to the 
diadem: this is more than can he faid of fome of their former princes, 
who lawfully pofieffed the regal dignity ; for the PpERs1AN kings through 
many ages have been remarkable for great inhumanity. How very different 
are the chriftian and MAHOMMEDAN princes? The former, who under- 
ftand their dignity, never appear in cafes of execations*; the latter de 
light to be prefent, being otherwife diffident that their orders will not be 
performed. Nanpir faw the executicns of all th:fe who were put to 
death in his camp, nor ever appeared in the leaft diiturbed. 


When mens crimes become various and complicated, and the judge blends 
his private paflions or refentments with the exercife of his office, in what 
an extremity of mifery muft a nation be involved, where juftice is thus ad- 

2 miniftered ? 
a The late king of porTUGAL was indeed carried away with falfe notions of religion, fo as to 
be prefent, incog. at the burning of the jews. b The PERSIAN judges, either civil 


or military, who fit on caufes, are obliged to be prefent at the exccution of their own fentences ; 
when it does not extend to death, they mitigate or increafe as they think proper. 
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miniftered ? Some inftances of NADIR’s cruelty were the effects of policy. 
Upon occafion of his memorable exploit of driving the AFGHANs out of 
PERSIA ‘*, when he entered IsF AHAN in triumph, one of his foldiers violated 
the wife of a PERSIAN of diftinétion. The man complained to NADIR, 
that he could not live after fo great an indignity; ‘* No,” fays NADIR, 
« I think you cannot,” and immediately ordered him to be {ftrangled. 
He then explained to his officers the reafon of his conduct in thefe 
terms, “ I make no doubt but you will confider me as very cruel, for 
<< taking this man at his word ; but what can I do in fuch times as thefe ? 
‘¢ A victorious army cannot always be reftrained. Had I redrefied this 
« man’s wrongs, I fhould have a hundred fuch complaints made to me, 
« and my time would be taken up in chaftifing my foldiers, inftead of 
« employing them to conquer the enemies of our country.” However, 
he altered his rule of conduét in this particular, of which I have related 
fome inftances. 


He often fuffered feveral to pafs with impunity, though he knew they 
gave him no lefs harfh an appellation than villain; but towards thofe 
who exercifed their wit in keener fatyr, he was inexorable. It is a com- 
pliment amongft the PERSIANS, to fay upon the entrance of a gueft, 
‘© Your place was very void*.” In the maufoleum which NADIR caufed 
to be built at MEscHED, for his reception after death, fomebody wrote 
on the walls in very pathetic terms; “ Oh! NADIR, how full of thy 
« renown is every corner of the earth! Thy name indeed is very great ; 
‘© but thy place here is very void.” Severe inquifition was made for the 
author of this writing; it was concluded to be done by fome man of 
letters; and many MULLAHs were brought to a trial: to compel them 
to a difcovery, fome were whipt to {fuch an extremity, that they expired 


under the lath. 


In allufion to NADIR’s exaltation, a certain perfon obferved of a foun- 
tain in ISFAHAN, that the higher the water was thrown up, the greater 
was the velocity of its fall. NADIR never wanted the bafe inftruments 
of tyranny to acquaint him of the minuteft actions ; and this man grati- 


fied his wit at no lefs an expence than his life. 
None 


© In 1729. d This anfwers to, Your company was much wanted. 
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None of their former kings ever inflicted punifhments in a greater 
variety, or with circumftances more whimfical and extravagant, than 
NADIR. ‘Two perfons of diftinction wrote to him feveral times, com- 
plaining of each other: at length they were both fent for to the camp. 
It is probable he knew the characters of thefe men; but without enter- 
ing into the merits of either of their complaints, he pronounced them 
both rafcals ; ** And fince,’’ fays he, ‘* you are fo fond of troubling me 
‘¢ with your epiftles, I will fpoil your fport;” accordingly he ordered 
the eyes of both of them to be put out. His wantonnefs in cruelty was 
not lefs apparent, in the inftance I have mentioned of the dancer“. 
Another time he ordered a man’s teeth to be pulled out, for no other 
reafon than their being buck-teeth. ‘The ftory of his caufing sHAVERDI 
BEG to be beaten, in order that he might remember the charge which 
was given him‘, had humour and judgment mixed with barbarity. 


He treated common men and delinquents of the higheft rank without 
much diftinétion of perfons. It was no unufual fight in the chancery, 
to fee thofe who had been the day before baftinadoed almoft to death, 
whofe eyes had been put out, or their nofe cut off, yet brought before 
him to be further queftioned. Upon thefe occafions they have often 
funk down thro’ pain or want of reft: and thefe miferable objects have 
been alfo obliged to travel with the camp. When NADIR fent for any 
perfon, if he did not inftantly come, the mefiengers drove him with 
blows ; and thofe who have made any fhort delay, to finifh their 
prayers *, or to perform any other weighty bufinefs, have been often 
baftinadoed. 


The avarice of this tyrant was no lefs remarkable than his cruelty. 
It was his cuftom, according to the practice of former kings, to fend for 
the governors of the provinces, however remote from his camp, to ap- 
pear before him every new-year’s-day. His intention in this very fre- 
quently was to mul&t them, or put them to death. His ordinary me- 
thod was to interrogate them concerning the ftate and condition of the 


province, 


¢ Vol. I. page 256. f Vol. I. page 219. e The MAHOMMEDANS are 
much ftricter in this refpe“t than the chriftians. 
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province, and of their own behaviour in particular. From thence he 
proceeded to trifling and fuperfluous queftions, concluding that he fup- 
pofed they had defrauded him of large fums. ‘* How much,” fays he, 
‘“ of my money have you eaten®; and in whofe hands is it lodged? ” 
Thefe queftions were ordinarily followed by the baftinado, to induce 
them to condemn themfelves, or to accufe other people of being depo- 
fitaries of confiderable fums. It frequently happened that thefe perfons, 
either to avoid the pain of corporal punifhments, or with the hopes of 
being reftored to their governments, have given in a fictitious lift of per- 
fons as their debtors, with the fums due from each, and alfo of effects 
depofited in their hands. They even took this occafion to gratify their 
private refentments, by mentioning thofe as their debtors, who had given 
them any offence. The confequence of thefe declarations was the iffuing 
a decree, ordering the collection of fuch fums and effects by the fevereft 
executions of military law, without any liberty of appeal previous to the 
payment. If thefe pretended debtors, after a fevere beating were found 
incapable of payment, orders were often given to collect fuch fums from 
the province. The governors were frequently guilty of enormous extor- 
tions and cruelties, without giving a true account of what they had thus 
unjuftly colleéted ; yet the complaints of the people feldom obtained them 
any relief; for the elders or principal perfons of the provinces, who 
were generally called on to appear as witnefies againft their governors, 
were often compelled to make good their allegations, by paying the de- 
ficiency of the sHan’s demands, after the fequeftration of the governor’s 
effects. He carried the matter fo far that upon a certain occafion, when 
he found himfelf diftrefled how to anfwer one who had vindicated his 
conduct, he faid to him, ‘* You rafcal, did not you drink cold water i >’’ 


It does not appear, from any circumftance of the firft ftage of this 
man’s life, that his temper was avaricious. It is natural to believe, that 
he thought nothing could fecure his ufurpation better than the poverty 
of the people, as the moft effectual means of preventing their rebellions, 
or of rendering them abortive. This is the beft argument that can be 

brought 


> The ordinary term in pers1a for embezzlement. t This is an inftance of fuch flagrant 
yranny, as hardly comes within the limits of belief, yet I have been afiured that it is really true. 
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brought in extenuation of that crime, which at length became the great 
moving principle to drown PERSIA in blood. Poverty without doubt 
was a great difcouragement, and often proved a bar to the fuccefs of 
their attempts againft him. But what can we fay of his unjuft and cruel 
treatment of private perfons, merely for the fake of what they pofleffed ; 
where there was not the leaft reafon to fufpect their loyalty ? 


In 1740, feveral diftriéts in GHILAN were ordered to equip foldiers 
for the fervice of the crown, and to be anfwerable in the penalty of one 
thoufand crowns * for each deferter. This proved a fource of oppref- 
fion; for thefe recruits were generally ill paid, and ill treated in the army, 
that they might be tempted to defert; and the payment of the penalty 
was always rigoroufly exacted of the fecurities. 


When he found himfelf bound in honour to difapprove of the be- 
haviour of his governors, of whofe unjuft conduc all poffible evidence 
had been given, his decrees for reftitution to the complainants were 
generally expreffed in fuch ambiguous terms, as rendered the application 
for juftice vexatious, and the iffue of them oftentimes unfuccefsful. Sen- 
fible of his predominant vice, his greateft officers greedily amafied riches, 
as the fureft means of their prefervation; though it frequently happened, 
thofe very riches were the caufe of their deftruction. Having been often 
challenged to anfwer for their corruption, feveral of the moft confidera- 
ble amongft them, at length refolved to keep a regular account of all 
prefents they received, that in cafe of need they might produce it: but 
{till it was a misfortune to poflefs any money; for NADIR feldom thought 
he had got their all. Shew and equipage is a favourite paflion among 
the PERSIANS, yet I obferved the governors who came to anfwer for 
their condu&t, and other great officers, chofe to walk on foot in the 
camp, rather than appear in any civcumftances of affluence. As to the 
officers of inferior rank, they imagined their fecurity confifted in re- 
faiing prefcnts. 

Avarice, 


E 250/. 


War, lV; M m 
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Avarice, the peculiar weaknefs of old age, increafed on NADIR with 
his years: yet his rapacioufnefs might not be entirely an effect of this 
paffion. If we confider the vaft expence of his army ; the impoffibility 
of raifing taxes upon his people, in the latter part of his reign ; and that 
his fafety depended on the military power with which he was furround- 
ed; his INDIAN treafure, though reputed very large, was not fufficient 
to check his apprehenfions of want. At length he gave a ftanding 
order to his minifters, not to prefent any petitions to him that were re- 
pugnant to the intereft of the crown™; by which was plainly meant, 
that he would do no other act of juftice in money affairs, than the bare 
payment of his army. 


The feizure he made on his own foldiers, on the banks of the 1npvus, 
is as diftinguifhed a proof of his avarice, as of his refolution. From that 
time he laid claim to all diamonds and jewels of value, that were expo- 
fed to fale in his dominions ; alledging, that he had been defrauded of 
them, on the occafion of his InDIAN conqueft; or that they were ftolen 
out of his jewel-houfe. He has more than once punifhed offenders of 
this fort with baftonading, and even with death; and, in thefe cafes, 
befide the lofs of the precious ftones, he inflicted a mult of equal 
value. 


Jealoufy and diftruft, in all their horrid forms, will ever wait in the 
chambers of tyrants, and torment them ‘ before their time.’ Nanprir’s 
great officers were {o fenfible of this, that they were afraid to converfe even 
with ftrangers, except when they were upon duty in their tribunals, 
Neither did they dare to vifit each other in their tents, except in the day- 


time : 


m This isa common notion in arbitrary countries, where the prince and his fubjeéts are often con- 
fidered in fo different a l.ght, that many acts of juftiee are omitted, out of a religious regard to the 
intereft of the crown, as they are pleafed to call it. Perhaps it is from the fame notion, that 
even in fo polite and free a country as GREAT BRITAIN, the debts of a deceafed prince are paid 
very late, and fometimes not at all. This conduct feems to be void of ceconomy, if not of jutftice, 
If it is underftood as a condition, that when a prince dies, the tradefman muft lofe his money, there 
ought at leaft tobe fome method in payments whilft he lives; and, in the mean while, the prince 
mult pay dear for all that he confumes that is bought on truf, 

4 
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time; and that only in the prefence of their fervants, or other witneffes, 
left a fufpicion fhould be conceived of their caballing againft him". He 
made no fcruple of telling the people that he was apprized of their dif- 
affection, but that he neither regarded it nor them. An arrow was fhot 
once into his quarters with a libel, accufing him of tyranny and irreli- 
gion; demanding of him if he was a devil or god; a tyrant, a king, or 
a prophet? That if he was a god, they would fupplicate his mercy to 
avert their punifhment; if a king, they intreated him to fhew clemency ; 
if a prophet, to produce his miffion? To this paper NADIR made a very 
difpaffionate anfwer: ‘** I am neither god nor devil, tyrant nor prophet ; 
‘* but I am one fent from Gop, to punifh an iniquitous generation of 
« men.’ This anfwer was written, and copies of it annexed to the 
libel, and placed in the moft confpicuous part of the camp: a promife 
of pardon was alfo made to the author, if he would difcover himfelf; 
and a confiderable reward to any perfon who fhould difcover him. 


Much may be alledged for the fufpicious turn which he took; for the 
PERSIANS are as gentle, foft, and perfuafive in their manners, as they 
are full of cunning and deceit. ‘They are polite, and affect condefcen- 
fion to ftrangers or guefts ; but where they have any power or authority, 
their deportment is felfifth, haughty, and infolent: to this we may add 
a {trong propenfity ° to rebellion. From his earlieft life Naprr had an 
experimental knowledge of them, in all their feveral ranks and condi- 
tions; and feemed now to have adopted as an invariable maxim, that 
they could be ruled only with a rod of iron. ‘Thus feveral caufes con- 
curred to cherifh a cruel, jealous difpofition. As he mounted the throne 
by means of the corruption and immorality of the people, policy ftill re- 
quired him to fow the feeds of a jealous enmity among the principal per- 
fons under his command. 


How dreadful the fituation of a tyrannical king, when the very 
union of his fukjects is the greateft object of his terror; and their mu- 
tual hatred and difguift effential to his fupport! Religion was {ftill the 

Mm 2 cloak 


® See Vol. I. page 189. ° Though this may not be the proper charatteriftic of the 
people, yet it feems to be an effect of their prefent immorality, as well as refentment of tyranny. 
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cloak to foment animofities. The Persians profefied a veneration for 
ALI, and their expounders of the khoran; whilft the TARTARs, and 
other nations, of which his army was chiefly compofed, were of the fect 
of the suNNis. NADIR ranked himfelf ftrictly with neither P, but was 
equally attentive to gratify both, whenever the occafion required. His 
ereate{t fupport arofe from the multitude of his {pies and emiffaries, de- 
tached into every part of the empire. His public officers and private 
agents, growing fufpicious of each other, were equally impatient of giving 
the firft information, of any fecret defign, or even difaffection, in pre- 
judice to their mafter. Thus the neareft relations and moft intimate 
friends, often entertained a jealoufy of each other. ‘Thofe who had any 
honefty in their nature, might be fometimes tempted for their oaths fake, 
and to prevent the effufion of blood, to give intelligence; the envious 
and revengeful to gratify their private paffions; his mercenaries for their 
intereft : and almoft in general were they defirous of fharing the fpcils 
of ruined provinces; thus tearing out the entrails of their common pa- 
rent, and rendering themfelves inftrumental to their own deftruction. 
Every focial virtue was neglected ; common faith and common honefty 
were little more among them, than bare names. Under thefe circum- 
{tances, how could they be delivered from the power of one tyrant, with- 
out falling into the hands of another? 


Whilft NADIR’s glory was ripening, it was his policy to make great 
profeffions of efteem to thofe whofe fervices he ftood in need of; but 
afterwards he aéted on the wretched maxim, that a king has no friend 
or relation. Gratitude confequently could not appear as a princely virtue, 
nor have any feat in his breaft; on the contrary, he feemed diffident, 
that thofe who were capable of a zealous concern for his intereft from a 
principle of affection, might on the fame principle be partial to others 
alfo, if his conduct fhould render him ungrateful tothem. This feemed 
to be the general rule he obferved, with fome few exceptions; fince we 
find that the vigilance and moderation of MUSTAPHA KHAN and Cos- 
SIM KHAN, the only two perfons whofe conduct I ever heard com- 
mended, fupported them; and we muft amidft all his crimes do NADIR 

the 
P We have already explained his polticial inclination to the fect of the suNnNis. 
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the juftice to remember, that he cherifhed the& men to the laft. This 
feems to prove how irrefiftible the charms of virtue zre; and that the 
fubjects of PERSIA were in general almoft as little deferving meicy as 
their king was difpofed to fhew it. But the amiable qualities of the 
mind being fo rare, they could be no great objects of his ċread : the 
perfections moft level to his obfervation, and which ftruck n:of forci- 
bly on his mind, were corporal ftrength and valour. Though he often 
ftood in need of thefe, the perfon who acquired any diftinguifhed re- 
putation for them, became the object of his envy, if not of his fear. 
Of this they told me a remarkable ftory : 


A certain MIM BASHI ? had often diftinguifhed himfelf in the field 
of battle : his fkill in the ufe of the fabre was not lefs extraordinary than 
his corporal ftrength, and he was at length made a KHAN. The PER- 
s1Ans, in their hyperbolical manner of fpeaking, fay, that this man could 
cut a mule with a pack-faddle on her back through at one ftroke. It 
is hardly credible how much the Persians efteem bodily ftrength and 
military abilities: NADIR caft a jealous eye on this perfon ; and as if 
he meant to try his virtue, he gave him the charge of a beautiful girl, 
to be carried to his brother IBRAHIM KHAN. On the way he debauched 
her; and IBRAHIM difcovering the indignity, fent her back to the king his 
brother. It is eafy to imagine, that NADIR would refent the affront alfo; 
in fhort, he vowed to fhed the blood of the offender. RIZA KOULI 
MYRZA, then in high favour with his father, had a very particular re- 
gard for this officer ; he attended the prifoner before the sHAun’s * pavilion, 
pleaded his caufe, and obtained his pardon. Napnpir, for the fake of his 
vow, ordered a bit of the offender’s ear to be cut off. This however 
was but a temporary reprieve: {oon after he was fent to burn a TURK- 
IsH village ; but before it was poffible for him to arrive there, he was 
recalled, and queftioned why he had not performed his orders; and after 
feveral imperious infults, NADIR commanded that he fhould be ftrangled. 
Before the bow-{tring was thrown about his neck, he made a fign, as if 
he had fomething of importance to communicate; and, as is ufual in 

fuch 


3 Commander of a thoufand horfe. ¥ The circumftances feem to indicate, that this event 
was a l.ttle before he was declared kinz. 
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fuch cafes, a fufpenfion was permitted. The KHAN availed himfelf of 
this interval, to plunge out of the hands of the executioners; and feizing 
the fabre of one near him, rufhed forward towards the snan, who rofe 
from his feat, and retired before his enemy. ‘The attendants near the 
royal pavilion interpofed, and killed the delinquent, but not before he 
had flain three of them. This circumftance was one great caufe, why 
the people in general, as well as the prifoners, who were brought before 
the suan, were kept at a greater diftance than common, 


The natural pride of the human heart is flattered, when our fuperiors 
bring themfelves down to our level. The general, who is not over-tender 
of his perfon, becomes the minion of the common foldiers; but if to cou- 
rage he adds liberality, he fubdues their hearts. Napier was a matter of 
every art of this fort, and in his firft appearances in life, gained the uni- 
verfal affection of the army. He was no fooner vefted with a command, 
than he became afliduous to ingratiate himfelf with the foldiers, not only 
by procuring them their pay in due time, but alfo good cloathing at an 
eafy price, with the addition of occafional gifts. He was not ignorant 
of the ufe of clemency, in circumftances of great importance. A party 
of ousBEGs, who had done him fignal fervice in battle, afterwards de- 
ferted from him: he fent a body of troops, and brought them to his 
camp as prifoners: they expected death; but he bid them continue to 
ferve him faithfully, as they had already done, and made every private 
man the prefent of fifty crowns, and gave five hundred to each officer. 
The revolt of foldiers, on whom he moft depended for the fecurity of his 
perfon, as well as the advancement of his glory, might have been attended 
with very dangerous confequences. But he no fooner carried his point, 
than he adopted new principles. Common prudence indeed obliged him 
to be watchful of the ceconomy of his army; yet the meannefs of his 
education could not be corrected by his advancement to the diadem; and 
whilft jealoufy and diftruft became his conftant companions, cruelty and 
avarice gained the afcendant over him, in every action of the latter part 
of his life; this appeared in many circumftances, not only towards his 
army, but to the people in general. 


No 
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No part of NADIR’s character was more diftinguifhed, than that of a 
general; he lived in the field in the feveral characters of a peafant, a 
captive, a fervant, a robber, a foldier, a general, and aking. Bred up 
in all the arts and fubtleties of the TARTARS, he acquired a great pro- 
ficiency in the practical knowledge of robbery. Hence it is eafy to ima- 
gine, that a perfon of his extraordinary natural talents and perfonal f{trength, 
fhould become forward, bold, and enterprizing. Enured to a military 
life, he acquired a ftrong inclination for that variety which a continued 
change of place is apt to create. The intrepidity which he poffefied in 
fo eminent a degree, isa dazling quality among men profeffing arms ; 
but fuccefs eftablifhed his charaéter as an able and fortunate general. 
His perfon and voice were inftrumental to his promotion, but his va- 
lour was not lefs fo. They feem to have acted reciprocally on each 
other; and the confcioufnefs of his fuperiority over moft other men, 
rendered him dauntlefs to a degree of amazement; yet were his mo- 
tions generally directed with great prudence : the fame prefence of mind 
which affifted him on all emergencies, taught him alfo how to confult his 
own fafety; for it cannot be imputed entirely to fortune, that he was 
never wounded. In the height of his grandeur, he would upon any 
emergency, out-march his baggage, and fuffer any hardfhip incident to 
a common foldier. 


His quicknefs of obfervation where his forces were weakeft, and his 
prefence of mind in fuccouring them, ever gave him a wonderful fupe- 
riority over his enemies. His refolution feemed to infpire his people with 
a determined purpofe to conquer or die; nor did his officers ever behave 
ill with impunity. In aétion, he generally tired many horfes, being 
never long miffing where his prefence was needful. Upon thefe occa- 
Gons he was wont to addrefs bis men in fuch familiar terms, as feemed 
to demonftrate an opinion, that a foldier will not perform his duty well, 
when he has no regard for his general. He found it indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary to keep his army in motion, to prevent thofe confpiracies, for 
which a great part of his foldiers were always ripe; by this means alfo, 
the people in the remote parts of the empire were kept in awe, and 

he 
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he was ready to oppofe the invafion of his neighbours, or to make 
conquetits. 


As he enjoyed great health, and was enured to exercife, his activity was 
hardly to be exceeded. His mind was ftrongly tinctured with the notion 
of predeftination, and he became fo much the more dauntlefs by it; yet 
we do not find that he fell into the abfurd practice of deviating from the 
dictates of common fenfe, with which this erroneous principle fometimes 
affects its votaries. He feldom placed a confidence that was unnecefiary, 
or expofed himfelf to a danger that was avoidable. In the conduét of his 
wars, he ever preferred ftratagems to force, His marches were always 
amazingly rapid, and his progrefs fo irregular, and contrary to the ordinary 
rules of war, that he confounded his enemies. ‘Thus he often defeated 
their beft laid {chemes, and attacked them where they were leaft able to 
defend themfelves, Yet in matters of the greateft moment, his refolutions 
were generally fo quick and furpafling ordinary apprehenfions, that it feem- 
ed doubtful whether they were the effects of a folid judgment, or a blind 
temerity. Under the difficulties in which he was often involved, irrefolu- 
tion feemed to be what he dreaded moft; nor did he dare to afk advice, 
left he fhould weaken the fuperiority by which he governed. The neigh- 
bouring MAHOMMEDAN ftates, after fome years knowledge of him, 
conceived fuch an opinion of his penetration, and fuch a dread from 
his fortune, as to afcribe to him a kind of preternatural power. ‘The 
fame notions, among his own people, often led them to betray themselves, 
and defert their own caufe. 


As to religion, it was uncertain what his notions were: before a battle, 
it was his conftant cuftom to proftrate himfelf for the fpace of a minute, 
and make an ejaculatory prayer ; this being the chief, if not the fole a& 
of religion, of which he gave any demontftration, as the PERSIANS con- 
fidently relate of him. 

Never was a man more indefatigable with regard to perfonal application 
and attendance to every duty of a commander: and it was his practice in 
the height of fummer, and fometimes at other feafons, to come to his tent 
of audience early in the morning, often making it a fecond vifit before noon, 
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and fpending many hours of the evening in the fame manner. lle was 
punctual in the payment ofhis army, and took a furprizing care that his 
camp fhould be fupplied with the neceflaries of life ; but at the fame time 
he received great advantages by being the fole vender of cloth, and fome 
other commodities to his foldiers, conftantly employing a perfon under 
the denomination of the sHan’s merchant. 


Whether it arofe from the fuperiority of his genius that he neglected 
forms, or from the narrownefs of his education that he could not fill up 
the character, he often forgot the dignity of a king. Upon the occafion 
of his giving a government to a certain perfon, he fpoke to this effect : 
« Remember that you are not to have any communication with the 
© nruLLAu?; but I know that you will go to him by night‘, and you 
« will talk of me; he will confefs there is not fuch a king in the world 
« as I am, but at the fame time he will tell you I am a rafcal “*, and 
« have no mercy: take heed how you liten to his fuggeftions.’’ Nor 
was he lefs ingenuous upon many occafions. Having afked if there were 
any prince on the earth greater than himfelf and the grand fignior ; and 
being anfwered, that there were not any, he replied, ‘‘ You are mif- 
« taken; the BASHA Of BAGDAT Is greater than either of us; for both 
« of us have been endeavouring to reduce him to our fubjection, but his 
« fortune and conduét have been fuperior to our attempts ”.” 


Many circumftances of the politics of this extraordinary man were un- 
fathomable, particularly in his punifhing offenders ; petty crimes he often 
chaftifed with heavy punifhments, whilft offences of the blackeft dye 
fometimes paffed with impunity, or a flight refentment. Even thofe 
who had been in open rebellion againft him, he has more than once 
reinftated in their office, or preferred them to greater dignities, of which 
TAGHI KHAN is a remarkable inftance. Thus he feemed inclined to 
truft thofe who had been his avowed enemies, rather than fuch as he 
had not yet proved. 


In 
s A certain priet whom navir fulpefled of difattection. t He alfa mentioned the room 
where they would fit, with other circumitances. u KuRUMSACK. w As menticned 
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In the latter part of his reign he had no counfellor; and his minifters 
in moft repute were fo far from being admitted to any kind of fami- 
liarity, that they dared not enter his tent. When they had bufinefs with 
him, they ftood in the open air within the femicircle of his attendants, 
being rarely allowed to fit down. It muft be obferved, that the rank 
to which he promoted them was a reward for their valour, and their 
knowledge of the arts of extortion, not for their wifdom or probity ; 
from whence it naturally followed, that men of the meaneft extraction 
often poficfied the higheft offices. 


The ftate of mankind is fo corrupt, that actions even of the brigheft 
hue frequently endanger the fecurity of the actor, by the malice, envy, 
avarice, or ambition of other men. ‘This has been in no country more 
verified in thefe latter ages, than in PERSIA. ‘To thofe uncommon 
talents which NaprR pofiefled, had he joined humanity and probity 
of mind, it would be reafonable to think he might have been the in- 
ftrument to prevent the ruin of that unhappy country. But could a man 
of probity rule over a people, whofe corruption rendered them mature 
for deftruétion ? Had the people been lefs vicious, the vices of the 
ufurper could not have been fo deftructive. 


In extenuation of NADIR’s crimes, great as they will ever be acknow- 
ledged, there was a moral certainty of his becoming a facrifice much 
fooner, had he been poffeffed of lefs power. It was with him, as with 
many great wicked men before him; being advanced in the perilous paths 
of ambition, he found it dangerous to ftop, and impofiible to retreat with 
fafety. Self-prefervation then called on him to march on, and explore 
the giddy heights from whence he fell, and involved his country in fuch 
prodigious ruin. We are apt to afcribe even the good actions of wicked 
men to finifter purpofes, ‘There is no character without fome fhades 
and mixtures of virtue. In the beginning of his reign, NADIR dif- 
penfed juftice with an equal hand, and affected the name of a juft king. 
Great encouragement was given to appeal to him upon every occafion of 
the extortion or illegal proceedings of his governors; nor was redrefs to 
be obtained but from his decrees: fuch was the abominable corruption 
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of the people. Thus at a time when men of fentiments might have fome 
flattering expectations of happy confequences from the victories of their 
fovereign, the arts of venality prevailed fo much, that even the royal de- 
crees could not be carried into execution, without bribes and prefents. 


It is an inconteftable fact, that PERSIA was indebted to NADIR KOULI 
for her deliverance from the yoke of the aFGHANs: to him fhe owed 
the reftoration of her legal fovereign ; and by his valour and conduc 
the PERSIAN monarchy recovered, in a little more than eight years, the 
feveral dominions which had been torn from her during the weak and 
effeminate reign of SHAH HUSSEIN, and the invafion of the AFGHANS; 
but that he acted on juft principles, or poffeffed fuch abilities as were ne- 
ceflary to fecure all thefe advantages, the fondeft panegyrift never will 
pretend. On the contrary, it feems plain from the iffue, that he was 
influenced by motives which eclipfe his beft aGians, and that he afpired 
at the fovereignty from his firft defeat of the arGHANs. Many caufes 
co-incided to flatter the higheft expectation that could be formed in his 
breaft; of thefe the great corruption of the people muft have been the 
chief; whilft the weaknefs of sHaAH TH#HMAs opened fuch a profpect 
to him of mounting to the fupreme power, as could not be refifted 
by a man, in whofe mind all moral confiderations gave way to his am- 


bition. 
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ALI KOULI KHAN eleclłed king of PERSIA af MESCHED. He fends his 
brother IBRAHIM MYRZA f0 ISFAHAN ; and commits feveral cruelties, 
He folicits the friendfhip of Russta. The revolt of AMUR ASLAN 
KHAN; alfo of IBRAHIM MYRZA. The death of ZORAB KHAN. The 
defeat of ADIL SHAH, and his brother IBRAHIM MYRZA, &c. 


fequences of the death of the ufurper NADIR; even the Rus- 


1747: i y U R OPE feems to be very imperfe€tly acquainted with the con- 


s1Ans and the rurKs, who are beft fituated to receive informa- 
tion, have not, I believe, the moft perfect accounts ; and are moreover 
interefted, either to conceal or mifreprefent thofe which reach them. 
The fpilling of NAaDIR’s blood has been a frefh fource of calamities to 
the PERSIANS. I have mentioned fome few particulars, fo far as they 
relate to our unfortunate trade over the CASPIAN SEA *®. All that I have 
to add, is a fhort account of fome events which followed the cataftrophe 
of the ufurper. 


It has been already obferved, that MUSTAPHA KHAN was on an em- 
baffy to TURKEY, when NADIR’s death happened. Providence feemed 
to interpofe for his fecurity, who was one of the very few aoneft men 

in 
b See Vol. II. pages 87, &c.- 
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in PERSIA. As he was prevented from being a fpećtator, it is probable 1747. 
he efcaped being a fharer alfo, in the unhappy fate of his mafter. He 
was arrived in the TURKISH dominions when the news reached him ; 
and he thought it neceflary for his fecurity to proceed with all his re- 
tinue to CONSTANTINOPLE. In the mean while, the TURKISH embafla- 
dor, who was coming to confirm the peace lately concluded, had the 
good fortune to reach BAGDAT with all the valuable prefents which he 
was carrying to the PERSIAN court. As to KNEZ GALITZEN, the news 
of NADIR’s violent death no fooner arrived at RESHD, than he retired to 
ASTRACHAN by fea, as well to inform his court of this extraordinary 
event, and provide for the fafety of his own perfon, as to receive frefh 


initructions. 


ALI KOULI KHAN now made no fecret, that he had been the chief 
inftigator of the confpiracy againft his uncle, and as fuch was confidered 
as beft entitled to the diadem. As he had been governor of MESCHED, 
no officer could boaft of fuperior honours ; and as the nephew of the late 
tyrant, he had been refpected : but though he was fo nearly related to 
NADIR, he had very little refemblance in his difpofition ; his temper was 
free, open and generous, nor was he without the reputation of being a 


good foldier. 


The news of his uncle’s death was no fooner brought to him 7, than he 
came to MESCHED, where he put on the royal diadem, and took the name 
of ADIL SHAH’, with the feeming applaufe of the inhabitants, and began 
his reign in a very popular manner. In confideration of the great poverty 
of the people ; he remitted the taxes over the whole empire, and per- 
formed other aéts of clemency. But at the fame time, according to the 
execrable policy of MAHOMMEDAN princes, he imbrued his hands in the 
blood of his neareft relations. NESR ALI MYRZA firft fell a facrifice to 
his jealoufy, nor did he {pare the blind RIZA KOULI. Difterent accounts 


were given of his conduct towards sHAHROKH, the fon of this blind 
prince, 


x It is a circumftance not unworthy of remark, that the meflenger who was fent with napirR’s head 
to ALI KOULI KHAN, loft it by the way ; and to fave his credit, produced that of another mat. 


Y The jut king. 
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prince, and grand-fon*of NADIR. Whether the real sHAHROKH fur- 
vived this event, or not; one under this name, who pretended to be the 
identical perfon, foon after affumed the diadem, as we fhall relate. Tho’ 
ALI had the reputation of being humane; yet his cruelty did not ftop at 
the deftru€tion of the fons of NADIR, for he alfo caufed feveral of his 
uncle’s women, who were with child, to be ripped up. 


K # LAT, with all the treafure in it being furrendcred up to him, to 
all appearance the moft prudent ftep which this new king could take, was 
to march immediately to IsF AHAN, and carry with him a great part of 
his riches. NAp1rR’s army being for the moft part difperfed, he could 
have left a fufficient number of troops on the eaftern frontiers, and then 
raifing a new army, eftablifh himfelf on the bafis of a military govern- 
ment, fo effential to the fupport of his fovereignty. But he was blind 
to the danger to which he was expofed, and triumphing in a fond fecu- 
rity from his immenfe riches, abandoned himfelf to his favourite grati- 
fications of women and wine, and fent his brother IBRAHIM KHAN, 
whom we fhall now call IBRAHIM MYRZA *, tO ISFAHAN, in order to 


raife recruits. 


His next bufinefs was to excufe himfelf for the fhare he had in the 
murder of his uncle; and, at the fame time, to make his intentions 
known to the people, with regard to their future relief from that infup- 
portable tyranny, which had been exercifed over them ; fo that this 
event might afford them all the joy and confolation which was natural to 
expect from fuch a deliverance. 


The following decree, which he fent to RESHD in the province of 
GHILAN, gives us an idea of the ftate of affairs a few weeks after 
NADIR’s death. 


ce WHEREIN 


= According to the accounts we had at that time from PERSIA, it was doubtful whether the 
real sHAHROKH was put to death, or not; fome report that he was previoufly fent away into fafe 
cuftody ; others, that he was prefent, but {pared at the inftigation of the prielt, as the only remaining 
blood, on the mother’s ide, of the szrriz family. a As the brother of a king, we 
now call him myrza, or prince, 
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‘© WHEREIN STANDS 
‘© THE KINGDOM oF GOD, 
« SHAH AND SOVEREIGN OF THE EMPIRE, 
e A SERVANT OF ALT, 
< A MANDATE WHICH THE WHOLE WORLD OBEYS?. 


« The noble and honourable CHEICH EL ISI AM €; the Kazz1°%; the 

c elders and all fubjeéts; the poor and opprefied inhabitants of REsHD, 
€ LAHIJAN, RANCOUTE, KESKAR, FUMIN, SHEFTA, KUGDUM', and 
‘¢ the places thereunto belonging; to whom the Almighty has granted 
“« his unutterable mercies; who are affured of, and exalted by our in- 
«© comparable fovereign favour; fhall kNow, in what manner the wick- 
‘© ednefs of the barbarous monarch f hath prevailed. All nations and 
« languages, the exalted and the humble, the good and the bad fubjects 
« of the empire of IRAN ®, are too well acquainted with his proceedings. 
« Their inceflant cries and lamentations have reached even unto the 
« heavens. By putting out the eyes of the inhabitants, depriving them 
<¢ of their lives; and felling the fons and daughters of muffulmen; even 
« the feven celeftial circles" were moved to compafiion. In a word, the 
« extortion of elphsiand crores * has been the caufe of multitudes of 
« people lofing their fight’; whilft the tyrannical monarch barbaroufly 
« ereéted lofty towers of human heads through the provinces, exceeding 
« all the cruelties of paft ages. At length, our fovereign majefty com- 
« manded the moft eminent and high inftructed, MAHOMMED KOULI 
c KHAN, OUr KURCHI BASHI™, that he fhould prevail on the AFSHAR 
« guards, to feize and remove the tyrant; thus performing a fervice 
«© highly beneficial to the public welfare, reftoring reft and tranquillity 
« to the nation. MAHOMMED KOULI KHAN did not refufe to obey. 
< All 


b This was the infcription on the royal fignet, which they place at the head of the decree. 
c Chief of religion. 1sLam we have obferved fignifies fafety ; by which is meant the M A HOMME- 


paw religion. d Judges. © Thefe are diftriéts in and about GHILAN. 

f NADIR. & PERSIA, h The planets. i Five hundred thoufand 
hazardenaer, or 125,000 /, k Ten elphs, or five millions of crowns, or 1,250,000 /. 
are equal to a crore in INDIA. ! He here quotes a text out of the khoran, which 


is very obfcure, and contradictory. I have heard that the number of perfons blinded, was not liefs 
than tirty thoufand ; but this feems to be exaggerated. = OLR pi 73: 
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s All perfons of diftinétion, and the whole army near our victorious and. 
<¢ fplendent {tirrup, were anxious to extirpate the deep-rooted violences 
« and oppreffions of this tyrannical king. We therefore marched at the 
« head of our forces from FERAG and HERAT, and came with hatte 
« for that purpofe ; but on our arrival on the borders of TERBEDSHAN, 
« news came that the AarsHAR guards had already feized the tyrant. In 
« the mean while there happened a commotion among the TARTARS”, 
« for the fuppreffion of which there was no other remedy than to give 
« the tyrant the reward of his actions. 


« The fort of K#LAT, which the late king had fpent many years 
« in rendering impregnable, thanks to the Moft High, was in one day 
«© brought under our fubjection by sEGRAB BEG, whom we fent thither 


«c for that purpofe. 


« As foon as thefe happy tidings reached our-ears, we marched to the 
« holy city of MESCHED, where all the minifters, commanding officers, 
« and perfons of diftiction prefent, did with one common voice intreat 
<< our majefty to take upon us the government of the empire, to rebuild 
« the ruined houfes, and repair the defolations of PERSIA. They pre- 
<< {ented as their interceflor the holy faint, who is buried in that city °, 
« and would not defift from their importunity. 


« When we confidered the fad ftate of the pERs1ANs for feveral years 
« paft, who had been obliged not only to deliver up all their fubftance, 
« but themfelves, and their families, to be flaughtered’, we thought it 
« neceflary to fhew our fovereign favour to the opprefiled; to appeafe 
« the wrath of heaven ; to fatisfy the creatures of Gop, and to gain the 
‘© love of the people. We have therefore been gracioufly pleafed to order, 


« and do hereby command, that the new contributions in money 4, im- 
“* pofed 


a Arı difguifes the real fact, but gives fome light in regard to the conteft between the TARTARS 
and Persians. He feems to allume the merit of removing his uncle, but yet to impute the execu- 
tion to the aFsHARS, Who were NapDIk’s body-guard, e ‘The fepulchre of imam 
RIZA Often mentioned, P Here he quotes another text out of the khoran. ‘* You are 
“ all fhepherds, and every one craves from you ;’’ by which I fuppofe is meant, that in confegvence 
of an abufed authority, every fubject was pillaged. 2 Provilions, &c. were foiactimes 
demanded. 
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“ pofed on fubjects and ftrangers, fhall from henceforward ceafe and be 
“ annulled. We likewife difcharge the collectors ", who are in your 
“ province, and you are to fend them to our court. But the money and 
‘* ettects belonging to the crown, which are already colle&ted, fhall be 
‘© accounted tor*. All the other revenues for this year, as alfo all taxes 
“ for the following two years, we do moft gracioufly forgive, that the 
“ {ubjecéts of IsLaM, and all other religions, as likewife the 1NpIANs 
“ and others, who for {ome years have been fubje& to every kind of 
“ torture and oppreflion, may enjoy an uninterrupted fafety and tran- 
** guillity, and follicit the Most u1GuH for our welfare. 


‘© What concerns the fupport of poft-horfest, thofe to whom this of- 
*< fice belongs fhall take proper care; and for the future double the num- 
“ ber of horfes fhall be kept at each ftage, as was lately ordered ; and 
‘© the money for maintaining of them {hall be taken out of the treafury 
“ of the province In cafe of any deficiency, a reprefentation being 
« made to us, it {hall be fupplied from other treafuries. 


<< For fettling the accounts of this year, two or three writers and ca- 
‘© Jentars {hall be fent to our high court. And concerning the eftates, 
“ which in the late reign were taken from numbers of the people, we 
« fhall order an infpection to be made, and a circumftantial account 
« thereof to be fent to us. And that every one may be fatisfied in this 
« particular, we fhall without delay appoint a proper perfon for that pur- 
“« pofe. Given in the month of DscCHEMADIELSAM, 1160% 


Att having made fome difpofitions for fettling his government, he came 
with a body of forces to fpend the remainder of the year at the palace of 
ASHREFF Y, near the mid{t of the fouth-coaft of the CAsPIAN sEA. In 
that fituation he hoped to fupprefs any infurre€tion that might arife in the 
northern provinces, prefuming that his brother IBRAHIM MYRZA would 
protect the fouth, whilft in cafe of necefflity he might again direct his 

march 


r MOHASILS. s The term is, entered in the cafh-book. t The reader will ob- 
ferve in feveral paffages of thefe volumes, that the bad conduét of couriers was one of the grievous 
oppreffions under which persia groaned. u About the beginning of JULY 1747. 

w See Vol. I. page 293. 
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march eaftward. In the mean while AMUR ASLAN KHAN acknow- 
ledged the fovereignty of this new king, and commanded in the weft. 
This perfon was an officer of great experience, and had been a favourite of 
NADIR; he was now in sHIRVAN at the head of thirty thoufand men. 


In order to confirm the peace which NAp1R had made with the Turks, 
ADIL SHAH fent an envoy-extraordinary to the PORT, to fignify his exal- 
tation to the throne of PERSIA, and his inclination to live in harmony 
with the grand fignior: this minifter accordingly arrived there in APRIL 
1748. It is eafy to conceive how ill the rurKs would relifh the advance- 
ment of a nephew of NADIR. That Providence had thus removed him, 
who had been fo great an object of their terror, afforded great fatisfac 
tion; but their ambition was to fee that army crufhed, which had been 
fo often the inftrument of fhedding fuch ftreams of their blood, and 
making their fovereign tremble in his very capital. The refult of this 
embafly was, that the two courts fhould mutually fend embaffadors with 
the ufual pomp and formalities : in the mean while, we are left to ima- 
gine that the TURKIsH partizans would not be idle in fomenting that civil 
difcord in PERSIA, which they had found fo advantageous; fince with- 
out the expence of blood and treafure, without danger or inconvenience, 
they could thus look on and fee their natural enemy tearing out her 
own bowels. 


ADIL SHAH was not lefs affiduous to cultivate the moft perfect amity 
with the RuSssIANs. ‘The retreat of the embaflador KNEZ GALLITZEN 
from GHILAN, had given the persian minifters fome alarms. Koucira, 
who had been formerly embafflador in Russia, wrote to the RUSSIAN 
embaflador in SEPTEMBER : the following extract contains the moft mate- 
rial part of the letter: 


‘© May your eminence’s bleffed health, by the grace of the Almighty, 
« endure to the end of the world. I have had the honour to write to 
“« you feveral friendly letters, fent through the hands of the moft noble 
‘© and moft honourable of the religion of MEssIAH, the refident of the 
“ high imperial court of RUSSIA; but I have not received any aniwer. 


AE 
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«© Ilong with impatience for your arrival; Gor grant it may be foon, 
« that we may once more happily fee each other. 


« I now acquaint you, as I have already done, that his majefty, equal 
« in dignity to ALEXANDER, and in fervants to DARIUS, protector of the 
« whole world, ADIL sHAH, whofe reign may the Moft High preferve 
« for ever, and my foul ferve him as a facrifice, has been gracioufly 
«© pleafed to mount the throne of iran. Thus by the help of Gop, the 
« government of the whole empire is in the high power of his majefty, 
« the moft gracious and juft monarch. ‘The fort K#LAT, with all the 
« treafures and riches therein contained, is in his majefty’s poffeffion ; 
“ and the enemies of his everlafting court, thus eftablifhed by the Al- 
« mighty, are utterly extirpated. 


« It will appear to you by the copy of the mandate inclofed, that the 
« moft gracious monarch did imagine you yet refided at REsHD, there- 
« fore he commanded me to wait on your eminency ; and ordered the 
« moft noble ACHMED KHAN to convoy you to MAZANDERAN, where 
« the moft worthy MAHOMMED ALI BEG, KHAJAR, of noble defcent, 
« will meet and conduct you with all due honour to the sHan’s high 
« court. To conclude, I with the days of blifs may laft for ever.” 


This letter was accompanied with long inftru€tions from the sHAH 
to KOULIFA, to fhew all poffible honour to the embaflador. ACHMED 
KHAN had alfo commands to the fame purpofe, all demontftrative of his 
defire of fupporting the beft correfpondence with his neighbours the Rus- 
srANS. Within very few weeks after NADIR’s death, and before he came 
to the palace of ASHREFF, the SHAH himfelf fent a letter to the em- 
baflador GALITZEN. Like others, it was marked with his feal at the 
head, viz. 


« WHEREIN STANDS 
« "THE KINGDOM or GOD, 
« SOVEREIGN OF THE EMPIRE, 
« A SERVANT oF ALI. 


Ooz « The 
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“ The moft eminent, high appointed, noble and high intrufted em- 
“« baflador, from the moft exalted imperial court of RUSSIA, KNEZ GA- 
“ LITZEN, fhall be aflured of our fovereign favour, and KNow, that 
“ the vile difpofition and corrupted nature of the late monarch furpafied 
« all bounds. How cruel his proceedings have been, you will be cir- 
“ cumftantially informed in due time. 


“ At prefent you are acquainted that our fovereign majefty, by the 
“ grace and afliftance of Gop, has been highly pleafed to take the throne 
‘* of the PERSIAN empire; at which time it has been reprefented to us, 
“ that your eminence has been fent here as an embaflador, from the 
“ moft puiffant and imperial court of Russia; and that the moft emi- 
“ nent SERDAR *, AMUR ASLAN KHAN, NEDSCHEFF BEG, and other com- 
“© manders did receive your eminence on the borders of PERSIA, but 
“ made fuch bad preparations for your journey through sHIRVAN, as 
e created a difguft, for which they fhall be accountable. 


‘© And whereas it has been reprefented to our majefty, that your emi- 
“ nence is endowed with good underftanding, a quick infight, and a 
“ decent behaviour in all things’; and fent exprefily with fo great a 
“ power to our high court, to eftablifh amity ; therefore we hope you will 
« not be offended on account of thefe accidents. And as we are inclined 
“ to fupport the friendfhip and harmony between our fovereign majefty 
“ and her imperial majefty of Russta; and likewife to thew you all 
« honour, we defire you will proceed with the utmoft confidence to our 
“« high court. Given in the month of REDSHEBEL 11607.” 


This new king was too much inclined to peace, to neglect the cul- 
tivation of a good underftanding with his neighbours; and to be wanting 
in nothing that could be agreeable to Russra, he prepared an embafly 
with a view to make a defenfive and offenfive alliance with that court, 
and alfo a treaty of commerce, which might be beneficial to the fub- 
jects of both empires. Emiffaries from the PERSIAN court were aétu- 

ally 


z General. Y This is the common flattering ftile of the PERSIANS. z The 


beginning of jury 1747, fent from MESCHED. ‘The new snan was yet at MESCHED, and ap- 
pointed convoys for the embafador, to condug him from AsTRABAD to PSHADSHIFIM and 


ERIFEKAIM, 
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ally fent to ASTRACMAN*. The RussIANns proceed with great caution 
in their oriental treaties, and generally divert the PpeRrsrans in the laft 
mentioned city for feveral months, before they conduct them to court. 
Under the precarious circumftances of the PERSIAN king, doubtlefs 
many reafons occurred for acting with referve, 


The beginning of this year opened a new {fcene, not lefs fatal or bloody 
than any of the preceding. AMUR ASLAN KHAN, who commanded in 
the weftern provinces, and refided at TAvRis, already gave indications 
of his defign to revolt. The snam being arrived at ASHREFF, {fent fe- 
veral meflages to him, defiring him to come to court: he feigned va- 
rious excufes, and at length threw off the mafk by killing the couriers 
whom the king had appointed to conduct him. This event was foon 
followed by an act of hoftility, not only in violation of his duty as a 
fubject, but alfo of the laws of juftice and hofpitality. To what extre- 
mities will not a falfe ambition hurry its votaries! ‘This KHAN, who was 
the exact copy of his tutor and late mafter NADIR sHAH, began to be 
fenfible of the impoffibility of fupporting an army without money; nor 
could he procure any confiderable fupplies from ADERBEITZAN, SHIR- 
VAN, or any of the neighbouring provinces where his jurifdiction reach- 
ed: he therefore refolved to obtain by robbery, what he could not pro- 
cure by any appearance of equity. He knew that the ENGLISH factors 
in RESHD were pofiefled of a fum of money, which no doubt was re- 
prefented to him as much larger than it really was; he therefore fent 
RIZA KOULI KHAN with a body of feventeen hundred AFGHANS, to pil- 
lage thefe unfortunate ftrangers, who had given him no offence. Thefe 
forces arrived in RESHD the twentieth of January. ‘The governor, 
ACHMED KHAN, retired to LAHIJAN, not being in a capacity to protect 
the city: thus they were left to follow the dictates of their own wild 
fuggeftions; whilft the villainy of fome of the inhabitants prompted 
them to fhare the plunder, by purchafing the ftolen goods at a very in- 
confiderable price’, The ENGLISH factors took the precaution to retue 
with their money; but their effeéts became a prey, and were totally 


pillaged, with circumftances that proved the madnefs of the times, and 
the 
* See Vol. II. rage 93. » Sce Val, II. page go. 
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the deftructive confequences “= of civil war. The city of RESHD however 
eícaped being plundered ; for it feemed to be the intention of AMUR As- 
LAN KHAN, to fupport fome reputation, in hopes of being acknowledged 
in a very fhort time as the fovereign of PERSIA. 


The news of this incurfion no fooner reached ASHREFF, than ADIL 
SHAH difpatched a body of his troops to REsHp. ‘The arcHans, loaded 
with their plunder, were marching back, but were reached no furthér 
than KESKAR, when ACHMED KHAN, at the head of the sHan’s troops, 
came up with them, and totally defeated them‘. ‘Their {poil fell into 
the hands of the sHAn’s froces, who it was but ‘natural to expeét, as 
they were fent for the fupport of government, and the fuccour of the 
injured, fhould have made it their chief bufinefs to obtain reftitution ; 
but this was a degree of virtue which they did not even attempt. 
AMUR ASLAN KHAN having met with this defeat, refolved to remain 
only on the defenfive ; he was already ir correfpondency with the 
king’s brother, IBRAHIM MYRZA, and if we may judge from circum- 
ftances, was the chief promoter of the rebellion of this young prince 
againft his brother ; fecretly intending to reap the fruits of that quarrel, 
in which he hoped to fee them foon involved; fince, by playing one 
againft the other, his expectations were in the higheft degree flattered, 
that he fhould obtain the diadem himéfelf. 


ADIL SHAH finding that he had a formidable enemy to contend with 
in the weft, {fent orders to his brother IBRAHIM in ISFAHAN, to come to 
his fuccour with a large body of forces, defigning as foon as the {pring 
was a little farther advanced, to march againft AMUR ASLAN KHAN. 
IBRAHIM, who was now only twenty-two years of age, in the vanity of 
his heart, thought it abfurd, at the head of a numerous body of forces, to 
be any thing lefs than a king: the revolt of AMUR ASLAN KHAN had, in 
his fond imagination, prepared fo eafy a means of obtaining the diadem, 
that he had little more to do than to receive it, But in order to briny 
about another revolution, it was neceffary to render his brother’s govern- 
inept odious to the people, at leaft to fecure the inclination of the officers 

and 


© See Vol. II. page go, gr. è See Voi. II. page 9r. 





Chap. XXXVI. ADIL SHAH. 295 


and foldiers under his command. Here again religion was the plea, and 
the very motive which ought to have difpofed their minds to a grateful 
fubmiffiion to the difpenfation of providence, was proftituted to the pur- 
pofes of wild ambition. 


ALI KOULI KHAN, from a certain generofity of difpofition, had ever 
fince he was appointed governor of MESCHED, fhewn a particular re- 
gard to the chriftians: his favourite wife was a GEORGIAN lady of the 
religion of her country, and for whom he had an entire affection. Being 
now advanced to the regal dignity, he promoted her brother zorap 
KHAN to the office of his treafurer, and commander of his army. ‘The 
sHAH feemed in this to err in judgment, as it had not been lately a prac- 
tice to commit fo high a truft to one born a chriftian, and who, it 
might be prefumed, {till inclined to that perfuafion. This was the pre- 
tended caufe of IBRAHIM’s difaffection to his brother. 


The suau had foon reafon to fear that the authority which he had 
given to IBRAHIM MYRZA to raife forces, was not employed agreeably 
to his intentions. Under this apprehenfion, he fent his brother-in-law 
ZORAB KHAN to ISFAHAN with the ftrongeft affurances of his affection, 
and with promifes to gratify him in any thing that was reafonable ; 
and that he might fee by the dignity of the meflenger, in what high 
efteem he held him. It is reafonable to prefume that the SHAH was 
fincere, and from thence flattered himfelf into a belief that his brother 
IBRAHIM might be won over to a fenfe of duty. If thefe were not his 
fentiments, it was highly impotlitic to truft his brother-in-law in the 
pofieffion of his enemy : the event proved that this young man was not 
to be brought over by intreaties, for ZORAB KHAN foon after his arrival 
was treacheroufly put to death as he was bathing. 


IBRAHIM MYRZA having thus thrown off the mafk, wrote to MEH- 
TIE KHAN ê, one of the sHAH’s generals, inviting him and the foldiers 
under his command to take part with him againft the king. He could 
not corrupt this general, but he brought over part of his forces. ‘The 

SHAH 


e 'This is the man who wrote napir’s hiftory, which has never yet appeared in the world, ner 
wzobably never will. 
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sHAH finding his fecurity thus endangered, wrote to his brother in very 
affectionate and pathetic terms, reprefenting the dreadful calamitics of 
civil war, and that his revolt muft neceffarily bring on the total ruin of 
their poor country, already in an expiring condition, with the wounds 
it had received by the cruelty and ambition of their uncle: at the fame 
time he made propofals of a compofition, which might gratify his bro- 
ther’s defire of a ftate in a great meafure independent. Thofe who wifhed 
well to the tranquillity of persra, flattered themfelves with fome hopes, 
that poffibly the two brothers might, by fharing the fovereignty, unite 
in one common intereft, and by quafhing AMUR ASLAN KHAN, reftore the 
kingdom to peace; but that was only a fond prefumption: the fame dif- 
pofition which determined 1BR AHIM to revolt, rendered a compromife of 
that kind impraéticable, were fuch union confiftent in the nature of things. 


In the mean while, the minds of the people were diftracted with 
anxiety, concerning the iffue of a war, which would probably afford 
occafion for frefh competitions, and involve their unhappy country in 
inextricable miferies. No recourfe now remained but that of arms. 
In the month of MAY, ADIL SHAH marched with a great body of 
forces from MAZANDERAN, through a narrow pafs in mount TAURUS, to- 
wards the plains of caspin, where he had appointed his rendezvous. 
ACHMED KHAN, with a {trong reinforcement from GHILAN, was ordered 
to march through the ftreights of that province to meet him. IBRAHIM 
MYRZA at the head of his army, had already left IsFAHAN, and having 
notice of the intended junction of his brother’s armies, made forced 
marches in order to intercept ACHMED KHAN, which he accomplifhed 
without the lofs of any blood. This unhappy general fell in with the 
enemy’s camp early in the morning, miftaking it for a body of forces 
belonging to the suan his mafter, and was taken prifoner by IBRAHIM 
MYRZA. We have already mentioned, that ACHMED KHAN gave the firft 
check to the arms of AMUR ASLAN KHAN. IBRAHIM therefore thought 
he could not make his court more agreeably to his confederate, than by 
fending this general to be facrificed. AMUR ASLAN was too much a 
copy of NADIR, to have any mercy; and ordered ACHMED as foon 

as 
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as he arrived, to be brought to the entrance of his tent, where he grati- 
fied his revenge, by feeing him cut to pieces. 


ApIL sHAH advancing towards his rebellious brother, who feigned a 
retreat, was drawn into a fnare. Being attacked in flank by a great body 
of AFGHANS, he was deferted by his army in fo fhameful a manner, that 
he loft the day without putting it to the ifue of a battle. He behaved 
with great perfonal valour and intrepidity, killing feveral with his own 
hands; till at length feeing his forces fcattered, he left the field, and 
retired to THHIRAN. There finding himfelf abandoned, and utterly in- 
capable of collecting his army, after three days he went to 1BRAHIM’s 
camp, and furrendered himfelf; the only proof of mercy he received 
from this unnatural brother, was in being fuffered to live a fhort time ; 
but in that interval it was not permitted him to fee his brother, nor 
even to enjoy the light, for his eyes were cut out immediately. 


Thus ended the fhort and unhappy reign of ADIL sHAH. He was a 
man of an eafy placid temper, and might in times of lefs corruption have 
made a good king ; but he does not appear to have had a genius equal to 
fo weighty a tafk, as the government of fo impious a people. All we can 
fay of him is, that he has been the only prince fince NapriR, who has 
been confidered as a fovereign by any foreign ftate: that he meant to 
fupport his government upon principles the reverfe of NADIR’s; and, had 
he lived, that he would, to all appearance, have done jutftice to thofe ‘, 
who fuffered by the villainy of AMUR ASLAN KHAN. 


Notwithftanding his fuccefs, IBRAHIM retained the name of MyRZa~, 
declining that of snan. It is probable he was the more induced to this 
referve, by the tokens which AMUR ASLAN KHAN immediately gave of a 
defign of ufurping the fovereignty. This KHAN was turned of fixty years 
of age, and could not but confider IBRAHIM as a boy by no means en- 
titled to the diadem, compared with himfelf. He was at the head of 


thirty thoufand men enured to war under the command of NADIR, and 
had 


f The preitisn merchants nentioned already. 
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had cquired a great proficiency in the fcience of arms, as well as poli- 
tical intrigue. In the laft he had already fucceeded, by having been one 
great inftrument in the defeat of ADIL sHAH. He was too much of the 
genius of his old mafter, to promife Persia that repofe for which fhe 
languifhed, but which never could be found by means fo apparently de- 
{tructive of the end. 


After refting his troops, and dividing the fpoil taken from his brother, 
IBRAHIM prepared for a vifit to AMUR ASLAN KHAN, and for that pur- 
pofe directed his march towards sHIRVAN. Youthful as he was, he acted 
the politician, preferring the removal of his competitor by aflaffination, 
rather than to put his fortune to the iffue of a battle. Art and contri- 
vance not founded in juftice, often betray their own caufe. ‘The crafty 
AMUR ASLAN was thus taken in the fnare he had laid for others, and fell 
a facrifice to his ambition. What became of his army is not faid, we 
may prefume it was difperfed. 


In the mean while the eaftern parts of the empire being left unawed 
by the prefence of an army, the inhabitants efpoufed the caufe of the 
young SHAHROKH already mentioned; and he was declared king, at 
MESCHED. The officers and perfons of diftinétion in that quarter were 
the more difpofed to take this ftep, as it gave them an opportunity, under 
the name of a regal authority, to poffefs themfelves of the great riches 
which yet remained at KÆLAT. In fuch a confufion of affairs, PER- 
sta might be eafily impofed on with regard to the identity of this per- 
fon: happy were it for that diftraéted country, if {fuch impofition could 
have reftored it to tranquillity. 


IBRAHIM MYRZA was now informed concerning his new adverfary. 
Flufhed with conqueft, he had extended his liberality beyond the pru- 
dence of a general, or the experience of more advanced years. At length 
he found himfelf grown poor and incapable of gratifying the demands of 
his army, which was chiefly compofed of AarGuans, not difpofed to fol- 
low their leader, without either pay, or provifion. "There was no pofi- 


bility of exacting contributions in a country already drained, not of money 
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only, but of almoft every thing neceflary to the fupport of life. Many 
of his foldiers knowing where to find another mafter, who was reputed 
rich, deferted. What conftancy could he expect from men who had juft 
turned their arms againft a prince whom they acknowledged a few months 
before as the deliverer of their country from the yoke of infupportable 
tyranny ! Thus circumftanced, IBRAHIM was induced to haften his march 
eaftward, as well to obtain a frefh fupply of money, as to quafh his enemy. 
He had not advanced far, when he met with fome partifans of SHAB- 
RoKH. His van-guard having reached T#HIRAN, were refufed a fupply 
of provifions: IBRAHIM immediately {fent EMIR KHAN, the general of 
his artillery, with his cannon and a {trong detachment, to compel the 
inhabitants to a compliance, It appears that EMIR KHAN had no opi- 
nion of his mafter’s caufe, or was fecretly diffatisfied; in fhort, he took 
the opportunity to abandon IBRAHIM, and join his opponents: for as 
foon as this prince came under the walls of the town, EMIR KHAN turned 
the cannon upon him, and fallying out at the fame time, by this unex- 
pected attack difperfed his army. It is probable that 1nRaAHIM ended 
his life upon this occafion, as we hear nothing more of him from that 
time. ‘Thus did Providence bring to confufion this rafh youth, who 
with lefs vanity, and a little more underftanding, might have operated 
with his brother, and inftead of involving his country in mifery, reftored 
it to a profperous condition. 


SS AHROKH SHAH was now without a competitor. During thefe com- 
motions, the AFGHANS Of KANDAHAR, or fome other fubjects in the 
eaftern frontier *, revolted: sHAHROKH having formed a confiderable 
army, marched againft them. What the fuccefs of this enterprize was, 
my authorities are filent: but in his abfence from KHORASAN, appeared 
a fifth competitor. There was an uncle of SHAH T#&HMAS, named su- 
LIMAN, who, during the reign of NADIR, having given no marks of 
ambition, and taken the habit of a MULLAH, lived quiet and unmoleft- 
ed. This man was now dragged to the throne as it were on purpofe to 
be flaughtered: his adherents had prevailed on him to affume the dia- 
dem ; but his reign was very fhort, for upon sHAHROKH’s return he be- 

rp 2 came 
t This particular I never heard with any exatttiefs. 
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came a facrifice. It is faid that one ISMAEL then fet up againft SHAH- 
roka. We have great reafon to believe, that the latter, for fome time, 
promifed fair to maintain himfelf in the throne, till at length he was 
obliged to yield to suan pouer, of whofe family I have no information. 


3700 


HERACLIUS, 2 GEORGIAN prince, then appeared on the ftage, whofe 
fortune is yet faid to prevail over all competition. This prince's being a 
chriftian, feems to render his eftablifhment very difficult ; nor is it eafy to 
imagine that the rurks will be idle {pectators of a chriftian king of PER- 
sia. They have already had the fatisfaction to fee the deepeft humiliation 
of their hereditary enemy. Napir, who died their fields with blood, 
and whofe very name fo often made them tremble, has, by the confe- 
quences of his tyranny, reduced PERSIA more effectually, than could 
have been performed by any foreign enemy. ‘Though the {word is not 
the juft inftrument of propagating the faith of the true MESSIAH, yet it 
is a circumftance worthy of attention, that the GEORGIANS are a very 
brave people, and may, by the countenance of the RUssrANs, be capa- 
ble of carrying greater defigns into execution than the world is at pre- 


fent aware of. 


When we confider the fate of kingdoms, we ought to obferve, how 
men are led aftray by their paffions, againft the light of their own minds. 
How infatuated were the PERSIANS, or how loft to all fenfe of virtue, 
after a feries of bitter calamities, to depofe their true king, when the ex- 
perience of ages had taught them there could be no fecurity under an 
ufurper. But what were they to expect from fuch a king as NADIR 
KOULI, whofe hands were fo deeply imbrued in blood? What could be 
expected, but that a man of his genius and principles, bred up to murder 
and rapine from his earlieft life, would bring all things into confufion? 
Yet even in the politer regions of the world, fuch are the impreffions 
which mankind ordinarily receive from military atchievements, that 
events which ought to draw tears for the diftrefles of human nature, 
are made the fubject of joy and exultation, till a reverfe of fortune gives 
a quick fenfe of the fatal effects of fuch falfe glory. How execrably 
pernicious are the fond notions of happinefs, arifing from the fuccefs- 
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ful invafion of another’s right! Crimes, for which every law, divine 17 50. 
and human, condemn a private man to death, become warrantable by 

the laws of arms. What wifdom and integrity ought to wield the fword, 

which at beft is but the inftrument of divine juftice for the correction of 
national crimes and offences ! 


It cannot be from the original conftitution of things, that the Almighty 
has ordained war as effential to the well-being of mankind. The ftate 
of nature is a {tate of peace; but the fhedding of human blood becomes 
familiar by habit, and a continued courfe of foreign wars prepares the 
minds of a people for every defperate enterprize, of which the worft is 
inteftine broils; and thefe have at length extinguifhed the glory of PER- 
sta. What the fate of that wretched country will be, heaven only knows: 
but this is evident, that the fplendor of their monarchy, all their mo- 
numents of art and labour, with all the induftry of paft ages, are fwal- 
lowed up by the ravages of war. What numbers of their towns, their 
cities, their fruitful plains and delicious mountains, are become a dreary 
wafte, and the habitation of wolves! 


The fate of empires is a fubject the moft interefting. Reafon and re- 
ligion teach us to implore the almighty difpofer of events, to fuccour 
mankind in general; we ought then to fend up our prayers, that his 
mercy may extend to the PERSIANS, and reftore them to a juft fenfe of 
virtue, that their nation may again become great and happy. 
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Note, The numerals refer to the volumes, and the figures to the pages. 


A. 


BAS the GREAT, a cruel prince, iii. 19 
came into the world with his hands 
bloody, ibid. inftances of his cruelty, ibid. 
had not a proper education, iii. 20. orders 
his fon to be blinded, ibid. builds a mofque 
at Mefched to difcourage the Perfians pil- 
grimage to Mecca or Medina, iv. 21. 

Aras Il. one of the beft kings of the Seffies, 
iii. 20, 21. his reign and death, ill. 21. 

AsBAs III. an infant, preferred to his father, 
iv. 73. the fovereignty in the hands of 
Kouli Khan, ibid. the young Shah dies, iv. 
I2%. 

RODAS BASHA, a Turkifh general, Caf- 
bin furrendered to him, iii. 241. defeats 
Tæhmas’s troops before Ardeville, iii. 242. 
retreats to Cars, iv. I20. 

ABDALLAH KOUPROLI gives battle to Kouli 
Khan in the valley of Arpakavi, iv. 119. is 
flain with many thoufand ‘Turks, iv. 120. 

ABDALLAH KOUPROLI, fon of the Serafkier 
Kouproli, flain at the battle of Cars, iv. 253. 

ABDOLLEES, apply to Abas king of Perfia for 
relief againft the Oufbeg Tartars, iii. 25. 
a nation divided into tribes, iil. 62. diflatif- 
fied with their fubjection to Perfia, ibid. 

ABDUL AZIZ KHAN, formerly a mule-driver, 
iii. 233. commandant of Julfa, ibid. is fent 
by Afhreff embaflador to the Ottoman court, 
ibid. admitted to an audience of the Grand 
Vizir, iii. 236. his conferences with the 
‘Turkifh minifters, iii. 236, 237. takes his 
leave, iii. 240. is arrefted on the road 
by order of the Grand Signior, ibid, 


VoL. IV. 





ABDUL BAKI KHAN, Nadir’s embaflador to 
Turkey, iv. 133. concludes a peace, iv. 135. 

ACHMED, Grand Signior, dethroned, and fuc- 
ceeded by his nephew Mahommed, tv. 51. 

ACHMED AGA, governor of Isfahan, i. 123. 
drives the Afghans from the bridge of Shi- 
rafs, iii, 123. makes a fally to open a paf- 
fage for provifions,, iii. 138. is defeated b 
the treachery of the Vali of Arabia, ibid. 
his condu& unjuftly blamed by Shah Huf- 
fein, ibid. his death, iii. 139. 

ACHMED, bafha of Bagdad, takes poffeffion 
of Loriftan, iii. 231. gives the Afghans bat- 
tle, iii. 247. is defeated, iii. 248. negotiates 
a peace with the Perfians, iv. 63, ns his 
vigilance, iv. 81, 83 his letter to the Grand 
Signior upon the defeat of the Perfians, iv. 
78, &c. prepares to ftand another fiege, iv. 
109,110 his orders from the Ottoman court 
concerning a treaty with Nadir Shah, iv. 
133. his conduct towards the Arabians, iv. 
222, 223. fufpected of a correfpondence with 
the Perfian king, iv. 223 his critical circum- 
ftances, iv. 234. his parts and generofity, 
ibid. the Turks difquieted at the friendfhip 
between him and Nadir, iv. 235. eftablifhed 
by the Ottoman court in his government, 
iv. 236. an embaffador fent to him by Na- 
dir, iv. 237. 

ACHMED KHAN, a Perfian general, flies from 
the tyranny of Nadir to Conftantinople, iv. 
249. diftrufted, afterwards received into the 
confidence of the ‘lurks, ibid. defeats a bo- 
dy of Afghans returning with the plunder of 
the Britifh factors at Refhd, iv. 294. taken 
by Ibrahim Myrza, and fent to Amur Aflan 
Khan, who deftroys him, iv. 298, 299. 

Qq AF- 
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AFGHANS, the authors of the cataftrophe in 


Perfia, iii. 22. derive their genealogy, iii. 
23. inhabit mountains near the Moghol’s 
empire, ibid. a colony of this family em- 
braces the Mahommedan religion, ibid. their 
various fituation by conteft between the 
king of Perfia and the Moghol, iii. 25, 26. 
a long time faithful to the king of Perfia, 
ili. 27. difpoled to revolt, iii. 27. cruelly 
ufed by thc Perfian troops, iii. 28, 29. com- 
plain of Gurghin-Khan, iii, 29. the Af- 
¢hans and Perfians treat one another as he- 
retics, iii. 35. they revolt, iii. 43, 44. no- 
minate a fucceflor to Mir-vais, iii. 59. their 
defeat at Kherman, iii. 71. their pacific 
difpofition, iii. 88, 96. obtain a great vic- 
tory at Gulnabad. iii. 108. take Farabad 
and Julfa, iii. 114, 118. their barbarities to 
the Armenians, ibid. put the diftrict of If- 
fahan to the fword, iii. 126. defeat the 
troops going to relieve Isfahan, iii. 129. 
their barbarity to the Perfians, iii. 143. 
afcend the throne of Perfia, iii. 145 anew 
colony of Afghans arrive at Isfahan, iii. 
167. oblige Maghmud to declare Athreff 
his fucceffor, iii 205. their confpiracy in fa- 
vour of Afhreff, iii. 211. totally routed by 
Tæhmas, iii 223. defeated at Mourtchak. 
hor, iv. 31. defeated at Shirafs, iv. 38. eat 
horie helh, iv 147, oppofe Nadir’s paffage 
through the defiles, iv. 200. plunder the Bri- 
tifh factors, iv. 293. are defeated, iv. 294. 

AKBAR, emperor of India, his character fet in 
contraft with Nadir’s, iv. 219, &c. this em- 
peror’s letter to the king of Portugal, ibid. 

ALEXANDER the GREAT, marches into Afia, 
iii. 11. paffes the Granicus, ibid. obtains a 
victory over the Perfians, iii. 12. many 
princes fubmit to him, ibid. his army in- 
creafes, ibid. died eight years after his con- 
queft, ibid. his acquifitions divided among the 
partners of his victories, ibid. he and Nadir 
Shah, both made an expedition into India, iv. 
142. a comparifon of their characters, iv. 143, 
144. their defire of fameand glory, iv. 143. 
few countries that have not had their Alex- 
anders and Nadirs, iv. 144. confounded the 
rules of religion and morality, ibid. moral 
reflexions on falfe glory, iv. 144, 145. the 
motives of their invading India, iv. 145. how 
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long fince Alexander made his expedition, 
ibid. his coming into India, and fubduing king 
Porus, iv. 162, 163. a comparifon between 
Alexander’s and Nadir’s reftoring the con- 
quered kingdoms to the Indian kings, iv. 


194. 


ALI KOULI KHAN, fon of Ibrahim Khan, Na- 


dir’s brother, confidcred as fucceflor to Na- 
dir, iv. 246. his revolt from Nadir, iv. 259. 
comes to Mefched on his uncle’s death; iv. 
285. elected king of Perfia, ibid. takes 
the name of Adil Shah, ibid his clemency, 
ibid. kills his neareft relations, ibid. his 
cruelty to his uncle’s women, iv. 206. a- 
bandons himfelf to women and wine, ibid. 
fends his brother Ibrahim Myrza for recruits 
at Isfahan, ibid. confefles having a fhare in 
the murder of his uncle, ibid. his decree 
fent to Refhd after his uncle’s death, iv. 
287. marches to Afhreff, iv. 289. culti- 
vates an amity with the Turks and Ruffians, 
iv. 290. his letter with pacific inftructions 
to the Ruffian embaffador, ibid. defirous of 
making an alliance with that court, iv. 292. 
his favourite wife of the chriftian religion, 
iv. 293. marches with his troops againft 
his brother, iv. 298 defeated by his bro- 
ther, iv. 207. furrenders himfelf, is put to 
death, ibid. his fhort and unhappy reign, 
ibid. his character, ibid. 


AMAN OLA defeats the troops going to the 


relief of Isfahan, iii. 129. his great cruelty, 
ili, 153. enters Cafbin, ibid. treats the in- 
habitants with great rigour, iii. 157. wound- 
ed in the infurreétion at Cafbin, and makes 
his efcape, iii. 138. his pretenfions to a fhare 
of the treafure and fovereignty, iii. 183. 
compromifed, iii. 1 84. affronted by Maghmud, 
iii. 2I : . put to death by order of Afhreff, 
lil, 218. 


AMUR ASLAN KHAN acquaints Shah Tzh- 


mas of Afhreft’s defign to feize his perfon, 
il. 224. faves himfelf by flight, iii. 225. ac- 
knowledges the fovereignty of Adil Shah, iv. 
290. an officer of great experience, ibid. a 
favourite and copy of Nadir, iv. 290, 293. 
revolts from Adil Shah, iv. 293. fends a 
body of Afghans to pillage the Englifh fac- 
tors in Refhd, lv. 293- promotes the rebel- 
lion of Ibrahim Myrza, ibid. expects the 
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diadem himfelf, ibid. cut off by Ibrahim 
Myrza, iv. 298. 

ARABIA, Vali of, his condué at the battle of 
Gulnabad, iii. ro6, 107, 108. his fpeech at 
the Divan efter that battle, ili, rrr. made 
governor of Isfahan, if. 112. his treachery, 
ii. 117, 123, 124, 125, 131. his artifices 
and evafions, iii 137. condemned by Magh- 
mud to perpetual imprifonment, iii. 151. 

ARABIANS, rebel againft the Perfian govern- 
ment, iv. 18r. two tribes revolt from. the 
Turks, iv. 232. are defeated by Suliman, 
ibid. turbulent and inconftant, ibid. pover- 
ty the beft expedient to keep them humble, 
ibid. 

ARMENIA, the adventures of the pretended 
fucceffor to that kingdom, iii. 40. great part 
of this country brought under the Turkifh 
yoke, lil. 195. A 

ARMENIAN patriarch, Nadir’s extraordinary 
conduct towards him, iv. 216. 

ARMENIANS, a colony fettled at Julfa, iii. 
11s. in a thriving condition, ibid. diftruft- 
ed by the Perfians, iii 117. taxed by Magh- 
mud, iii. 165. heads of three of them cut off, 
ibid. badly ufed by Tæhmas Shah, ili. rg1. 
priefts read the red gofpel over oe daar 
iii. 209. gain victory over the Turks, iit. 
252. diftrefled by Nadir’s taxes, leave their 
habitations, tv. 220. 

ARNAUD, of Marfeilles, ranfoms Topal Of- 
man from flavery, iv. 102. vifits Ofman, then 
the grand vizir, iv. 105. 

ARSACES fucceeds his father Darius, ill. I0. 
takes the name of Artaxerxes IT. ibid. from 
his great memory called Mnemon, ibid. in 
his reign the famous retreat of Xenophon, 
ibid. he dies, ibid. 

ARSEs, advanced to the throne by Bagoas, iii. 
11. afflaffinated. ibid. 

ARSITEs difputes the crown with Darius, iii. 
10. gains two victories, ibid. his foldiers cor- 
rupted, he is put to death, ibid. 

ARTAXERXES, the fon of Xerxes, afcends the 
throne, iii. 8. 

ARTEMISIUM, the Grecians obtain a victory 
ever the Perfians at fea, ili. 7. 

AsHREFF, his father deprived of his life and 
throne by Maghmud, iii. 134. behaves with 

rudence and valour, ibid. 1s condemned by 
aghmud, iii, 135. is acquitted, iii. 135, 
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136 quits the army, iii. 148. returns from 
Kandahar much beloved, iii. 205. chofen ful- 
tan of Perfia, iii. 211. his character, ill. 215. 
caufes the guards and confidents of Magh- 
mud to be put to death, iii. 215. his artful 
behaviour to Shah Huffein, iii. 217. punifhes 
the confpirators who placed him on the 
throne, iii. 218. his cruelty to his brother, 
iii. 221. endeavours to render himfelf popu- 
lar by the mildnefs of his adminiftration, 
ibid. and to have his fovereignty acknow- 
ledged in Kandahar, iii. 222. forms a de- 
fign of feizing Shah Tæhmas, ibid. takes 

oom, iii. 225. maflacres the Perfian lords 
who had difclofed his defigns upon T æhmas, 
iii. 226. terrified by the Ottoman arms, 
fends an embaflador to the Port, ili 235. 
fortifies Isfahan, iii. 244. marches an army 
to meet Achmed Bafha, iii. 245. his ftrata- 
gem to avoid a battle with the Turks, iii. 
246. gains a victory over the Turks, iii. 
248. his artful behaviour to them. iii. 250. 
his prudent adminiftration, iit. 253. con- 
cludes a treaty of peace with the port, iii. 
254. fends an embaffador to Conftantinople, 
iv. 25. marches to Damgoon, and is de- 
feated, iv. 28, 29. retreats to Isfahan, and 
incamps at Mourtchakhor, iv. 29. defeated 
at that place, iv. 31. murders Shah Huffein, 
and flies from Isfahan, iv. 32. marches to 
Shirafs, iv. 37. is defeated therc, iv. 38. his 
flight, diftrefs, and death, iv 39, 40. wfurpation 





` of the Afghans ended, iv. 40. 
ASSYRIAN empire, the firft monay ii fo 
STABAT, the Turks defert the Perfi 


ans here, 
iv. 42. 


ASTRABAD, rebellion in this province, iv. 


244. Mahommed Haffan chofen for their 
leader, ibid. takes the capital, feizes Nadir’s 
treafure, and plunders the Britifh caravan, 
iv. 245. defeated by the Shah’s troops, ibid. 
the province ruined by this rebellion, ibid. 
the amount of the lofs by the plunder of the 
Britifh caravan paid by Nadir’s order to the 
factors, ibid. 


ATHEMAT DOULET, prime minifter, confin- 


ed, and his eyes put out, iif. 73. articles of 
accufation againft him, iii. 75. his anfwer 
and defence, iii. 76, &c, his death and cha- 
racter, iii. 82, &c. 


AVARICE, 
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AVARICE, its effects, iv. 233. an inftance of 
it in the Turkifh Bafhas, iv. 253. 


B. 


BAĽULU KHAN, governor of Khorafan, re- 
ceives Nadir in the ftation of a gentleman- 
ufher, iv. 5. negleéts Nadir, iv. 7. difgraces 
him, iv. 8. 

BABYLON revolts from the king of Perfia, iii. 
5, is befieged, and taken by a ftratagem of 

opyrus, ibid. 

BAcCTIARIANS, their country invaded by the 
‘Turks, iii. 231. a divifion between the Bac- 
tiarians and Lorians, iii. 231. {pirit of diffen- 
fion brings on the difgrace of both nations, 
ibid. the Baétiarians and Balouchees revolt 
from Nadir, iv. 239, 240. 

Bacpat, its fituation on the Tigris, iv. 78. 
its antiquity, fortification, and inhabitants, 
iv. 79, 80. befieged by Kouli Khan, iv. Sr. 
a great Turkifh army aflemble here in de- 
fiance againft Nadir, iv. 131. 

Bacoas kills Ochus, king of Perfia, iii. rr. 
places Arfes on the throne, ibid. caufes him 
and his family to be aflaffinated, ibid. is 
compelled to drink the poifon he had pre- 
pared for the king Darius Codomanus, ibid. 

Bassora, under alarm from the Arabs, iv. 
222. threatened with a fiege from the Per- 
fians, iv. 223. the fwelling of the Euphra- 
tes occafions an inundation and an epide- 
mical diforder, iv. 253. befieged by the 
Perfians, iv. 237. plunder, flaughter, and 
other confequences, ibid. 

BENDER ABASSI, the Afghans repulfed, i. 
189. 

Buia ss the Vakeel, his farcafm, iv. 186. 
kills himfelf and family with poifon, ibid. 
BEN-ISFAHAN, the allan behaviour of its 
inhabitants, iii. 189. defeat the Afghans, iil. 
167. furrenders by capitulation, iil. 166, 

167. 


C. 


CABUL, befiegcd by Nadir, iv. 151. taken 
by ftorm, ibid. puts Nadir in poffefion of 
great treafure, iv. 152. the key of the 
northern parts of India, iv. 155. 

Campeyses fends Cyrus to aiflift Cyaxares, 


Sli. 2e 
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CAMBYSES, fon of Cyrus, afcends the throne 
of Perfia, iii. 3. fubdues the Egyptians, ibid. 
invades Ethiopia, iii. 4. his troops deftroy- 
ed by famine, ibid. caufes his brother 
Smerdis to be murdered, ibid. deftroys 
Thebes, ibid. caufes his fifter Meroe to be 
murdered, iii. 4. his great cruelty, ibid. 
many of his great officers buried alive, 
ibid. fhoots his cup-bearer through the 
heart, ibid. an impoftor ufurps his crown, 
ibid. dies of an accidental wound by his 
own fword, iii. 5. fuppofed to be Aha- 
fuerus mentioned in fcripture, ibid. 

CARA ACHMED, made general of the Tur- 
kifh army, iv. 120. 

Cars, the Turks, defeated by the Perfians, 
IV. 253- 

CasBin, ceded to Aman Ola, ili. 153. it 
furrenders to him, ibid. the inhabitants 
drive away the Afghans, iii. 157. furrenders 
to the Turkifh general, iii. 241. declares for 
Afhreff, iii. 244. 

icant {urrendered to Zeberdeit Khan, iii. 
184. 

CHANTROU, Nadir’s pafiage obftructed for 
want of a bridge, iv. 200. 

Cimon, his fuccefs againft the Perfians, iii. 
8. carries the plunder to Athens, ibid. com- 
pels the Perfians to accept of peace, ll. Q. 

Crici, a tribe of the Afghans, almoft de- 
ftroyed by Mahommed. i. 23. 

CoHKILAN, Khan of, in full march to relieve 
Isfahan, iii. 132. is attacked by the Af- 
pan ibid. returns to his province, ibid. 

aghmud lofes a great part of his army in 
attempting to reduce this province, iii. 190. 

CoNSTANTINOPLE, great rejoicings on the 
viétory of the Turks over the Perfians, iii. 
197. 

Cr Æsus, taken prifoner by Cyrus, ill. 2. re- 
{tored to his throne, ibid. 

Cyrus the GREAT, the Perfian empire found- 
ed by him, iii. r. his defcent, iii. 2. gains a 
victory over the Babylonians, ibid. a fecond 
time vi€torious, ibid. takes Sardis, and makes 
Crafus king of Lydia prifoner, ibid. fub- 
dues the Leffer Afia, and other countries, 
ibid. puts Balfhazar and his courtiers to the 
fword, ibid. fulfils the prophefy of Daniel, 
ibid. is the fole monarch of the empire of 
Perfia, iii. 3. publifhes an edict for the 
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building the temple of Jerufalem, ibid. his 
character and death, ibid. 

Cyrus, Darius’s fon, his father leaves him 
the dominions of the Leffler Afia, iii. ro. 


D. 


DacGisTAN, the Ruffian general arrives here, 
iv. 226. the Lefgees apply to him, ibid. 
Teg meets with a repulfe here, iv. 236, 
238. 

Damcoon, the Afghans defeated here by the 
Perfians, iv. 30. 

Darius, fon of Hyftafpes, elected king, ill. 
g. marries two of the daughters of Cyrus, 
ibid. orders the temple of Jerufalem to be 
built, ibid. requires the Jewifh priefts to 
pray for him, ibid. takes Babylon, ibid. 
caufes 3000 citizens to be impaled, and their 
walls to be demolifhed, ii. 6. invades 
Scythia, iii. 6. retreats, ibid. invades In- 
dia, and fubdues the Ionians, ibid. fends 
Mardonius againft the Athenians, ibid. in- 
vades Greece, and becomes mafter of the 
iflands in the A¢gean fea, ibid. his death, iii. 7. 

Dartiws furnamed Codomanus, king of Per- 
fia, ili. rr. compels Bagoas to drink the 
poifon he had prepared for him, ibid. an 
accomplifhed prince, ibid. the Grecians 
unite againft him, ibid. marches to meet 
Alexander, iii. 12. defeated, and his wife, 
mother and children made prifoners, ibid. 

DeEHLI1E, the Indian army pitch their tents in 
this neighbourhood, iv. 158. the caftle and 
city in Nadir’s hands, iv. 172. a mob kills 
Perfian horfemen, iv. 176. miaflacre in this 
city, iv. 176. 

DERBEND, the inhabitants fuffer by famine, 


iv. 226. Nadir marches from hence to 
Mogan, iv. 236. the Lefgees alarm the 
garrifon, iv. 241. and diftrefs the city, iv. 


242. 

DEVRAN KHAN, prime minifter of India, en- 
mity between him and Nizam Al Muluck, 
iv. 140. they command the Indian army, 
iv. 158. he is wounded and dies, iv. 166, 


167. 
: E. 


ELEPHANTS, atthe head of the Indian army, 
iv. 166. the ftratagem ufed by Nadir to op- 
pofe thefe animals, ibid. 
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EMIR HEMSE, comes to the throne of Perfia, 
iii. 17. murdered by the contrivance of his 
brother, ibid. 

EMIR KHAN, general of Ibrahim’s artillery, 
joins his opponents, iv. 299. turns the can- 
non upon him at Tæhiram, and difperíes 
his army, ibid. 

ERETRIA, deftroyed by Darius, iii. 6. 

Erivan, the capital of Armenia, befieged 
by the Turks, iii. 192, 193. furrenders by 
capitulation, iii. 194. taken by Kouli Khan, 
iv. 121. agreat battle fought near it between 
the Perfians and Turks, iv. 252. the latter 
defeated, ibid. 

ErzERoum, the Turks alarmed at Nadir’s 
demands, afflemble an army near this place, 
IV. 230. 

ETHIOPIANS, invaded by Cambyfes, iii. 4. 

EvanGE.Lists, Nadir orders a tranflation toe 
be made into Perfic, iv. 217. 

EUROPEAN traders, at Isfahan, heavy contri- 
opi laid upon them by Maghmud, iil. 
164. 

EzapALLaH, kills his father, and is acknow- 
ledged chief of the tribe, iii. 62. defeats 
the Perfian army, and takes Herat, ibid. 
obtains a great victory over the Perfians, ili. 


F. 


FALSE GLORY, reflexions on its bad confe- 
quences, iv. 266. 

FARABAD, a country palace near Isfahan, iii. 
114. a defcription of it, ibid. the Afg- 
hans take poffleffion of it, ibid. 

FENDOUN, KHAN of the Kourds, commands 
Shah Tzhmas’s troops, ill. 171. his cru- 
elty, ibid. defeated by the Afghans, ibid. 


G. 


GALITZEN KNEZ, Ruffian embailador, a let- 
ter from Koulifa to him, on Adil Shah’s ac- 
ceffion to the throne, iv. 290. 

GEORGIANS, their famous retreat from Kan- 
dahar, iii. 49, 50. no affiftance given by 
them to Shah Huffein, iii. 133. the Turks 
have a view to Georgia, lil 175. it is 
brought under their dominion, iil. 178. 
courage of a woman of this Country, ill. 
186. defcendents of the ancient Iberians, 
iv. 1 2. a defcription of them, iv. 113; 


JIA, 
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114. refufe fending the fons of their nobi- 
lity to Nadir’s camp, iv. r58. a brave 
people, and capable of great defigns, iv. 300. 

GHIEZ, its fituation, iii. 165, 166. befieged 
and taken, iii. 166. of great fer.ice to the 
Afghans, ibid. 

GHILAN, fubdued by Petcr the Great, iii. 
178. this and othcr towns on the Cafpian 
yielded to the Czar by treaty, 18r. iii. 

GGHULPAIGAN, a town attached to Tæhmas, 
iii, 170. befieged by Maghmud, ibid. ob- 
liged to fubmit to him, ili. 172. 

GRECIANS obtain a victory over the Perfian 
fleet, ili. 7- 

GURGHIN-KHAN, prince of Georgia, his 
character, iii. 27, 28. made governor of 
Kandahar, and opprefles that province, iii. 
28. fends Mir-: ais to Isfahan, iii. 30. his 
conduét on the return of Mir-vais, iii. 42. 
demands the daughter of Mir-vais, iii. 43. 
Mir-vais gains lhis confidence, iii. 45. maí- 
facred with all his retinue, ili. 47- 

GULNABAD, an account of the battle be- 
twixt the Perfians and Afghans, iii. 106. 
the Vali of Arabia’s conduct cenfured, iii. 
107, 108 the caufe of the fuccefs of the 


Afghans, iii. 108. 
P 


IIAMADAN, befiezed by the Turks, iti. 196. 
a treaty of peace concluded here between 
the Turks and Afghans, iil. 254. taken by 
Kouli Khan, iv. 4I. a battle here, where- 
in the Turks are viG@torious over the Perfi- 
ans, iv. 43. this town again in the hands of 
the Turks, ibid. 

HERACLIUS, a Georgian prince, prevails in 
Perfic, iv. 300. imprebability of eftablifh- 
ing him as king, Ibid. p 
2KAT, independent of Perfia, iil. 63. go- 
vernec by Ezadallah, ibid. 

JyssEIN, king of Periia, his character, iii. 
o. willing to quit all pretenfions to Kin- 
ahar, iii. §8. prepares to attack the Ab- 

dollees arvl Cuttegs, iii. 64. prefides at the 
Di.an, at tne kA of the Athemat Poulet, 
iii 75. convinced of the innoc:nce of this 
minifter, yet pardcns his accufers, Il. Ss. 
grants a tence to the Lefzecs, in. 87. ar- 
ri.al of the Turkiín embahadcr, ui. 89- 
fends an embafladcr to Conftantinople, ii 


D 


E X. 


92. frightened by various prefages, returns 
to Isfahan, iii. 92. calls a council after the 
battle of Gulnabad, iii. 110. rejeéts the 
propofals fent by Maghmud, iii. 124. beha- 
viour during the ficge of Isfahan, iii. 127. 
infatuated by the artifice of the Vali of A- 
rabia, iii. 138. his defigned negotiation 
refufed by Maghmud, iii. 140. religns the 
empire to the conqueror, lii 144. the ce- 
remeny of his abdication, iii. 145. 3c- 
duced to the number of five women, iii. 152. 
ratifics his abdication, ibid. the bloody mur- 
der of his children by Maghmud, iii. 207. 
his numerous offspring and unbounded vo- 
luptuouine‘s, iii. 208. gives an ab:lication to 
Afhreff, iii. 217. murdered by him, iv. 32. 

HUSSEIN KHAN, brother of Maghmud, com- 
mands at Kandahar, iv. 147. the town is 
blockaded by Nadir, iv. 149. offers to ac- 
knowledge Nadir’s fovercignty, ibid is con- 
firmed in his government, iv. 148. 


I. 


ĪBRAHIM BASHA, grand vizir, put to death, 
iv. 48. leaves immenfe riches, iv. 48. his 
body dragged at a horfe’s tail, iv. 49. 

IsRAHIM KHAN, Nadir’s brother, engages 
the Lefgees and is killed, iv. 148. 

IBRAHIM MYRZA, fent by his brother Adil 
Shah to Isfahan to raife recruits, iv. 287. 
revolts, iv. 294, 295, 296. defeats his bro- 
ther, and puts him to death, iv. 297. in 
difficulties for want of money and provifions, 
iv. 298. fends Emir Khan to Tehiran, 
who joins Ibrahim’s opponents, iv. 199. his 
army difperfed and himfelf cut off, iv. 299. 

JE ws return to thcir own country, ili. 3. 

MAM, or head of the Mahommedans, the 
Grand Signior the only one, iji. 238. que- 
rics to the Mufti concerning it, 1. 239. an- 
fwers of the Mufti, 11 239, 240. 

Inpran of Cabul, his prudence and great ge- 
nius, iii. 219. ufed in a refpectful manner 
by Maghmud, ibid. his eftate confiicated 
by Athreff, ibid. 

Inpa, meafures taken by that court to op- 
poft the Perfian army, iv. 153. difcord a- 
mong the Indien chiefs, iv. 154. the pomp 
and number of the Indian army, iv. 158. 
jt incamps in the plains cf Karnal, iv. 159. 
defeated by Nadir, iv, 167. the lofs of the 

{ndians, 
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Indians, iv. 167. diftrefs of their camp, iv. 
167, 168. number flain by the Perfians in 
marauding, iv. 172. the barbarous treat- 
ment of the Indians by the Perfians in 
collecting the contributions, iv. 187. the 
treafure amafied on this occafion, iv. 188. 
value of the damage done by Nadir to 
the Indians, iv. 197, 198. Indian and Ar- 
menian merchants burnt alive by Nadir, iv. 
258. 

e eei the moft confiderable river in Afia, 
except the Ganges, iv. 161, its courfe of 
great extent, ibid. ane 

Tonrans, fubdued by Darius, iv. 6. 

IsFAHAN, ftate of it after the battle of Gul- 
nabad, iii. xxr. the fituation and extent of 
this city, iii. 124. its river and bridges, ibid. 
its magnificence, and great number of in- 
habitants, iii. 222. fuffers by famine, iti. 137, 
139. great defertion, iii. 139. its dreadful cir- 
cumftances by famine, iii. 142. the people 
eat human flefh, iii. 443. furrender of the 
city, iii. 145. barbarities of the Afghans, 
iii. 159, 160, 161, 162. a new colony of 
Afghans arrive from Kandahar, iii. 167. 
retaken by the Perfian army, iv. 33. croel- 
ties committed here by Nadir, 1. 258. 

IsMAEL poffeffes the Perfian throne, iii. 15. 
one of the greateft kings of the eaft, ibid 

IsmAEL II. comes to the crown of Perfia, iii. 
16. fhut up in prifon, ibid. puts his brother 
to death, ibid. dies by poifon, iii 17. 

IsmaeL III. poffefles the crown of Perfia, iii. 
18. his throat cut by a barber, ibid. 

IsMAEL BEG, fent embaflador to Ruffia, iii. 
180. concludes a treaty, iii. 18r. the par- 
ticulars of that treaty, ibid. 

IsPIRI ZADE, the Grand Signior’s chaplain, 
his character, iv. 50. affifts the rebels in the 
con{piracy, ibid. 

Jura, taken by the Afghans, iii. 174. when 
built and inhabited, iii. 115. 


K. 


KÆLAT, the great repofitory of treafure fur- 
rendered to Adil Shah, iv. 286. 

KANDAHAR, that province fubmits to Akbar, 
iil. 25. recovered by Shah Abas, ibid. falls 
again into the hands of the Indians, ibid. a 


D 


E X. 


ftrong barrier between Perfia and India, iii. 
26. taken by Shah Abas, ibid. befieged T 
the Moghol, ibid. reftitution demanded, 
iii. 27. the rebellion here extinguifhed, 111. 
28. a caravan arrives from hence to Magh - 
mud, iil. 203. ; 

Kerkoup, the Turks defeat Kouli Khan 
here, iv. 86, 87. 

KHALBELLI KHAN, 2 relation of Nadir 
Shah, the mutual confidence between him 
and the governor of Farfiftan, iv. 240. 

KHERMAN, Nadir’s great barbarities here, 
iv. 259. 

Kureva and Bokhara taken by Nadir, iv. 
206. he takes from thence many thoufand 
Perfians and Oufbegs, iv. 207. 

KHORASAN, once favoured by Nadir, iv. 258. 
in the fame mifery as other parts of Perfia, 
iv. 258. 

KHOSROFF KHAN, fent againft the Afghans, 
iii. 53. obtains a victory over them, ili. 54. 
lays diege to Kandahar, iii. §5, 56. his de- 
feat and death, iii 56. his hiftory and cha- 
racter, ibid. 

KHUDAYAR KHAN, governor of Pekier, re- 
fufes to acknowledge Nadir’s fovereignty, 
iv. 202. capitulates, and gives up his riches, 
iv. 204. 

KısLAR, fubjeét to the Ruffians, iv. 226. 
built on the Perfian territories, ibid. the 
Ruflians order troops hither, ibid. 

Koom, Shah Huffein’s children buried here, 
iii, 218. furrenders to Afhreff by capitula- 
tion, ill. 225. 

KouLaAR AGASSI, named Almas, endeavours 
to fave himfelf by flight, iii. 216. is over- 
taken, and put to the rack, ibid. he flays 
his wife, and ftabs himfelf, ibid. his charac- 
ter, ibid. 

Foutira, embaffador in Ruffia, his letter to 
Knez Galitzen, the Ruffian embaflador, iv. 
290. 

Kourps, a reftlefs people, iii. 63. commit 
robberies under the walls of Isfahan, iii. 62. 

KUMMER ODIN KHAN, the Indian vizir, 
treated with feverity, iv. 186. obliged to pay 
a great contribution, ibid. his fecreta ri 
fons himfelf, ibid. remarkable ftory of his 
fon, iv, 190, IQI. 


LAHOR, 
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Lanor, a fertile province in India, iv. 16r. 
the town of Lahor taken by Nadir, iv. 162. 
he refrefhes his army, iv. 163. its contri- 
bution to Nadir, iv. 199. 

Lar, the capital of Lariftan, taken and plun- 
dered, iil. 189. 

LEILAM, the two battles here between the 
Perfians and Turks, iv. 97, 98. 

Leonrpas, king of Sparta, defends the ftrait 
at Thermopylæ, ibid. 

LesGEEs, a ftout, hardy people, iv. 224. put 
Nadir’s army in confufion, ibid. attack his 
tent, and take away fome of his treafure and 
women, ibid. make great havock among 
the Perfians, afterwards repulicd, iv. 225. 
their letter to the Ruffian general, iv. 226. 
the number of their troops, iv. 227- oblige 
Nadir to return into Perfia, iv. 227, aah. 
fend two embafiadors to Conftantinople, iv. 
249. offer to ferve as the Swifs ferve the 
#rench, iv. 250. See TARTARS. 

Lorisran, Vali of, his condué at the bat- 
tle of Gulnabad, iii. 107. is declared gene- 
ralifimo by Shah Huflein, iii. 113. his 
love to his country, iii. 128. makes an in- 
curfion into the territory of Bagdat, ili. 232. 
his two daughters attend him in this expe- 
dition, ibid. 

LUTF ALI KHAN, the Perfian general, beats 
the rebels, iii. 71. lays contributions on the 
inhabitants of Kherman, ibid. fent prifoner 
to court, and his army difperfed, iii. 72. his 
domeftic enemies cabal againft him, iii. 73- 


refolves to ferve Taehmas, iii. 170. barba- 
roufly murdered, ii. 173- 
M. 
Macon, taken by furprife, iii. 172. 
MAHARRATTAS, make incufions into the 


Moghol’s dominions, iv. 139" 
MAHOMMED Shah, the great Moghol at the 
head of his army, in perfon, iv. I 58. de- 
feated by the Perfians, iv. 167. gives power 
to treat with the Perfian monarch, iv. 168. 
his interview with Nadir, iv. 170, 171. _ his 
treafure and military cheft brought to Na- 
dir, iv. 171. delivers himfelf and his effects 
into Nadir’s hands, iv. 172. he marches from 
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Karnal, iv. 173. enters the city of Dehlic, 
iv. 174. receives prefents from Nadir, tv. 
191%. his ceffion to Nadir of all the country 
on the weft of the Indus, iv. 192, &c. ad- 
vice given by Nadir to the Moghol, iv. 1g5. 

MAHOMMED, founder of the dynafty of tie 
Gaznavids, defeats the Cligi, iii. 23. defeat- 
ed by them, iii. 24. are almoft extirpated by 
him, iil. 24. 

MaHOMMED, nephew of Achmed, declared 
fu'tan of Turkey, iv. 51. his behaviour to 
Patrona, who raifed him to the throne, ibid. 

MAHOMMED BASHA, general of the Tvurkifh 
army, advances to Cars, iv. 251. joins Ab- 
dallah Kouproli, ibid. marches to Erivan, 
ibid. defeated by the Perfians, iv. 252. 
flain in a fecond engagement, iv. 253- 

MaHOMMED FURRUKHSIR, the great Mog- 
hol, his minifters acquire an unlimited au- 
thority, iii. 68. they feize his perfon, and 
deprive him of his fight, ibid. 

MaAHOMMED HASSAN, heads the rebellion 
at Aftrabad, iv. 244. 

MaHOMMED KHAN BALOUCHE declares for 
Tæhmas Shah at Shirafs, iv. 110. defeated 
by Kouli Khan, iv. 111. hangs himfelf, ibid. 

MaHOMMED KHODA-BENDE, accepts of the 
crown of Perfia, iii. 17. puts three of his 
brothers to death, ibid. his character and 
reign, ibid. 

MAHOMMED KOULI KHAN, attacked by the 
Turks in paffing a river, ill. 197- 

MaHOMMED ZAMON KHAN, governor of the 
Abdollees, iii. 62. routed at Herat, ibid. 

MaHOMMEDANS, two feéts among them, ill. 
35. their different tenets, ibid. 

MARATHON, the Perfians defeated 
battle, iii. 6. 

Marponivus, fent by Darius againft the A- 
thenians, iii. 6. retreats over the Hellef- 
pont, ibid. is killed in the battle of Platezx, 
lil. 8. 

Mascats, take pofleffion of Baharain, iii. 
68. attack the Portuguefe fleet, ibid. 

Mecca and MEDINA, in the former Mahom- 
med was born, and in the latter buried, ili. 
238. 

Rise E makes the Macedonians tribu- 
tary to Perfia, iii. 6. 

MELUCK-MAGHMUD, governor of Scgeftan, 
marches to the relief of Isfahan, iii. 140. is 
corrupted by prefents, iii. 141. concludes a 

treaty, 


in that 
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treaty, and makes himfelf mafter of Khora- 
fan, ibid. 

MEROE, murdered by order of her brother 
Cambyfes, iii. 4. 

Mescat, the Imam depofed, flies with his 
family and treafure, iv. 229. the Perfians 
enter this city, ibid. are furprized by the 
Arabs, and put to the fword, ibid. the Mef- 
cats victorious at fea, ibid. 

MescHeEp, Shah Tzhmas, enters in triumph, 
iv. 1g. his devotion in this city, iv. 20. 

reat barbarities committed here by Nadir, 
lv. 259, 260. 

MILITARY exploits, reflexions on their vanity, 
iv. 212, &c. the confequences of fuch ex- 
ploits, iv. 238. 

Mirttrrapes, defeats the Perfians in the battle 
of Marathon, iii. 6. 

MIM BASHI, a certain perfon, bis fkill in the 
ufe of the fabre, extraordinary, iv. 277. 
made a Khan, ibid. Nadir’s way of trying 
his virtue, ibid, his pretence for ftrangling 
the Khan, ibid. attacks the Shah with a 
fabre, iv. 278. 

MIR-AB DALLAH, brother to Mir-vais, fuc- 
ceeds to the government of the Afghans, 
iii. 59. defigns to fubjeét Kandahar to Per- 
fia, ili. 60. 

Mir-mMaGHMuD, Mir-vais’s fon, murders 
his uncle, and is chofen king of Kandahar, 
iii. 6r. enters Kherman with his army, ili. 
71. is defeated by Lutf Ali Khan, ibid. 
raifes an army, iii. 97- marches to Kher- 
man, and takes that city, iii. 98. lays fiege 
to Yezd, but is obliged to retire, ili r00. 
arrives at Gulnabad, ili. ro1, 102. defeats the 
Perfians there, iii. 108. incamps at Cheereftan, 
lil. 114. attacks Isfahan, ili. 122, 123. Te- 
pulfed at the bridge of Shirafs, iii. 123. fends 
propofals of peace, iii. 124, 125. pillages 
the diftriét of Isfahan, iii. 125, 126. his an- 
fwer to the propofal of a negotiation, iii. 
140. the empire of Perfia refigned to him, 
iii. 144. receives the diadem, and takes 
poffeffion of Isfahan, ili. 145, 146. his ce- 
remony of proceffion on afcending the 
throne, iii. 148, 149. receives homage from 
Shah Huffein, and the grandees of Perfia, 
ibid. regulates the ci i policy, ill. 150, 
confirms the Perfians in their employments, 
ibid. puntfhes thofe who had been unfaith- 
ful to Shah Huffein, iii, 151. his behaviour 
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after the inhabitants of Cafbin revolt, iii. 
158. murders the Perfian lords and their 
children, iii. 159, 160, 161. more maflacres 
and barbarities committed by him, iii. 161. 
takes Ghulpaigan, iii. 160, 172. lofes a 
great part of his army in Cohkilan, iji. 190. 
raifes new troops, and befieges Yezd, iii. 
202. is obliged to raife the iege, ui. 204. 
jealous of Afhreff, iii. 205. undergoes a re- 
ligious penance, iii. 206. murders Huf- 
fein’s children, iii. 207. falls into a delirium, 
the Armenian priefts read the gofpel over 
him, iii. 208, 209. his egg condition, 
iii. 209. his miferable death and character, 
lll. 212, &c. 

Mir-vais, his power among the Afghans, 
iii. 129. his character, ibid. fent to Isfahan, 
iii. 30. the ftate of Perfia when he came to 
court, ut. 33: his intrigues, lil. 33, 34. he 

oes to Mecca, iii. 35. propofes political 
oubts to the Mullahs, il. 36. returns to 
Isfahan, ibid. his arts to alarm the court, iti. 
7, 38. raifes a fufpicion againft Gurghin 
han, is fent back to his own country, iii. 
4I, 42. engages the Afghans to revolt, iii. 
44. maffacres Gurghin Khan, takes poflef- 
fion of Kandahar, iii. 47. deputies fent to 
him from the Perfian court, lll. 51, 52. de- 
feats the Khans of Herat and Tavris, iil. 
53. the province of Kandahar intirely re- 
duced, iii. 57. his death and character, iii. 


57. 

MOSHE. the ftate of his dominions before 
Nadir’s expedition into India, iv- 138, &c. 
See MaHOMMED SHAH. 

Mosut, befiged by the Perfians, iv. 139. they 
raife the fiege, ibid. , 

MourTCHAKHOR, the Afghans defeated by 
the Perfians here, iv. 31. 

MULLAH BASHI, high-prieft in Perfia, his 
fpeech at the election of Kouli Khan as king, 
iv. 126. is put to death, iv. 127. 

Munrisiks, a tribe of Arabians, throw off 
the Turkifh yoke, iv. 221. their character, 
iV. 221, 222. 

MUSTAPHA EFFENDI, the Grand Signior’s 
embaflador, concludes the peace with Na- 
dir, iv. 256. the conditions of the peace, 
ibid. the pompous titles afiumed by thefe 
two potentates, ibid. 

MUSTAPHA KHAN, and Ccflim Khan, of a 
virtuous character, favoured by Nadir, iv. 

Sf 276, 
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276, 277. Muftapha Khan diftinguifhed for 
his honefty, iv. 284. at Nadir’s death on an 
embaffy to Conitantinop i ibid. 

air of tranflating the 
evangelifts put under his direétion, iv. 217. 
fummons Armenian bifhops, Romifh mil- 
fionarics, and Perfian mullahs, to meet him 
at Isfahan, ibid. the manner this tranflation 
was made, iv. 218. finifhed in fix months, 
ibid. prefented to Nadir, his reflexions upon 
it, ibid. 


N. 


NACHIVAN, the Armenians here invite the 


Turks into their country, ili. 194. brought 
under the Turkifh yoke, ili. 198. 


NADIR KOULI, the meaning of his name, iv. 


2. where born, iv. 3. his father’s fituation, 
ibid. bred a fhepherd, ibid. obliged to gather 
fticks for a fupport, ibid. is carried into capti- 
vity by the Oufbegs, iv. 4. returns to Khora- 
fan, ibid. a companion of robbers, ibid. enters 
into the fervice of a Beg, ibid. murders his 
fellow-courier, ibid. alfo his mafter the Beg, 
and marries his daughter, iv. 5. retires with 
her into the mountains, ibid. enters into the 
fervice of Babulu Khan, ibid. noted for cou- 
rage, addrefs, and perfonal ftrength, ibid. 
commands an expedition againft the Ouf- 
begs, iv. 7. acquires honour, and is dif- 
graced, iv. 7, 8. retires to Kælat, iv. 9. re- 
treats to the mountains for the third time, 
ibid. robs for feveral years, ibid. join- 
ed by the troops of Sef O Din Beg, iv. Io. 
a pardon obtained for Nadir, iv. II. goes 
to Kzlat, murders his uncle, and takes the 
fortrefs of Kzlat, ibid. wages war againit 
the Afghans, iv. 12, 13. takes Nichabur, 
and reinforces his army, ibid. obtains the 
Shah’s pardon at Farabad, iv. 14. joins his 
forces with thofe under Fatey Ali Khan 
EK hajar, iv. 15, 16. Nadir kills this Khan, 
and acquires the fole command, iv. 17, 18. 
conduéts Shah Tahmas to Nichabur and 
Mefched, iv. 18, 19. increafes his army, 
iv. 19. is named T’xhmas by the Shah, iv. 
20. reduces Khorafan and Herat, iv. 22, 23. 
returns in triumph to Mefched, iv 23. en- 

es Shah Tæhmas to remain at Tzhiran, 
iv. 30. defeats the Afghans, and enters If- 
fahan, iv. 31, 36. a a victory over 
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them at Shirafs, iv. 38. takes Hamadan and 
Tavris, iv. 41. grants a truce to the Turks, 
ibid. augments his army in Khorafan, iv. 
64. difapproves of the peace the Shah made 
with the ‘Turks, iv. 65, 66. makes his fon 
poranna of Khorafan, iv. 67. arrives at If- 
han, iv. 67. endeavours to vindicate his 
conduct to the Shah, iv. 68. delivers letters 
accufing fome of his courtiers, iv. 69. in- 
trigues to depofe the Shah, iv. 70, 7] takes 
an oath to the infant king Abas, iv. 73. ad- 
vances his fons and brothers to the principal 
governments, iv. 74. his manifefto difclaim- 
ing the peace with the Turks, ibid. fends 
an embaflador to Ruffia, notifying the accef- 
fion of Abas to the throne of Perfia, iv. 76. 
marches with an army to Bagdat, iv. 77. 
beficges this city, iv. 80, &c. defeated by 
the Turks in the battle of Kerkoud, iv. 86, 
87. retires to Hamadan, iv. 93. recruits his 
army, iv 94. his ftratagem, iv. 97. routs 
the Turkifh army, iv. 98, 99. acquaints 
the Ruffian court of his fuccefs, iv. 1og. 
defeats Mahommed Khan Balouche,iv. 111. 
marches into Georgia, and takes Teflis, iv. 
112. takes Ganja and Shamakie, iv. 115, 
116. the Ruffians make a treaty with him, 
iv. 207. his fpeech to an aflembly of the 
chiefs of Perfia, iv. 124. is declared king, 
iv. 125, 127. the conditions of his accept- 
ing the diadem, iv. 127. Coins money, and 
feizes the lands of the church, iv. 128, 1209. 
takes the ufual oath at Cafbin, iv. 132. fends 
an embaflador to Turkey, iv. 132. marches 
to Isfahan, iv. 135. makes preparations for 
an expedition againft Kandahar, iv. 137. 
how his character differs from that of Alex- 
ander the Great, iv. 143, &c. leaves Isfa- 
han, iv. 146. arrives at Kandahar, ibid. be- 
fieges the town, iv. 147. caufed a number 
of houfes to be built, ibid. correfponds with 
difcontented lords in India, iv. 149. takes 
Cabul, iv. 151. his fevere difcipline by rip- 
ping open eighty foldiers, iv. 152. takes 
abul by ftorm, ibid. fends an embafly, and 
writes to the Indian emperor, iv. 154. cor- 
rupts the Indians with the plunder of Ca- 
bul, iv. 155. meets with difficulties in his 
way to the river Indus, ibid. enters into 
a treaty with the mountaineers, iv. 156. 
fends another embafly to the great Moghol, 
ibid. his pomp when he enters the Indian 
terFi- 
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territories, iv. 160. paffes the river Indus, 
iv. 161. takes Jeminabad and Lahor, iv. 
462. arrives on the plains of Karnal, iv. 163. 
the number of his army in India, iv. 164. 
defeats the Indian army at Karnal, iv. 166. 
has an interview with the Indian minifters, 
iv. 168. his fpeech to the Indian em- 
peror, iv. 170. gives a gratuity to every 
foldier, iv. 173. marches from Karnal to 
Delhie, iv. 173, &c. orders Delhie to be 
maflacred, iv. 176. his conduct after the 
maflacre, iv. 178. large fums brought into 
his treafury, iv. 179. 1s difflatished with his 
fon’s government in Perfia, iv. 180. fends a 
decree, confirming all governors and magi- 
{trates in their pofts till his return, iv. $ 

fends an embafiador to Turkey, iv. 182. the 
conditions his embaffador requires, ibid. 
pays his foldiers their arrears, with a gra- 
tuity, in his own coin ftruck upon this oc- 
cafion, ibid. makes prefents to the great 
Moghol and Indian lords, iv. 190, 191. his 
advice to the great Moghol, iv. 193. mar- 
ches from Dehlie, iv. 196. punrhes de- 
ferters, ibid. an inftance of his vanity and 
avarice, iv. 198, 199. feizes the plunder be- 
longing to his own foldiers,iv. 201. marches 
to Beithor, iv. 202. fends his treafures to 
Kelat, iv. 205. reduces Khieva and Bok- 
hara, iv. 206, 207. his conduct to his fon, 
who makes an attempt on his life, iv 210, 
211. arrives in the neighbourhood of Isfa- 
han, iv. 211. the affliction for his darling 
fon, iv. 212. fends an embaflador to Ruffia, 
and another to Turkey, iv. 214, 215- re- 
news his claim to the provinces and cities 
formerly belonging to Perfia, iv. 215. re- 
duces the Arabian rebels and Outbegs, ibid. 
orders a maufoleum to be built at Mefíched, 
iv. 216. aims at introducing a new religion 
into Perfia, iv. 216, 217. caufes a tranflation 
of the four-evangelifts to be made into Per- 
fic, iv. 217. marches againft the Lefgees, 
and enters Dagiftan, iv. 224. difgufted with 
the Ruffian court, iv. 228. his cruelty to 
the people, ibid. his avarice and cruelty 
to the Perfians by his exorbitant taxes, iv. 
229, 230. demands from the Ottoman court 
the reftitution of the provinces in Armenia, 
Afia Minor, aad Georgia, iv. 231. writes a 
letter to the Ceranil Signior, and another to 


the Bafha at Bagdat, iv. 232. the Turks 
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dread his defigns againft them, iv. 234% 
declares himfelf a Sunni, ibid. his plan of a 
campaign againft the Turks, iv. 238. pu- 
nifhes the rebels in Farfiftan, iv. 243 orders 
the amount of the lofs of the Britifh caravan 
to be paid, ibid. returns from Turkey into 
Perfia, iv. 245. marches his army into the 
Turkifh dominions, iv. 248. defeats the 
Turks in two battles, iv. 252, 253. makes 
a peace with them, iv. 254, &c. an embaf- 
fador fent from the Ruffian court to Nadir, 
iv. 259. orders the fons of the nobles of 
Georgia to attend his camp, iv. 257. his pee- 
vifhnefs and cruelty at Isfahan, iv. 258. fe- 
veral Indian and Armenian merchants burnt 
alive, iv.258 intends to maflacre part of his 
own army, but is himfelf aflaffinated, iv. 
260, 261, .262. flaughter by the ‘l’artars af- 
ter his death, ibid. motives of Nadir’s fup- 
pofed intention of a maflacre, ibid. reflexions 
upon his death and character, iv. 263, 266. 
age and reign, ibid. a great compofition in 
his character, iv. 266. his perfon, ibid. his 
voice ftrong and fonorous, iv. 267. his cor- 
poral ftrength great, ibid. dexterity in the 
battle-ax, ibid his memory and knowledge 
of the genius of the Perfians, ibid. his fkiul 
in the A ances, ibid far advanced in life be- 
fore he learned to read, iv. 268. his diet and 
drefs, ibid. his love of wamen, ibid. his de- 
teftation of fodomy, iv. 269. punifhed thofe 
that were fatirical upon him, Iv. 270. in- 
{tances of his avarice,iv. 271. it increafed 
with his years, iv. 274. his jealoufy and dif- 
truit, ibid. his artful way of gaining the af- 
fection of his army, iv. 278. his prudence, 
refolution, and prefence in action, iv. 279. 
preferred ftratagem to force, iv. 280. 
made an ejaculatory prayer before a battle, 
ibid. indefatigable in perfonal application, 
and the duty of a commander, ibid punctual 
in paying his army, v. 281. the fole vender 
of cloth, and fome other commodities, to 
them, ibid. capricious fometimes, pardoned 
ereat offenders, ibid. his behaviour to his 
minifters, iv. 282. his conduét in the be- 
ginning of his reign, iv. 283. delivered Per- 
fia from the yoke of the Afghans, ibid. the 
motives that influenced hts actions, ibid. 
reflexions on his tyranny by his nephew 
Adil Shah, iv. 287, 288. tyrannical go- 
vernment has reduced Periia, iv. 300 
NAIR 
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NAZR ULLAH, defeats the Khan of Hama- 
dan, iii. 162, 163. pillages feveral parts of 
Perfia, ibid. fent to Farfi iii. 170. makes 
himfelf mafter of the towns of that pro- 
vince, iii 185. is killed at the fiege of Shi- 
rafs, ibid. his death and character, ibid. his 
monument ereéted by Maghmud, iii. 186. 

NEsR ALI MYRZA, Nadir’s fecond fon, mar- 
ries the great Moghol’s neice, iv. 188. de- 
feats the pretender Saun, iv. 242. falls a fa- 
crifice to Adil Shah, iv. 285. 

NISLI MAHOMMED AGA envoy from the 
Grand Signior to Peter the Great, ill. 173. 
his public entry at Mofco, ili. 174. 

NIZAM AL MULUCK, a chief in India, ac- 
quaints Nadir of the affairs at the Mog- 
hol’s court, iv. 142. an interview between 
him and Nadir, iv. 168. obliged to raife a 
large contribution, iv. 185. 


O 


Ocuus, called Darius Nothus, afcends the 
throne of Perfia, iii. ro. puts Arfites, and 
others, to death, ibid. reduces Egypt and 
Media, ibid. his death, ibid. 

Ocuus, fon of Artaxerxes II. conceals his 
father’s death, ili. 10. governs ten months 
in his father’s name, iil. 11. makes a de- 
cree for declaring himfelf king, ibid. go- 
verns in his own name, ibid. a cruel, but a 
valiant prince, ibid. recovers Egypt, ibid. 
fubdues Syria and Cyprus, ibid, flain by 
Bagoas, ibid. 

OUSBEGS, See TARTARS. 


i. 


PATRONA KALIL, a janiflary, bangt about 
a revolution in Turkey, iv. 44. dethrones 
the Sultan, iv. 51. advances Mahommed, 
the Sultan’s nephew, to the throne, ibid. 
his behaviour to the new Sultan, iv. 51, 52. 
his extraordinary adventures, iv. 55, &c. 
he and other hdl put to death in the Se- 
raglio, iv. 59. -a 

PEISHOR, a city in India, taken by Nadir, iv. 
157. the governor won to his intereft, ibid. 
Nadir advances thence to the Indus, iv. 
+60. 

PENANCE, religious, Maghmud undertakes 
one, ii 206, moft furprifing and fuperifti- 
tious, ibid. 
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PERSIA, its empire founded by Cyrus the 
Great, iii. 1. the fecond of the four mo- 
narchies, ibid. what occafioned their being 
an eafy conqueft to the Grecians, iii. 12. 
the monarchy becomes a part of the Grecian 
empire, ibid. this kingdom reftored by Ar- 
taxerxes, iii. 13. when conquered by the 
Saracens, ibid. its tranquillity in the begin- 
ning of this eighteenth century, iii. 22. the 
Afghans the authors of its cataftrophe, ibd. 
the corruptions of the court under Shah 
Huffein, iii. 30, 31. the dirifions and par- 
ties in Perfia, iii. 31, 32. the indifcrect talk 
of the Ruffian embaflador made way for the 
invafion of Perfia, iii 42. a rebellion raifed 
by Mir Vais at Kandahar, ibid. a victory ob- 
tained by the Perfians over the Afghans, iil. 
54. the Afghans defeat the Perfians, iii. 56. 
are defeated by Ezadallah, iii. 66. the Per- 
fian army marches to fight the Afghans, itii. 
103. number of the Perfian army, ili. 104. 
their conduct towards the Armentans of 
Julfa, iii. 116, 117. the empire refigned by 
Shah Huffein, iii. 144. the northern pro- 
vinces in Perfia invaded by the Ruffians, iii. 
155. maflacres by Maghmuad, iii. 159, 160, 
161. the advantages the Czar and the Grand 
Signior made by the troubles of Perfia, iil. 
176, 179, 227. a partition of the Perfian 
dominions, iii. 199. Perfian lords maflacred 
by Afhreff, iii. 226. the deplorable ftate of 
the Perfian monarchy, ili. 227. the Perfians 
enter Isfahan, and take revenge of the Af- 
ghans, iv. 33. make peace with the ‘Turks, 
iv. 64. the great change in the Perfian af- 
fairs by Kouli Khan, iv. 121. the Perfians 
defeat the Indians, iv. 166. the maflacre at 
Delhie, iv. 176. groan under Nadir’s tyran- 
ny, iv. 229. abandon their country, iv. 230. 
buy horfes from the Turks for he ufe of 
their army, iv. 232. the diftrefled fituation 
of Perfia by Nadir’s avarice, iv. 247. they 
defeat the Turks in two battles, iv. 252, 
253. the Perfian army difperfed, iv. 262. 
the Perfians polite, cunning, and deceitful, 
iv. 275. their great confufion and calamities 
by Nadir’s ufurpation, iv. 300. dreadful de- 
folation by the ravages of war, iv. 301. 

PETER the GREAT, defigns to open a com- 
munication between the Cafpian and Euxine 
feas, iii. 154. fends an embaflador to Perfia 
to complain of the Oufbegs, ill. 154, 155. 

invades 
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invades the northern parts of Perfia, iii. 155. 
operations of his army, ill. 155, 156. aflem- 
bles an army near Dagiftan, iii. 176. his 
conduét in relation to Perfia not agreeable to 
the Port, iii. 198. conferences renewed with 
him, iii. 199g. a treaty concluded between 
the Czar and the Port, ili. 200. the articles 
of that treaty, ill. 200, 2014. his death, iii. 
226. 

PHEDYMA, difcovers the impoftor Smerdis 
by the lofs of his ears, iii. 5. 

Puitip of Macedon, chofen general againft 
the Perfians, iii. 11. murdered, and fucceed- 
ed by his fon Alexander, ibid. 

PLATE #, the Perfian army defeated here, iii. 
8. Tchemiftocles banifhed by the Athenians, 
ibid. choofes to poifon himlelf rather than 
fight againit his country, ibid, 

Por us, conquered by Alexander the Great, iv. 
162, 163. 

PouLAH BASHA fent by the Serafkier to keep 
the poft of Tahajak, iv. 95. abandons that 
país to the enemy, ibid. 

Prince, reflexion on not paying the debts of 
one deceafed, iv, 274, 


R. 


RELIGION, Nadir’s projeđt of introducing a 
new religion into Perfia, iv. 216, 

Resup, the Englifh faétors plundered here 
by order of Amur Aflan Khan, iv. 293. 

Rivers, Nadir’s manner of throwing bridges 
over them, iv. 161. 

Riza KOULI MYRZA, Nadir’s fon, ap- 
pointed by his father regent of Perfia, 
iv. 142. his character, ibid. defeats the 
Oufbeg Tartars, iv. 147. returns vic- 
torious to Mefched, ibid. his oppreffive go- 
vernment, iv, 149. his bad adminiftration 
difpleafes his father, iv. 181, makes an at- 
tempt on his father’s life, iv. 209. behaves 
very obftinately, iv. 211. his eyes put out, 
ibid. falls a facrifice to the jealoufy of Adil 
Shah, iv. 285. 

ROMAN conqueft, 270 years after the Græ- 
cian empire, iji. 13. its duration, ibid. 

Russia, an embaflador fent from that court 
to Isfahan, iii. 37. ftrange alarms raifed in 
Perfia at his coming, iii. 37, 38. his charac- 
ter, ili. 39. the Ruffians uneafy at the con- 
quefts made by the Turks in Perfia, jii. 233. 

Vou. IY. 
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the fuccefs of the Ruffian arms there, iii. 233, 
234. mHunderftanding between the Ruffians 
and Turks, iii. 241. an embaflador fent by 
Kouli Khan to this court, iv. 117. conqueft 
on the Cafpian coaft delivered up to Perfia, 
iv. 117. Kouli Khan’s conduét towards Ruf- 
fia, iv. 122. the Ruffians reftore the domi- 
nions that belonged to the Perfian empire, iv. 
124. an embaflador fent to Ruffia by Nadir, 
iv. 183. one fent with prefents after his re- 
turn from India, iv. 214. alarmed at Nadir’s 
being on their frontiers, iv. 226. fend an 
embaffador to Nadir, iv. 257. proceed with 
great caution in oriental treaties, iv. 293. 


S. 


SAADIT KHAN, taken prifoner, iv. 166. 
has the charge of the city of Dehlie for Na- 
dir, iv. 172. deftroys himfelf, iv. 175. 

SAIID ACHMED KHAN, governor of Kher- 
man, treacheroufly deftroyed by Afhreff, iii. 
24. 

SALEH BEG, afiaffinates Nadir Shah, iv. 26r. 

SAUN, a pretender fent into Perfia, iv. 241. 
his hiftory and appearance in Perfia, iv. 
241. joined by an army of Lefgees, ibid. 
marches into Shirvan, iv. 242. defeated by 
Nezr Ali Myrza, ibid. one of his eyes cut 
out, ibid. fent by Nadir with a meilage to 
the Ottoman court, ibid. 

SALA u IS, the Perfian fleet defeated here, 
iii. 8. 

SCHEICH EIDAR, fets upa new religion, iii. 
14. murdered by Ruftan, ibid. leaves behind 
him Ifmael and two other fons, ibid. 

SCHIAS and SUNN IS, two fects among the 
Mahommedans, iv. 129. divide the Perfians 
and Turks, the former being Schias and the 
latter Sunnis, ibid. a decree by Nadir to unite 
thefe two fects, ibid. 

SCYTHIANS, invade Thrace and plunder the 
country, iii. 6, 

SEFFIE MYRZA;, Shah Huffein’s fon, a re- 
port that he efcaped and retired to Turkey, 
iii. 206, 

SEFFIE KOULI KHAN, made general by the 
court of Perfia, iii. 65. defeated and cut off 
by the Abdollees, iii. 66. another of that 
name taken prifoner by the Turks, and cru- 
elly put to death, iv. 43. 


T ¢ SEF 
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ferrres, the time this family poffeffed the 
throne, iii. 14. it ended in the perfon of 
Shah Huffein, iii. 146. 

Si AHROKH, grandfon to Nadir, uncertain 
whether he was a facrifice to Adil Shah’s jea- 
loufy, iv. 286. declared king of Perfia, iv. 
298. marches againft the Afghans, Iv. 299. 
obliged to yield to Shah Doub, iv. 300. 

SHALIMAR, Nadir mufters his army here, 
iv. 196. marches thence to Karnal, iv. 
198. 

SH oe Nadir attempts to get a fleet of fhips, 
iv. 228. 

Surrass, befieged by the Afghans, iii. 185. 
a fupply intercepted, iii. 188. diftrefled by 
famine, iii. 188, taken and facked, ibid. 
again doomed to diftrefs and flaughter, iv, 
243. 

SI an LLIND KHAN, an Indian lord of good 
reputation, iv. 177. obtains the cefflation of 
the flaughter at Dehlie, ibid. appointed chief 
colleétor of the Indian contributions, iv. 
184. his declaration to Nizam Al Muluck, 
iv. 185. 

SME ng the Artaxerxes of the fcripture, 
ufurps the throne, i. 5. ftiled the magian, 
ibid. endeavours to gain the affections of the 
people, tbid. difcovered as an impoftor, ibid. 
aflaffinated by the nobility, ibid. 

SonpuT, Paniput, and feveral Indian villages 
plundered by the Perfians, iv. 174. l 
SocDpIANUS. ufurps the throne of Perfia, ili. 

g. furrenders toOchus, ibid, 

SULŁLIMAN, king of Perfia, iii. 21. his health 
impaired by drunkennefs and women, ibid. 
under him Perfia began to decline, ibid. 

Su LIMAN, uncle to Shah Tzehmas, aflumes 
the diadem, iv. 299. foon becomes a facri- 
fice, iv. 300. 

SuLIMAN EFFENDI, fent by the Turks into 
Perfia, iv. 23. acquaints his court of an ap- 
proaching change in Perfia, ibid. 

SuLIMAN,; the lieutenant of Achmed Bafha, 
defeats the Arabians, iv. 232. returns home 
with a rich booty, ibid. 

SULTAN MEYDAN; plains where Nadir calls 
before him the chiefs of the Tartars, iv. 261. 
difclofed a defign of maflacring a great part of 
his army, ibid. the conference overheard by 
a Georgian flave, iv. 261. 

Sunnis, the Grand Signior claims authority 
over this fect of Mahommedans, iv. 25. 
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Swepes, at war with the Ruffians, iv. 232. 
defire the Turks to break with their ene- 
mies, ibid. 

SYRIA, fubjeé& to Seleucus, i. I3. 


I. 


TæÆHnMas, afcends the Perfian throne, iii. 15. 
his wars with Suliman the Grand Signior, 
ibid. 

TÆHMAS MYRSA, declared fucceflor to his 
father Huffein, iii. 133 efcapes from Isfa- 
han, iii. 136. takes the title of king, iii. 
152. endeavours to recover his dominions, 
iii. 168. fends an embaflador to the Port, ili. 
179. yields Ghilan and other towns to the 
Czar, iii. 181. his conduct towards the Ar- 
menians, iii. 191. routs a body of Afghans, 
iii. 223. efcapes from Afhreff, iii. 225. en- 
deavours to negotiate a treaty with the Ruf- 
fians and Turks, iii. 242, 243. lives obfcure- 
ly at Farabad in Mazanderan, iv. ro fends 
an embaflador to the Port, iv. 23. defeats 
Afhreff, iv. 2g. enters Isfahan, iv. 34. gives 
his general, Kouli Khan, the power of rai- 
fing money, iv. 36. marches to Erivan, and 
obtains fome advantages over the ‘lurks, iv. 
42. afterwards defeated at Aftabat, and a- 
gain at Hamadan, iv. 42, 43. makes peace 
with the Turks, iv. 64. gives up Armenia, 
Erivan and Georgia, ibid. his pacific mea- 
fures not agreeable to Kouli Khan, iv. 65. 

ut todeath bythe contrivance of Riza Kouli 
Mirza iv. 208, 209. the laft of the Seffie 
family, iv. 209. ' 

TAGHI KHAN, governor of Farfiftan, a Beg- 
lerbeg, iv. 240. the honours allowed him, 
ibid. his revolt and character, iv. 243. Shirafs 
taken by ftorm, ibid. carried to Isfahan with 
his favourite wife and relations, ibid. their 
punifhment, ibid. 

‘TAMARAS KHAN, a general of great expe- 
rience, iv. 259. revolts from Nadir, ibid. 
‘TAMERLANE conquers Bajazet, iii. 13. fub- 

dues Perfia, ibid. his death, ibid. 

‘TANISEER, an Indian town, plundered, and 
put to the {word by Nadir, iv. 199. 

TARTARS, Ousbeg, invade the province of 
Herat, iii. 24. are obliged by Abas, king of 
Perfia, to retire, iii. 25. make incurfions in- 
to Khorafan, iii. 63. Nadir’s manner of treat- 
ing them, iv. 278. 
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Tartars, Lefgees, their natural difpofition, 
iii. 62. their motives to invade Perfia, iil. 
64. obtain a victory over the Perfians, iii 85. 
fue for a reconciliation, ibid. invade Shir- 
van, and take Shamakie, iil. 93,94. commit 
great cruelties here, iii. 94. occafion great 
confternation at the Perfian court, iii. 95. 
take pofleffion of the reft of Shirvan, ul. 95. 
beat the Khan of Erivan, ibid. and lay fiege 
to Ganja, ili. 96. See LESGEEs. 

Tavris, one of the fineft cities in the eaft, 
iii. 195- befieged by the Turks, ibid. the 
inhabitants defeat them, ibid. befieged by 
a hee army of ‘Turks, iii. 228. taken after 
a bloody conteft, iv. 229, 230. 

‘Tueses, plundered and demolifhed by Cam- 
byfes, ill. 4. 

bate acral arg defeats the Perfian fleet at 

iii. 8. 

Trrins, Mir-vais concerts a confpiracy with 
that tribe, iii. 46. 

TOPAL OSMAN BASHA, appointed generalif- 
fimo of the Turkifh army, iv. 2 5. his ftra- 
tagem, iv. 84. defeats the Perfians near 
Bagdat, iv. 86,87. fends his army into 
quarters, iv. 93- killed, and the Turks 
routed, iv. 98. his body fent to Bagdat, iv. 
99- his education in the Seraglio, iv. 100. 
fent by the Sultan to the bafha of Cairo, iv. 
101. taken by a Spanifh privateer, ibid. 
ranfomed from flavery by a native of Mar- 
feilles, iv. ror, 102. his gratitude to his 
benefactor, iv. 102, 103. made {ferafkier, 
iv. 103. made governor of Romania, ibid. 
his benefaétor and his fon kindly received 
there, iv. 104. made d vizir, ibid. re- 
ceives his deliverer at Conftantinople, ibid. 
is difplaced, and made bafha of ‘Trebifonde, 
iv. 107. ordered to command the Otto- 
man armies, ibid. his fon promoted by the 
“rnd Signior, iv. 108. his good character, 
ibid. 

TURKEY, a furprifing revolution here, iv. 44, 
&c. the oul act, and other officers, put 
to death, iv. 48. the Sultan dethroned, and 
his nephew Mah>mmed declared emperor 
of the Ottomans, iv. 51. a rebellion breaks 
out a fecond time, iv. 61. the rebels dif 
perfed, iv. 62. 


TurkresH embaflador, fent to the court of 
Perfia, iii. 89. the ceremony of i 
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to audience, iii. 90. a Turkifh envoy ar- 
rives at Isfahan, iii. 161. watched by the 
Afghans, ibid. foon ordered to depart, iii. 
102. 


Turks, extend their conquefts in Perfia, iii. 


157, an envoy fent to the Czar from the 
emperor of the Turks, iii. 177. he requires 
the Czar to withdraw his troops from Der- 
bend, iii. 175. their condat during the 
troubles in Perfia, ili. r77. the Port dif- 
fatisfied with the Czar’s conduét, iii. r98. 
take Tavris and Ganja, ili. 229, 230. their 
army advance within four and twenty 
leagues of Isfahan, ili. 232. evade fettling 
the Jimits of their conquefts in Perfia with 
the Ruffian refident, iil. 234. difpute be- 
tween two Turkifh generals, iii. 241. are 
defeated by the Afghans, iii. 248. the fitua- 
tion of the Port in regard to other powers, 
iii. 250, 251. the T'urks make great prepa- 
rations againft the Afghans, iii. 252. un- 
fuccefsful againft the Armenians, ibid. fend 
commiffioners into Perfia to treat with 
Afhreff, iii. 253. a treaty concluded be 
tween the Turks and Afghans, iii. 254. at- 
tack the Perfian camp, iv. 42. Seal ufe a 
Perfian officer, iv. 43. make an advanta- 
geous peace with the Perfians, iv. 64. de- 
clare war againft the Perfians, iv. 75. de- 
feat the Perfians at Kerkoud and Le > iV. 
86, 87, 97. are routed by the Perfians, iv. 
98, 99. defirous of peace with Perfia, iv. 
116. prepare for war with Ruffia, iv. 122. 
an em or fent by Nadir with prefent 
after his return from India, iv. 214, 215. 
conclude a peace with the Ruffians and Im- 
perialifts, iv. 214. their d fituation 
on account of Nadir’s demands, iv. 230. the 
conduct of this court imprudent with regard 
to the governor of Bagdat, iv. 235. intrigues 
of the Ottoman court, iv. 236. they mzke 
great preparations for war, iv. 248. defeat- 
ed by the Perfians in two battles, iv. 252, 
253. the European Turks enervated on en- 
tering Afia, iv. 255. a peace concluded 
with the Perfians, iv. 256, 257- 


V. 





vases declared Vali of Georgia, iii. 





preparations made by him againft the 
Lefgees, 





I N D 


Lefgees, ibid. who are faved by a court- 
intrigue, iii. 87. takes an oath never to 7, 
in arms in favour of Perfia, ibid. his affiittance 
is defired by Shah Huffein, but refufed, iii. 
132, 133- depofed, and takes refuge at the 
Ruffian court, ili. 169, 170. 


W. 


WAR, the inftrument of divine juftice, iv. 
301. not from the original conftitution of 
things, ibid. the dreadful defolations by war 
in Perfia, ibid. 


X. 


XERXES, fucceeds his father Darius, iii. 7. 
reduces Egypt, ibid. prepares to conquer 
Greece, ibid. lofes twenty thoufand men at 
Thermopylæ, ibid. plunders the temple at 
Delphos, iii. 7. plunders, and burns Athens, 
iii. 8. his vait army defeated at Platez, iii. 
8. abandons himfelf to pleafures, ibid. mur- 
dered while fleeping, ibid, 


E X. 


Xerxes II. murdered forty-five days after his 
acceflion, ili, 9- 


Z. 


ZEBERDEST KHAN, formerly taken prifoner 
by the Afghans, iii. 165. Ghiez taken by 
him, iii. 165, 166. Ben-Isfahan furrenders to 
him, iii. 166, 167. returns to Isfahan with 
booty and provifions, iii. 167. takes Shira!s, 
iii. 187. his eftate feized by Afhreff, iii. 
219. 

ZEKARIAH KHAN, governor of Lahor, meets 
Nadir with a large contribution, iv. 199. 
ordered by Nadir to furnifh his army with 
provifions, iv. 203- 

ZoryRus, his furprifing {tratagem in betray- 
ing Babylon to Darius, iii. 5. 

ZORAB KHAN, a Georgian, promoted to the 
offices of treafurer and general by Adil Shah, 
iv. 295. fent by the Shah to [brahim Myrza 
his brother at Isfahan, ibid, treacheroufly 
killed there, ibid. 

ZOoRUBABEL, the Jews return under his con- 
duct, ill. 3. 
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RAF BDA NA TIO N 


O E 


Several FOREIGN 


Note, p. denotes Perfia, T. Turkey. 


r. Ruffia, 
fig. fignifies, 


WORDs in the FOUR VOLUMES. 


i. India. a. Afghans. t. Tartars. 


Note, The numerals refer to the volumes, and the figures to the pages. 


A. 
bubeiker, Omar, Ofman and Ali, iii. 240. 
iv. I E a fucceffors of Mahommed and 
Caliphs, 1. i 
Adeliah, iii. 35. fea of Ali, fig. fec? of the 
jujt, p- ‘ : : 
Aeyth Mahl, iv. x74. fig. place of jays L 
Afshars, i. 252. tribe of Tartars. 
Aivan, commonly called Divan, i. 189. an 
apartment, p. 
Ali, Gherbellai, Mahallade, Mouza, and Huf- 
fein, iv. 74. prophets, p. 
Ali, i. 338. the immediate fucceffor of Mahom- 
med, according to the Perfians, p. 
Allah kerim, iv. 105. the providence of God, 
xl li 


Allah akbah, iv. 131. God is greate/t, p. 
Allah, iv. 217. God, T. p. t, &c. 
Arris begi, iv. 160. prefenter of petitions, p. 
Afhreff, iii. 134. fig. noble, a. ` 

Azof jah, iv. 141. fig. Solomon’s vizir, i. 
Affotra, i. 125. a fih in the Volga, r. 
Athemat doulet, iii. 41. prime minifter, p. 


B. 
Baétrians, i. 302. See Khajars. 
Bakthiar, iii. 127. fiz. happy, p. 
Balks, i. 180. fir trees, r. 
Balouches, i. 253. a tribe of N: 
Bannians, iv. 72. trading people, i. 
Barranni, iv. 164. riding coats, i. 
Bater i. 348. a hero, è 

You. IV. 


Bayots, iv. ro. inhabitants of Bayad in Kou- 
heflan, p. 

Bayram, iv. 107. a feflival, T. 

Bazar, i. 234. market place, p. 

Bazoubund, iv. 191. repa/?, i. 

Bevra, iv. 184. forced contribution, i. 

Bechik, iv. 82. a litter or cradle, T. 

Beg, ii. 195. a rank anfwering to our knights, p. 

Beglerbeg, iv. 5. ford of lords, p 

Beluga, i. 25. a f/bin the Volga, r. 

Bocalls, i, 127. Certain cups, r. 

Boftangis, iv. 46. guards of the feraglio. T. 

Bourlacks, i. 103. waternicn. 


Bul, iii. 78. a feal in Perfia, p. 
C 


-= Caalleans, i. 171. machines to [moke tobacco, p. 


Caftan, iv. 59. a coat of honour, T. 

Calentar, 1. 197. iii. 29. collector of taxes, pe 

Caliphs, Sze Abubeikar, &ce, 

Carack, iii. 84. a poll tax, p. 

Cas-Oda, iv. 51. the part in the feraglio where 
princes are kept confined, T. 

Caviar, See lera. 

Chamatavoi yerlique, i. 87. a clearance, r. 

Charka, il. Q. a cup for brandy, r. 

Cheik, iil. 95. @ name given to the kings of Per- 


fia. 

Cheik Eidar, iv. 26. father of I/mael, founder- 
of the Seffie dynafty, p. 

Cheriffs, iii, 29. de/cendants of Adahcmmed, a. 


U u 


Chiaux, 





EXPLANATION OF 


Chiaux, i. 251. Criers, an order of foldiers in 
Perfia, p. l 

Chopars, i. 262, courters, p. 

Chot, iv. 139. a tribute, 1. 

Copeachnicks, i. 83. po/f horfes, r. 

Copeek, i. g6. money = $ penny, T. 

Coraich, iii. 238. the tribe of Adabommed, t. 

Croop, ii. 136. a ferenacious food, r. 

Crore, ii.26.iv. 157. = 10 lacks, or 1250000/.1. 

Cattari, iv. 191. dagger, i. 


D. 
Dagh, iii. 93. a mountain. 
Damfcoots, i. 111. veffels, r. 
Dara, iii. 26. Darius, or fovereign, p. 
Darougas, iv. 230. lieutenant of the police, p. 
Defterchane, 1. 336. chancery, p. 
Deh-bafhi, iv. 195. corporal, p. 
Denthiks, ii. 150. pages, r. 
Dir Tokchi, iii. 108. the eaf? gate of Isfa- 
an. 
Deviet kane, iii. 149. habitation of greatnefs, 
wiz. palace, 
Dika baba, i. 127. wild woman, r. 
Divan beghi, iii. 56, 64. lord chief juflice, p. 
Dufhab, i. 144. juice of grapes, p. 


E. 
Effendi, iv. 55. fkilled in law, T. 
Eid zoha, iv. 176. a feaf? of Jacrifice. 
Efik agafi, iv. 5. gentleman T 
Etk agafi bafhi, ili. 91. grand majler of the 
ceremony in p. 


F. 
Farfang, i. 227. iii. 77. four miles Englifh, p- 
ae and tokbir, iv. 140. @ prayer for the 
ing. 
Feleuk, iii. 32. a certain party or /eé?, p. 
Fetfa, iii, 36. decifton of the Adufti. 


G. 

Gaz, i. 186. meafure of 40 inches, pe 

Gazi, ili. gO. cozgueror, T. 

Geanghir, iii. 25. fon of Abkar, i. 

Gebers, iii. 36.See Perfees. 

Gemal beg, ii. 45. fig. Anight of the good coun- 
tenance, p. 

Giamfchid, iii. g1. See Jumfhid. 

Giga, ill. 145. a plume of black heron’s fea- 
thers, the enfign A fovereignty, p- 

Goftinadwore, i. §8. public warehoufes, T. 


FOREIGN WORDS. 


Goubernie, i. 120. chancery, t. 

Ghofnavids, iii. 23. a dynafty from the city 
Ghoznavi [not in Khorazan] in Kandahar. 

Graff, ii. 132. count, T, 


H. 
Hahdgee, i. 166. a title of diffinéion to the 
vifiters of Adabommed’s tomb, p. 
Hajan, iii. 108. the weffern gate of Isfahan. 
Hakem bachi, iii. 72. firff phyfician, p. 
Hanifa, iv. 130. a Turkifh expounder of the 
Mahommedan law, T. | 
Haram, i. 229. fig. probibited to men, the 
women’s apartment in Afia, 
Harol, iv. 159. van-guard, i. 
Hazarri, iv. 195- commander of a thoufand, 
Hindoftand, iii. 25- Jandia binds lig. fwarthy, i. 
Horda, i. 347. iii. 29. a tribe of Tartars, t. 
Houles, iv. 45. @ trzbe of Arabians. 
Huffein and Haflan, ii. 32. the fons of Ali. 


I. 

Jaffer, iv. 130. one of the prophets of the Sunis, 

Jaguirs, iv. 195. lands affigned to governors, i. 

Tecra, i. 140. roe of /furgtion, T. 

Jeziah, iv. 170. tax paid by the Pagans, i. 

Iman, ili. 67. 175, 238. chief, aljo defender of 
the law, aljo prief?. 

Imam, iv. 181. name of the chiefs of the A- 
rabians. 

Imam Huffein, iv. 190. a fon of Alt. 

Imam Riza or Kouli Riza, iv. 20. the Perfian 
prophet buried at Mefched. 

Ilam, iv. 154. fig. Jafety, and denotes the Ma- 
hommedan religion, p. 

Iftarnboul Effendi, iv. 53. lieutenant of the 
police in Conffantinople, T. 

I{wofheiks, i. 86. carriers, T. 

Jumfhid, iii. gt. an antient king in Perfia, 
See Giamfhid. 

Jurghin, iv. 193. alludes to the family of Ta- 
merlane. 


E. 
Kabitkas, i. 345. ii. 7: Tartar tents, te 
Kadilefkier, iv. 55. chief jyftice, T. 
eats iv. 45. great ufber of the houfbold, 


Kapu orafi, iv. 48. the apartment in the ferag- 
lio for execution, T. 
Karboy, i. 154.a meafure, p 
Kazzi, i. 266. judge, p- 
Kohi- 





EXPLANATION OF 


Kefhikehi, i. 249. waich guard, p. 

Khajars, i. 193. antient Badtrians, p. 

Khalaet, iii. 41. iv. 190. a robe of honour, p. 

Khan, i. 192, 200. iii. §3. lord or noble. 

Khotbah, iil. 57, 254. a prayer for the health 
of the king, p. 

Kiaya, iv. 45, 332. deputy or lieutenaut, T. 

Kior fultan, iii. 185. one eye’d lord, a. 

Kirjims, i. 194. fmall boats, p. 

Kiflar aga, ili, gt. iv. 164. chief of the eu- 
nuchs, T. 

Kifveran, iii. 208. year of virgins, p. 

Kizil, i. 161. red, p. 

Kouch kaleffi, iv. 80. bird tower, T. 

Koul, iv. 2. a fave, T. 

Koule. i. 120, a meafure, Yr. 

Kouller agaffi, 1. 251. iii. 84, 216. chief of ihe 
flaves,, T. 

Kouruck, iv. 173. attendance who clear the 
way, p- 

Kourrol, iv. 164. van guard, p. 

Kulams, iii. 103. fig. faves, an order of fol- 
diers, D- 

Kuma, i. 347. mares milk fermented, t. 

Kurchi bachi, iii. 73- general of the houfbold 
troops, p. 

Kurumfack, i. 234. a rajfcal, p. 

Kuzzlebahh, iii. 90, 224. an order of foldiery,p. 


L. 
Lack, iv. 155. a hundred thoufand rupees, 1. 
Lats, iv. 62. inhabitants of the coaft of the 
black fea. 
Loobkas, i. 57. boats, r. 
Lotkas, i. 18. mattis, r. 


M. 

Magi, iii. 23. See Perfees. 

Maimoundgi, iv. 141.@ guack delor, i. 

Malek, Shaf, Hanbal, and Abul Hanifa, iv. 
126. Turkifb doctors. 

Malika al Zumani, iv. 172. fig. queen of the 
times, i. 

Manfubdars, iv. 184. public officers, i. 

Manna, i. 129. @ feed, r. 

Matim, iv. 190. dea*h, p. 

Meidan, iii. 65. a /guare, p. 

Mimbathis, iv. 7. commander of a thoufand, p. 

See Hazarri. 

Mir Bukhfhi, iii. 68. general payma/fter, p. 

Mir-chekar bachi, iii. 33. grand veneur, an[wers 
to our ma/fter of the buck hounds, p. 


FOREIGN WORDS. 


Moezins, iii. 247. callers to prayers, T- 
Moghol poura, iv. 179. Tartar Moghals, i. 
Mortifa ali, iv. r30. See Ali. 
Mourcha, iv. 159. an entrenchment, i. 
Moum-feundurain, i. 384. extinguifbers of 
candles, a feé?, p. 
Mufti, iii. 148. iv. 45. the firj ecclefiaftic, T. 
Muhafiiis, iv. 137. collectors of taxes, pe 
Muhofiz, iv. 236. governor of a citadel, T. 
Mullah, i. 266. iii. 35, 72. lig. a guide or di- 


refior ; a prief?, p. 

Mullah bafhi, iv. 126. high prief?, or firft ec- 
clefiaftic, p. 

Muftaphi, i. 23. a writer, p. 

Muftafi Miemalek, i. 336. general overfeer of 
the empire, p- 

Myrza, iii. 31. @ writer, after a name, fig. alje 
prince, p. 


Nachlathema, iii. 210. a folemn deed on oath, pe 
Naptha, i. 133. a bituminous matter. 
Nzmets, i. 226. felts of bair, p. 
Neefflakhchi, iii. 104. forlorn hope of the Afg- 
bans; alfo an order of foldiers in the Perfiar 


army. 

Neffakhchi bafhi, iv. 172. the officer whe 
makes feizures, p- 

Nevrouz, i. 343. new years day, p. 


O. 
Oufmai, iii. 227. chief of the Lefzees, t. 
Ordou cadi, iv. 99. intendant of the army, T. 
Omra, iv. 139. a prince or lord, i. 


e 
Padifha, iii. 243. iv. 120. emperor, T. 
Pahr gunjh, iv. 176. graneries, i. 
Peifcufh, iv. 171, 184. free gift, i 
Piefhkhanna, iv. 153, royal tents, 1, 
Peleuk, iii. 32. a /eé?, p. 
Perfees, iii. 98. wor/bippers of fire. See Magt 

and (ebres. 

Poderatchick, i. 87. maffer carrier, r. 
Poderofnoi, i. 85. order for horfes, T. 
Pood, 1.57. 36 bs, Engli/h, Te 


Q- 
Quafh, ii. 9. @ liquor, r. 


R. 
Ragam, i. 215. a royal decree, p. 
Rahdar, i. 226. iv. 230, toll gatherers, p 
Uue2 Rey 
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Reys efendi, iv. 45. /ecretary of flate, T. 
are ae iii. 206. religious penance, i. 
u 


ìi, 128. coin, r. 


Rupee, money of India, 


S. 
Saigon, i. 215. a fþecies of antelopes, T. 
Sandals, i, 130. veffels, p- 
Sarafs, or ferafs, iii. 78. money changers inp. 
Sardar, or ferdar, i. 197. @ general, p. 
Scheithan, iii, go. the devil, T. 
Schias, iii, 67. iv. 126. fe of the Perfians. 
Schipound, i. 77. a weight, ©. 
edr, iv. 129. fuperintendant of the revenues 
the church, 
Sedr ali fcheriah, iii, 152. chief juffice, a. 
Selam aleiocom, iii. 145. all hail, a compli- 
ment, D. 
Serafkier, iv, 81. general in chief, T. 
Shah gemja, iii. gt. See Jumfhid. 
Shah feven, iii. 136. antient militia, p. 
Shatirs, i. 249. running footmen, p. 
Sheich, iii. go, See Cheik. 
Shemkall, i. 386. a title of one of the chiefs of 
the Lefgees. 
Shoobe, ii. 140. a great coat lined with fur, T. 
Sinofkas, i. 57. a fpecies of matts, T. 
Sirpeach, iv. 191. a girdle or fillet, i. 
Sopha, i. 246. a large cujfbion, p. 
soubahs, iv. 157. a province or government, p. 
Spahis, iii. 245. iv. 60. Afiattc cavalry. 
Stakan, ii. 128. a meafure, T. 
Step, i. 14. a defert, T. 
Struzes, i. 77. barks, r. 
Sudival, iv. 195. captain. 
Sunnet odafli, iv. 58. the apariment where 
the Ottoman princes are circumcifed. 


Sunni, iii. 77. iv. 126. fee? of the Turks. 


a 
Tabal, iv. 131. a /mall drum, p. 


FOREIGN WORDS. 


Takht revan. iv. 169. moving throne, i. 

Tarranquins, iv. 181. Veffels on the Perfian 
gulf. 

Tazia, iv. 199. fig. mourning, p. 

Teknes, iv. 80. covered veffels on the Ti- 
Liss hs 

Temurbeg, ili. 24. Tamerlane. 

Topal, iv. 82. lame, T. 

Topchi bathi, iii. 103. grand mafter of the ar- 
tillery, p- 

Turcan, iv. 193. See Temurbeg. 


V. 
Vali, iii. 28. title of the feudatory princes of 
Georgia. 
Vekil, or Vakeel, iv. 146, 186. a lieutenant, 


p. 

Vifnofki, i. 128. Cherry brandy, r. 

Vizir, i. 23. iii. 89. a fecretary alfo and officer 
under a governor. 

Vizir Azem, grand vizir, T. 


W. 
Werft, 1. 16. $ of a mile Englifh, r. 
Wefbes, i. 96. buts or common houfes, r. 
We;wode, i. 18. ce magifirate, T. 
Wilocks, i, 139. a thick felt of hair, r. 
Wipis, i. 87. a certain cuffom houfe permit, 
r. 


Y's 
Yabous, iv. 164. a fpecies of horfe in the 
mountains of Kandahar. 
Yaktan, i. 278. a leather pannier, p 
Yamfheeks, i. 85. a kind of poft horfes, r. 
Yetim, i. 253. an orphan, p. 


Z. 
Zapis, i. 88. a certain regiflered bond, T, 
Zemidar, iv. 198. poffeffor of land, i. 
Zulkarnein, iil. 90. two horns, TF. 


